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CORRIGENDA,  VOL.  X. 


Page  76,  line  4,  for  "  circle"  read  '* shield/' 

„     78,  in  illustration  of  cup,  St.  Andrew's,  for  "  1697  "  read  "  1617-8." 

„     95,  Une  15,  for  "  1567-8  "  read  "  1666-7." 

„  198,  line  1,  for  *' Great  Ellingham"  read  *'Ellingliam";  and  omit 
line  2.  The  female  figure  there  entered  belongs  to  Great  Ellingham,  in 
Shropham  Hundred. 


|t  Coniition  of  t|t  ^irc^btiicoiiri)  of  gotlnitjj 

IN    1603. 

THE  REV.   AUGUSTUS  JESSOPP.   D.D. 


Queen  Elizabeth  died  on  the  24lh  March,  1603,  and 
JamsB  I.  was  proclaimed  King  of  Eagland  the  same  day. 
The  new  King  did  not  cross  the  border  till  the  6th  April. 
In  the  meantime  there  was  much  riding  of  courtiers  from 
England  to  Scotland,  and  much  denire  to  be  received  into 
favour  by  all  who  hoped  to  rise  or  feared  to  fall. 

Among  the  foremost  of  those  who  were  admitted  to  the 
royal  presence  was  Dr.  Nevyl,  Dean  of  Canterburj-,  who  was 
deputed  by  Archbishop  ^Vliitgift  to  act  as  an  envoy  from  the 
Bishops  and  Clergy  of  the  Church  of  England,  with  in- 
Btruetiona  to  express  their  unfeigned  loyalty  to  the  King,  and 
their  desire  to  he  informed  "what  commands  he  had  for 
them  to  observe  concerning  ecclesiastical  causes." 

The  Dean  appears  to  have  been  granted  an  audience,  and 
returned  well  pleased  with  his  reception.  The  King  knew 
little  or  nothing  about  the  Church  of  England, — he  was 
anxious  to  know  more.  There  was  no  time  to  lose. 
Whitgift  acted  at  once  with  promptitude,  "...  he  wrote  his 
circular  letters,  in  the  month  of  June,  to  all  the  bishops  of 
his  province,  to  be  informed  by  them  of  the  number  of  com- 
municants throughout  all  their  dioceses,  and  what  number 
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there  was  of  recusants ;  also  the  names  of  such  as  held  two 
benefices,  the  number  of  impropriations  in  every  diocese,  and 
bow  tbey  were  served ;  what  parsonages  that  had  vicarages 
belonging  to  tbein,  and  the  values ;  who  the  patrons  were  of 
the  several  livings," 

"  That  these  things  ran  much  in  the  King's  mind,  especially 
concerning  the  first  article,  riz.,  recusants,  and  such  as  did 
not  communicate,  appears  by  the  conference  at  Hampton 
Court  in  the  following  winter;  when  the  King  required  of 
the  Bishops,  among  other  things,  that  they  should  take 
notice  of  such  as  were  recusant-communicants.  For  there 
were,  he  said,  three  sorts  of  Papists :  some  came  to  sermon, 
but  not  to  service  and  prayer;  some  that  came  to  both,  but 
not  to  the  communion  ;  and  a  third  abstained  from  them  alL 
And  therefore  he  commanded  them  that  inquiry  might  be 
made  of  all  those  of  the  first,  second,  and  third  rank:  and 
that  the  weak  were  io  be  informed,  and  the  wilful  to  be 
punished." 

It  is  obvious  that  the  returns  sent  in  by  the  clei'gy—  for  of 
course  the  information  asked  for  could  only  be  furnished  by 
them — in  response  to  the  Archbishop's  letter,  would  con- 
stitute a  complete  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  Church 
of  England  at  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and 
would  contain  information  concerning  the  religious  condition 
of  the  people,  at  least  in  externals,  that  could  be  looked  for 
in  no  other  source.  It  would  be  moro  than  this^it  would 
give  as  near  an  approximation  to  a  nmus  of  the  population 
as  in  those  days  had  ever  been  aimed  at.  For  in  every  pariah 
the  commiiiiicatits  comprised  the  tchole  body  of  the  adult 
inhabit'inln — who  were  all  bound  to  receive  the  Sacrament 
on  certain  occasions  under  heavy  penalties — and  who,  if  they 
did  not  receive  it,  were  classed  under  the  head  of  Keeusaiits, 
and  stigmatized  accordingly. 

During  the  summer  and  autumn  the  Primate  bud  his 
hands  again  too  full  of  work.     He  broke  down  under  the 


pressure  in  December,  never  mllied,  and  on  the  29th 
Februaiy,  1604,  he  died. 

There  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  retimis  asked  for 
by  the  Archbishop  were  not  Bent  in  by  all  the  Bishops  to 
whom  his  Grace's  letter  was  addressed.  Nor  does  it  appear 
that  any  use  was  made  of  the  information  supplied. 

Bishop  JegoD,  the  newly-consecrated  Bishop  of  Norwich, 
evidently  put  pressure  upon  his  clergy  to  get  the  returns  sent 
in  without  delay.  The  pages  that  follow  give  the  substance 
of  those  returns  from  the  Hurl.  MS.,  whicli  I  stumbled  upon 
some  years  ago  at  the  British  Museum,  and  which  I  at  once 
recognised  as  the  original  source  from  which  Blomefield 
quotes  so  often,  and  which  students  of  Norfolk  history  have 
so  long  endeavoured  to  discover,  and  hitherto  in  vain. 

The  portion  of  the  Returns  here  printed  extends  only  to 
the  Archdeaconry  of  Norwich.  The  Returns  for  the  Arch- 
deaconries of  Suffolk  and  Sudbury  are  bound  up  in  the  same 
volume,  but  it  has  not  been  thought  advisable  to  print  them 
in  the  Society's  Papers.  I  believe  the  Return  for  the 
Archdeaconry  of  Norfolk  also  has  survived,  but  I  am 
unwilling  at  the  present  moment  to  speak  positively  on  the 
subject.  If  the  whole  series  were  published  we  should  have 
as  complete  a  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  Diocese  of 
Norwich  at  the  close  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign  as  could  be 
found  of  any  diocese  in  England,  and  almost  as  complete  a 
picture  sa  could  be  desired. 

An  examination  of  the  following  pages  will  perhaps  cause 
some  surprise  to  the  reader  on  two  grounds  :  first  at  the  num- 
ber of  beneficed  clergymen  at  the  close  of  Queen  Elizabeth's 
reign  who  were  graduates  at  the  Universities,  and  secondly 
at  the/eic  instances  of  benefices  held  in  plurality. 

As  far  as  the  Diocese  of  Norwich  was  concerned,  the 
outcry  against  pluralists  was,  like  many  other  outcries, 
wholly  unprovoked  by  the  facts  of  the  case.  An  attempt  had 
been  made  forty  years  before  to  supply  tlie  alarming  desertion 
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<)f  the  Universities  by  giving  certain  privileges  to  graduates, 
holding  out  to  them  prospects  of  preferment,  and  allowing 
them  to  hold  more  than  one  beueticc  at  the  same  time.  As 
this  plan  begiiii  to  tell,  and  University  men  were  taken  cure 
of,  they  who  were  not  University  graduates  took  the  alarm, 
and  hence  the  clamour  which  was  so  loud  when  James  I. 
came  to  the  throne.  The  Eelurns  here  printed  shew  in- 
contestablv  how  verv  small  was  the  basis  of  fact  on  which 
the  malcont«nts  had  to  build.  They  were  very  angry,  very 
aggressive,  verv  sour;  the  misfortune  was  that  the  facta  of 
the  case  were  never  produced,  and  Whitgift's  death,  followed 
as  it  was  by  the  unlucky  appointment  of  a  prelate  wholly 
out  of  sympathy  with  hia  predcces.sor,  ut  once  threw  the 
machinery  out  of  gear.  On  what  followed  this  is  not  the 
time  or  the  place  to  dwell. 


ffarl  M8.  695,  No.  20, /o.  94.     [A'.B.  ziii.  35.] 

[The  document  begins  willi  tlie  circular  letter  addressed 
to  the  Archdeaconp.] 
Salutem  in  Cliristo :  Wheras  I  have  receyved  this  daie, 
beinge  the  I'ith  daie  of  this  instant  Julie,  from  the  most 
reverend  father  in  God,  the  Lord  Archbishopp  of  Cauterburie 
his  grace,  lettens  bearing  date  the  laste  of  June  1603,  the 
true  eopio  wherof  with  all  other  thinges  specified  in  the 
same  I  send  you  with  theia  my  letters  hereiuclosed.  Theis 
are  in  his  Graces  name  straighlly  to  require,  chnrdge  and 
comaund  yow  that  prosentlie  uppon  the  receipt  hcrof  vow 
do  use  all  diligent  and  carefull  endevour,  for  the  satis- 
fienge  of  his  graces  pleasure  and  comaundement  concerning 
the  contents  of  hia  said  letters  and  all  other  thinges  inserted 
in  the  same,  Aud  uppon  the  accomplishingo  of  this  busines 
that  yow  do  retourne  unto  me  your  certificate  what  you  have 
done  and  founde  out,  about  the  premisses,  att  or  before  the 
12th  of  August  next. 


Wishing  you  to  deale  the  more  carefuIUe  with  all  diligent 
cercumspection,  and  your  uttermost  endeavour  for  the  good 
and  spedie  accomplish  in  ge  of  this  busines,  for  that  the  same 
tnaie  muche  concerne  and  import  your  selfe,  in  the  places 
of  the  »everall  juriadictions  which  you  occupie  and  sustuine : 
And  thus  not  douhtinge  of  your  dutiful!  employment  of  your 
best  endevour  in  this  behalfe,  with  my  loving  comendacions 
I  comitt  you  to  God's  tuicon  from  our  palace  att  Norwich 
this  12  of  Julie  1603. 

Tom-  loving  frend 

Jo :  Norwicen. 


After  my  hartie  comenducons  to  your  Lordship,  I  have 
thought  good  uppon  aome  speciall  occasion  me  therennto 
movingc  to  pruie  and  require  your  Lordship,  that  presentlie 
uppon  the  receipt  hereof  you  do  send  letters  as  well  to  hU 
your  Archdeacons  as  to  all  severall  Comin JHsarioa  within 
your  dioceese  willing  and  requiring  them  in  my  name 
to  send  for  everie  parson,  vicar,  and  curat  within  their 
Beverall  jurisdictions,  and  as  secretlie  and  particularlie  as 
they  canne  to  receive  of  them  in  wrightingo  their  ecverall 
awnawers,  to  everie  one  of  theia  points  following. 

And  that  the  said  Archdecona  and  Comissaries  so 
sone  as  they  shall  have  received  the  said  awnswcrs  in 
wrighting  from  the  several  ministers.  They  do  prcaentlie 
transmitt  them  in  aucteiiticall  forme  to  your  Lordahip,  to 
be  presentlie  sent  from  your  Lordship  unto  me  wherein 
I  must  put  your  Lordship  in  rememhraunce  that  you 
had  nede  to  give  some  touch  unto  your  Archdecons  nnd 
other  Comiesariea,  that  if  they  thoiight  of  it  hovi-e  much 
theis  thinges,  which  I  dealer  to  be  informed  in,  maie 
concerne  their  severall  jurisdictions,  they  would  both  have 
more  care  parliculerlie  to  en  forme  them-selvee,  by  all 
of  everie  such  matter  required  of  them  and  speedelie  to 
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retoume  certificate  of  them.     The  matters  that  I  do  desire 
to  be  advertised  of  with  all  convenient  speede  are  theis : — 

1.  I'irst  the  cet'taine  nomber  of  those  that  doe  receive 
the  communion  in  cverie  severall  parrishe. 

2.  The  certain  nomber  of  everie  mann  recusant  in- 
habitinge  in  everie  severall  parishe  within  their  severall 
jurisdictions  without  specitieuge  their  names,  and  likewise 
the  certaine  uomlter  of  everie  woman  recusant  diatiuct  from 
the  men  iu  roaner  as  aforesatde. 

3.  The  like  enquirie  to  be  obtained  as  well  what  the 
certaine  nomber  is  of  everie  maniie  as  afore  who  dothe  not 
receive  the  comunion,  as  also  the  certain  nomber  of  everie 

in  each  severall  parishe  who  dothe  not  receive  the 
comunion  without  speciEeng  their  names. 

4.  Tho  purticuler  name  of  everie  double- beneficed  manne 
in  your  dioces  who  houldeth  two  benefices  with  cure,  his 
degree  of  schole  and  qualificacon,  the  names  of  the  severall 
benefices  with  cure  which  he  so  houldeth,  how  many  miles 
distant  each  of  the  benefices  which  be  houldeth  is  from 
the  other,  and  as  neer  as  yow  canne  the  valuucon  of  them 
in  the  kiiiges  bookes. 

5.  IIow  many  severall  impropriacons  there  be  within 
your  dioces,  whether  they  be  endewed  with  vicaredges  or 
served  by  curates ;  if  with  vicaredges  what  everie  of  those 
severall  vicaredges  is  valued  att  as  nere  as  you  cann  en- 
forme  yourself  in  ihe  kinges  books.  If  by  curates  what 
the  ordynarie  stipend  is  that  the  proprietorie  paieth  for 
the  maintonaunce  of  the  curate. 

6.  The  name  of  everie  parsonage  within  your  dioces 
which  is  endewed  wilh  a  vicaredge,  what  the  said  parson- 
age is  valewed  att  in  the  kinges  books  and  what  the  vicar- 
edge is  valued  att. 

7.  Who  is  patron  of  everie  severall  benefice  within  your 
diocese  so  neere  as  your  recordes  of  institutions  can  give 
direction, 


And  thus,  praying  your  Lordahip  to  be  verie  carefull  in  the 
premissea,  I  comitt  you  to  the  protection  of  Almightie  God. 
From  Lambehitb  this  last  of  Juue  1603 

Your  Lordship's  loving  brother  in  Christ 
Jo:  Cantuarien. 
To  the  reverend  father  in  God 
nay  loving  brother  in  Chriate, 
the  Lord  Bishop  of  Norwich 
be  theis  delivered. 


I 


[The  following  ia  the  letter  of  the  Archdeacon  of  Norwich.] 
Reverendo  in  Christo  patri  ac  doraino,  domino  Johanni 
providentia  divinA  Norwicensi  Episcopo,  buniilis  et  devotus 
Tester  Johannes  Burman,  legum  doctor,  in  et  per  totum 
Archidiaconatum  Norwici  commissariua  cor  re::  tor  gen  era  lis 
et  officialis  sufficienter  et  legitime  conatifutua,  omnimodas 
reverentiiua  et  obedientiam  tanto  reverendo  patri  debitas 
cum  honore.  Literas  veatraa  mandatorias  et  reverendas  una 
cam  literis  mandatoriis  et  reverendissiinis  Reverendissitni 
in  Chrialo  patris  ac  domini,  domini  Johannis  permiasione 
divin&  Cantuariensis  Archiepiscopi  totiua  Anglias  priniatia 
et  roetropolitani,  ad  tranamittendum  reverendie  pBt«rnitati 
vestree  responsiones  omnium  et  singulorum  rectoruin  vicari- 
onim  et  ouratorum  infra  Archidiaconatum  Norwicensera 
predictum  quibuadam  articulia  et  interro gator iis  in  literis 
domiui  reverendiasimi  patria  mentionatia  et  insertis  Noverit 
paternitas,  veatra  nos  cum  ea  qua  decuit  reverentia  recepieae 
in  hiEC  verba : — 

[Here  follows  the  letters  of  the  Bishop  and  of  the  Primate 
totitifrn  cerbis.'] 
Nos  igitur  Johannes  Burman  Legum  Doctor,  commissariua 
el  officialis  antedictus,  literarum  vestrarum  reverendarum 
prcdictarum  vigore  et  authoritate  moniti  ;  Responsiones 
prefalorum    Rectorum    vicariorum    et    curatorum    et    eoruiii 


cujuslibet,  eic  per  hob  et  actorum  noatrorum  ecribam  receptas, 
ReverendBB  puternitati  vestrre  transmittimus  et  aignificamue 
8ub  motto  et  forma  sequentibiis,  viz. : — 

[The  entries  aa  to  four  parishes  which  follow  here  are 
given  as  specinieiia  of  the  form  iu  which  the  return  was 
made.] 

9rrfj'l''sronatu9  Nortoici.— Brcanatuo  Inatoorlf). 

Caweston.  Edwardus  Hamonde  cloricus  rector  ecclesiBB 
Caweaton  ffdict.  Examinatua  super  articulis  ef.  inter- 
rogatoriiB  prfficedentibus  reapondet  ut  sequitur. 

Ad  primum  die  it,  within  the  said  parish  of 
Caweaton  there  be  320  communicant  a  in  the  church 
of  Cuwston  aforesaid  hearein. 

To  the  2,  there  be  no  Recusants  either  mann  or 
woman. 

To  the  3,  all  persona  of  liiwfuU  age  receive  the 
communion  and  none  refuse. 

To  the  fourth,  he  have  no  other  benefice,  which  is 
valued  in  the  kingea  book  xv^i'.  xiijg.  jxrf.  qr. 

To  the  fift  and  sixt  he  cann  saie  nothinge. 

To  the  seventh,  the  kinges  maiestie  is  patron  of  the 
said  benefice. 

Baconsthobpe.     Johannes  Durwarde  clericua  rector  ecclesise 

de  Baeonsthorp  pdict  die  it  ut  sequitur. 

To  Erst  he  saith  there  be  foweracore  communicanta. 
To  the  2  and  3,  there  be  no  recusants  either  mann 

or  woman  and  all  peraous  of   lawfutl  age  receive   the 

communion. 

To  the  4,  his  benefice  is  vuUierd  in  the  king's  book 

m. 

To  the  5  and  6  there  be  none  such. 
To  the  seventh,  Sir  Christopher  Heydon,  Ejiiglit,  is 
patron  of  the  aaid  benefice. 


roTO>'  et  Hett»'fohde  in  decanal  de  Taverham  sequent 
Anthonius  iTeson  clericus  Ticarius  ecclesiaj  parochialis 
de  Tuttington  et  rector  ecclesia)  de  Heynford  pdictEe 
dicit  ut  sequitur. 

To  the  first,  in  the  parish  of  Tuttington  there  be  70 
communicants,  in  the  parish  of  Heynford  120. 

To  the  second  and  3  in  the  (sic)  Tuttington  there  be 
no  reousant-s  either  man  or  woman,  in  the  parish  of 
Heynford  ther  is  one  recusant  and  there  ij  men  do 
not  receive  the  communion,  and  in  Tuttingtun  all 
persons  of  lawfull  age  do  communicate  according  to 
lawe. 

To  the  fourth,  he  bouldeth  if  benefices  as  aforsaid 
with  cure  being  a  baechelor  of  nrtcs  Being  distant 
ij  myles  the  one  from  the  other  By  a  union  graunted 
from  the  Bishop  of  Norwich,  Tuttington  being  valued 
in  the  kinge's  book  att  v//.  7<i.  oh,  and  Heynford  att 
vj/i.  ij«.  yf.  ob. 

To  the  fift,  the  parsonage  of  Tuttington  is  impro- 
priate in  the  possession  of  Sir  Robert  Mansell,  Knight, 
which  is  indewed  with  the  vicaredge  aforsaid. 

To    the    seventh,    Sir    Robert    Hansel,     Enight,    is 
patron  of   the  vicaredge   of   Tuttington  and  'W'illiam 
Peck,  gent.,  patron  of  Heynford. 
On  fo.  146  :— 
fioooElAM.     Robertua  Brooke  clericus  ricarius  ibidem  dicit, 

To  the  first  he  aailh  he  hath  GO  communicants. 

To  the  second  and  third  he  anawereth  there  he  none. 

To  the  forth,  5,  6,  and  7  he  sayih  that  ther  ys  an 
Impropriation  with  a  vicaredge  endowed,  and  that  the 
Impropriation  is  in  Wm.  Telvcrton  hia  hands  Esq., 
and  that  the  vicaredge  is  valued  at  xxviijs.  in  the 
King's  books,  but  the  valuacon  of  the  Impropriation 
he  knoweth  not.  And  further  saith  that  the  King's 
malie.  is  patron  of  that  vicaredge. 
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|t0tes  011  i\t  Original  Statutes 

OF  THK 

COLLEGE  OP    ST.  JOHN   EVANGELIST    OF   RUSHWORTH, 
CO.  NORFOLK,  FOUNDED  BY  EDMUND  GONVTLLE 

A.T).  1342. 


roMMUNICATKU   BV 


THE    REV.   E.    K.    BENNET,    D.C.L. 


Among  the  Buxton  papers  recently  discovered  at 
Shadwell  Court,  a  copy  has  been  found  of  the  original 
Statutes  of  the  CoUege  of  St.  John  Evangelist  of  Rush- 
worth  (now  called  Rushford),  in  the  county  of  Norfolk, 
as  they  are  set  forth  in  the  foundation  deed  of  the  college, 
bearing  date  "pdie  Kalend  Septembr  Anno  Dni  miftimo 
ccc°°  quadragesimo  secundo"  (August  31st,  1342.)  It  is 
believed  that  this  is  the  only  copy  in  existence.  It  is 
interesting,  not  only  on  this  account,  but  because  there  is 
another  complete  set  of  statutes  promulgated  by  the  Bishop 
of  Norwich,  as  Visitor  of  the  College,  **  apud  Schuldham 
xiiij  die  Julii  Anno  Dni  mccclx"," — only  eighteen  years 
afterwards, — and  transcribed  by  Dugdale  in  his  Monasticon 
**  ex  registro  principali  doraini  Cuntuar  Archiepiscopi,  Islip, 
f.  1636."  And,  by  comparing  these  two  sets  of  statutes 
together,    we    not    only  see   more  of  the  raison   (Vitre  of 


these  rural  colleRiate  eatablishmentB  tbau  can  easily  be 
ptthererl  elsewhere,  but  we  can  also  detect  somotbiDg  of 
tie  difficultiea  of  such  foundationa  whieh  culled  for  a 
remod lulling  of  these  statutes  in  so  short  a.  time. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  reprint  the  Schuldbam  statutes  iu 
lull  I  propose,  therefore,  to  give  here  the  statutes  of 
1342  from  the  Buxton  MS.,  and  to  point  out  afterwards 
the  addttioua  or  alterations  which  the  Visitor  found  to  be 
necessary  in  1360.  In  doing  this,  I  may  conveniently  use 
aa  little  aa  possible  the  contractions  of  the  original  MS., 
for  the  sake  both  of  the  printer  and  of  ourselves. 

OmibuB  Christi  lEdelibus  ad  quos  preaeutes  litere  per- 
Tenerint  Edmundus  de  Gonevyll  Rector  ecclesie  Sancti 
Johannis  Svangeli^te  de  Rusechen'orthe,  Salutem  in  eo 
quern  peperit  virgo  gloriosa.  Noverit  universitas  vestra 
me,  ejus  nomine  invocato  qui,  secundum  apoatolum,  est 
nniversalis  bonitatis  fundainentum,  et  preter  ipsum  aliud 
poni  noQ  potest,  id  est  Iftu  Xri,  concessisae  et  hac  presenti 
carta  mea  con  fir  masse — primo  petita  et  optenta  illu  stria 
priiicipis  Dni  Edwardi  Dei  gracia  Regis  Angl  post  coiiquesl 
Vcii  liceutia  speciali,  ac  venerabilia  Dni  patris  Dni  Antonii 
Dei  gracia  Norwiceng  Episcopi,  necnon  capituli  NorwiceiiS 
eccleeia?,  optento  consensu  et  aseeusii,  ac  capitalis  Diii 
feod ;  cone urrenti bus  etiom  ceteris  in  hac  mca  voluntutti 
diapoaicione  et  ordinacione  necessariis.  Domino  Jobanni 
Powle,  Magiuiro  CoUegJi  et  Confraternitatia  de  Russche- 
worthe  predici  ac  confratribua  ejusdem  Coltegii,  qui  vocantur 
Ku  nominantur  Diis  Walrus  Hrounyng.  Dns  J(ih:iuneis  de 
8co  Neoto,  Dns  WiHs  de  Gryston,  Diia  Stepbanus  Peera  de 
Cotes,  capelluui,  et  confratres  doi  collegii  in  pdca  ecctia  de 
Russeworthe,  divina  ppetuis  temporibus  futuris  sub  forma 
BubscriptS  celebraturia  ad  collegium  ppetuum  ex  ipaia  et 
eor  suucessoribus  in  villa  de  Russcheworthe  p  me  fundatum, 
qd  domus  Sci  lohis  Ruangeliste  nuiu:up;iri  liiapono.  ac 
E  2 


etiatn  eisdem  Magro  et  capellunis  ct  eor  succeSBoribus  Ad- 
vocationem    eectie    de    Ruascheworthe    pdca,   cum   rectoria 

^usdem  eectie  siinul  etiam  cum  uno  messagio  iu  carta  dci 
Dili  Regis  contento  cum  omnibus  pueutibus  acceasoriia  et 
ptineiitibus  ad  ipsam  eccKam  rectoriam  et  messagium  qualiter 
ciinque  spectantibua,  aeu  indedependentibus;  bend  et  tenend 
pdcis  magro  et  capellanis  et  eof  succesaoribus  irappetuum 
in  puram  et  perpetuam  elecmosinam,  sub  forma,  tnodo,  et 
condicione,  dispo^icione,  et  ordinacione  subacriptia.  Ita 
"videlicet  qd  iu  dco  collegio  aint  quinque  capellaui  quorum 
uiius  eof  ait  magiater,  cui  ceteri  in  licitis  et  canonicis 
teneantur  obedire ;  qui  quidera  magiater  curam  eectie  do 
Eusechewoi'tbe,  eis  legitime  appropriate,  babeat.  Omnes 
autem  dci  presbyteri  pro  salubri  statu  meo  dum  vixero, 
et  pro  anima  mea  cum  ab  hac  luce  migravero  et  pro 
animabua  aateceaaorum  et  beredum  meor  et  omuium  fidelium 
defun(;t<irum,  nisi  racionabiliter  fiunt  excusati,  cotidie 
celebrabunt.  Tolo  otiam  et  ordino  quod,  cum  officium 
inagri  vacaverit,  per  confratrca  dee  domua  unauimi  conseuau 
et  asseuau  magiater  eligatur,  omui  tamen  aolempuitate  jura 
eubmota.  Et  ille  in  quem  major  pars  aociorum  consenaerit, 
ai  ait  de  gremio — vel  in  quem  due  partes  confratrum  con- 
Beuaint  ai  ait  extra  gremium — litera  patenti  conununi  aigillo 
eor  consignata,  epo  NorwiceuS,  vel  ejus  locum  tcneuti, 
psentetur :  et  aic  per  cpum,  aeu  ejus  locum  tenentem,  primo 
approbetur  ac  etiam  conaigiietur.  Ita  tamen  quod  aic  electuB, 
in  magrum,  antequam  per  epiim  cousignetur,  micbi  dum 
vixero  presontetur ;  me  autem  mortuo  manerium  dc  Lyrlyng 
adeat,  et  si  berea  meus  ibidem  fuerit,  tunc  eidem  ae  psentet. 
Alioqu  p  cuufirmaraem  bend,  licet  lieredi  ae  iion  presentet, 
Dhum  Epum  Norwicens  qui  p  tempe  fuit,  seu  ejua  locum 
tenentcm  adeat,  et  electioue  in  forma  eupdoa  facta,  protinua 
conBrmetur,  et  aic  electo,  tam  in  spiritual ib us  quam  in 
temporalibua  adminiatracio  committetur.  Perpctuum  turn 
silenoium    per    preeentes   heredibua    meia    impono    a    die? 


electione  seu  presentaciono  magri  sic  olecti  in  futurutu 
bciend  aeu  contraUctand.  Et  ne  membra  diu  sint  sine 
capite,  volo  ct  dispono  quod  die?  electio  per  confrotres  dicte 
DomuB  modo  pdCo,  et  psentatio  magri  sic  electi  per  pdcoa 
confratres  in  forma  pdca,  infra  trea  menses  a  tempore 
Tacatioma  dicti  magistratus  modo  supdijo  omnino  fiant  et 
^ectu  ut  decet  mancipentf.  Alioij,  ad  dcorum  confratmra 
defectum  seu  negligoncium  supplend,  Epua  NorwicenS  qui 
p  tempe  fuit  de  dicto  magistratu  cum  ptinen  pro  illo 
tempore  seu  vacione  ydoneo  capllo  et  discrete  de  dco  collegio 
coUacionem  faciut,  et  eum  in  mugrum  ibidem  pficiat. 
Juret  etiam  quicunque  ad  officium  magistratus  sic  electua 
sen  per  Epum  deputatus,  antequam  quicquid  de  bonis 
coUegii  administret  seu  inlromittat,  in  prescncia  confratrum, 
quod  bona  collegii  fideliter  adminietrabit  sine  dilapidacione 
in  utilitatem  collegii  convertendo.  Volo  insuper  et  ordino 
quod  cum  locus  confratris  vacaverit,  infra  uuum  annum 
immediate  post  mortem  Tel  dimissioneni  alicujus  subrogetur. 
Alioquin  post  lapsum  auni  ut  pdct'  ad  Epm  ilia  vice  puisio 
deuoluat.  Qui  sic  per  confratres  electus  et  p  magrum 
confirmatus,  seu  per  epum  ut  pmitf  deputatus,  juret  in 
psentiam  confratrum  quod  erit  obediens  magro  in  licitia  et 
canonicis  mandatis,  et  quod  eomodum  ad  honurera  dci 
OoUegii  quamdiu  vixerit,  pcurabit,  consilium  domus  non 
revelabit,  et  quamdiu  mora  ibm  trail  it,  quatenus  bumana 
permittit  fragilitas,  honestus  erit,  modestus,  quietus  atque 
castas.  Dictos  autem  sacerdotes,  turn  magrum  quum  alios, 
ppetuos  esse  volo,  nisi  talia  ppetuerint  crimina  propter  que 
deb^t  Rector  a  suo  beneficio  rcmoveri.  Si  quis  famen, 
ex  fnigilitate  et  non  ex  pei'tinancia  in  aliquibus  premissorum 
vel  per  inobedientiam  deliqucrit,  paratus  sit  se  corrigere, 
perjurus  ex  hoc  minime  censeatur.  Tamen  si  aliquis  eorum 
peceaverit  more  religiosomm  in  eapitulo  per  magrura  eor- 
ripi  debet  et  absolui.  Deinde  volo  et  dispono  quod  quilibet 
dictorum   capellanorum   singlis  annis  pro  eorum  nccessariii 


triginta  aolidoa  per   inanus  magri  percipiat,  magister  vero 

quiiiquaginta  solidos  de  bonis  collegii  habeat  et  percipiat. 
Iiisiiper  volo  quod  si  quis  confratrum  predictorum  ppetua 
infirmitate  detinoatur  et  licet  celebrare  nequeat,  tamen  ad 
(erminum  vile  sue  in  eodem  collegio  et  de  bonis  dicti 
collegii  in  esculentia  et  poculcntis  vestiira  et  calciainentia 
h  on  orifice  necundum  etatum  euuni  alatur  et  Bustentetur. 
Uabeant  autem,  tam  niagistcr  qiiam  singli  confres,  per  totam 
vitam  snaui  ppetalem,  ita  quod  si  a  dicto  collegio  recedant 
vel  dci'esserint  medietas  omnium  lionorum  eorum,  debitis 
tamen  eonira  primo  solutis,  collegio  applicetur,  aliam  vero 
medietatem  toIo  ut  teatamento  legandi  seu  aliter  diaponendi 
liberam  bubeant  facultatem,  Omncs  autem  de  collegio  ad 
continuara  residentiam  volo  obligari,  ita  quod  extra  collegium 
penioctare  nequeant  sine  speciali  lieencia  magistri,  magrum 
autem,  qui  circa  negotia  dicti  collegii  occupari  oporteat, 
ad  banc  residentiam  facicndam  non  artetur.  Preterea  volo 
et  ordino  quod  magister  qui  pro  tempore  fuerit  per  ae  vel 
per  alium  eonfratrom  parocbianis  dicte  ville  de  Russche- 
wortbe  socramenta  et  sacramentalia  miniatret,  pront  cura 
animarum  ei  tradita  exigit  et  requirit.  Capitulum  autem 
intrent  confratres  quolibet  die  post  missam  de  die,  ubi 
confratrcs  presontea  volo  congregari,  qui  preces  fundaut  pro 
aalubri  statu  vite  mee,  et  pro  salute  anime  mec  et  beredum 
roeonim  cum  ab  hac  luce  migravero,  et  pro  omnibus  aliis 
benefactor! bus  vivis  et  mortuis,  pro  vivis  cum  hac  oratione 
Deua  qui  caritatis,  pro  mortuis  Inelina  Domine  et  Miserere 
quassumus.'  Ibidem  tractctur  de  negociis  diete  domus,  et 
stabile  fiat  et  firmum  quod  ibidem  per  maj'orem  partem 
capituli  fuerit  ordinnlum.  Et  quod  quatuor  confratres 
predict!  consurgant  in  aurora  vel  mane  secundum  exigen- 
ciam  temporin  et  intrent  eeetiam  illorum  de  Russcbewortbe 
et  matutinaa  de  Sancta  Maria  dicant  sine  nota,  vel  aaltem 
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■^imio  coUetts  th«n  wail  knowTi. 
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ebdomadariua;^  et  postea  matutinas  et  boras  canonicas  de 
die  secundum  usum  in  Dioec  comumniter  observatum  in 
choro  per  notam  psallent,  si  comraode  fieri  poaait,  vel  ad 
miniia  iii  festis  cum  regimine  cbori.  Dcinde  uiiub  con- 
fralrum  miesam  dicat  De  Trinitate  in  capella  infra  eorum 
munsuni.  Alius  missam  de  Saacta  Maria  in  ecclesia.  Tercius 
vero  pro  defunctis  missam  Dc  Requiem  dicat.  Quartus 
celebret  missam  de  die  cum  nota,  ceteris  confratribus  adju- 
Tantibus.  Et  quod  quoUbet  die  omnes  confratres  Placebo 
et  Dirige  dicant  vel  psallent,  nisi  racionabilifer  fiunt 
impediti,  vel  ad  minus  ebdomadariua.  Magistrum  vero  ad 
observaciones  supradictas,  cum  impedifus  fuerit,  nolo  onerari. 
Et  quod  anniversarius  dies  meus  post  mortem  mcam  aiiuu- 
atim  solempniter  observetur.  Omnea  autem  de  collegio  m 
ecctia,  tempore  divini  aervicii  morando,  maiitallo  albo  et 
pilio  in  capite  debitis  temporibus  utentur,  extra  autem 
ecctiam  in  gestn,  tonsiiru,  orn amentia,  et  aliis  omnibus, 
honestatem  observent  clericalem.  Volo  autera  et  dispone 
quod  omnes  confratres  in  una  domo  aimiil  dormiant,  nc  in 
nnn  domo  simul  communiter  concedant  et  vivaut,  contenti 
cibis  et  potibus  per  dictum  magistrum,  sen  alium  ad  hoc 
OTdinatum,  secundum  faeultatem  domus  provisis,  nisi  in- 
firmitate  vel  alia  jusfa  causa  aliquia  eorum  in  inensa  inter- 
esse  impeditus  fuerit.  Item  volo  et  ordioo  quod  commune 
habeant  sigiUum  et  communem  cistam  cum  tribua  acraria, 
et  clavibuB  diuerae  fabrice,  quarum  ima  clavia  remanet 
penefl  magistrum,  et  alie  due  claves  penea  alios  duos  de 
coniratribua,  in  qua  ctsta  reponatur  stgillum  predictum,  et 
alii  collegii  muniment  a. 

El  quod  magister  confratribus  eiiis  seniel  in  anno,  circa 


'  This  looks  like  an  nflprthoueht.  If  aU  ttmr  feI!t.wB 
still  serrice,  at  least  the  chftplniii  for  the  week  is  nut 
irioiu  eipretsion  occdtb  a  liLtlu  further  on,  to  secure 


the  placebo  nad  diri^p. 


festum  Soncti  Michaelis,  de  eonim  statu  bonis  et  incre- 
raenlis  fidelem  visum  reddere  teneatur,  ut  quolJbet  anno 
upparere  raleat  an  eorum  bono  augineuta  fuerint  sive 
diminuta.  Do  inauper  et  per  preaentes  concede,  Episcopo 
Norwii;  cuicunque  et  successoribua  suia  Episcopis  Norwicen 
libcram  potcatatera  banc  meara  ordinacionem  sive  statuta 
de  quibus  super  tit  mentio  corrigendi  augendi  eisdem  quoque 
addeiidi  et  detrabendi  pro  loco  et  tcmporo  opportunis  im- 
ppeluum.  Et  ego  dictue  Edmundus  de  Gouevill  et  beredes 
niei  advocacionem  dicte  eccKe  de  Russcbewortbe  cum 
rectoria  et  pdco  meseuagio  pdcis  Jobi  Powll,  magro  et 
auia  succesaoribus  necnon  pdcia  confratribus  Dno  WaUo 
Brounyng,  Dno  Johi  de  Sco  Neoto,  Dno  Wjtto  de  Griston, 
Dno  St«pho  Peers  de  Cotys  et  eorum  Buccesaoribue  ac 
Collegio  pdco  cum  omnibus  acccssoriis  et  ptinen  suis  in 
puram  et  ppetuam  eleraosinam  contra  omnea  gentes  sub 
forma  supradicta  warantizabimus  et  defendemus  imppetuum. 
In  cujus  rei  testimonium  ac  in  ppetuam  pmisaorum  me- 
moriam  et  testimonium  clarum  et  inespugnabile  psentibiis 
aigillum  meum  appoaui.  Hiia  teatibus,  Dno  Jolli  Bardolff, 
Dno  de  Wyrmynggey,  Dno  Rotto  de  Morleygb,  Murescaft 
Hibemie,  Diio  Conatanfino  de  mortuo  mari,  Dno  Ansclmo  de 
Mnreacall,  Dno  Johi  Howard,  militibus,  Simon  de  ffelbrigg, 
Oliuero  le  Groa,  Rico  de  Boyland,  Jotle  de  Secford,  Tboma 
de  Sco  bomaro,  Wifto  Tyiiney,  Rofcto  de  Rosenill,  Robto 
de  Bukcnbum,  et  aliJs.  Data  apud  Russcbewortbe  pdi^um 
pdie  kalend  Sept«mb  Anno  Dni  mittimo  ccc"""  quadrageeimo 
secundo. — Buxton  MSS.  482,  in  durau. 


It  aeema  to  me  probable  tbat  these  statutes  are  from  tbe 
band  of  the  Founder  bimaelf.  Tbcre  is  something  of  a 
simple  personality  about  them.  The  arrangement  is  confused 
and  defective — tbe  reason,  indeed,  given  by  the  Visitor  in 
13fi0  being,  that  "inter  ca>tera"  (munimenta  collegii) 
"repcrimus  ordinationes  et  statuta,  quie  unire  debent  minus 


diminuta ; "  and  yet  there  is  a  tender  care, — a 
liagering  inaistance  on  certain  points  and  a  somewhat  hasty 
pa»^ng  over  others,  which  seem  to  shew  the  good  Founder 
occupying  himself  with  a  work  of  love  which  he  would  not 
hand  over  to  a  secret-ary  or  a  lawyer.  I  do  not  speak  here 
of  the  wider  reasons  which,  as  I  think,  were  in  Edmund 
GtmTitle'a  mind  for  making  his  religious  dispositions  in  the 
fonn  of  a  collegiate  foundation.  Of  those  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  speak  further  in  a  paper  on  the  College  History, 
now  in  preparation  for  puhlicatiou  by  this  Society.  It  is 
enough  here  to  pass  rapidly  through  the  provisions  which  (as 
he  thought)  he  had  so  carefully  made,  for  preserving  to  all 
future  time  the  memory  of  himself  and  his  family,  and  for 
the  welfare  of  their  souls. 

He  provides  for  five  priests  to  be  continually  resident 
in  one  house,  to  one  of  whom,  us  Master,  he  commits  the 
general  oversight  of  his  foundation ;  and  also,  specially  and 
personally,  the  spiritual  care  of  the  town  in  which,  and  from 
whose  tithes,  the  foundation  is  to  he,  in  the  first  instance, 
established  and  maintained.  There  is  no  hint  or  question 
at  all  of  any  educational  purpose  in  the  foundation. 
Mr.  Blomefiold's  assertion  that  "  it  is  said  to  have  been 
designed  as  a  seminary  for  the  College  of  Gun  vile 
Hall  in  Cambridge  "  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  and  certainly 
BO  far  as  the  statutes  of  the  Founder  have  anything 
to  shew,  absolutely  unsupported.  It  was  a  purely  religious 
foundation,  in  which,  every  day  throughout  the  year,  certain 
specified  prayers  were  to  be  offered  in  chapter  by  the  college, 
for  the  Founder  and  all  benefactors ;  and,  beyond  this,  the 
matins  of  St.  Mary,  the  matins  and  hours  for  the  day,  and 
four  masses,  duly  specified,  were  to  be  daily  said,  and  the 
placebo  and  dirige  recited  publicly  in  the  church.  No 
provision  is  made  for  vespers,  compline,  or  other  public  daily 
offices  than  those  thus  set  forth.  It  was,  probably,  thought 
that  these  would  fall  naturally  within  the  duty  of  the  coUcgi-, 
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as  impropriate  rector  of  the  church.  And  the  only  further 
requirements    in    this   direction    are    that    the    Founder's 

anniversary  shall  be  "  solemnly  "  observed,  and  that  the 
members  of  the  college  shall  wear  a  white  mantle  and  a  cap* 
at  all  public  offices  in  the  church. 

The  Master  and  Fellows  of  the  college  are  left  to 
themselves  to  arrange  their  private  affairs — the  majority 
having  the  right  of  decision  in  all  things ;  the  only 
restriction  herein  being  that  while  they  may  choose 
whom  they  will  to  fill  up  vacancies  in  the  mastership  and 
fellowships,  they  can  neither  leave  such  vacancies  open  for 
their  own  benefit  (the  bishop,  in  such  cases,  having  tha 
power  of  collation),  nor  can  they  remove  a  fellow,  once 
elected,  during  bis  life,  unless  for  such  crimes  as  those  for 
which  a  rector  of  a  church  would  incur  deprivation. 

As  t-ouching  their  private  lives,  they  were  apparently 
generally  subject  to  the  Master,  whose  office  it  was  to 
see  that  each  one  kept  his  fellowship  oath  that  he  would 
"keep  the  counsel"  and  "maintain  the  honour"  of  the 
college,  and  that,  "  quatenus  humana  fragilitas  permittit," 
he  would,  so  long  as  he  lived  in  the  house, — "  quamdiu 
moram  ibidem  traxerit" — be  "  honestue,  modestus,  quietus, 
atque  castus."  The  Founder  reserved  neither  to  himself 
nor  te  his  family  any  right  of  visitation,  nor  of  inter- 
ference in  the  afi'airs  of  the  college.-  all  the  recognition 
of  the  family  connection,  other  than  the  important  position 
I  the  prayers  and  masses  of  the  college   to   the 


'  Much  atreaa  aopma  to  hare  betm  laid  on  tha  one  of  tlieaa  veatmsal*. 
They  ate  not  only  again  ordered  in  Biahop  Percy's  Statutes,  but,  in  the 
doodaof  1496  and  14fll  by  which  Lady  Anno  Wyngfield  largely  endowed 
the  college,  their  uac  ii  again  tnBiated  on.  In  the  Utter  deed  the  order 
atanda  thus:— "  Weryng  and  uayng  in  ■ye  tjmo  of  doyng  of  au'ices  s  whyt« 
amya  lyned  or  fiirrid  wt  colo'  y'  wyll,  and  aboue  it  a  roantill  or  a  Cope  of 
wbyte,  yc  aumo  aoyd  amyg  and  mantill  to  be  made  aft'  ye  tac'on  of  yo 
amyB  and  cope  or  mantyll  for  suche  aparelles  used  to  be  made  in  ye  College 
of  ye  Chapella  of  fe!d  in  Norwiohe."  *o. 
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Founder  and  his  kindred,  being  that  eveiy  Master  upon 
his  election  waa  to  be  presented,  not  for  conBnnation, 
but  in  honouritble  ceremouial,  to  the  heir  of  the  family 
if  he  should  happen  to  be  then  at  Larliiig,  the  chief 
family  seat.  But  to  the  bishop  was  specially  and  most 
stringently  reserved  power,  as  visitor,  to  alter,  amend,  and 
add   to   the  statutes,   from   time   to  time  as  he  should  see 

et. 

Taming  now  to  the  statutes  by  Bishop  Percy  in  1360, 
we  can  imagine  that  aU  things  had  not  gone  quite  smoothly 
at  the  new  College  of  Ruahworth  since  its  foundation 
eighteen  years  before.  The  original  statutes  of  the  Founder 
already  needed  rearrangement.  Some  things  appear  to  have 
been  omitted,  of  which  omission  undue  advantage  had 
possibly  been  taken.  Ordinances  as  to  other  things  had 
been  loosely  expressed,  and  differences  of  opinion  might 
have  occurred.  There  is  no  question  of  setting  any  original 
intention  aside.  Jealous  care  is  taken  in  the  new  statutes,  to 
do  all  honour  to  the  Founder  and  his  intentions.  The  very 
words  and  phrases  of  his  statutes  are  in  every  case  preserved 
where  possible,  and  every  point  which  he  had  specially 
dwelt  on  is  reasserted.  His  church  services  and  ordinances 
remain  unaltered.  The  object  of  the  new  statutes  is  clearly 
to  make  the  Founder's  wishes  only  more  effective  in  their 
working. 

The  statutes  are  headed  "  Statu ta  et  ordinationes  pro 
gubematione  ecclesie  collegiate  de  Russchworth,  in  agro 
Norfolcienci,  per  Thnmam  Norwicensem  Episcopum  abibilita." 
The  bishop  states  that  on  his  first  visitation — "  cum  nostram 
difficeein  inchoavimus  visitare'' — ^he  visited  the  College  of 
Rushworth  "per  bone  memorie  Dominum  Edmimdum  de 
Oonevill  nuper  fundatum,"  and  there  found  among  other 
things  the  statutes  of  the  Founder,  "secundum  quK  unire 
debent  minus  canonice  dimiouta."  For  the  correctment  of 
which  things,  and  that  they  may  henceforth  he  observed  by 
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the  college  according  to  the  will  of  the  deceased,  these 
statutes  are  made,  "with  the  consent  of  all  interested 
in  them."  The  Founder's  statutes  are  then  rearranged, 
HO  ae  to  fall  more  regularly  under  distinct  heads;  and  the 
alterations  or  additions  to  them  may  be  stated  thus : — 

The  number  of  the  fellows  is  to  be  increased,  if  the  funds 
shall  be  found  to  increase  sufficiently  ;  but  no  such  addition 
shall  be  made  unless  ten  marks  of  silver  at  least  be  available 
for  each  fellow  so  added  to  the  college — "  pro  quolibet  socio 
excrcscendo."  The  pajTnents  to  the  fellows,  ordained  by  the 
Founder  to  be  made  "  annuatim,"  are  to  be  henceforth  made 
by  equal  portions  at  Chriatmaa,  Pentecost,  and  Michaelmas ; 
and  the  ilaster  upon  election  is  to  include  in  bis  oath  of 
office  an  engagement  that  these  stipends  shall  be  paid  at  the 
stated  times,  "nisi  fuerit  ration abiliter  excusatus."  No  legal 
solemnity  is  required  for  the  Master's  election — this  waa 
an  original  ordinance, — but  an  additional  provision  is 
made  that  "solum  majoria  partis  consensum  (ut  est  dictum) 
per  viam  scrutinii  in  electione  custodis  voluraua  observari." 
And  if  two  are  chosen  with  equal  votes,  the  Bishop 
shall  choose  one  of  them.  The  arrangements  as  to 
presentation  of  the  Master  to  the  Founder's  heir  "  ad 
manerium  de  Lirlyngo "  are  reaffirmed ;  but  a  clause  is 
inserted  that  his  admission  to  the  mastership  "tarn  in 
spiritualibus  quam  in  temporahbus  "  shall  depend  solely  on 
his  election,  presentation,  and  confirmation  by  the  Bishop. 
The  time  allowed  to  the  college  for  filling  a  vacant  fellowship 
is  reduced  from  twelve  to  six  months,  and  the  important 
statute  requiring  half  the  property  of  every  fellow  of  the 
college  to  revert  to  Ibe  college  upon  bis  death  or  departure — 
the  other  half  remaining  at  bis  disposition  by  will  or  other- 
wise— is  supplemented  in  u  not  less  important  clause,  that  If 
he  has  made  no  such  disposition,  all  hia  goods  "ubicunque 
inventa"  shall  belong  to  the  college.  The  fellow's  oath  ia 
significantly  altered.    They  shall  observe  not  only  in  general 


terms  the  hoDour  and  counsel  of  the  college,  but  "  personas 
eoruin  (i.e.,  coUegii)  concernantia  et  non  contrarium  quamdiu 
rixerint  procurabunt."  Moreover,  the  engagement  to  live 
honestly  is  strengthened  by  an  undertaking  that  the  new 
fellow  shall  be  not  only  "  honestus,  modestus,  quietus,  atque 
castus,"  but  also  "pacificus." 

The  wise  arrangement  of  the  Founder  for  daily  con- 
ference on  the  domestic  matters  of  the  college  is  so  far 
Tel&xed,  that  the  time  of  mectiog  is  not  confined  to  that 
of  the  early  \fass.  It  may  be  at  any  other  hour,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  major  part  of  the  college.  In  any  dis- 
cuesion  the  votes  of  a  majority  shall  be  final ;  but  a  new 
clause  is  added,  to  secure  that  any  alienation  of  the  real 
property  of  the  college  shall  only  take  place  with  unanimoua 
consent  of  all.  The  obligation  to  rise  early  for  the  appointed 
offices  in  the  church  is  extended  beyond  the  fellows  to  the 
"  presbyter! "  and  "  servi  "  of  the  college,  and  the  exemption 
of  the  Master  from  attending  the  religious  services,  which  had 
been  in  the  Founder's  statutes,  is  now  struck  out.  As  to  the 
religious  services  themselves,  but  little  change  is  made.  It 
is  only  further  required  that  the  fellows  shall  take  it  in  turn 
to  direct  the  choir  and  to  say  the  mass  for  the  day,  or  to  find 
a  substitute ;  and  that  at  every  one  of  the  masses  recited  in 
the  church,  a  special  collect  for  the  souls  of  Edmund 
Gonvile,  his  ancestors  and  successors,  and  for  all  benefactors, 
shall  be  said.  The  private  chapel  of  the  college  is  in> 
cidentally  described  as  "eorom  capelJa  eorum  dormitorio 
annexa  ;  "  thus  fixing  the  actual  position  of  the  chapel  and 
dormitory  on  the  south  of  the  quadrangle.  The  ordinance  as 
to  the  dress  in  church  is  enlarged.  Not  only  the  fellows,  but 
all  of  the  college,  are  to  wear  the  distinctive  white  mantle  and 
cap,  "except  those  who  are  dressed  in  surplices  or  other  or- 
naments of  the  Church."  And  the  obligations  of  the  fellows 
as  to  dress  and  ornaments  outside  the  church  are  now  more 
strictlj'  defined.     "In  gestu,  tonsura,  coronft,  omamentis,  et 
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aliis"  they  are  to  observe  "honestatenj  in  onmibus  clericalem. 
And  to  this  end  they  may  use  some  one  common  form  of 

garment — master  and  fellows  alike. 

The  only  remaining  alteration  or  addition  to  the  Fovuider*B 
Btatutea  ia  not  without  importance.  The  Master  is  not  to 
admit  "ad  aerviendum  in  collegio,  aliquoa  de  parenteli 
8u6,"  unless  he  has  the  assent  of  the  majority  of  the  fellows. 
And  moreover,  a  special  addition  is  made  to  the  Founder's 
ordinance  that  an  annual  account  of  all  the  goods  of  the 
community  is  to  be  rendered  by  the  Master  of  the  college 
at  Michaelmas.  This  is  now  extended  by  a  requirement 
that,  of  such  annual  account  of  all  I  he  income  and  out- 
goings, an  indenture  shall  be  di'awn ;  one  part  to  remain 
with  the  Master,  and  the  other  reposited  in  the  college 
chest ;  "  so  that  two  or  three  times  in  the  year  he  may  give 
a  sight  of  it  to  the  brethren,  if  they  shull  wish  to  see  it." 

Finally,  the  statutes  thus  rearranged  are  confirmed, 
ratified,  and  approved,  "tam  auctoritate  pontificate  ins  (sic) 
quam  ordinaria;"  and  the  college  ia  declared  to  be 
"  licitum,"  saving  the  rights  of  the  see  and  of  the  cathedral 
cjhurch  of   Norwich. 

From  all  this,  it  should  seem  that  the  Founder's  statutes,  and 
especially  those  relating  to  the  Master's  election  and  powers, 
had  been  wanting  in  diatinctness.  The  first  Master,  chosen 
by  Ihe  Founder  himself,  had  been  probably  his  own  familiar 
friend;  fellow -chaplain  with  himself,  as  we  know  him  to  have 
been,  of  the  Bishop  of  Ely  in  his  younger  days.  And  it 
was  not  likely  that  Gonvile,  in  ponuing  hia  statutes,  would 
too  jealously  guard  against  any  misuse  of  the  powers  which 
he  was  committing  to  his  old  friend's  hands.  But  Ju  the 
eighteen  years  passed  away  since  the  gallant  company, 
recorded  iu  the  foundation  deed,  had  seen  Domiuus  John 
Powlc  of  Godewyk  installed  in  his  newly-created  office  as 
Master  of  Ilushworth,  many  changes  had  occurred.  Two  or 
three  of  the  first  chosen  fellows  still  survived,  but  the  Founder 
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WbA  his  friend,  the  tirst  Master,  had  long  passed  away.  Other 
(two  or  three  at  least)  Masters  bad  come  and  gone,  and 
lie  who  now  occupied  the  Master's  chair  {according  to 
Blomefield)  was  Thomas  de  Watton,  who  eeenia — as  I  connot 
help  thinking — to  be  something  of  an  interloper.  He  is 
not,  at  any  rate,  mentioned  in  any  of  the  Buxton  MSS,  as  of 
those  to  whom,  or  by  whom,  lands  or  goods  were  assigned  on 
behalf  of  the  coUege;  though  all  these  assignments,  of  which 
there  are  four,  mention  each  one  of  the  several  "capellani" 
to  whom  the  assignment  was  made.  Be  this  aa  it  may,  there 
had  probably  been  much  domestic  friction  in  the  afiairs  of 
the  College.  It  ia  easy  to  imagine  that,  under  the  extensive 
powers  of  the  original  statutes,  an  unscrupulous  Master  could 
work  much  mischief  and  could  exercise  much  tyranny.  He 
might  have  withheld  the  fellows'  stipends,  upon  one  excuse 
or  other ;  no  special  day  of  payment  being  assigned  for 
them  ID  the  Founder's  statutes.  There  may  have  been  ca- 
pricious orders  and  arrangements  as  to  the  daily  services  to 
be  performed  by  the  fellows.  Some  may  have  been  unduly 
bnnlened,  others  unduly  favoured.  The  Master  may  have 
used  his  personal  exemption  from  these  services  to  absent 
himself  altogether  from  the  college,  leaving  his  special  cure 
of  souls  in  Kushworth  to  take  care  of  itself  or  to  full  on 
the  brethren  at  random.  He  may  have  thrust  his  own 
relations  and  friends — not  indeed  into  fellowships,  for  this 
waa  beyond  his  power — but  into  other  offices  of  the  college ; 
and  the  money  which  might  have  endowed  another  fellow  or 
two  to  share  the  common  duties  may  have  been  wasted  on 
these  hangers-on  of  the  Master.  And  he  might  have  kept 
the  accounts  of  the  college  so  much  to  himself  that  waste 
and  spoil  may  have  occurred — none  other  of  the  college 
knowing  of  it,  or  having  ground  of  appeal  to  the  visitor 
under  the  statutes. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  fellows  themselves,  if  such  things 
as   these  had   happened,   were   not   at   all   likely   to   shew 


exceBsive  patience.  It  was  a  rough  time, — that  in  which 
they  lived, — and  there  may  have  been  something  harder 
than  oral  arguments  used  in  those  daily  conferences  in  chapter 
"post  miesam  de  die"  which  the  Founder  had_made  part 
of  the  college  duty.  There  may  have  been  very  good 
reason  why  the  new  fellowship  was  to  bind  them  to  be 
not  only  "quieti,"  but  "pacifici."  A  man  might  be 
"honestus"  and  "castus,"  and  "quietus"  enough,  too, 
within  certain  limits,  but  one  can  seem  to  read,  between 
the  lines  of  Bishop  Percy's  statutes,  the  necessity  for 
thenceforth  binding  both  Master  and  fellows  of  Edmund 
Gonvile's  college — the  one  to  greater  honesty,  the  others  to 
greater  gentleness  than  in  the  past. 

But  two  points  remain  for  notice.  It  is  curious  that,  in 
the  deed  of  1485  a.d.,  from  which  these  original  statutes  are 
taken,  as  they  are  there  transcribed  and  referred  to,  they 
and  they  only,  arc  spoken  of  as  the  authority  for  the 
"good  usages  of  the  said  college."  And  no  mention  is 
made  of  these  later  statutes  of  Bishop  Percy,  although  in 
thorn  is  contained,  even  more  at  large  than  in  the  original 
•'■iloundation  statutes,  everything  of  which  Lady  Anne 
Wingfiold,  in  the  deed  above  referred  to,  is  taking 
cognizance.  It  is  the  Founder — not  his  Visitor — whose 
wishes  and  statutes  are  of  chief  authority.  "  He,  being  dead, 
yet  speaketh  "  to  his  college. 

The  other  point  is  that,  by  these  later  statutes,  power 
aeems  to  be  given  by  implication  to  the  brethren,  if  utiani- 
mous,  to  alienate  the  property  of  the  college,  icithont  any 
other  assetit  than  their  own.  And  I  shall  have  occasion  to 
refer  to  this  more  especially  when,  in  the  historical  paper 
I  have  already  mentioned,  I  have  to  apeak  of  the  final 
dissolution  of  the  college,  and  its  surrender  to  the  king. 
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IN    THE    DEANERY    OF   NORWICH. 

ooionnricATED  bt 
THE    REV.    C.    R.    MANNING,    M.A., 

Hon.  See. 


An  examination  of  all  the  Church  Plate  remaining  in 
the  City  of  Norwich  being  thought  desirable  by  our 
Committee,  I  had  pleasure  in  undertaking  the  task,  and 
the  result  is  now  placed  before  our  Members  in  a  catalogue 
of  the  possessions  of  each  parish,  with  some  illustrations 
of  the  best  pieces.  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  the 
various  authorities — the  Dean,  the  clergy,  and  church- 
wardens, and  other  custodians — for  their  permission  to 
make  my  examinations,  and  for  the  courtesy  and  readiness 
to  further  my  object  which  I  everywhere  received. 

Norwich  having  had  its  own  goldsmiths'  company  from 
an  early  period,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  a  large  number 
of  pieces  would  still  remain  stamped  with  its  hall  mark; 
but  any  expectati^  of  an  important  *'  find, "  or  of  earlier 
specimens  than  those  already  known,  have  not  been  realized. 
The  injunctions  of  the  bishops  at  the  beginning  of  Queen 
Elizabeth's  reign  were  so  faithfully  obeyed,  that  if  any 
old  plate  survived  the  previous  clearance  of  all  that  was 
deemed  superstitious,  none  was  now  retained,  with  the 
exception  of  the  fine  cup  of  London  make  at  St.  Peter's 
Mancroft,  which  appears  to  be  of  the  year  1543.  The  hope 
that  some  addition   might  be  made  to  Mr.  Cripps's  list  of 
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Norwich  marks,  lias  been  a  little  more  successful.  An 
estoile  occurs  on  a  cup  and  paten  at  St.  James's  (1566-7) ; 
a  Pegoius  at  St.  Gregory's  (1628-9)  ;  a  lion  rampant  at 
SS.  Simon  and  Jude  {1634-5);  and  T.  H.  with  a  muUet 
on  the  plate  of  Thomas  Havers  in  several  churches,  as 
shown  in  the  chronological  list  at  the  end  of  this  paper. 
Peter  Peterson's  mark  of  an  orb  and  cross  in  a  lozeoge  is 
the  moat  frequent  in  Elizabethan  plate,  and  an  interesting 
variety  o£  the  same  mark  in  a  shaped  shield  appears  on 
the  four  curious  cups  belonging  to  the  Dutch  church. 
In  all  I  have  found  as  many  as  fifty-six  pieces  of  Norwich 
manufacture.  The  most  remarkable  Norwich  piece  is  the 
cup  and  cover  of  1568  at  St.  Andrew's.  The  rest  of  the 
plate  is  of  London  make,  unless  the  small  cup  at  St.  Peter 
Southgate  be  excepted,  which  has  for  a  mark  the  arras  of 
King's  Lynn,  similar  to  one  on  a  paten  at  St.  Nicholas, 
Lynn ;  but  I  am  not  aware  that  any  assay  office  existed 
at  Lynn. 

It  is  interesting  to  notice  the  variety  of  imcripUons  on 
many  of  the  pieces,  and  the  terms  used  to  designate  thent, 
and  the  texts  of  Scripture  quoted.  It  is  remarkable  how 
very  uncouth  is  the  spelling  and  lettering  on  the  Elizabethan 
Bpccimens.  The  same  artist  can  hardly  have  executed  the 
ornamental  chasing  and  these  inscriptions.  They  resemble 
the  entries  in  the  churchwardens'  account  books  of  the 
same  time,  and  were  perhaps  placed  on  the  vessels  after 
purchase  by  the  parochial  authorities.  The  donors  of  plate 
are  numerous,  and  I  have  added  a  tabular  list  of  their 
names.  I  have  employed  the  word  cup  instead  of  chalioa 
in  the  catalogue,  as  more  in  accordance  with  the  episcopal 
injunctions  of  the  time. 

Having  given  some  account  of  the  Norwich  goldsmiths 
in  my  former  paper  on  the  Plate  of  the  Deanery  of  Reden- 
hall  (vol.  ix.,  p.  68),  and  also  of  the  different  marks  used, 
and  of  the  change  of  form  in  the  vessels  for  Holy  Com- 


mnnion,  I  need  not  here  repeat  the  information  collected 
there.  In  qnoting  Mr.  Cripps's  valuable  book  on  Old 
EnjUsh   Plate,     I    liave   used   the   second   edition    {Murray, 
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I. — ^THE  CATHEDRAL    CHURCH. 


Of  the  plate  for  the  service  of  the  Holy  CommumS 
Wonging  to  the  Cathedral  in  the  time  immediately  buc- 
ceeding  the  Reformation  nothing  now  remains.  It  might 
We  been  expected  that  here  would  be  preserved  Gome 
of  the  finer  epecimens  of  the  skill  of  the  Elizabethan 
goldsmitb,  Peter  Peterson,  rivalling  hia  excellent  work 
still  remaining  in  the  possession  of  the  Corporation  of  this 
city.  But,  whatever  the  cathedral  church  then  possessed, 
it  has  disappeared,  and  there  is  not  a  single  piece  of 
Norwich  manufacture  now  belonging  to  it.  Apparently, 
however,  there  was  not  much  to  lose.  Blomefield  records 
that  in  the  time  of  Dean  Gardiner  (1573 — 1589),  on  a 
commission  of  enquiry  concerning  the  affairs  of  the  church, 
"  Thomas  Hughson,  formerly  sacrist,  swore  that  in  the 
first  year  of  King  Edward  VI,  there  was  plate  in  the 
Cathedral  uf  above  592  ounces  weight ;  but  that  the  next 
year  it  was  reduced  to  271  ounces ;  and  that  in  this  dean's 
time  there  was  no  more  than  one  communion  cup  double 
gilt,  weighing  19  oimces,"  (iv.  7.)  This  was  probably  the 
cup  provided  by  the  Dean  and  Chapter  in  1567,  the  year 
in  which  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  churches  in  the 
diocese,  and  the  country  generally,  were  supplied  with 
"decent  communion  cups,"  in  the  place  of  their  former 
"  massing  chalices,"  in  accordance  with  the  injunctions  of 
Archbishop  Parker,  and  through  the  zeal  of  Bishop 
Parkhurst  of  Norwich.  Dr.  Bensly  has  been  good  enough 
lo  make  the  following  CTctract  for  me  from  tho  Djocesau 
Registry. 
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Norwich       Compus  Eoberti  Stantou  Cleric!  unius  Canoni- 
cal hedral,  conim   ibm   occupantis   Officium    Receptor  is 
1567.             ....  a  fcBto  Sci  Michaelia  Arcliaiigcli  Anno 

Regui   Dne  Eliziibeth octjivo,  ust^ 

fostum  Sci  Michaelia  Arckangeli  tunc  proxira 
sequen. 
£t  in  deuar  p  antedicV  computaot  p  mandant^ 
dcoB  Decani  et  Capiili  aolur  p  uno  Cipho  toc 
a  comunyon  cupp  de  novo  puraV  p  ministrac  -  Isiiij*.  iiijrf. 
Eucharistie  infra  ecctiam  pdcaui  ut  p  librum 
pdcm  ejusdem  computantis  patet ' 

Some  additions  of  importance  appear  to  have  been  given 
or  provided  in  the  suceeediiig  reigna,  for  "  by  the  time 
of  the  Rebellion  the  plate  became  handsome  enough  to  be 
seized  by  the  rebels,  headed  by  such  of  the  principal 
citizens  as  were  then  in  power;  for  which  abuse  and 
spoil,  after  the  Restoration,  the  city  gave  flOO,  with 
which  the  fine  large  offering  diah  and  pair  of  silver  candle- 
eticka,  all  double  gilt,  were  purchased."  (Blomefield,  iv.  32.) 
The  earliest  piece  now  belonging  to  the  Cathedral  ia  the 
largest  flagon,  given  by  Dean  Suckling  in  1615.  Tho  next 
oldest  mark  is  upon  the  paten  given  by  Dame  Anne  de 
Grey,  1660.  Tho  character  of  all  the  plate  is  large  and 
handsome,  but  not  presenting  any  special  points  of  interest 
in  the  marks  and  manufacture.'     The  additiona  made  within 

'  The  follaning  inventory  of  IGBS  and  1666  ia  pronervcd  in  tho  BoiUoian 
Librurj  Hmong  tlic  Tnnnor  MSS. 

An  inventoiy  of  tho  goods  of  the  Cathodrall  Church  of  Norwich  com- 
mittod  to  tha  cnstadj-  of  Mr.  John  Brown,  Clork.  Sacrist  there,  and  by  him 
committed  to  Eobert  Tracy,  Sub-aacrist.  Inprimia,  n  (aire  silver  and  gUt 
flagon  with  a  covered  chalice  of  the  Bnme,  with  a  damask  napkin  laied  aibeut. 
Item,  one  large  gilt  bowle  with  a  ipire  cover.  Item,  one  very  large  silvcT 
and  gilt  paten.  Three  poercs  of  new  tapestry  hangingB :  one  commnnioix 
table :  ono  carpctt  cloath  of  red  colour :  and  one  of  red  djmaak  fringed. 
One  liunen  dnmnflk  oloaUi :  two  very  taire  common  prayer  bookes  for  tha 
tugho  Aulter  bound  with  red  velvctt  iind  brond  silver  and  gilt  bosses  and 


the  last  few  ypars.  by  the  nmnificence  of  the  Rev.  G. 
B.  Medlej  aod  Miss  Hansel),  are  very  rich  and  elaborate 
specimens  of  modern  work  in  raediaeval  style. 

«lup« :  ODB  foire  new  great  bible  bound  with  blew  Tutkcj  leather  with 
bmsd  a\k  rod  ribbins  with  deepe  gold  fringe  :  ono  old  great  hible :  gcaven 
new  common  prayer  bookea  in  folio  of  tbe  largeat  letter  of  gray  lenther :  ten 
new  conuDon  prayer  bookea  in  folio  of  black  leather  (one  wheroaf  is  iu 
Hi.  Lorelands  handea.]  Eight  old  cumiDon  prayer  bookea  in  quarto :  two 
dd  corooion  prayer  bookea  in  a  smale  folic :  one  little  old  prayer  buoke 
baond  with  block  leather :  one  pulpitt  cloath  and  cuahen  of  red  lilk  damask : 
one  hoiue  glawe  for  the  pulpilt :  and  one  old  pulpitt  death.  Item,  Gve 
bnochea  of  braato.  whereof  one  great  branch  in  the  body  of  the  Quire  wiUi 
>iit«en  lighla,  and  one  in  the  prcahitor;'  with  IG  lights:  two  braeso 
brancliee  in  the  body  of  the  Church,  one  of  nyne  lights,  another  of  scavon 
lif^ta,  one  aockett  wanting.  One  branch  in  the  Bishop's  Isle  of  S  lighte, 
dx  locketta  wanting:  one  brazen  eagle  in  the  Quire.  A  brazen  candlestick 
for  the  Anlter  for  seaven  lights:  fonre  other  brazen  candlcstictia  for  tho 
Quire :  riiieen  woodden  candJeEticks :  24  small  cusbens :  aeaven  long 
cnsbens :  Sre  old  cuehens  :  one  pullpitt  cloath  and  cushcn  of  purple  velvott 
with  a  deep  silk  fringe,  and  one  table  ctoath  and  two  ceahens  of  tho  same 
for  the  Communion  table  :  A  Blk  purple  fringe  for  the  deake  of  the  pullpitt : 
A  diaper  bibte  oloath  of  three  yardoB  and  a  halfe  long:  A  damaak  table 
cloath  and  three  daroask  napkins.  One  large  silver  and  gilt  bmon  with  two 
large  stlrer  and  gilt  eandlestieka  for  the  high  Aultcr  with  leather  bnxe.i 
for  the  saiDD.  A  black  hood  for  the  minister  to  wearo  when  ho  prenclieth 
at  tha  common  place.  A  partj  coloured  silk  twilled  carpett  with  a  silk 
bisge.     Two  tapestry  hangings  in  the  body  of  ttie  Quire. 

BeoeiTed  of  the  Worahipfull  Doctor  Astlay,  Treasurer  for  Uxis  Cathedrall 
Church  for  this  yenre,  the  goods  aboTO  spocifyod,  tho  eighth  day  of  January, 
Aboo  Domini  16G8. 

a  of  the  singing  books  belonging  to  tho  Quire  Anno  Domini  IG68, 

W  custody  of  Mr.  Beok,  Precentor  for  tho  said  yeare. 

ft  bookee  bound  with   black   leather,   with    diverse    services.     Ten 

*  with   full  Anthems    bound    with    red  Iiiathor.      Ten  bookes   with 

'   Tene  Anthems  bound  in  white  parchment.     Eight  bookos  with  Hervices  for 

men  bound  in  parchment,      Nyne  bookes  with  services  bound   with  white 

Eight  bookos   with  fall    AnthemH   and   verse    Antbema  liouud 

with  parchment.     One  bookc  with  verso  services  bouod  with  red  loatlier. 

It  is  ordered  by  the  Deane  and  Chapter  that  whereas  Mr.  John  Browne, 
Sacrist,  hath  not  a  house  within  the  precincts,  that  be  slmll  dpliver  tho 
Church  utensils  to   Bobert  Trucy,    Sub-sacrist,   and  that  the  said  Itobert 


1.  Flaoos.  Large,  gilt  Ornamental  chasing  on  base 
and  lid.  Height,  16  in.  Plain  shield  of  arms  of  Dean  and 
Chapter,  Argent,  a  croaa  aable,  impaling  Suckling,  Per 
pale  gulea  and  azure,  three  bucke  trippant  or.  Inscriptiont 
above  and  below  the  arms,  "  Quid  retribuam  domino  pro 
omnibus  qute  tribuit  mihi?  Calicem  salutis  accipiam  et 
nomen  domini  invocabo.  Peal.  116."  "  Edmundus  Suckling 
eacrte  theologiEe  professor  et  Decanus  ecclesias  Cathedralia 
I^orwici :  poculum  hoc  deo  dedit  et  mensie  domiuicn 
ibidem.  An".  Doiii  1615."  Marks,  (1)  I.  A.  in  shaped 
shield  {as  in  Cripps,  p.  278);  (2)  leopard's  head  crowned 
iu  shape ;  (3)  lion  passant  in  shape ;  (4)  Lombardic  capital 
R  in  plain  shield  (1614-15.)     Weight,  71  ozs.  10  dwto. 

2.  Paten.  Large,  gilt,  on  foot.  Diameter,  13  in. 
InMripiiou,  "Deo  et  sacris  dicavit  Doraina  Anna  de  Grey 
de  Antingham  in  agro  Norfolciensi  \-idua."  Arms  of  De 
Grey,  Argent,  a  fcss  between  two  chevrons  gulea,  in  shield 
within  a  frame  of  scroll  work.     Marks,  (1)  A.  F.,  muUetj 

Traoy  ahaU  ioyne  with  the  Sacriat  in  the  iDdantara  with   tha  Treaaurd, 
and  ackuDwleilgs  his  receipt  of  them  accocdingly. 

The  inventDry  of  1666  i»  aimilar,  except  in  the  following  partical&ra ; - 

An  InveDtory  of  the  goods  of  the  Cathodrall  Church  of  Norwich  committad 
to  the  custody  cif  Ur.  Anthony  Bock,  Sacrist  there. 

Two  very  f^  oomican  prayer  boaki^ii  for  the  high  Aolter  hound  with, 
rod  velvet  and  broad  litnr  boeaoB  and  claapB. 

One  branch  in  tbe  prpabitery  with  aiitoen  lights,  Ihrte  lockelli  wodtixj. 

A  hnuen  candlestick  for  the  Alter  for  eeaven  lights,  eni  brokm  off. 

Kfitii  broadclaalh  hood  for  the  tlinister  to  weare. 

"  Two  tapestry  bangiogB  in  lie  body  of  the  Quire  "  does  not  occur  in 
Inventory  of  1666. 

The  gooda  above  specif  jed  were  delivered  to  the  charge  of  Mr.  Anthony 
Beck,  Bacrist  of  this  Church,  the  one  and  twentieth  day  of  March  Anno 
Domini  1666.  Excepting  fours  of  the  now  prayer  bookes  in  black  leathcc. 
By  me  Jo.  Rhodoa,  Treasurer, 

A  note  of  the  singing  bookes  belonging  to  the  Quire  Anno  Domini  1666, 
and  in  the  custody  of  Mr,  Hampley,  precentor  for  this  yeare, 

"  It  is  ordered  by  the  Deane,"  &b.,  is  not  in  the  iuvcntory  of  ISGS. 


and  two  pellets  below  in  plain  sUeld  (this  occurs  upou 
oiQch  cbarcli  and  other  plate,  1660 — 75)  ;  (2)  leopard's  liead 
crowned  in  shape ;  (3)  lion  paasant  in  shape ;  (i)  old 
English  capital  €  in  plain  shield  (1660-1.)  Weight, 
36  ounces. 

Probably  Anne,  widow  of  Sir  William  de  Grey  of 
ilerton,  and  daughter  of  Sir  James  Calthorp,  bom  1583, 
died  1662,  buried  at  Merton  (ante,  ix.,  155.)  The 
Csl thorps  had  property  at  Antingham. 

3.  Alms  Dish.'  Large,  gilt.  Large  cross  pat^e  in  relief 
m  centre.  Diameter,  21^  in.  Inncnpfion,  "Ad  sacros  usus 
Eocleeife  Cathedralis  sanctie  et  iiidi\'iduEe  Trinitatis  Norvici 
Donavit  civitas  Norvicensis,  Pietatis,  in  Deum,  et  in 
Ecclesiam  Hanc  CIj  an  talis  tesscram.  Tempore  Majoratus 
Mathei  Markham."  Marks,  (1)  D  R  in  shape,  mullet 
above  and  below  (a  mark  now  and  then  found  on  country 
church  plate,  e.g.,  in  1665-6,  at  NaTonby  in  Lincolnshire); 
(2)  leopard's  head  crowned ;  {-3)  lion  passant ;  (4)  old 
English  capital  ^  in  plain  shield  {1665-6.)  Weight,  111 
ounces. 

Matthew  Markham,  or  Marcon,  was  Mayor  in  1 665 . 
His  wife  Mary,  daughter  of  Alderman  Peckover,  was  buried, 
with  monument,  in  St.  Martin  at  Palace  church  in  1642, 
aged  31.  Their  daughter  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Peter  Coppin, 
was  buried  at  Carlton  St.  Mary,  1702,  aged  70,  and  was 
mother  of  the  Rev,  Peter  Coppin,  Rector  of  Carlton, 
(Blomefield,  V.  100.) 

4,  5.  Pair  OF  Candlesticks,*  Gilt.  Height,  1ft.  8Jin. 
On  round  bassos  1  ft.  in  diameter.  Imcrtption  on  bases, 
"Ad  sacros  ufus  Eclesiae  Cathedralis  sanctio  et  iudividuEO 
Trinitatis  Norwici  Donavit  ci vitas  NorviconHs."  Marks, 
BB  on  the  alms  dish  No,  3.     Weight,  75  oz.  each. 

'  Nearly  nil  the  large  alms  buitis  and  lull  cttndleBticke  ocw  to  uur  English 
Ckthcdnli  sre  of  the  jwxi  1660  to  1665.— W.  C. 


6,  7.  Pair  of  Cups,  Gilt.  Height,  10  in.  each,  deep 
bowls.  Inscription,  "  Ecclesia  Norwici,"  with  arms  of  the 
Dean  and  Chapter,  Argent,  a  cross  sable,  m  plain  shield. 
Marks,  (X)  W.  I.  in  shape  (David  Williams  in  the  Pell 
Mell,  or  Wisdom.— Crippa,  p.  300) ;  (2)  Britannia ;  (3)  lion's 
head  erased;  (4)  court-hand  M  (1707-8.)  Weight,  17  oa. 
and  16  oz.  15  dwta.  respectively. 

8,  9.  Pair  of  Patens.  Covers  to  cups.  GUt,  on  feet. 
Diameter,  5^  in.  Same  arms  on  the  feet.  Marks,  same 
ss  cups  6,  7.  Weight,  8  oz.  10  dwts.  and  7  oz.  10  dwts. 
respectively. 

10,  II.  Pair  of  Flagons.  Large,  gilt.  Height,  12  in. 
Arms  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter.  Imcrip/ion.  "  Ecclesia 
Norwici.  Ex  dono  Barbaraj  Rhodes  Eelictae  Johannis 
Ehodes  nuper  Hujus  Ecclcsiro  Prebendarij.  Anno  Domini 
16(i8."  Marks,  (1)  court-hand  M  (1707-8);  (3)  W  I., 
fleur-de-lis  below  in  shape;  (3)  Britannia;  (4)  lion's  head 
erased.     Weight,  64  oz.  and  62  oz.  respectively, 

Prcbcndury  Rhodes  and  his  wife  were  buriod  in  the  pro- 
cession path,  near  the  Jesus  Chupcl.  He  died  26th  September, 
1667,  aged  71.     She  died  28th  Slay,  16G8,  aged  64. 

12.  Cop.  Large,  gilt.  Deep  bowl.  Height,  11  in. 
Two  coats  of  arms,  one  above  the  other,  in  "  Chippendale  " 
frame,  the  upper  one  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter,  the  lower 
ono  in  a  lozenge,  Or,  a  bend  gule.s,  over  all  a  feas  azure, 
HelicyB.  Inscrijitwn,  "To  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Norwich. 
The  gift  of  Sarah  Helwys,  Aug.  23,  1743."  Marks,  (I) 
leopard's  head  crowned  in  shape;  (2)  small  Roman  h 
in  shaped  shield  (1743-4);  (3)  lion  passant  in  shape; 
(4)  T.  G.'  (?)  in  script  capitals,  with  some  other  letter  or 
object  between,  iu  lobed  shield.     Weight,  24  oz. 

■  Probablj,  if  it  could  be  Been  distinctly,  this  it  tbemark  of  ThM.  OUpiii, 
entered  at  Goldamittu'  HaU  in  ITSS. 
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13.  Spoon.  Stramer,  gilt  and  richly  chased.  Length, 
8  in.  Arms  of  Dean  and  Chapter  on  handle,  in  frame. 
Marks,  (1)  sniall  Roman  i  (1744-5);  (2)  leopard's  head 
crowned ;  (3)  lion  passant ;  (4)  S  •  C  in  black  letter  capitals. 
Weight,  2  oza 

14.  Paten.  Gilt  Diameter,  8|  in.  Arms  of  the  Dean 
and  Chapter.  Annual  letter,  small  black  letter  a  (1856-7.) 
Weight,  9  oz. 

15.  Cup.  Mediaeval  shape,  with  knob  in  stem,  and 
spreading  base.  Height,  9f  in.  Emblems  of  crucifixion 
on  the  knob;  a  jewelled  crucifix,  in  pointed  oval,  on  the 
base.  Inscription,  underneath  the  base,  "To  the  Glory  of 
God  and  in  memory  of  Alice  wife  of  the  Rev.  E.  S.  Medley, 
Minor  Canon,  who  departed  this  life  22  March,  a.d.  1873. 
Humbly  dedicated  by  her  relatives  and  friends  and  the 
Choristers  of  the  Cathedral,  Whitsun  Day,  a.d.  1873." 
Weight,  26  oz. 

16.  Paten.  Cover  to  No.  15.  Diameter,  6f  in.  An 
Agnus  Dei  in  the  centre.  Inscription  on  the  rim,  in  Lom- 
bardic  letters,  "  I  am  the  Bread  of  Life.  Lord,  evermore 
give  us  this  Bread."  On  the  back,  in  capitals,  "To  the 
Glory  of  God  and  in  Memory  of  Alice  Medley,  Whitsun 
Day,  A.D.  1873.  Cathedral  Church  of  the  Holy  and 
Undivided  Trinity,  Norwich."     Weight,  7  oz. 

17.  Flagon.  Glass,  silver  moimted.  Ewer  shape, 
pelican  on  the  lid.  Height,  13  in.  Inscription  on  circular 
band,  in  Lombardics,  "The  King  of  Salem  brought  forth 
bread  and  wine.'*  Underneath  the  foot,  in  capitals,  "To 
the  Glory  of  God  and  in  memory  of  Alice  Medley,  a.d.  1877. 
Norwich  Cathedral."     Annual  letter,  A  (1876-7.) 

18.  Paten,  or  Alms  Dish,  bowl  shaped.  The  bottom  was 
originally  glass,  but  plain  silver  has  since  been  substituted. 


Diameter,  8  in.  IHC  in  centre.  Inscription  on  the  rim,  in 
Lombardics,  "  Toar  fathers  did  eat  manna.  I  am  the 
living  Bread  which  came  down  from  Heaven."  On  the 
back,  in  capitals,  "  To  the  Glory  of  God,  and  in  memory  of 
AJice  Medley,  a.d.  1877,  Norwich  Cathedral."  Annual 
letter,  A  (1876-7.)    Weight,  exclusive  of  glaaa,  8  oz.  10  dwts. 

19.  Spoon.  Strainer.  Fleur-de-lia  handle.  Length, 
4f  in.     Annual  letter,  A  (1876-7.)     Weight,  1  oz.  5  dwts. 

20.  Cup.  Mediteval  shape,  very  elaborately  chased,  with 
knob,  and  spreading  base.  Height,  9j  in.  Agnus  Dei  on 
bowl,  with  Iitseripfion  in  two  rows,  Lombardics,  "  This 
is  the  Blood  of  the  Testament  which  God  hath  enjoined 
unto  you.  This  Cup  is  the  New  Testament  in  My 
Blood  which  is  shed  for  you."  On  the  eight  bosses  of 
the  knob,  the  four  letters  I  E  S  V,  and  four  heads.  On 
the  eight  compartments  of  the  base,  as  many  scriptural 
subjects.  IiiseripfioH  on  the  base,  in  capitals,  "Laus  Deo 
Triuui.  In  raemoriam  Petri  HanaeU,  A.B.,  Oxon.  & 
Cath.  Norwic.  Canonici  Minoris,  mdcclxxxvi — mdcccxli. 
Cantoris  mdcccxi — mdcccxxxi.  Hunc  Calicem  huic  (Edi 
D.  D.  D.  Filiae  amantissimio  Die  Paschali  mdccci.x.kix." 
Annual  letter,  0  (1878-9.)     Weight,  24  oz.  10  dwts. 

21.  Paten.  Cover  to  No.  19.  Richly  chased.  Di- 
ameter, 7\  in.  Subject  in  centre,  Christ  amidst  the  seven 
candlesticks.  Inscription  in  Lombardics  on  rim,  "Behold 
the  bush  burned  with  fire,  and  the  bush  was  not  consumed." 
"And  their  eyes  were  opened,  and  they  knew  Him." 
Round  the  centre,  "  Fear  not,  I  am  the  First  and  the  Last, 
and  behold  I  am  alive  for  evermore.  Amen."  "  The  Lord 
is  there."  On  the  back,  in  capitals,  "  Laus  Deo  Triuoi. 
In  memoriam  Marice  Petri  Hansell  tJxoris  Hunc  patinam 
huic  (Edi  D.  D.  D.  FiltEo  amantissimce  Die  Paschali, 
MDccCLXXix."     Weight,  7  oz. 


22.  Alms  Dish.  IHC  in  centre  in  a  oinquefoil.  /n- 
acription,  on  the  rim,  in  capitals,  "  It  is  better  to  give 
than  to  receive."  "  Thanks  be  unto  God  for  His  unspeak- 
able gift."  On  the  back,  in  capitals,  "  Gloria  in  altissimis 
Deo,  Et  in  terra  Pax,  hominibuB  borne  Yoluiitatis."  "  In 
memory  of  a  beloved  Sister  and  in  deep  thankfulness  for 
the  more  frequent  administration  of  the  Lord's  Supper, 
wherein  'we  which  are  alive  and  remain'  do  hold  Com- 
munion with  them  '  which  are  fallen  asleep  in  Christ '  their 
Lord  and  onrs.  Humbly  offered  for  the  use  of  Norwich 
Cathedral,  Dec.  25,  a.d.  1881."  Annual  letter,  F  (1881-2.J 
The  gift  of  Misa  Mary  Hansell. 

y3.  Canon's  Mace.  SQver.  Length,  2  ft.  9  in.,  of 
the  usual  form,  banded  in.  three  places,  having  on  the  flat 
top  of  the  head  the  arms  of  the  deanery.  Argent,  a  cross 
sable ;  base,  a  ball.     No  marks. 

!i4.  Dean's  M.\ce.  Similar,  but  mostly  modern  ;  length, 
3  ft.  Marks,  (1)  o  g  in  qiiatrefoil ;  (2)  lion  passant  in 
cornered  shield;  (3)  leopard's  head  not  crowned,  in  plain 
shield ;  (4)  small  capital  Roman  s  in  cornered  shield 
(1833-4} ;  (5)  Soverign's  head  in  oval. 


II.— CHAPEL  OF  THE  BISHOP'S  PALACE. 


The  chapel  belonging  to  the  Bishop's  Palace,  a  separate 
building  adjoining  the  north  front,  was  rebuilt  by  Bishop 
Reynolds  in  1662  {Bloraeaeld,  iii.  583-4,)  The  set  of 
communion  plate  is  of  Norwich  make,  and  of  the  same 
date,  but  there  is  no  annual  letter  among  the  marks. 

1.  Cup.  Good,  a  knob  in  the  stem.  Arms  on  the 
bowl,  The  See  of  Norwich,  impaling  Argent,  a  chevron 
cbequy    gules    and   azure,   between    thrco    crosses    crosslet 


Vf, 

fitchy,  sable,  Reynolds ;  in  a  frame  of  feather-ahaped  deco- 
ration. Height,  8  in.  ;  diameter  of  bowl,  41  in.  Markt, 
(1)  Norwich  castle  and  Hon  in  shape ;  (2)  AH  conjoinod 
in  circle  ;  (3)  crown  in  shape  ;  C^)  *  rose  sprig  iu  shape. ^ 

2.  Paten.     Cover   to   cup,    with  foot     On  the  foot,    a 
mitre.     No  marks. 

3.  Alms  Dish.     Same  arms,  same  marks  as  on  cup. 


4.     Flagon.     Same  e 


iri-s. 


5.  Mace.  A  silver  mace,  kept  at  the  Palace,  used  to 
be  carried  before  the  bishop  in  the  Cathedral,  and  perhaps 
in  other  churches  when  he  officiated.  It  is  3  ft.  6  in.  in 
length.  The  head  is  not  cup-shaped,  like  corporation  muces, 
but  has  an  oval  shield  with  the  anns  of  the  See,  surmounted 
by  a  tall  mitre.  The  stem  has  a  band.  No  marks.  Its 
date  ia  probably  of  the  Restoration  of  1660,  or  shortly 
afterwards.     (See  illustration.) 


ni— ALL    SAINTS. 

1.  Cup.  Similar  to  tlie  Elizabethan  cups,  with  circular 
baud.     Inscription  round  the  bowl,  "  ®  the  .  aivrr  .  of  .  m" 

lEMOSPIIAPAT  .  DAVIE  .  TO   .  THE  .  PARISH  .  ^"'^  ALL  .  SAINS  . 

NOR  .  "'*  .  1669."     No  marks. 

Jehoahaphat  Davy,  Mayor  in  1678,  died  in  1689,  buried 
at  St.  James'  church,  aged  72.  His  daughter  Anne  was 
vrife  of  Alderman  Thomas  Postlo  (Blometield,  iv,  424.) 
The  cover  to  the  cup,  mentioned  by  Blomefield  (iv.  133), 
appears  to  be  now  lost. 

2.  Paten.  Salver  shape,  with  foot.  Inscription,  "  Ex 
Done  Johanuaa    Atkinson,  Esq.,  to  the  Parrish  Church  of 

e  found  on  the  cup  nnd  paten  at  MeltoD  Cooatabls, 


il 


liT  6  il  t  S  C  E   cins     pfl  cr  E  VI  , 
(  try    9>,.tr.r  ^eiersunj 
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All  Saints  in  Norwich.  Yicesimo  nono  die  Augustij,  1708." 
Marks,  (1)  Ro  in  trefoil  shape  (probably  Hugh  Roberts  of 
Newgate  Street — Cripps)  ;  (2)  Britannia  ;  (3)  lion's  head 
erased ;  (4)  court-hand  F  in  plain  shield  (1701-2.) 

3.  Flagon.  Inscription ,  "  The  (Hft  of  M'.  Jn*.  Laurence 
of  S».  J°.  Timber  Hill  To  the  next  Parish  Church  of  All 
Saints  in  the  city  of  Norwich,  March  30,  1754."  Marks, 
(1)  small  Roman  long  f  in  shaped  shield  (1753-4) ;  (2)  b^g 
in  lobed  shield.  (This  mark  was  first  entered  in  1727  by 
Thomas  Cooke  and  Richard  Gumey,  living  at  Y*  Golden 
Cup  in  Foster  Lane.  Entered  again  for  Richard  Gumey 
and  Co.,  1734. — Cripps) ;  (3)  lion  passant  in  shape ; 
(4)  leopard's  head  crowned  in  shape. 


IV.— ST.    ANDREW. 

1.  Cx;p.  Extremely  fine  specimen  of  Peter  Peterson's 
work,  the  eminent  Elizabethan  goldsmith  of  Norwich. 
Height,  7|  in. ;  diameter  of  bowl,  4^  in.  It  is  gilt,  the 
bowl  is  straight-sided,  ornamented  half  way  up  with 
gadroon  pattern,  the  stem  and  base  enriched  with  elabo- 
rate chasing  and  repouss^  work,  and  carrying  a  circle  of 
detached  recurved  leaves.  Mark,  orb  and  cross  in  lozenge 
(P.  Peterson's.) 

2.  Paten,  or  cover  to  above.  Of  similar  rich  repoussfe 
work,  with  foot  and  central  boss.     Inscription  in  square. 


THIS  CVPP 
TAYNYNG  T 
O  8.  ANDRES 
pRISHE.       1568 


This  most  beautifid  cup  and  cover  was  no  doubt  supplied 


by  the  parish  to  replace  the  "  massing  chalice "  of  pre- 
Reformation  day§,  in  compliance  with  the  injunctions  of 
Bishop  Parkhurst.  While  the  poorer  parishes  ia  the  city 
and  diocese  provided  themselves  with  the  plainer  cups, 
mostly  bell-shaped,  with  a  circumscribed  band  of  foliage 
or  lettering,  so  commonly  found  in  Norfolk,  richer  ones,  as 
St.  Andrew  and  St.  Peter  Mancroft,  were  able  to  employ 
the  skill  and  taste  of  the  heat  artist,  and  to  furnish  the 
precious  examples  of  the  silversmith's  art  here  so  happily 
preserved  to  lis.     (See  illu&tratwn  facing  p.  77.) 

3.  STANniNG  Ctrp  and  Cover.  Gilt.  Very  fine  piece, 
16  in.  high,  cup-shaped  bowl  on  toll  stem,  richly  chafed 
spiked  cover.  Itiscrtption,  on  bowl,  "The  :  gift  :  of  :  M' 
Nathaniell  :  Kemington  :  Alderman  :  to  :  the  prifh  :  of 
Sainte  :  Andrewe  :  Jn  :  Norwich."  Marks,  (1)  Lombardic 
capital  V  in  plain  shield  (1617-18);  (2)  lion  passant  in 
shape;  (3)  leopard's  head  crowned ;  (4)  T  F  in  monogram 
in  plain  shield  (ranker's  mark  as  in  Oripps,  p.  279.) 

Nathanael  Remington  was  SherifE  in  1619;  his  son 
Nathanael  was  buried  in  St.  Andrew's  in  1G17,  aged  14 
(Blomefield,  iv,  305.)     [See  illustra/ion  ami  group.  1 

4.  Paten.      Large.      Itucriplion,    "The    Guift  of  M*] 
Elizabeth   Salter,   to    the   Parish    of    St.   Andrew,    16S0.' 

Mark*.  (1)  old  English  capital  A  in  plain  shield  (1G70-1) 
(2)  Hon  passant  in  shape ;    (3)  leopard's  head   crowned   in  I 
shape;   (4)  capital  S  crowned  in  plain  shield  (as  in  Crippa,  | 
p.  289.) 

John   Salter,   late  Mayor,   died    20th   November,    1669, 1 
aged  77,   buried   in   St.    Andrew's    (Blomefield,   iv.,   311.) 
This  piece  appears  to  have  been  made  in  1670-1,  and  given 
to  the  church  ten  years  later. 

5.  Alms  Dish.     Large.     Inaeription,   on    rim,  "  But 
doe  good,  and  to  Communicate  forgelt  Not.     An".  X"  X 


^  r  !.•  "''"■•''■  ji''"'-  %^ji'^ 


On  bottom,  "Ei  Doqo  Laurentij  Goodwin  Arraigeri  Hajue 
Civitotis  nuper  Prffitoris."  On  inner  circle,  "St.  Androw^B 
Parish,  Norwich,"  Marks,  (1)  S  H.,  pellet  above  and 
below,  in  lozenge  (Alice  Sheene,  entered  in  1700) ;  (2) 
Britamtia ;  (3)  lion'a  head  erased ;  (4)  court-hand  I  in 
plain  shield  (1704-5.)     Weight,  47  oz. 

6,7.  Pair  of  Flagoss.  Large.  Inscription,  "AJtari 
EoclesiaB  S"*.  AndrcEC  CiTit  Norvic  ConBecratum  An".  X". 
1704.  Ex  Dono  Laureatij  Goodwin  Armigeri  Hujus  Ciri- 
tatis  nuper  Praetoris. "  Marks,  aamc  as  on  alma  dish. 
"Weight,  59  oz.  9  gr, 

Laurence  Goodwin  was  Mayor  in  1697;  buried  in  the 
nave,  St.  Andrew's,  1725,  aged  92 ;  also  Barbara  his  last 
wife,  Marv  his  first  wife,  and  three  of  their  children 
(Blomefield,  iv.  305.) 

8.  Spoon.  Strainer,  /nscn/i/jon,  "  sT  andhews  Norwich 
1776."     Mark»,  four,  defaced. 


v.— ST.    AUGUSTINE. 

1.  CuF.  Usual  Elizabethan  shape,  with  circular  baud. 
Marks,  (1)  a  trefoil  slipped;  (2)  Norwich  castle  and  lion; 
(3)  Bin  square  (1565-6.) 

2.  Paten.  No  foot,  a  knob  for  handle.  Imcriptiona, 
"S*.  Augustine's  Parish."  "do  Datum  S".  Augustini 
Norvici  Templo  p  T.  Havers  1697."  Marks,  only  two, 
(1)  T  H,  a  mullet  below,  in  plain  shield;  (i)  Norwich 
CMtle  and  lion. 

Thomas  Havers  of  Norwich,  goldsmitb,  was  Mayor  in 
1708.  He  was  a  member  of  the  family  of  Havers  of 
Tbelton  Hall,  Noi'folk,  and  married  Grace,  daughter  of 
Henry   Bemey    of  Antmore.     Ho    gave  the  alms  bason  to 
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the  church  of  St  Michael  at  Plea,  1694,  which  has  the 
mark  T.  H.  and  a  mullet,  with  the  Norwich  castle  and  lion. 
He  was  buried  in  the  south  chapel  of  St.  Michael  at  Plea, 
in  1732,  aged  86,  and  his  wife  Grace,  16th  October,  1718, 
aged  63,  with  the  arms  of  Havers  impaling  Bemey 
(Blomefield,  iv.  320,  and  Havers  Pedigree,  i.  151.) 

3.  Flagon.  Inscriptiany  **  Deo  et  Altari  S^.  Augustini  in 
Civitate  Norvicens  Sacrum."  Marks,  (1)  S  H,  pellet  above 
and  below,  in  lozenge,  (Alice  Sheene,  entered  in  1700) ; 
(2)  Britannia ;  (3)  lion's  head  erased ;  (4)  court-hand  K 
(1705-6.)     Same  marks  on  lid. 

4.  Spoon.     Strainer.     Annual  letter  e  (1820-1.) 

A  pair  of  brass  altar  candlesticks  is  preserved  and  used 
in  this  church.  They  are  ornamented  with  strap  patterns, 
and  are  probably  of  the  time  of  Charles  II.     {See  group,) 


VI.— ST.   BENEDICT. 

1.  Cup.  Secular  shape,  on  stem.  Inscription,  underneath 
foot,  "St.  Benedict,  Norwich,  1753."  Marks,  (1)  J.  W.  in 
shape ;  (2)  lion  passant  in  shape ;  (3)  leopard's  head 
crowned  in  shape ;  (4)  small  Koman  r  in  shaped  shield 
(1752-3.) 

2.  Paten  or  cover,  on  foot.  Same  inscription  and 
marks. 

3.  Paten.     Larger,  same  inscription  and  marks. 

4.  Flagon.  I.H.S.  with  cross  and  nails  in  rays.  Same 
marks ;  same  inscription  underneath. 

5.  Alms  Dish.     Same  inscription,  same  marks,  except  (4). 


81 

6.  Cup.  Copy  of  No.  1.  Inscription,  "»t.  HmtHUi, 
NoctofcJ,  Aug^.,  1866.  The  Eev^.  James  Dombrain,  In- 
cumbent.''   Annnal  letter,  Old  English  t  (1866-7.) 


Vn.— ST.   CLEMENT. 

1.  Cup.  Usual  Elizabethan  shape,  gilt.  Foot  engrayed. 
Inscr^tum  on  foot,  ">|i  the  gyfte  of  sesselt  svfyld." 
Marks,  (1)  a  trefoil  slipped;  (2)  Norwich  castle  and  lion; 
(3)  C  in  square  (1566-7.) 

Cecily  Suffield  was  then  the  owner  of  the  parish  houses 
at  the  south-west  comer  of  the  churchyard  (Blomefield, 
iv.  460.) 

2.  Paten.  Inscription  on  foot,  **  1669,  sayncti  clements 
OF  FTBBBTO  WARD."     Same  marks. 

3.  Paten.  Larger.  Inscription,  "S*.  Clement's  Parish, 
1713,  NORWICH."  Marks,  (1)  E.  A.  and  trefoil  slipped,  in 
shaped  shield  (John  Eastt. — Cripps,  p.  324) ;  (2)  Britannia ; 
(3)  lion's  head  erased;  (4)  court-hand  R  in  plain  shield 
(1712-13.) 

4.  5.  Pair  of  Flagons.  Inscription,  "  S*.  Clement's, 
Norwich,  1740."  Marks,  (1)  »Jo  in  lobed  shield  (Gumey 
and  Co.,  second  mark. — Cripps,  p.  308) ;  (2)  lion  passant ; 
(3)  leopard's  head  crowned ;  (4)  small  Koman  d  in  shaped 
shield  (1739-40.) 

6.  Alms  Bowl.  Deep  bason.  Inscription,  "  S*.  Clements, 
Norwich,  1745."  Marks,  (1)  leopard's  head  crowned; 
(2)  small  Roman  i  in  shaped  shield  (1744-5) ;  (3)  b^o  as 
before  ;  (4)  lion  passant. 

7.  Spoon.  Strainer.  Inscription,  "St.  Clement's  Norwich, 
1820."    Annual  letter,  U  (1815-16.) 

vol.  X.]  o 


Vin.-8T.   EDMUND. 

1.  CuF.  Good  Elizabethan ;  no  knob  in  the  stem ; 
circular  band.  Peter  Peterson's  work.  Inscription  below 
the  band,  "^  hic  .  mensjE  ,  domini  .  cyathvs  .  sf.  .  comodat  . 
APTE  K>"  Marks,  (l)  orb  and  cross  in  lozenge;  (2)  Norwich 
caetle  and  lion;  {3)  B  in  sqoare  (1565-6.) 

2.  Paten.  Cover  to  above,  with  foot.  Inscription  on 
tho  foot,  in  a  square. 


(2)  Norwich  castle  and 


SANC't  .  EDH 

OND  .   OF  .    F18 

SHER     GATE 

1567. 

Marks,  {])  orb  nnd  croae  in  lozenge; 
lion;  (3)  C  in  square  (1566-7.) 

3.  Paten.  Large,  no  foot.  Inscription  in  the  centre, 
"  Tiv  Agret  It  xXZifUt  Duj^l  xonulia  roi;  Sw,iuLTOf  rail  X^iloii  tin 
Cor.  1  y°  x°  and  xvi"."  On  the  edge,  "Deo  et  Ecclesi* 
Sancti  Edmusdi  Sacra,  1715."  Marks,  (1)  E  A,  mullet 
below  in  shaped  shield  (John  Eastt,  as  before) ;  (2)  lion's 
head  erased ;  (3)  Britannia ;  f4)  court-band  T  in  plain 
shield  (1714-15.)     Weight,  9  oz. 

4.  Flagon.  Inscription,  "  Deo  et  EccIeaiEe  S"  Edmund! 
Sacrum,  1705."  Marks,  (1)  S  H,  mullet  above,  pellet 
below,  in  lozenge  {Alice  Slieone,  as  before) ;   (2)  Britannia ; 

(3)  lion's   head  erased ;    (4)  court-hand  K  in  plain  shield 
(1705-6.)     Same  marks  on  lid. 


I 


IX.^T.    ETHELDRED. 

1.     Cup.      Large,  deep  bowl.      Inscription  on    the  base, 

"The  gift   of   William  Johnson,   yVlderman   of   Norwicbe, 

given  by   him    to  the   parrish   of    S'.   Audrey."      Marks, 

(1)  Lombardic  P  in  plain  shield  (1612-13) ;  (2)  lion  passant 


I 


I 

I 


m  shape ;  (3)  leopard's  head  crowned  in  shape ;  (4)  S  F  in 
Bonogram  in  shaped  shield.     This  rare  mark  occurs  also  on 
|'»  cup   with  open-work  pyramidal   spire  on   the   cover,    of 
1 1607-8,  the  property  of  the  Cutler's  Company,  London. 

2.  Paten.  Cover  to  aboTe,  with  foot.  Arms  on  the 
foot,  On  a  chevron  between  three  pairs  of  barley  sheaves 
nltirewise,  as  many  tuns  hooped.  {Company  of  Sretcers, 
London.}     Marks,  same  as  on  cup. 

William  Johnson,  Alderman  of  Norwich,  was  buried  in 
this  church,  with  a  mural  monument  against  the  east  chancol 
Wall,  with  kneeling  figures  of  himself  and  his  wife  Ann 
and  children.     He  died  1611. 

3.  Aims  Dish  or  Paten,  Shaped  salver  on  three  feet. 
(Duplicate  at  St.  Peter's  Southgate.)  Inscription  under- 
neath, "Ttie  Gift  of  Mrs,  Eliz.  Baiat  to  St.  Etbeldred's 
Church,  Norwich,  1756."  Marks,  (1)  leopard's  head  crowned 
in  shape;  (2)  W  .  C  in  oblong ;  (3)  lion  passant  in  shape; 
{4}  small  Roman  long  f  in  shaped  shield  (1753-4.) 

Mrs.  Baist  gave  a  pair  of  flagons,  with  the  same  marks, 
to  the  church  of  St.  Michael  at  Thorn. 

Shwn.  "Rat-tailed."  Duplicate  at  St.  Peter's 
Southgate.  E .  B  in  cipher  on  the  handle ;  1756  on  the 
tongue.  Marks,  (!)  small  Roman  u  in  shaped  shield 
(1755-6)  ;  (2)  leopard's  head  crowned  in  shape ;  (3)  lion 
passant;  (4)  W.  G.  in  script  capitals  in  oblong  (William 
Grundy,  silversmith,  of  London.) 


X.— ST.  GEORGE,  COLEGATE. 
Paten.  Coat  of  arms  in  centre.  Per  pale  (azura 
I  tnd  gules)  a  chevron  between  three  bucks  trippant  (or). 
I  Crest,  A  stag's  head  erased  (azure)  attired  (or),  with 
■mantling,  and  inscription  on  scroll  as  a  motto,  "Deo  et 
G  2 


euclesiee  S".  Gorgil  do  Colgate  de  Civitate  Norwicj  Dedit 
dedicQvit  Johannea  Greene."  Marks,  none.  Foot  soldered 
on.     Date,  <•.  1720  P 

The  tinctures  in  tlie  above  arms  are  not  expressed,  but 
they  appear  in  the  church  on  a  mural  monument  of  the 
Greene  family.  Burke's  Armor;/  aseigas  them  to  Green 
of  WUby. 

2.  Cur.  Inscription,  "st.  George's  coleqate,  I73fl," 
Marks,  {I)  T.  W.,  mullet  above,  in  shaped  shield  (probably 
Thoa.  Whipham) ;  (2)  lion  pHaaant ;  (3)  leopard'a  head 
crowned;  (4)  amall  Roman  c,  as  large  as  a  capital,  in 
plain  shield  (1738-9.) 


3.  Paten.     Same  inscription  and 

4,  5.     Pair  of  Flagons.     Same 


trks. 


ascription  and  marks. 


6.  Alms  Dish.  Inscription,  "St.  George's  of  Colgate, 
1744."  Marks,  (1)  T.  W.  in  plain  oblong  (probably  Thoa. 
Whipham,  as  above) ;  (2)  lion  passant ;  (3)  leopard's  head 
crowned;    (4)  small  Roman  c  in  plain  shield  (1738-9.) 


XL— ST.    GEORGE,    TOMBLAND. 


i 

\ 


I,  2.  Pair  of  Curs.  Fine,  gilt.  Coat  of  arms  on  one 
side  of  bowl,  in  frame  or  cartouche,  like  a  "  Chippendale " 
book-plate,  Suble,  a.  chevron  argent  between  three  griifins' 
heads  eraaed  (Gardiner)  ;  impaling.  Or,  a  cheiTon  aable 
between  three  murra  (ducks)  proper  (Carthew.)  Crest,  a 
griffin's  head  erased.  On  other  aide  IDS  with  cross  and 
nails,  iu  rays.  Marks,  (1)  W.  C.  in  plain  oblong;  (2) 
lion  paaaant  in  shaped  ahield  ;  (3)  small  Roman  p  (large 
as  capital)  in  shaped  shield  (1750-1) ;  (4)  leopard's  head 
crowned,  in  shaped  shield.  Weight,  41  obs,  17  dwts, 
(See  group.) 


A 
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3y  4.  Pair  of  Patens  with  foot.  Same  arms  in  centre ; 
same  IHS  on  foot. 

5.  Alms  Plate.  Large ;  on  foot.  Same  IHS  in  centre ; 
same  arms  above ;  same  markt. 

6,  7.  Pair  of  Flaoons.  Same  IHS  on  side ;  same 
arms  on  lid ;  same  marks. 

8.  Spoon.  Strainer.  Same  IHS  on  curve  of  handle ; 
same  arms  on  back  ;  same  marks. 

9.  Alms  Bowl.  Large  and  fine.  Same  IHS  in 
centre  ;  same  arms  on  rim  ;  same  marks.  Inscription  round 
the  IHS,  "nANTA  BTSXHMONns  IlNESOn."  "Ecclesiae 
S^.  Georgii  de  Tombland  Hbbo  Vasa  Dicavit  Stephanus 
Gardiner,  1751.'' 

This  fine  set  of  plate  has  been  recently  gilt. 

Stephen  Gardiner,  Esq.,  of  Norwich,  married  Mary,  second 
daughter  of  Thomas  Carthew,  Esq.,  of  Benacre  and  Wood- 
bridge,  by  Sarah,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Powys,  Knt., 
Judge  of  the  Queen's  Bench.  Her  eldest  sister,  Anne,  married 
John  Norris,  Esq.,  founder  of  the  Norrisian  Professorship  at 
Cambridge,  whose  only  daughter  and  heiress  married  John, 
second  Baron  Wodehouse  of  Kimberley.  Stephen  Gardiner 
died  27th  September,  1768,  aged  58.  Mary  his  wife  died  7th 
September,  1748,  aged  35.  Both  were  buried  in  this  church, 
with  tablet  and  slab. 


XIL— ST.    GILES. 

1,  2.  Pair  of  Cups.  Large,  gilt.  Inscription  on  bowl, 
"Calix  Laicis  non  est  Denegandus."  Marks,  (1)  small 
Roman  c  (as  large  as  a  capital)  in  plain  shield  (1738-9)  ; 
(2)  leopard's  head  crowned ;  (3)  lion  passant ;  (4)  C.  H.  in 
shaped  shield  (Charles  Hatfield  P) 


3,  4.  Pair  of  Patens,  with  feet ;  gilt.  T.  H.  S.  with 
croBS  and  nails  on  foot.     Marks,  same  as  cupa. 

5, 6.  Pair  of  Flagons.  Large,  gilt.  Inicriptiont, 
"  Pooulum  Benedictionis  cui  Benedicimus "  ;  "Nonne  Com- 
municatio  Sanguinis  Gliristi  est  P  "  Marks,  same  as  before. 
Weight,  51  oz.  6  dwta.  and  49  oz.  16  dwta. 

7.  Alms  Plate.  Waiter,  on  four  feet,  shaped  edge. 
Imcriplion,  "  Panis  quern  frangimus,  Nonne  communicatio 
Corporis  Christi  eatP  "     Marks,  same  as  before. 

8.  Bason.  Largo,  deep,  gilt,  with  boss  in  the  centre. 
Inscriptions:  upon  the  boas,  "hobertcs  snell  generosts, 
Hicc  vasa  deaurata  Kx  abundanti  sui  generositats  Ecclesiffl 
S".  (Egidij.  D.  D.  C.  1738.  Ut  omnia  fierent  decentcr." 
Upon  the  margin,  "  Beatum  est  dare  potius  quam  aecipere." 
Marks,  as  before.     Weight,  31  oz.  18  dwts. 

Robert  Snell,  Gent.,  died  17th  November,  1738,  and  was 
buried  in  this  Church,  with  a  monument.  The  old  plate 
was  sold  upon  his  givijig  this  set,  and  a  brass  branch  or 
chandelier  was  bought  for  the  Church  with  the  money. 
(Blomefield,  iv.  243.) 

There  are  also  here  two  brass  bowls  with  the  inscription, 
"*®il)nt  to  »t,  ®ilr2*  Ctiurrfi,  Nortatri),  bg  3ol)n  ffionug, 
3iil2,  1669." 


SIII.— ST.  GREGORY. 
1.  Cup.  Large,  gilt.  Imcnpttoti,  "  St.  Gregorie, 
Norwich,  A".  Dno.  1629.  Marks,  (1)  black  letter  small  m 
in  plain  shield  (1629-30) ;  (2)  lion  passant  in  shape ;  (3) 
leopard's  head  crowned  in  shape  ;  (4)  T.  F.  in  monogram  in 
plain  shield.  This  is  the  best  known  maker's  mark  of  the 
period.  It  occurs  on  the  plate  of  the  Temple 
London,  made  in  1609-10.     Weight,  29^  oz. 


lark  of  the    ^m 
ale   Churcb.,    ^H 

J 
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2.     Patbn.     Cover  to  above,  with  foot.     Inscription  on  the 
foot,  in  square, 


ST.    OREGORIE. 
NORWICH. 

A".  Dno.    1629. 


Marks,  same  as  cup. 

3.  Flagon.  Ewer  shaped.  Inscriptions,  in  front,  "M. 
W."  in  small  shield ;  on  the  foot,  "  deo  &  ecclijb 
DiCAviT  MARIA  WARD  NORWiGCH,  viDVA."      Underneath,  on 

rim,    "  S'  .  GREGORY  .   IN  .  NORWIGCH   .  APRILL    .    12th   .  AN"*. 

Doi  .  1628."  Marks,  (1)  D  in  shape  (1627-8) ;  (2)  castle 
and  Uon  (Norwich) ;  (3)  rose  crowned  (Norwich) ;  (4)  a 
Pegasus  galloping,  in  foliated  square;  on  the  foot,  a  rose 
crowned ;  on  the  Ud,  the  same  four  marks. 

This,  and  the  paten  at  St.  Peter's  Southgate,  are  the 
earliest  pieces  in  Norwich  on  which  the  standard  mark  of  a 
rose  crowned  appear. 


XIV.— ST.    HELEN. 

1.  Cup.  Rather  small  Elizabethan  ;  another  of  Peter 
Peterson's  work ;  plain  circular  band.  Inscription  below  the 
band,  "  the  .  cvppe  .  pertenyng  .  to  .  saynct  .  geyles  .  o» 
ospFTAL  .  DC  .  KOKwicH  .A®  .  1686  .  Mttrks,  (1)  orb  and  cross 
in  lozenge  ;  (2)  castle  and  lion  of  Norwich  ;  (3)  C  in  square 
(1566-7.) 

The  Church  of  St.  Giles'  Hospital  is  now  the  parish 
church  of  St.  Helen. 

2.  Cup.     Tall,  on  stem.     Inscription,  "  the  gift  of  iohn 

PRESS,     ESQ'.,    ALDERMAN     OF     THIS     WARD,     TO     ST.     HELENAS 

PARISH,  1769."  Marks,  (!)  defaced,  M.  R.  P ;  (2)  lion 
passant ;  (3)  leopard's  head  crowned ;  (4)  old  English 
capital  C  in  plain  shield  (1758-9.) 
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3.     Paten,  with  foot.     Inscription  on  the  foot  same  as  on 
cup  No.  2.  •  Same  marks. 

Also  two  pewter  Dishes  and  a  pewter  Flagon. 


XV.— ST.    JAMES. 

1.  Cup.  Good  Elizabethan ;  bell-shaped  bowl,  with  cir- 
cular band,  chased  mouldings  on  foot,  partly  gilt  Marks, 
(1)  an  estoile  of  six  points  in  shaped  shield;  (2)  C  in 
square  (1666-7) ;  (3)  Norwich  castle  and  lion. 

2.  Paten,  with  foot,  partly  gilt ;  probably  re-made  about 
Queen  Anne's  time,  except  the  foot.  Inscription  on  foot,  in 
ornamented  square. 


SATNT 
lAMES, 

1567. 


No  marks. 

3.  Paten.  On  foot;  edge  of  cord  moulding.  Inscription 
underneath,  "For  the  Parish  of  St.  James  in  Norwich 
♦  1703  ♦."  Marks,  (1)  An  in  shape  (Wm.  Andrewes) ;  (2) 
Britannia ;  (3)  lion's  head  erased ;  (1)  court-hand  E  in 
shield  (1700-1.) 

4.  Flagon.     Plated. 


XVI.— ST.    JOHN    MADDERMARKET. 

1.  Cup.  Gilt.  Good  Elizabethan  cup  by  Peter  Peterson* 
with  circular  band,  chased  foot,  band  on  the  stem.  Marks,  C 
in  square  (1666-7);  (2)  Norwich  castle  and  lion;  (3)  orb 
and  cross  in  lozenge. 

2.  Paten,  cover  to  above ;  engraved  leaf  patterns,  with 


foot;   boss  in  centre  with  engraved  border.     Inscription  in 
square  on  tlie  foot. 


8  A  V  N  c  T 


U ADDEBU 
ARSET.  1568. 


3.  Paten.  Inscription  on  under  aide,  "  Maria  uxor 
Gulielmi  Adamson  Rectoris  Eccleaiaj  S".  Johannia  in 
Maddcrmarket  eidem  Eccleaiie,  D.  D.  D.  1706."  Marks,  (1) 
An  in  shape,  (Wm.  Andrewes) ;  (2)  Britannia ;  (3)  lion's 
head  erased  ;  (4)  court-band  K  in  plain  shield  (1705-6.) 

Wm-  Adamaon,  Rector,  died  15th  of  October,  1707,  aged 
77.  Mary  his  wife  died  December  29th,  1706,  aged  72 ; 
buried  in  the  chancel,  with  inscriptions  on  brass  plates 
(Blomefield,  iv.  288.) 

4,  6.  Pair  of  Flaoon8,  Imeriptiom,  "  Deo  et  Eocleeis 
Sancti  Johannis  De  Madder  Marfeett  in  Norwich,  1715," 
Marks,  (1)  E.  A.  fleur-da-lis  below,  in  shaped  shield  (John 
Eastt,  as  before;  same  mark  occurs  at  Newton,  Buxton, 
and  Foulden,  all  in  Norfolk.— Cripps,  300,  302) ;  (2)  Hon'a 
head  erased;  (3)  Britannia;  (4j  court-hand  V  in  plain 
shield  (1715-16.)     Same  maker's  mark  on  handles. 

ti.  Spoon.  Strainer.  Inscription,  "st.  iohnis  uaddbr 
MABKET,  NORWICH,  1738."  Marks,  (I)  leopard's  head 
crowned ;  (2)  small  Roman  c  (as  large  as  capital)  in  plain 
shield  (1738-9);   (3)  lion  passant;  (4) ;  P  in  shape. 


XVII.— ST,    JOHN    DE    SEPULCHRE. 

1.     Cdp,      luscripiions,    "  st.   john   sepvlchre,"  "  Tho'. 
Smith  &  Jamea   Wade,   Church  Wardens,  1777."     Marks, 


(t)  ID.  in  oblong;    (2)  lion   pasaant;    (3)  leopard's  bet 
crowned  ;  (4)  small  Roman  d  in  cornered  skield  (1776-7,) 


2.     Paten.     Large  waiter  on  three  feet.     Inscription   in 
centre,     "  JES13    ®N    S5iK    5N    513^1    ^ffiaiSa:    13g 

jFasjiittj,"  "scasE,  Eac.  cci^is  s»  jfia  B©fflf;" 

on  the  back,  "  Presented  to  the  Pariah  Church  of  St.  John 
at  Sepulchre  by  Edward  Browne,  Ironmonger,  in  memory 
of  his  faithful  and  beloved  wife,  Mary  Anderton  Browne, 
and  in  perpetual  Testimony  of  thanksgiving  to  Almighty 
God  for  merciea  and  Bleseinga  vouchsafed  to  him  during 
his  union  with  her."  Marks,  (1)  T.  H.  in  square ;  (2) 
lion  passant  in  cornered  shield ;  (3)  leopard's  head  not 
crowned;  (4)  small  Roman  n  in  cornered  shield  (1795-61; 
(5)  Sovereign's  head. 


3,  4.  Cup  and  Paten,  Good  modern.  Octagonal  base 
with  Agnua  Dei.  Annual  letter,  D  (1879-80.)  Flat  paten 
for  cover,  cross  fiory  on  edge.  Letter  E  (1880-1.)  (Pre- 
sented by  Rev.  Joseph  John  Gumey,  Vicar,) 

5.     Pewter   Flagon.     Inscription,  same  as  on  cup,  1777. 

"  In  1737  the  Church  was  robbed  of  the  silver  cup,  &c." 
(Blomefield  iv.  141.) 


XVm.— ST,    JOHN    TIMBERHILL. 

1,  Cop.  Another  Elizabethan  Norwich  cup,  with  bell- 
shaped  bowl,  and  circular  bond,  partly  gilt.  Inscriplion  (of 
later  date  in  a  wreath),  "  sT.  joh.v  of  Timberhill,  1568." 
Marks,  (1)  a  crowned  head  affroutfee,  tongue  protruding; 
(2)  Norwich  castle  and  lion  ;  (3)  B  in  square  (1565-6.) 
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2.     Patbn.     No  foot     Inteription  in  centre. 


8ATNCT 

lOHN  .  OF 

TYMBER 

HILL.  « 

1668. 


Marks,  C  in  square  (1566-7);  (2)  Norwich  castle  and  Uon; 
(3)  orb  and  cross  in  lozenge,  (Peter  Peterson.) 

3.  Paten.  Large  waiter,  on  foot.  Marks,  (1)  An  in 
shape  (William  Andrewes. — Cripps,  p.  300) ;  (2)  lion's  head 
erased;  (3)  Britannia;  (4)  court-hand  B  in  plain  shield 
(1697-8.)  Inscription  on  the  back,  "St.  John's  of  Timberhill, 
1699,  I.  P.  ♦  M.  I." 

4.  Paten.  Inscription,  "*  jfct  use  at  ftolg  dommunfon 
in  t^e  C^rcf)  of  St.  Jofifn  Sftmiietfiai  TStntoitii,  Beqmatfieti  bg  tfie 
Vifb.  ZwmA  SttlolD,  liectot,  infio  tiieti  apttl  2l0t,  1871." 

5.  Flagon.     Same  inscription  on  foot. 


XIX.— ST.    JULIAN. 

1.  Cup.  Straight-sided  bowl,  with  narrow  circular  band 
of  foliage.  Height,  6  inches.  Inscription,  close  under  the 
lip,  "  For  the  Parrish  of  St.  Julian's,  In  time  of  Edward 
&  Richard  Tompson,  Churchwardens  in  Conford,  Jen.  10. 
1669."    No  marks. 

2.  Paten.  Cover  to  above.  Plain,  with  small  knob. 
No  marks. 

3.  Alms  Dish  (or  Paten.)  Salver  on  three  feet. 
Inscription  on  the  face,  "  The  Gift  of  M'.  Benj.  Trappett  to 
the  Church  of  St.  Julian,  Norwich,  1766."    Marks,  (1)  black 


letter  capital  V.  (or  ft?)  in  plain  shield  (1765-6);  {2j  Ijon 
passant  in  square  shield ;  (3)  leopard's  head  crowned,  in 
plain  shield ;  (4)  W.  B.  in  long  square. 

4.  Flaoon.  Plated.  Inscrip/ion  on  lower  edge,  "  St. 
Julian's  Church,  W.  Baxter  &  B.  Burrell,  Churchwai-dens, 
July.  1864." 


XX.— ST.    LAWRENCE. 

1.  Cup,  Bell-abaped,  with  circular  band,  no  boss  in  the 
Btom.  Itiicripfion,  "  ®  saincte  .  LA^^tANCE  ,  anno,  douini. 
1567."  Marks,  (1)  a  trefoil  slipped;  (2)  Norwich  castla 
and  lion;  (3)  B  in  square  (1563-6.) 

2.  Patbh,     Cover  to  above.     Flower  spike  for  handle. 

3.  Crp.  Fine  modern,  ancient  shape,  with  knob  in  stem, 
and  spreading  foot.  Inscription  on  bowl,  "  ave  :  in  :  .sternum 
:  ccBLESTi";  on  foot,  1. 11.  S.  in  monogram,  and  crucifix. 


Same   imcription   on   back,    and 


4.  Paten.      Modem. 
monogram,  I.  H.  S. 

5.  Spoon.     Modem ;  pierced  strainer,  cruciform  handle. 


XXI.— ST.    MARGARET. 

I.  Cup,  Elizabethan;  shorter  bowl  than  usual;  circular 
band.  Inscription,  "  ^  saynt  .  maroaret  .  anno  .  1567." 
Marks,  (1)  C  in  square  (1566-7)  ;  (2)  Norwich  castle  and 
lion ;  (3)  a  head  affront^e,  with  rays  (or  whiskers  P)  in 
shape.  Underneath  the  foot  three  marks,  (1)  and  (2)  as 
before ;  (3)  a  trefoil  slipped. 


Paten.     Cover  to  above ;    small,  same 
bowl  of  cup. 


larh 


3.  Alms  Plate.  On  three  feet  Inscription,  "  The  Gift 
of  M'.  Benj.  Trappett  to  the  Church  of  St,  Margaret, 
Norwich,  1763."  Marks,  (1)  capital  black  letter  J^  in  plain 
shield  (1763-4) ;  {2)  lion  pasaant;  (3)  leopard's  head 
crowned ;  (i)  W.  B.  iu  long  square. 

4.  Flagon.     Pewter.     Handle  iVwn'ierf  •' St.  M.  1743." 


XSII.— ST.    MARTIM    AT    OAK. 

1,  Cup.  Small  Elizabethan,  with  circular  band,  shallow 
bowl.  Inscription, "  4"  fob  .  the  .  parrs  .  of  .  sent  .  martins." 
Marks,  (1)  0  in  square  (1566-7);  (2)  a  flat  fish  in  circle, 
similar  to  those  at  Winfartbing  and  Woodton ;  (3)  Norwich 
caatle  and  lion. 


foot.     On    the  foot. 


3.     Fates.      Cover  to   above,  with 
in  dotted  surface,  "  1568." 

3.  Paten.  Larger,  with  foot.  Inscription  in  the  centre, 
"St.  Martina  at  the  Oak  in  Norwich."  Marks,  (1)  capital 
Roman  H  in  plain  shield  (1723-4) ;  (2)  leopard's  head 
crowned  in  plain  shield ;  (3)  lion  passant  in  oblong ;  (4)  G. 
S.,  with  an  object  below  like  a  covered  cup,  in  shaped  shield 
(see  CrippB,  p.  306.) 

4.  Flagon.     Same  inscription,  same  marks. 

5.  Plated  Alsis  Dish, 


XXIII.— ST.    MARTIN    AT    PALACE. 

1.     Cup.     Good  small   Elizabethan,  with  circular  band 
with  Peter  Peterson's  mark.     Arms  on  the  bowl,  bet' 
the  words  of  the  inscription,  Chequj,  a  feaa  ermine  (Calthorp), 
impaling  azure,  a  chevron    ermine  between  three  dolphins 


J 


(Elennerhasset.)  InicriptUm,  "the  otft  of  the  [^irffw] 
LADit  CAWLLTHOP."  Marks,  (1)  D  in  square  {1567-8)  ;  (2) 
orb  and  crosa  in  losenge ;  (3)  Norwich  castle  and  lion. 
(See  illustration.) 

Jane,  daughter  of  Sir  John  BlennerhaBset  of  Frenze, 
married  as  second  wife  to  Sir  Philip  Calthorp  of  Ingham 
and  this  Parish.  She  died  1550 :  buried,  with  brass,  in  the 
chancel 

"  Si\it  lotm  <Sioli'e  taoitt  amti  liirETi  Isfttfuiat, 
Sfje  gatrt  to  tljt  ipoote.  auD  praaeti  far  tftt  JSjltije, 
Ate  ntlcb  ))»  %aviit  in  j^tssutr  anO  Ssvatt. 
5iiji  sptnt  as  It  came  anO  gatijerrt  not  moci]t." 
(Blomefield,  iv.  372 ;  Norfolk  Archeology,  vs..  15.) 

It  is  probable  that  the  cup  she  gave  to  the  church  at  her 
death  was  melted  down,  and  that  her  representatives 
presented  this  one  instead  in  1567. 

On  a  "Table  of  Benefactors"  formerly  over  the  south 
door,  was  the  following : — "  1550.  Lady  Calthorp  gave  a 
silver  cup  and  velvet  carpet,  which  is  adorned  with  rosea  and 
lilies,  and  the  Holy  name  of  Jesus,  and  this,  Sicut  lilium 
inter  spiuas,  sic  Arnica  mea  inter  FiliaH. — 2  chap.  Solom. 
Song,  verse  2."     (Blomefield,  iv.  371.) 

2.  Paten.  Cover  to  above,  with  foot,  same  arms  on  the 
foot  in  circle.  Inscription,  "*the  gvftb  of  the  lady 
CALTiiRor."     Same  marks. 

3.  Paten.  Inscription,  "  St.  Martin  by  the  Pallaoe  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1730  *"  Marh,  (1)  P.  in  plam  shield 
(1730-1);  (2)  leopard's  head  crowned;  (3)  lion  passant  in 
oblong;  (4)  R.  B.  in  oblong  (Richard  Bayley.) 

4.  Flagon.  Inscription,  "  St.  Martin'a  by  the  Palace  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1731."     Same  marks. 

'  5.  Cup.  Small  barrel-shaped,  on  stem,  engraved  bowL 
Inseription,    "  s.    mabtin    at    palace.   The   gift  of  SamncI 


Kacift  J^arrus.  fEL.'S...  eitift,  October  9,  1865."  Amu, 
Quarterly,  1  and  4,  Vert,  a  trefoil  slipped ;  2,  Or,  on  a  bend 
invecked,  between  double  cotieea,  tbree  (bucklers  P) ;  3,  Ermine, 
on  a  cbevron  .  .  .  ,  between  tbree  bugle  horns,  as  many 
(roundels  ?).  Crest,  A  nudo  figure  kneeling,  presenting  a 
Bword,  Newton.  No  marks.  Possibly  the  crest  of  Newton 
baa  been  substituted  for  another,  as  the  arms  do  not  appear 
to  belong  to  that  name.  The  Rey.  Mr.  Harris  informs  me 
that  the  cup  had  been  for  some  time  in  his  family,  but  he  is 
unable  to  appropriate  the  arms. 


,  XXIV.— ST.    MARY    IN    COSLANY. 

I      1.     Ccp.     Usual  Elizabethan  shape,  with  circular  band, 
"  the  work  of  Peter  Peterson.     Inscription  on  foot,  "  \.  g.  i.  I " 

Marks,  (1)  orb  and  cross  in  lozenge ;  (2)  Norwich  castle  and 

lion  ;  (3)  C  in  square  (1567-8.) 


2.    Paten, 
coslantr  .  a". 


Cover.      Itucripfion,    "saynct 
569.     Same  three  marks." 


MASYE     OF 


3,  Flagon.  Inscription,  "  Deo  optimo  maximo  in  usum 
8*".  Euchariftia;  in  Ecclesiee  S".  Marie  in  Norvico.  Anno 
Domini  1728."  Marks,  (1)  I.  B.  mullet  above  and  below, 
in  quatrefoil ;  (2)  lion  passant;  (3)  leopard's  head  crowned; 
(4)  capital  Roman  N  in  plain  shield  (1728-9.) 

t.     Alms   Dish.      Waiter    on    foot.      Inscription,    "  St. 

I  Mary's  of  Coslany,  1736."  Marks,  (1)  1.8.  in  dotted  oval 
(Joseph  Smith) ;  (2)  Hon  passant ;  (3)  leopard's  bead 
crowned  ;    (4)  small  Roman  a  in  plain  shield  (1736-7.) 

).  Alms  Dish.  Inscription,  "St.  Mary  Coslany,  1746." 
Marks,  (I)  leopard's  head  crowned;  (2)  lion  passant;  (3) 
small  Roman  k  in  shaped  shield  (1745-6) ;  (4)  T.  W.  in' 
shaped  oblong. 


XXV.— ST.    MARY    15    THE    MARSH. 

1.  Alms  Bason.  Deep  bowl;  gilt.  Tmcription  oo  the 
rim,  "  The  gift  of  the  parisLioners  of  St.  Mary  in  the 
Marsh,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Parish.  A.  D.  1766."  Marks, 
(I)  black  letter  capital  S  in  plain  shield  (1765-6);  (2) 
leopard's  head  crowned  in  plain  shield ;  (3)  lion  passant  in 
plain  shield  ;  (4)  I.  W.  (?)  pellets  above  and  below,  in  lobed 
shield. 

2.  £nife.  Silver-gilt  handle,  with  curved  ornamental 
end :  ateel  blade,  curved  top.  Inscription  on  the  handle, 
"  St.  Mary's  in  the  Marsh  " ;  on  tho  blade,  "Widdowson  and 
Veale,  75,  Strand,  London."  Marks,  (1)  lion  passant  in 
square  ;    (2)  |  W.  A.  | 

3.  Cup.  Large ;  on  octagon  base ;  knob  in  the  stem 
with  quatrefoils;  richly  chased.  Inscriptions,  in  Lom- 
bardic  letters,   round  the  bowl,   "  *  i  will  receive  the 

Cnp  OF  SALVATION  AND  CALL  UPON  THE  NAME    OF    TUE    LORD." 

Underneath  the  base,  "  *  BTiit  gift  of  tfit  ^ariBfuDHEra  of  &i. 
^ara  in  tfie  iHarsli.  for  tijt  u«  of  tljt  Saflj  Paris!).  3.  B.  IS63." 
Five  marks;  annua!  letter,  small  black  letter  g  (1862-3); 
makers'  mark,  I.  K.  and  II.  S.  (Keith  and  Stiff.) 

3.  Paten.  A  sexfoil  in  the  centre,  and  IH8  in  cusped 
circle.  Inscriptions,  in  Lombardic  type,  round  the  rim, 
"^  LORD  evermore  oive  US  THIS  BREAD."  Underneath, 
the  same  as  on  cup.     Marks,  the  same  as  on  cup. 

4.  Flaqon.  Large ;  ewer-shaped ;  richly  chased.  I H  S 
in  cusped  circle  in  front.  Inscriptions,  in  Lombardic  letters,  in 
circular  band,  "  *  glory  be  to  god  on  high."  Under- 
neath, same  as  on  cup.     Marks,  same  as  on  cup. 


I. 

\ 

I 


97 
XXVI.— ST.   MICHAEL    IN    COSLANY. 

1.  Cup.  Elizabethan;  circular  band;  Peter  Peterson's 
work,  Marks,  (1)  C  in  square  (1666-7) ;  (2)  Norwich  castle 
and  lion  ;  (3)  orb  and  cross  in  lozenge. 

2.  Paten.  Cover  to  above ;  with  foot.  Inscription  on 
the  foot,  in  ornamented  shield,  "  saynt  .  michaeil  .  of  . 
GOSLANTE  .  A  .  1567."    Marks,  same  as  on  cup. 

3.  Flagon.  With  engraved  figure  of  St.  Michael  and 
the  Dragon  on  the  side.  Inscription,  "  st.  michael  coslany 
NOBwicH,  1731."    On  the  foot, 

"Thomas  Crotch   ) 
Richard  Claxton  / 

CHURCHWARDEN  8." 

Marks,  (1)  I.  S.  in  beaded  oval ;  (2)  lion  passant ;  (3) 
leopard's  head  crowned;  (4)  capital  Roman. Q  in  plain 
flhield  (1731-2.) 

4.  5.  Pahi  of  Alms  Dishes.  Inscription,  "  St.  Michael 
Coslany,  Norwich,  1735."  Marks,  (1)  capital  Roman  T  in 
plain  shield  (1734-5)  ;  (2)  leopard's  head  crowned ;  (3) 
T.  S.  in  script  capitals  ;  (4)  lion  passant. 

6.  Alms  Bowl.  Marks,  (1)  lion  passant ;  (2)  D  M. ; 
(3)  leopard's  head  crowned;  (4)  black  letter  capital  jf  in 
plain  shield  (1761-2.) 


XXVII.— ST.    MICHAEL    AT    PLEA. 

1.  Cup.  Large;  with  straight-sided  bowl,  and  boss  to 
stem.  Inscription,  on  the  bowl,  **  Altari  EclesiaD  S". 
Michaelis  ad  Placita  consecratum  1691."     No  marks. 

VOL.  X.]  h 


2.  Paten.  Cover  to  above,  with  foot.  Siirae  inscription 
on  the  back. 

S,  4.  Pais  of  Flaooss.  Inscriptions,  same  ae  on  oup 
and  pateii,  1691.  Marks,  (I)  Norwich  castle  and  lion ; 
(2)  small  black  letter  B  in  plain  shield  (apparently  1687-8, 
but  the  character  oE  this  cycle  in  Mr.  Cripps's  Norwich 
tables  is  Roman  capitals,  and  for  1691  the  letter  would  be 
G  or  H) ;  (3)  a  rose  crowned  (Norwich) ;  (4)  T.  H.,  mullet 
below,  in  plain  shield.  (Thomas  Havers,  goldsmith,  buried 
in  this  church  in  1732,     See  under  St.  Augustine.) 

5.  Alms  Bason.  Inscription  on  the  rim,  "  Ex  Douo 
Tho.  Havers  Eclesiffi  S".  Mich ;  ad  Placita  An°.  Doiii.  1694." 
Mark,  T.  H.,  mullet  below,  in  plain  shield ;  no  others. 

6.  Paten.      Large ;    with   foot.      Inscription,    "  altari 

£CCLESt.£     SAMCri     M1CHAELIS     AD      PLACITA      BACR0U,      1712." 

Marks,  (1)  an  uncertain  mark,  with  two  pellets  above 
in  shaped  shield ;  (2)  Britannia ;  (3)  lion's  head  erased ; 
(4)  court-hand  N  in  plain  shield  (1708-9.) 


XXVIII.— ST.    MICHAEL    AT    THORN. 


1.     Paten.     Cover  to  former  cup ;    very  small,  no  foot. 
Probably  Elizabethan.     No  marks. 


2.     Paten.     Inscription,  "deooptimo  maximo  uumillimk 

DICATUR   HJLC   PATINA  IN   ESUM    s".  EDCHARISTI^   IN    ECCLESIA 

s".  MicHAEJ.is  AD  BPiNAM  IN  NOHVico."  Marks,  (1)  E.  A., 
mullet  below,  in  shaped  shield  [John  Eastt,  as  before) ;  (2) 
lion's  bend  cnisod ;  (3)  Britannia ;  (4)  capital  Homan  A  in 
plain  shield  (1716-17.) 
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3,  4.  Paik  of  Flagons.  Inscription,  IHS  and  nails  in 
rays ;  on  the  lower  edge  of  one,  and  the  body  of  the  other, 
"  The  Gift  of  Mrs.  Eliz.  Baist  to  the  Church  of  St.  Michael 
at  Thome  in  Norwich,  1753.''  Marks,  (1)  W.  C.  in  oblong ; 
(2)  leopard's  head  crowned ;  (3)  lion  passant ;  (4)  small 
Roman  long  f  in  shaped  shield  (1753-4.) 

5.  CuF.  Plain  modem,  plated.  IHS  and  nails  in  rays  ; 
on  the  bottom,  an  orb  and  cross. 


XXIX.— ST.    PAUL. 

1.  CuF.  Good  Elizabethan,  with  circular  band  within 
raised  edges ;  Peter  Peterson's  work.  Inscription  added  in 
dotted  letters,  "•  saynt  •  foule  •  s  •  1615.''  Marks,  (1)  orb 
and  cross  in  lozenge ;  (2)  Norwich  castle  and  lion ;  (3)  C 
in  square  (1566-7.) 

2.  Paten.  Cover  to  above,  but  later,  probably  made  out 
of  the  old  paten ;  with  foot.  Inscription  on  the  foot,  "  St. 
Paul's,  1692."  Marks,  (1)  Norwich  castle  and  lion  in  plain 
shield ;  (2)  rose  crowned  in  shape ;  (3)  black  letter  small  tf 
in  plain  shield  (1687-8  P) ;  (4)  T.  H.,  mullet  below,  in  plain 
shield ;  (Thomas  Havers :  as  at  St.  Augustine's  and  St. 
Michael's  at  Plea  and  St.  Peter's  Hungate.) 

3.  Paten  or  Alms  Dish.  Larger;  with  foot.  Same 
inscription  in  the  middle.     Same  marks, 

4.  Cup.     Plated ;  on  stem. 
Flagon  and  two  dishes,  of  pewter. 
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XXX.— ST.    PETER    HUNGATE. 

1.  Cup  and  Cover.  Fine;  gilt;  richly  embossed  with 
floral  decorations.  This  is  a  very  beautiful  "  standing  cup 
and  cover,"  poaaibly  made  originally  for  secular  use.  The 
cover  is  not  adapted  for  use  as  a  paten.  It  is  of  Norwich 
raanufacturo,  but  unfortunately  the  marks  are  too  much 
defaced  to  enable  the  date  to  be  fixed.  The  year  1620  ia 
suggested  as  an  approximate  one.  {See  ilhislraiion.)  Inscrip- 
tion, on  outside  edge  of  rim,  "  ex  dono  thom^  lane  et 
HARLS  uxoKis  Eivs."  Underneath  the  foot,  "  St.  Peeler's 
of  Hondegate."  Marks,  (1)  defaced;  (2)  Norwich  castle 
and  lion ;  (3)  defaced  (rose  and  crown  ?) 

A  Thomas  Lane  was  Sheriff  in  1591,  and  Mayor  in  1603. 
If  this  was  not  the  donor,  nothing  appears  to  be  known  of 
him. 

2.  Patek.  Large ;  slightly  bason-shaped,  Itiscription, 
"  Deo  ot  EccIeeiiB  St.  Petri  de  Iluugate  in  Civitate  Norwici, 
1675."  Marks,  (1)  an  arched  crown  in  plain  shield;  (2) 
Norwich  castle  and  lion  in  plain  shield ;  (3)  a.  rose  sprig  in 
plain  shield;  (4)  T.  II.,  mullet  below,  in  plain  shield; 
(Thomas  Havers ;  see  St.  Augustine  and  8t,  Michael  at  Plea 
and  St.  Paul.) 

There  is  no  date-letter.  The  character  of  the  alphabet  to 
which  1675  would  belong  in  the  Norwich  cycles  is  not 
known  to  Mr.  Grippe, 

3,4.  Pair  OF  Flaoons.  Small.  Jfoi-fe,  (1)  C.  K,  mullet 
and  two  pellets  below,  in  plain  shield ;  (2)  leopard's  head 
crowned  in  oval;  (3)  lion  passant  in  oval  ;  (4)  small  black 
letter  c  in  plain  shield  (1680-1.)  On  the  handles,  tntcription,  , 
"  St.  Peter  of  Hungate,  Norwich."     Mark,  C.  K. 

5.  Alms  Bason.  Inscriptioti  in  the  bowl,  "  St.  Peter  of  I 
Hungate,  Norwich."  Marks,  (!)  C.  K,  mullet  and  pellets  | 
below;  (2,  3,  4)  defaced  :  probably  1680. 


-^■CfixiDina  <iup   BTi-B  Coven, 


6.  Cup  aud  Cover.  Height,  1  ft.  3  in. ;  on  tall  halustre 
stem;  engraved  with  shell  putterna  and  landscape,  b church, 
dog,  and  farm-house  and  foliage ;  of  very  inferior  taate ; 
gilt  inside.  The  cover  has  foliated  knob,  with  fruit  and  a  fly, 
Iiteeripiion  round  the  bowl,  "  Mr.  Matthew  Gosa  of  the  city 
OF  NORWICH,  DYER,  by  Will  gave  this  cdp  »  tovEH  to  be 
added  to  the  commukiok  flate  of  st.  pfTTER's  of  hukoate, 
Sep'.  22.  1779. 

Joines  Smith  )  „ 

_   ,         .,,       ,    J  CHURCHWARDENS. 

John  Aidred  ) 
Marks,    (1)    lion    passant    in    oblong;    (2)    leopard's   head 
crowned  in  plain  shield  ;  (3)  capital  Roman  T  in  plain  shield 
(1734-5.) 

7.  Paten  or  Dish.  Square  salver  on  four  feet. 
Imcriplion,  same  aa  on  cup  (No.  6)  with  the  substitution, 
"gave  this  waiter."  Marks,  (1)  E.  (T  P)  a  bird  above, 
mullet  below,  in  lobed  shield ;  (2)  lion  passant  in  oblong  ;  (3) 
leopard's  bead  crowned  in  plain  shield ;  (4)  capital  Roman 
V  in  plain  shield  (1735-6.) 


XXSI.— ST.    PETER    MANCROFT. 

1.  Cup  and  Cover.  Gilt.  Height  1  ft. ;  extremely  fine. 
The  bowl  is  beaker- shaped,  with  elaborate  chasing  in 
patterns,  and  profile  heads  in  medalhons ;  a  cresting  of 
foliage  round  the  upper  part.  The  cover  has  gadroon 
patterns,  and  four  scroll  handles,  and  is  surmounted  by  a 
standing  figure  in  classical  costume,  holding  a  large  scroll. 
The  stem  also  has  four  small  scrolla  as  handles,  and  the  base 
has  decorations  like  the  cover.  Marks,  (1)  leopard's  head 
crowned  in  shaped  circle ;  (2)  capital  Roman  F  in  shape 
(1543-4;)  (3)  a  small  cross  patt^e,  not  in  a  stamp.  Same 
three  marks  on  the  foot  and  the  cover.  As  the  lion  passant 
(introduced  in  1545)  ia  absent,  the  above  date  appears  to  be 
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correct ;  and  this  most  beautiful  cup  ia  the  only  piece  of  plate 
known  with  the  date  letter  of  1543-4.  Mr.  Crippa'a  tables 
furnish  no  letter  F  in  alphabet  No.  vi.  It  is  also  the  oldest 
piece  in  Norwich,     (&e  illu  if  ration.) 


2.  Cdp.  Gilt  and  engraved ;  circular  band  on  bowl  and 
stem.  Peter  Peterson's  work.  Inscription  "  sanct  .  peteh  . 
MANCROFTE  .  A".  .  1569."  Maris,  (1)  orb  and  cross  in 
lozenge ;  (2)  Norwich  castle  and  lion ;  (3)  C  in  square 
(1566-7.) 

3.  Paten,  Cover  to  above,  with  foot;  similar  engraving. 
Inscription,  on  the  foot  in  square — 


SAMCT ,    PI 
BR . OF . M, 
C  ROF  TE     , 
1  569- 


Same  three  marks.  A  boss  ia  the  centre,  as  in  the  paten  at 
St.  Andrew's.    {See  group.) 

4,  5.  Pair  of  Flagons.  Gilt ;  fine ;  ewer-ahapod. 
Arms  on  front  in  plain  shield.  A  chevron  between  nine 
cloves,  three,  three,  and  three  (Company  of  Grocers, 
London.)  Iiiscriptioni  :  above  the  shield,  "  r.  b."  ;  on  the 
foot  of  one  flagon,  "  has  dvas  laqenas  aroenteas 
^QViLiBBBS  o^  36";  and  of  the  other,  "beo  a  Ecci£ae 
DicAviT  .  ROB  :   blackbobne    norwic' " "  ;    underneath   the 

foot,    "ST.    PETER   OF    MANCROFT    IN    NORWICH    NOVEM    20    AN". 

Dor.  1612.""  Marks,  (1)  Lombardic  P  in  plain  shield 
(1612-13);  (2)  lion  passant;  (3)  leopard's  head  crowned; 
(4)  R.  P.,  a  bird  (cock  P)  above  in  shield. 

Robert  Blackhorne,  Grocer,  was  Sheriff  in  1.593.  "  1612. 
Payd  to  Wrett  for  graving  two  silver  flagons  which  Mr. 
Robt.  Blackhorne  gave  to  the  Church  this  yere  ijs." — 
Ckurehwardem'  Arcouuls. 


acrv    And     aonccK,   154-3-4. 

&\  Pbtbr   MANcaoFT  Church. 
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,-u»     —a     fores. 

.,,^r-;„    MJ^NCROrT    CHURCH 
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6.  Cup  and  Cover.  GKlt ;  extremely  fine.  Height,  IJ  ft.; 
cbasiBg  and  ornamentation  very  elaborate.  Kound  tbe  bowl, 
in  high  relief,  is  a  representation  of  David  rising  from  a  throne, 
and  Abigail  kneeling  before  him,  presenting  gifts ;  behind 
her  is  a  train  of  camels  and  asses,  bearing  plate,  flowers, 
fruit,  &c.  Tall  cover,  with  three  subjects,  representing 
David  sending  messengers  to  Nabal,  their  reception  and 
return  {i.  Samuel,  xxv.);  with  largo  masks  between;  bunch 
of  foliage  at  the  top,  not  gilt.  Stem  and  base  with  scrolls 
and  masks.  Inscription  on  upper  part  of  bowl,  "Ex  dono 
Petri  Gleane,  militia  Aiio  Doi.  1633";  on  a  boss  inside  the 
cover,  the  arms  of  Gleane,  Ermine,  on  a  chief  three  lioncels 
rampant ;  with  helmet  and  lambrequins  :  credit,  out  of  ducal 
coronet,  an  otter.  Marks,  (1)  small  italic  A  (?)  in  plain 
shield  (1625-6) ;  (2)  lion  passant ;  (3)  leopard's  head  crowned ; 
(4)  apparently  a  capital  B  in  lozenge.      (See  illunl ration.) 

Sir  Peter  Gleane,  an  eminent  merchant  of  Norwich,  was 
the  son  of  Thomas  Gleane,  Esq.,  of  Hardwick  Hall,  Norfolk. 
He  married  Maud,  daughter  of  Robert  Suckling,  Esq,,  of 
Norwich,  and  was  grandfather  of  Sir  Peter  Gleane,  first 
Baronet.  He  was  Mayor  in  Ifilii ;  was  knighted  by  James 
I.  ;  and  was  M.P.  for  Norwich  in  1628. 

"  A  moat  noble  standing  cup  and  cover,  as  great  a  curiosity 
and  elegant  piece  of  workmanship  as  is  almost  anywhere  to 
be  seen."     (Blomefield,  iv.  193.) 

7.  Alms  Basos.  A  gilt  bowl.  Inscription,  "  Ex  Dono 
Petri  Witherick,  1635."     No  marks.     Weight,  22^  oz. 

Peter  Witherick  was  an  innkeeper  of  Norwich.  "1635, 
Item  paid  to  Mr.  William  Cady  for  entringe  the  Silver  bason 
given  by  Peter  Withericke  into  the  booke : — 0.  0.  4," 
— Chitrchirardeits'  Accounts. 

8.  Paten  oe  Dish.  Giltj  octagonal,  aides  re-curved. 
Intcriplion   in   dotted  letters,   "  £x   dono   Johii   Boateman 
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EccleBioe  Sancti  Petri  de  Mancroft  Paatoris  Anno  Dom.  1657." 
Marfcs,  (I)  H.  Or.,  a  bell  (?)  below  in  shape;  (2)  Norwich 
caatle  and  lion  (P) ;  (3)  letter  E  (P) 

The  Rev,  Jobu  Boatman  was  appointed  "upper"  or  "head 
miniBter  "  of  this  church  by  the  feoffees  in  1654;  and  was 
elected  to  the  assistant's  place,  and  received  the  two 
stipends. 

"  1661.  Itm.  p"*,  for  engraveing  Mr.  Boteman's  name  on 
the  piece  of  plate  hee  gave  to  the  Church  :— 000.  00.  06." 
— Churchicardeni'  Accounts. 

9.  Fl&oon.  Large;  gilt.  Arms  in  "Chippendale" 
frame ;  on  a  bend,  between  three  plates,  as  many  martlets 
(Clarke) ;  impaling  per  pale,  two  dolphins  erect,  respecting 
each  other  (Cotes.)  Creat,  a  demi  eagle,  rising.  Inscription, 
"  Ex  Dono  Richardi  Clarke  Geuerosi  Ecclesiao  Sancti  Petri 
I)e  Mancroft  nohvici.  De,  25.  1683."  Marks,  (1)  ^^a  in 
shape  (Qurney  &  Co.  2nd  mark,  entered  1739. — Crippe,  p. 
308)  1  (2)  lion  passant  in  shape ;  (3)  leopard's  head  crowned 
in  shape;  (4)  small  Roman  f  in  shape  (1741-2.)  Same 
marks  inside  the  lid.      {See  group.) 

It  appears  certain,  by  these  marks,  that  this  fine  Qagon  was 
not  made  until  1741-2.  Richard  Clarke  was  an  eminent 
apothecary  of  this  parish  :  "  fidus  minister  ot  comes  "  to  Sir 
Thomas  Browne,  Kut.,  M.D.  He  died  in  1682,  aged  52, 
and  was  buried  at  Marlingford;  as  also  was  his  wife  Susan 
(Cotes)  who  died  in  1722,  aged  93  (Blomefield,  ii.  456.) 
It  is  difficult  to  account  for  his  bequest  or  gift  not  having 
been  carried  out  until  sixtj'  years  after  his  death,  and  twenty 
years  after  the  death  of  his  wife.  The  character  of  the  coat 
of  arms  agrees  with  the  later  date ;  on  the  other  hand  there 
isthefoUowingentry  in  the  Churchmariiejis'  Accounts.  "1684. 
A  Silver  Gooch  (gotch)  given  by  Mr.  Richard  Clark, 
weig  .  .  .  641  oza."  Possibly  it  was  necessary  to  re-mako  it 
in  1741. 
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10.  Paten  or  "offering  plate"  (Blomefield.)  Large; 
gilt.  In  the  centre  IHS,  a  heart  below.  Marks,  (1)  P.  M., 
mullet  aboTe,  fleur-de-lis  below,  in  shaped  shield ;  (2) 
leopard's  head  crowned  ;  (3)  lion  passant  in  oyal  shape  ;  (4) 
small  black  letter  m  in  square  (1689-90.)     Weight,  13  oz. 

11.  Spoon.  Strainer;  large;  gilt.  Inscriptmi,  "St. 
Peter  Mancroft.  1725."  Marks,  (1)  Britannia ;  (2)  lion's 
head  erased  ;  (3)  (P  P)  S.  in  shape ;  (4)  court-hand  Q 
(1711-12.) 

12.  Cup  and  Cover.  Gilt.  Height,  1  ft.  3  in. ;  deep 
bowl,  on  stem  with  boss.  Inscnption  on  the  bowl,  "Ad 
Ghiardianos  Ecclesiae  Sancti  Petri  de  Mancroft  in  Civitate 
Norvici  ab  ^vo  in  -Svum.  Ex  dono  Isaaci  Fransham 
Generosi,  Glim  unius  Attom^  Curiae  Domini  Regis  de  Comuni 
Banco,  nati  in  Parochia  Predicta  28'*  Die  Getobris  Anno 
Domini  1660  qui  Gbiit  7®  maij  Anno  Domini  1743  et  Anno 
^tatis  83."  Marks,  (1)  capital  Roman  C  in  square  shield 
(1738-9) ;  (2)  leopard's  head  crowned ;  (3)  lion  passant ;  (4) 
Q.  H.,  an  object  below  like  a  shuttle,  in  shaped  shield.  The 
cover  is  later.  Marks,  (1)  C.  F.  in  plain  rectangle ;  (2)  lion 
passant ;  (3)  small  Roman  d  in  square  cornered  shield 
(1779-80.)     (See  group,) 

Isaac,  son  of  Robert  Fransham,  was  buried  in  the  North 
aisle  of  this  church,  with  a  mural  monument,  in  1743. 


13.  Alms  Bason.  Gilt.  IHS  with  nails,  in  rays. 
Inscription,  "st.  peter's  mancroft,  Norwich,  1753.'* 
"  Frans.  Procter,  Jno.  Dersley,  churchwardens."  Marks, 
(1)  W.  C.  in  plain  oblong ;  (2)  leopard's  head  crowned  in 
shape;  (3)  small  Roman  loiifr  f  in  shape  (1753-4) ;  (4)  lion 
passant  in  shape. 


14.     Knifr.      Gilt.       Marks  on   blade,  lion   passant   in 

square;     on   handle   (1)    I.  G.   (P) ;    (2)   lion  passant;   (3) 
flovereigii's  head,  George  III. 


XXSir.— ST.    PETER    PER    MOUNTERGATE, 

1.  Cop.  Good,  bell-ahaped  ;  circular  band  within  lines 
of  moulding  in  relief;  no  boss  in  the  stem;  partly  gilt. 
Height,  7  in, ;  diameter  of  bowl,  4\  in.  Peter  Peterson's 
work.  Inscription  on  the  bowl  in  later  style,  "  St.  Peter's 
Per  Mountegate,  Norwich."  Marks,  (I)  orb  and  cross  in 
lozenge ;  (2)  Norwich  castle  and  lion  ;  (3)  B  in  square 
(1565-6.)     Underneath  the  foot,  "  xiij""  iq'." 

In  the  Churchu-art/ens'  AccounU  of  this  parish  is  the 
following  entry,  "  1735,  July  19th.  Paid  for  marking  the 
cup,  00.  01  00."  This  is  therefore  probably  the  date  of  the 
inscription  on  the  bowl. 


2.  Spook.  An  interesting  specimen  of  a  seul-headed  spoon 
of  the  usual  shape  of  the  early  part  of  the  soventeenth 
century.  A  small  worn  crucifix  surmounts  the  seal 
head,  and  is  probably  an  older  piece  added  to  it.  In  the 
bowl  is  a  circular  stamp,  much  worn,  which  may  possibly  be 
a  rose  and  crown.  On  the  back  of  the  bowl,  in  ornamental 
framework,  is  "E.W.  1613." 

The  llev.  W.  Hudson,  Rector  of  the  parish,  suggests  that 
this  may  have  been  the  christening  spoon  of  Edward  Warnes, 
Rector  of  Lammas  and  Hautbois,  who  was  bom  in  1613,  and 
was  the  benefactor  to  this  parish  of  a.  valuable  estate.  His 
will  is  given  by  lilomefield  (iv.  98.)  He  died  27lh  December, 
1700,  aged  87,  and  was  buried  at  Thrigby.  He  provided 
that  a  prayer  for  bis  soul  should  be  placed  on  his  gravestone. 
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and  giTes  his  reaaons  and  authoritiee  from  the  earlj  Church 
for  observance  of  the  practice  (Blomefield,  it.  101.)  The 
custom  of  giving  a  christening  present  of  a  spoon  was  very 
common  at  the  time  of  his  birth;  and  it  seema  not  at  all 
unlikely  that  a  man  of  the  devout  character  apparent  by  his 
will,  would  both  dedicate  a  treaeured  piece  of  plate  to  the  use 
of  the  church  of  the  parish  he  had  endowed,  and  also  desire 
to  iuvest  it  with  some  sacredness  by  affixing  to  it  a  crucifix. 
(See  illuitraiioti.) 

3.  Paten  or  Alms  Disn.  No  foot.  In  centre,  IBS. 
Inscription  on  the  back,  "  St.  Peter's  Permounter  Gate  .  Wm. 
Townsend .  George  Durent .  Churchwardens  .  1679."     Marks, 

(1)  a  rose  sprig  in  plain  shield  ;  (2)  Norwich  castle  and  lion  ; 
(3)  crown  in  plain  shield  ;  (4)  T.  H.,  mullet  pierced  below. 
(Thomas  Havers  ;  see  under  St.  Augustine.) 

4.  Flaoos.  Insn-ipliott,  "  This  Flaggon  weighs  37 "". 
IS"""'.  Was  Purchased  by  Voluntary  Subscription  of  the 
Parishioners,  in  the  Year  1765,  John  Fair  and  Robt.  Leggctt, 
Ch.  wardens  of  St.  Peter's  per  Mountegate,  Norwich." 
Marks,  (1)  black  letter  capital  lEt  in  plain  shield  (1765-6); 

(2)  lion  passant ;   (3)  leopard's  head  crowned  ;   (4)  S.  "W.  in  . 
oblong  fiquaro. 

5.  Paten.  No  foot,  Imcription  in  centre,  "  St.  Peter's 
per  Mountegate,  Norwich,"     Marks,  same  as  on  flagon. 


PETER    SOUTHGATE. 

1.  Cup.  Small ;  wine  glass  shape,  on  stem.  Marks,  (I) 
8  shield  charged  with  three  conger  eels'  heads  erect ;  in  the 
month  of  each  across  crosalet  fitchy  (Arms  of  King's  Lynn); 
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(2)  W.  and  another  letter,  mullet  below.  A  similar  stamp 
with  the  Lynn  arms  occurs  on  a  paten  at  St.  Nicholas' 
Chapel,  Lynn. 

2.  Paten.  Cover  to  above ;  no  foot.  Marks,  (1)  S*  in 
shaped  shield ;  (2)  Norwich  castle  and  lion ;  (3)  a  rose 
crowned;  (4)  capital  D  in  shaped  shield,  small,  (probably 
1627-8.) 

This  paten,  and  the  flagon  at  St.  Gregory's,  are  the  earliest 
pieces  as  yet  noted,  on  which  the  Norwich  standard  mark  of 
a  rose  crowned  appears. 

3.  Alms  Dish.  Shaped  salver  on  three  feet  (duplicate 
at  St.  Etheldred's.)  Inscription,  "The  Gift  of  Mrs.  Eliz. 
Baist  to  St.  Pef  S«  Gate  Church,  Norwich,  1756."  Marks, 
(1)  W.  C.  in  oblong ;  (2)  small  Roman  long  f  in  shaped 
shield  (1753-4)  ;  (3)  leopard's  head  crowned  in  shaped  shield ; 
(4)  lion  passant  in  shape. 

Mrs.  Baist  gave  a  pair  of  flagons,  with  the  same  marks, 
to  the  Church  of  St.  Michael  at  Thorn. 

4.  Spoon.  Duplicate  at  St.  Etheldred's.  "  Rat-tailed." 
E.  B.  in  cipher  on  the  handle  ;  1756  on  the  tongue.  Marks, 
(1)  small  Roman  u  in  shaped  shield  (1755-6)  ;  (2)  leopard's 
head  crowned  in  shape ;  (3)  lion  passant ;  (4)  W.  G.  in 
script  capitals,  in  oblong  (William  Grundy,  as  before.) 


XXXIV.— ST.    SAVIOUR. 

1.  Cup.  Good  Elizabethan;  circular  band;  Peter 
Peterson's  work.  Marks,  (1)  Norwich  castle  and  lion  ;  (2)  A 
in  square  (1564-5)  ;  (3)  orb  and  cross  in  lozenge.  Same 
marks  on  the  foot.  This  is  the  earliest  Nortcich  piece  in  the 
city. 
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2.     Paten.     Cover  to  above;   with  foot.     Inscription  on 
the  foot — 


8 AYNTE 

SAVERS 

A«   1568. 


3.  Flagon.  Large.  Inscription,  "St.  Saviour's,  Nor- 
wich, 1737."  Marks,  (1)  T.  R.  in  lobed  shield ;  (2)  Uon 
passant  in  plain  oblong ;  (3)  capital  Roman  Y  in  plain  shield 
(1735-6) ;  (4)  leopard's  head  crowned  in  plain  shield.  Same 
marks  on  the  lid. 

4.  Alms  Dish  or  Paten.  Shaped  salver  on  three  legs. 
Inscription,  same  as  on  flagon.  Marks,  (1)  small  Roman  d 
in  plain  shield  (1736-7) ;  (2)  leopard's  head  crowned  in  plain 
shield ;  (3)  lion  passant  in  oblong ;  (4)  J.  S.  in  script  capitals 
in  oblong.  (Joseph  Sanders  (P)  entered,  December,  1730. 
— Cripps,  p.  308.) 


XXXV.— ST.    SIMON    AND    ST.    JUDE. 

1.  Cup.  Plain  circular  band  ;  Norwich  make.  Inscrip- 
tion in  dotted  letters,  "Ad  Ecliam  S'®'*  Simoni;  et  Jude, 
1634."  Marks,  (1)  capital  Roman  I  in  shaped  shield  (1632-3) ; 
(2)  Norwich  castle  and  lion  ;  (3)  a  rose  crowned ;  (4)  a  lion 
rampant  in  shaped  shield. 

2.  Paten.  Cover  to  above.  Marks,  (1)  capital  Roman  L 
in  shaped  shield  (1634-5) ;  (2)  Norwich  castle  and  lion  ;  (3) 
a  rose  crowned  ;  (4)  a  lion  rampant  in  shaped  shield. 

A  cup,  two  patens,  a  flagon,  and  three  alms  dishes, 
plated. 


XSXVI.— ST.    STEPHEN. 
1.     Oup.     Elizabethan,    bell-ahaped ;    no    circular    baud. 
Marks,  (1)  a  crosB  patt^e ;    (2)  Norwich  castle  and  lion  ;  (3) 
T)  in  square  (1567-8.) 


a.     Pair 
the  foot — 


Cover  to  above,  with  foot.      Inscription  on 


I  157Q.  I 
3,  4.  Pair  of  Flagons.  Inscription,  "  The  gniift  of 
Anthony  Mingay  to  the  Parish  of  St.  Stephens  in  Norwich, 
the  first  of  May,  1627."  Marks,  (1)  ^  in  shaped  shield. 
(He  made  much  church  plate,  e.g.,  patens  at  St.  Andrew's, 
Plymoiith  ;  also  a  tazza  belonging  to  the  Corporation  of 
Hull.)  _  (2)  leopard's  head  crowned ;  (3)  lion  pasaant  in  shape ; 
(4)  small  italic  t  in  plain  shield  (1626-7.)     Weight,  41i  oz. 

5.  Cup  anb  Cover.  Gilt ;  wine  glass  shape  on  balustre 
stem .  ImcripHon,  "  The  :  Guift :  of :  Nicholas :  Pipe  :  Draper 
:  to  :  St,  :  Steueas  :  1636."  Marks,  (1)  italic  o  in  plain 
shield  (1631-2);  (2)  lion  passant  in  shape  ;  (3)  leopard's  head 
crowned ;  (4)  R.  F.,  quatrefoil  and  pellets,  in  shaped  shield, 
a  well-known  mark. 

The  cover  has  a  ring  handle  formed  of  two  serpents 
entwined.     {See  group.) 

6.  Alms  Bason.  Inscription  on  the  back,  "Given  to 
St.  Stephen's  Church  in  Norwich,  Ano  Dorii  .  1694."  On 
the  rim,  "  He  that  gives  to  the  Poor  Lends  to  the  Lord." 
Marks,  (1)  E.  D.,  a  crown  above;  (2)  Norwich  castle  and 
lion ;  (3)  small  black  letter  6  in  plain  shield ;  (4)  a  rose,  a 
crown  above. 

There  is  no  alphabet  of  this  character  noted  by  Mr.  Cripps 
in  his  Norwich  tables. 
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back,  "  For  the  Church  of  St  Stephen  in  Norwich,  1718/' 
MarkSy  (1)  E.  A.  and  a  mullet,  in  shaped  shield  (John  Eastt, 
as  before) ;  (2)  lion's  head  erased ;  (3)  Britannia  ;  (4)  capital 
Roman  C  in  plain  shield  (1718-19.) 

8.  Spoon.  Strainer ;  recurved  handle.  Inscription,  "  J. 
H.,  Vicar,  1753."  (Rev.  James  Heath.)  Marks,  (1)  obscure ; 
(2)  G.  L. ;  (3)  obscure  ;  (4)  J.  G. 


XXXVII.— ST.  SWITHIN. 

1.  Cup.     Partly  gilt ;  bell-shaped  bowl ;  circular  band. 
Inser^Hon,   "  Hh  saynct    swithnne    anno   domini  .  1567.'* 
Marks,  (1)  B  in  square   (1565-6) ;    (2)  Norwich  castle  and 
lion ;  (3)  a  trefoil  slipped. 

2.  Paten.  Cover  to  above,  with  foot.  Inscription,  "  St. 
Swithin,  Norwich,  1721."  Marks,  (1)  E.  A.,  mullet  below,  in 
shaped  shield  (John  Eastt,  as  before) ;  (2)  lion's  head  erased  ; 
(3)  Britannia ;  (4)  capital  Roman  F  in  plain  shield  (1721-2.) 

This  piece,  and  the  following  ones,  are  examples  of  the 
Britannia  standard,  retained  after  the  restoration  of  the  old 
sterling  standard  in  June,  1720.  Both  standards  were  legal 
after  that  date. 

3.  Paten.  Large ;  with  foot.  Inscription,  "  Deo  et 
Ecdesisd  S*^  Swithini  Consecratum,  Anno  X**.  1721."  On 
the  back,  "  Ex  contributione  Ministri  Ecclesise  et  Quorundam 
Parochianorum."  Marks,  same  as  on  cover  to  cup. 
Weight,  11  oz.  Idwt. 

4.  Alms  Dish.  Inscriptions,  "Ex  contributione,"  as 
before.  On  the  rim,  "  But  to  doe  good  and  to  communicate. 
Forget  not.  Anno  X'\  1721."  Marks,  as  before.  Weight, 
20  oz.  5  dwts. 

6.  Flagon.  The  same  two  inscriptions,  same  four  marks; 
also  inside  the  lid.     Weight,  38  oz.  15  dwts. 


XXXVni.— DUTCH    CHURCH. 

The  Dutch  and  other  foreign  congregations  in  Norwich  were 
the  refugees  to  whom  an  asylum  from  persecution  waa  offered 
by  Queen  Elizabeth,  to  aid  in  restoring  the  woollen  manufac- 
tures. They  rapidly  increased,  and  were  allowed  the  use  of 
certain  vacant  churches,  and  had  a  recognised  Liturgy  of  their 
own.  (See  Blomefield's  Normch ;  Sorfolk  Tour,  ii.  1188; 
Rye's  Norfolk  Antiquarian  Miicellany,  ii.  91  ;  Burns'  HUtory 
of  Foreign  Protestant  Refugees,  1846,  p.  61.)  The  community 
still  exists,  and  occupies  the  choir  of  the  Black  Friars,  of 
which  the  Nave  is  St.  Andrew's  Hall.  A  congregation  of 
Methodists  has  the  use  of  it  now,  excepting  on  one 
Sunday  in  the  year,  when  a  sermon  is  preached  in  Duteh, 
and  at  the  same  service  again  in  English.  The  rest  of  the 
service  is  in  English, 

Cups.  Four  beaker-ahaped  vessels,  without  feet  or  stems, 
silver  gilt,  engraved  with  floral  patterns,  7  inches  high, 
apparently  the  work  of  Peter  Peterson;  but  the  orb  and 
cross  are    in   a    shaped   shield,   not  in   a    lozenge.'      The 

I  The  plate  at  Haddisooe  St.  Mar)-,  Norfolk,  of  tha  date  1568-9,  haa 
far  n  malier'a  mark  the  orb  and  cross  in  a  plain  shield,  not  a.  loEenga. 
The  description  is  aa  follows  : — Cvr.  Good  small  Elizabethan,  with  circiUar 
baud  of  Sowing  ornament.     IiucriplioH  below  the  band,  "  this,  cvff  .  f'tunB 


ilaiki,  (1)  E  iu  square  (1 568-9) ;  (2)  Norwich  castlo  and  lion ;  |3)  orb  tmd 
cross  in  plain  shield.     Paten.     Small;  no  foot.     Kamo  three  marks. 

There  are  thus  throe  varieties  of  the  orb  and  cross,  viz.,  with  a  loEenge,  a 
plain  shield,  and  a  shaped  shield,  all  of  the  date  IflG*  to  about  1674.  Peter 
Peterson  died  in  1603,  and  was  buried  July  11th,  at  St.  Andrew's,  Norwich, 
and  hia  widow  Dorotby,  May  2Sth.  1608.  Another  Peter  Peterson,  perhaps 
hia  son, was  maniod  there  in  160S,  and  buried  July  28th,  1609. 

I  have  not  met  with  the  orb  and  orosa  in  a  loeenge  accompanied  hy  any 
letter  later  than  D[1567-S.)  The  letter  E  at  Haddiflcoo  is  the  only  instance  I 
have  foQQd  in  Narwicih  plate.  Probably  the  churches  were  all  supplied  by 
thai  year  or  the  next ;  and  later  letters  would  be  found,  if  ftt  all,  on  secular 


■^-^'.^^.N^-^■-^-^x^^.-  ...- 


rrrTTrf-rrrri  I  /  I  f  r  f  /  //j/Jiif/i/fj//  r////j^fi//, 

Cfmniiiiiion    C  up. 
ItuUh  Chirrs h.Morur/th. 


four  are  exactly  alike,  and  Iiavo  an  insci-ipHon  round  the 
middle  of   each,  several  of  the  letters  being  linked  together, 

"the  gift  of  MR'   HICIIARD  DRO-WTJE   OF  HEIOHAM."       Marks, 

(1)  Norwich  castle  and  lion;  (2)  orb  and  croea  in  shaped 
shield ;   (3)  an  eagle's  head  erased. 

There  appears  to  be  no  paten,  or  other  plate,  belonging 
to  the  church.  These  are  very  interesting  cups,  being  of 
Norwich  tnafee,  but  unlike  any  other  specimens  to  be  found 
here.  Their  somewhat  secular  shape  is  usual  among  foreign 
Protestant  congregations,  and  was  probably  by  special 
direction  of  the  Dutch  Church  authorities.  Their  date  is 
likely  to  be  about  1570 — 80.  Richard  Browne,  the  donor,  was 
a  merchant  of  Norwich,  and  Sheriff  in  1595,  and  died  in  his 
year  of  office.  His  mark  ia  recorded  in  our  third  vol,,  p.  204, 
in  Mr.  W.  C.  Ewing's  Li»t  of  Noncich  Merchanla'  Marks, 
and  engraved  in  plate  vii.  28.  It  is  carved  on  one  of  the 
spandrils  of  the  entrance  door  of  the  well-known  Dolphin 
Inn  at  Heigham,  afterwards  Bishop  Hall's  residence,  with 
the  initials  R.  B.  on  the  other  spandril,  and  the  date  1587 
in  the  centre,  with  the  arms  of  BrOwne,  Sable,  three  herons 
argent ;  impaling  argent,  a  chevron  between  tliroo  bucks 
trippant  sable,  (Rogers?  or  Green  P)  What  connection  he 
hod  with  the  Dutch  congregation  docs  not  appear.  His  gift 
shows  that  he  sympathized  with  their  views,  and  probably 
frequented  their  worship.     (See  illustration.) 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Crippa  for  kindly  revising  1 
pages  and  aupplj-ing  the  names  of  several  makers. 
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^H 

^P           Cl)ronoIor[ica[  S^ist  of  ^latt  luitij  0orbjit!j  itiarks.     1 

H 

ArUdta. 

Church. 

Maker's  Marie. 

H         1564-5 

Gup  and  Paten 

St.  Saviour 

Orb  and  cross 

■         IS65-6 

Cup 

St.  Augustine 

Trefoil  slipped 

^H 

Cup 

St.  Edmund 

Orb  and  cross 

^1 

Cup 

St.  John  Timherhill 

Crowned  head 

^H 

Cup 

St.  Lawrence 

Trefoil  slipped 

^1 

Cup 

St.  Peter  per  Moimtergate 

Orb  and  cross 

^1 

Cup 

St.  Swithin 

TrefoQ  slipped   ,  . 
Orb  and  croB8-^| 

■         IS66-7 

Cup  and  Paten 

St.  Clement 

^1 

Paten 

St.  Edmund 

^1 

Cup 

St.  Helen 

^H 

Cup  and  Paten 

St.  Jamea 

Estoile' 

^1 

Cup  and  Pa  tea 

St.  John  Maddennarket 

Orb  and  cross 

^1 

Paten 

St.  John  Timherhill 

1 

Cup  and  Paten 

St.  Margaret 

Head  affronfee  & 

trefoil  slipped 
Fish 

H 

Cup  and  Paten 

St.  Martin  at  Oak 

H 

Cup  and  Paten 
Cup 

Cup  and  Paten 

St.  Michael  in  Coslany 

St.  Paul 

St.  Peter  Mancroft 

Orb  and  cross 

■ 

i 

H         1967-8 

Cup  and  Paten 

St.  Jlartin  at  Palace 

m 

H 

Cup  and  Paten 

St,  Mary  in  Coslany 
St.  Stephen 

m 

^B 

Cup  and  Paten 

Cross  patt^e     H 

■           1(168 

Cup  and  Paten 

St.  Andrew 

Orb  and  cron.^H 

■         1670-80 

Four  Cups 

Dutch  Church 

■ 

■         0. 1620  P 

Cup 

St.  Peter  Hungate 

Defaced            ■ 

■          1627-8 

Paten 

St.  Peter  Southgate 

■ 

■           1628-9 

Flagon 

St.  Gregory 

Pegasus            ^M 

■          16G2-3 

Cup 

SS.  Simon  and  Jude 

None                ■ 

■          1634-3 

Paten 

Lion  rampant  ■ 

■           1657 

Dish 

St.  Peter  Mancroft 

H.  a.  and  baU  ■ 

■         c.  1662 

Cup,  Paten, Fla- 
gon, and  Alms 
Dish 

Palace  Chapel 

A.  n.           ^ 

■          1675 P 

Paten 

St.  Peter  Hungate 

T.  n.  and  mullet 

■          1679  P 

Paten 

St.  Peter  per  Mountergate 

■        1687-8  P 

Flagons  and 
Alms  Bason 

St  Michael  at  Plea 

"   i 

^ 

Paten                 j  St.  Paul 

J 
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Data. 

Articlefl. 

Church. 

Maker's  Mark. 

1694 
1697 

Alms  Bason 
Paten 

St.  Stephen 
St.  Augustine 

E.  D.  and  crown 
T.  H.  and  mullet 

1669, 

perhaps 

older. 


Cup 


Proiails  Kottotc^,  Ihtt  onmarketi. 


All  Saints 


None 


Barnes  of  Sonors. 


The  dates  in  parentheses  are  those  of  the  marks,  when  they  do  not  agree 

with  the  dates  of  the  gift. 


Adamson,  Mary 
Atkinson,  John  . 
Baist,  Elizabeth . 


f» 


if 


9» 


a 


Blackbome,  Robert 
Boateman,  John 
Browne,  Edward     . 
Browne,  Richard     . 
Cawlltrop,  Lady 
Clarke,  Richard 
Davie,  Jehoshaphat 
De  Grey,  Anna  .     . 
Dombrain,  Rev.  J.  . 
Fransham,  Isaac 
Qardiner,  Stephen  . 
Gleane,  Sir  Peter    . 
Qoodwin,  Laurence 
Goss,  Matthew   .     • 
Greene,  John      .     . 
Gumey,  John     •    . 


St.  John  Maddermarket       .  1706 

AU  Saints,  (1701-2)  .     .     .  1708 

St.  Etheldred,  (1753-4)  .    .  1756 

St.  Michael  at  Thorn      .     .  1753 

St.  Peter  Southgate,  (1753-4)  1756 

St.  Peter  Mancroft     .     .     .  1612 

„  „  •      •      •  lOOf 

St.  John  Sepulchre     .     .     .  1795-6 

Dutch  Church c.  1570-80 

St.  Martin  at  Palace  .     .    .  1567-8 

St.  Peter  Mancroft,  (1741-2)  1683 

AU  Saints 1669 

Cathedral 1660-1 

St.  Benedict 1866 

St.  Peter  Mancroft     .     .     .  1738-9 

St.  George  Tombland     .     .  1751 

St.  Peter  Mancroft,  (1625-6)  1633 

St.  Andrew 1704 

St.  ]?eter  Hungate,  (1734-5)  1779 

St.  George  Colegate   .     .     .  c.  1720 

St.  Giles 1869 

I  2 


fl 


Gumey,  Rev.  J.  J. 

Hansell  Family  .     .  . 

Harris,  Rev.  S.  B.  .  . 

Havers,  Thomas      .  . 


»> 


»» 


Heath,  Rev.  J.    .    .     . 
Helwys,  Sarah    .    •     . 
Johnson,  William   .     . 
Lane,  Thomas  and  Mary 
Laurence,  John  .     .     . 

Medley  Family  .     .    . 

Mingay,  Anthony   .     . 
Minister  and  Parishioners 
Norwich,  City  of     .     . 

Parishioners  .    •     •     . 

Pipe,  Nicholas  .  •  • 
Press,  John  .... 
Remington,  Alderman 
Rhodes,  Barbara  •  . 
Salter,  Elizabeth  .  . 
Snell,  Robert  .  .  . 
Suckling,  Dean  .  .  . 
Sufyld,  Cecily  .  .  . 
Titlow,  Rev.  S.  .  .  . 
Trappett,  Benjamin     . 


w 


>> 


•  •         • 


Ward,  Maria 
Wames,  Edward     .     . 
Witherick^  Peter    .     . 
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St.  John  Sepulchre    .     .    .  1880 

Cathedral •<  ^ggi 

St.  Martin  at  Palace  .    .     .  1865 

St.  Augustine 1697 

St.  Michael  at  Plea    .     .     .  1694 

St.  Stephen 1763 

Cathedral 1743 

St.  Etheldred 1612-13 

St  Peter  Hungate     .     .     .  c.  1620 

All  Saints 1754 

Cathedral I  ^g^r 

St  Stephen 1627 

St  Swithin 1721 

Cathedral 1666-6 

St  Mary  in  the  Marsh    .     .  I  -looc^ 

St  Stephen,  (1631-2)     .     .  1636 

St  Helen 1769 

St.  Andrew 1697-8 

Cathedral,  (1707-8)    .     .     .  1668 

St  Andrew.  (1670-1)     .     .  1680 

St  Giles 1738 

Cathedral 1616 

St  Clement 1566-7 

St  John  Timberhill  .     .     .  1871 

St  Margaret 1763 

St  Julian 1766 

St  Gregory 1628 

St  Peter  per  Mountergate  .  1613 

St  Peter  Mancroft    .     .    .  1635 


Some  Jittount  of  t&e  ^mmi  fiistntE  mti  f  opcgrap|]| 
of  Ifet  ^ijoiuing  district. 


THE  REV.  W.  HUDSON.  M,A., 


The  Stone  Bridge,  which  ia  the  central  subject  of  this 
paper,  is  a  curious  Burvivul  of  antiquity  in  the  very  midat 
of  modem  progress.  The  road-maker  and  builder  have 
advanced  to  w ithio  a  few  yards  of  the  spot ;  but,  by  good 
fortune  rather  than  design,  have  hitherto  left  it  untouched. 

Of  the  hundreds  who  in  the  course  of  a  year  make  their 
way  from  Prince  of  Wales'  Road  by  St.  Faith's  Lane 
into  the  Lower  Close,  probably  nearly  all  could  at  once  call 
to  mind  the  old  wall  which  skirts  the  road  on  their  left ;  but 
scarcely  one,  perhaps,  is  aware  that  if  he  keeps  close  to  the 
wall,  at  a  point  not  far  from  where  the  wall  bends  round 
towards  the  open  space  called  the  Horse  Fair,  the  ground  is 
hollow  under  his  feet,  and  he  is  in  fact  crossing  over  a  bridge 
which  once  spanned  a  dyke  that  here  passed  under  the  road. 


In  (his  old  wall  is  a  doorway,  on  entering  which  the  visitor 
fituU  liimaelE  in  a  small  plantation  now  the  property  of  F.  J. 
Underwood,  Esq.,  the  proprietor  of  the  adjoining  vinegar 
works,  but  formerly  the  end  of  a  large  piece  of  meadow  or 
garden  attached  to  the  house  in  St.  Faith's  Lano  now  used 
as  the  Boys'  Home.  This  piece  was  cut  off  from  the  rest  by 
the  formation  of  Cathedral  Street  North.  The  enclosure  may 
be  described  as  an  irregular  triangle,  one  side  formed  by  the 
backs  of  the  houses  in  Cathedral  Street,  another  rather 
curved  by  the  old  wall  as  it  skirts  the  road,  the  third  by  the 
same  wall  which,  instead  of  continuing  along  St.  Faith's 
Lane  to  Prince  of  Wales'  Road,  takes  a  sharp  turn  at 
right  angles  to  the  lane. 

The  bridge  at  once  attracts  attention  almost  in  the  middle 
of  the  curved  side,  and  being  blocked  up  at  the  back  has 
the  appearance  of  a  great  cave  hollowed  out  under  the  wall 
at  a  depression  of  several  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  sur- 
rounding ground.  It  is  marked  as  "The  Stone  Bridge"  in 
King's  Map  of  Norwich,  published  in  1766.  The  following 
is  a  probable  account  of  its  origin  and  purpose : — 

The  old  wall  under  which  the  bridge  is  made  was  origi- 
nally the  boundary  wall  of  the  Precincts  of  the  Grey 
Friars,  in  speaking  of  whom  Blomefield'  says,  "  Roger 
Virley  licensed  them  to  carry  and  re-carry  their  goods 
through  a  creke  of  his  to  their  site,  which  was  confirmed 
by  Elizabeth  Elmham,  widow  of  Sir  John  Ingaldeathorp, 
Knt.,  in  1404,  and  by  Thos.  Skipwith,  Esq,,  in  1464, 
with  license  for  the  Warden  to  fish  in  that  creke  to  the 
Stone-bridge."  Besides  containing  some  inaccuracies  in 
the  names,  this  statement  would  seem,  to  imply  that 
the  stone  bridge  is  mentioned  in  Mr.  Skipwith's  deed- 
Such,  however,  is  not  the  case,  as  may  be  seen  by 
referring  to    Eirkpatrick'e   History  of  the  Religious    Orders 
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■  VoL  ii.  p.  lOS;    Miller,  1800. 


in  Korwkh,  p.  115,  where  a  full  account  of  these  grants  is 
given. 

It  appears  that  "  Eoger  Verly,  citizen  of  Norwich, 
granted  to  the  warden  and  convent  of  the  Order  of  the 
Friars  Minora,  in  the  City  of  Norwich,  a  certain  easement 
of  carrj'ing  and  re-carryiug  com  and  other  victuals,  and  also 
other  their  goods  and  chattels,  by  a  certain  ditch  of  water  of 
the  same  Roger  in  Norwich,  in  Nether  Conesforde  ;  which 
said  ditch  extends  itself  from  the  king's  river  towards  the 
east,  unto  the  king's  way  towards  the  west."  No  dote  is 
assigned  to  Roger  Verly'a  grant ;  but  he  could  hardly  be 
other  than  the  citizen  of  that  name  who  was  five  times  bailiff 
between  1335  and  1344.= 

This  grant  was  ratified  and  confirmed  on  the  Tuesday  after 
the  feast  of  Gregory  the  Pope,  in  the  sixth  year  of  King 
Henry  VI.  (1404),  by  Elizabeth  Elmham,*  widow,  John 
Ingaldeathorp,  Knt.,  John  Carbonel,  Esq.,  and  seven  others, 
and  leave  was  added  for  the  friars  to  "  fish  freely  in  the 
aforesaid  ditch." 

Finally,  the  grant  was  once  more  confirmed  in  1464,  by 
William  Skipwith,  Esq.,  then  the  sole  owner  of  the  ditch 
and  the  adjoining  property.  He  describes  the  sito  as 
being  "  in  the  parish  of  St,  Vedast,"  and  gives  leave  to 
use  eight  feet  of  land  on  either  side  for  the  purpose  of 
fishing. 

After  recording  this  grant,  Kirkpatrick^  adds  tho 
following    note;     "This   was    the   creek    over   which    the 

•  A  Roger  Terly  is  ineDtioned  bb  a  feoETee  for  "lands  and  toDBinenla  i« 
Iforitirh"  in  3rd  Edward  III.  {ISSOj.-Rye'B  MalerUti  for  a  Sittery  o/  lit 
Eundred  b/ It'orih  Erpingham,  p.  32. 

'  Elizabeth  Elmharo  whs  widow  o(  Sir  William  Elmham  of  Weathorpu, 
Suffolk.  He  died  in  U03,  learing  his  widow  his  eiecutrii,  in  conjunction 
with  Sir  John  Ingalcleathorpe.  She  was  not  "  widow  of  Sir  John  Ingaldos- 
tborpe,"  HH  atated  in  BlomoGold,  no  doubt  originally  by  a  clerical  error. 
The  nuinor  was  oftorwiirdB  in  poaaesaion  of  Thomas  Deaufort,  Duke  of 
Eiet«r. 

•  Page  IIB. 


Stone  Bridge  lies  in  St.  Vediist's  Lane,  near  to  tlie  place 
where  the  horse-fair  ia  kept."^ 

TliB  creek  ran  flcroas  the  meadow  behind  Messrs.  Hills 
and  Underwood's  works,  in  the  direction  marked  by  a  line 
of  treea.  It  ia  shewn  in  King's  Mnp.  It  was  an  open  dyke 
within  the  memory  of  persons  still  living ;  and  a  portion 
of  it  was  uncovered  at  the  time  of  Millard's  Map  of  1834. 

The  Greyfriars  would  no  doubt  have  been  glad  to  extend 
their  possessions  as  far  as  the  river,  as  the  Austin  Friars 
succeeded  in  doing  a  little  further  to  the  south.  But,  either 
Roger  Verly,  or  those  who  preceded  him,  would  not  part 
with  the  land,  or  more  probably  they  found  their  further 
approach  to  the  river  burred  by  the  "  King's  Way,"  or  street 
of  "Nether  Conisford"  (now  St.  Faith's  Lane)  which  was 
then  probably  a  more  important  thoroughfare  than  it  become 
in  after  years.  How  the  lane  had  previously  crossed  the 
creek,  whether  by  a  bridge  or  by  a  ford,  it  ia  impossible 
to  say.  The  present  bridge  must  certainly  have  been  the 
work  of  the  Grej-friars  when  they  built  their  wall,  for  the 
wall  and  the  bridge  are  evidently  of  one  construction,  the 
face  of  the  arch  being  flush  with  the  wall  which  is  built 
on  it. 

In  assigning  a  date  for  the  work,  it  nsay  be  assumed 
from  the  considerable  dimensions  of  the  bridge,  that  the 
grant  to  use  the  creek  had  first  been  obtained.  This  would 
harmonize  with  the  time  when  the  wall  would  be  built.  The 
latest  date  mentioned  by  Kirkpatrick  for  the  acquisition  of 
any  of  the  Greyfriars'  property  is  1294.  Blomefiold 
mentions  an  enlargement  of  their  site  in  1299,  which  was 
confirmed  in  1330.* 

*  The  name  ot  "  the  Bone  Fair"  ii  ttill  giren  to  tho  triangular  apaae 
□utdds  tbe  pBsaags  iiit«  tho  Close.  Kirkpatrick  vritea  at  (hoiigh  the  fur 
were  held  in  Ma  lime.    The  meado-ns  were  Lheii  open  from  tbo  laoe  to  the 

•  An  enlargement  mentioned  by  Blomefield  in  13*5,  reaUy  took  place  in 
129!  [20th  Edward  I.)-See  Kirkpatrick,  Brligkiu  Ordtri,  p.  110. 


We  may  therefore  conclude  that,  soon  after  that  date, 
leaTe  to  use  the  creek  was  obtained,  and  the  bridge  was 
built. 

The  bridge  has  a  apan  of  no  less  than  15  feet  It  is 
now  blocked  up  at  the  hack  hy  a  etone  wall  built  to 
support  the  road,  for  which  purpose  there  are  also  two  beams 
of  wood  let  into  the  road,  which  is  wider  by  several  feet 
ihan  the  bridge.  The  thickness  of  the  wall  being  about 
3  feet,  the  bridge  extends  (to  its  apparent  termination) 
10  feet  under  the  road ;  this  would  be  the  width  of  the  road 
at  the  time  the  bridge  was  built.  The  wall  inside  the  plan- 
tation is  9i  feet  above  the  apex  of  the  arch  ;  and  7^  feet 
above  the  roadway  outside,  making  the  roadway  2  feet  above 
the  bridge.  Inside  the  bridge  and  low  down  on  either 
side  are  some  small  niches  of  an  arched  shape,  apparently 
intended  for  the  reception  of  woodeu  bars,  to  answer  perhaps 
the  same  purpose  of  obstruction  as  the  boom  across  the 
river. 

The  bridge  is  not  the  only  object  of  interest  in  the 
plantation, 

About  10  feet  south  of  the  bridge  is  a  recess  in  the  wall, 
about  18  feet  wide,  distinguished  by  a  double  row  of 
earthenware  jars  embedded  in  the  wall,  with  thoir  mouths 
outwards.  The  upper  row  contains  five,  the  lower  tljree, 
with  a  small  locker  or  cupboard  at  cither  end.  It  i^  reason- 
able  to  suppose  that  this  was  the  inside  of  some  building, 
which,  from  its  position,  might  well  have  been  a  porter's 
lodge.  There  are  however  no  visible  indications  of  any  such 
building  having  been  attached  to  the  wall,  nor  has  a  search 
along  the  wall  below  the  surface  of  the  ground  been 
rewarded  with  the  discovery  of  the  side  walls  of  any 
building.  At  the  northern  end  of  the  recess  is  a  doorway, 
now  closed  up  with  modern  bricks.  This  was  certainly  an 
ancient  entrance  into  the  Grej'friars'  enclosure,  if  not  into  a 
house.     In   the  lane  outside  are  still  remaining  the   stone 


jambs.'  The  wooden  lintel,  wtiph  has  at  some  time  given 
way  under  the  weight  of  the  superincumbent  masonry,  is  still 
traceable  both  inside  and  outside.  The  stone  threshold  is  also 
to  bo  seen  a  little  below  the  surface  on  the  inside,  and  its 
northern  end  rests  on  a  very  large  foundation  stone,  which 
evidently  played  an  important  part  in  the  construction  of  this 
part  of  the  wall  or  perhaps  of  tho  bridge.  This  was  doubtless 
the  exit  used  by  the  friars  when  they  exercised  their  right 
of  fishing  in  the  dyke  from  the  bank  on  either  side.  The 
road  was  then  3  feet  lower  than  at  present,  and  this 
would  also  be  tLe  measure  of  tho  ascent  from  the  doorway  to 
the  crown  of  the  bridge,  a  distance  of  about  18  feet. 

This  plantation  also  furnishes  us  with  a  clear  piece  of 
evidence  for  the  determination  of  the  course  of  the  Grey- 
friars'  boundary.  Their  wall  may  still  be  traced  for  nearly 
half  its  circuit.  It  begins  in  King  Street,  north  of  Mr. 
Lowe's  School,  and  goes  straight  to  St.  Faith's  Lane.  It 
then  skirts  the  lane  in  its  zig-zag  course  till  it  comes  to  this 
enclosure.  At  the  southern  end  of  the  enclosure  it  leaves 
the  lane  and  strikes  off,  at  right  angles,  to  the  east,  forming 
one  aide  of  the  plantation,  and  it  terminates  as  it  is  bending 
Blightly  southwards,  as  if  about  to  cross  Prince  of  Wales' 
Soad.  It  must  have  crossed  the  line  of  that  road  further  up 
on  the  other  side  of  Cathedral  Street  North,  for  the  object 
of  this  divergence  from  St  Faith's  Lane  was  to  avoid  St. 
Vedast's  Church  and  Churchyard,  which  never  came  into 
their  possession.  This  churchyard  occupied  the  site  of 
Capon's  stableyard  and  the  greatest  part  of  Cathedral  Street 
South,  as  far  as  about  the  middle  of  Prince  of  "Wales' 
Boad.  Tho  church  stood  at  the  back  of  the  stableyard, 
in  the  angle  formed  by  these  two  streets.  After  skirting 
St.  Vedast's  churchyard,  tho  Grey  friars'  wall  (here  en- 
tirely destroyed),  proceeded  to  Rose  Lane,  including  Cook's 

'  This  obsBrvation  is  due  to  J.  Giinn,  Esq.,  -who  has  tnken  a  great 
interest  in  the  investigatian  of  tlie  bridge  and  ila  Bmrotuiiliagfs. 


Hospital,  which  was  built  on  their  ground.     It  then  went 
up  Eoee  Lane  as  far  as  King  Sireet,  the  line  of  which  it 

followed  to  the  poiiit  where  we  started. 

Mr.  Skipwith,  who  finally  confirmed  the  grant  to  the 
Greyfriars  in  1464,  lived  in  a  house  which,  with  its  but- 
rounding  grounds,  was  called  after  him  Skipwith's  Place. 
His  property  lay '  "  in  the  parish  of  St.  Vedast,  in  the 
street  It'i'co^  of  Nether  Conesforde,  and  abutted  on  the 
king's  way  towards  tho  west,  and  on  the  king's  river  [ripam] 
called  "Wenson  towards  the  east."  Towards  the  north  it 
included  the  dyke  which  passed  under  the  stone  bridge,  but 
did  not,  I  think,  extend  so  far  as  the  cathedral  priory  walL' 
Southwards,  according  to  the  description  in  a  lease  of  1737, 
quoted  by  the  Charity  Commissioners,'  it  abutted  on  land 
on  which  was  aftcrwarda  made  the  road  leading  to  the 
Foundry  Bridge.*  It  thus  occupied  an  area  of  four  or 
five  acres,  nearly  corresponding  to  the  ground  at  present 
in  possession  of  Messrs.  Hills  and  Underwood,  excluding 
a  atrip  of  ground  under  the  cathedral  wall  on  the  north, 
and  including  the  lower  part  of  Prince  of  Wales'  Eoad 
on  the  eouth. 

"Where  the  house  stood  ia  uncertain.  It  could  hardly  have 
been  far  to  the  south  of  the  house  in  St.  Faith's  Lane 
belonging  to  the  Vinegar  Works,  and  now  occupied  by  Mr. 
Sutton.^    The  Great  Hospital  lease  of  this  property  to  James 

*  Sril.  Mui.  Add.   Charier,  No.  14792. 

*  The  ground  iromediatelj  undur  the  cathedral  wall  ia  that  called  "  Osyar 
Yard  "  in  Iho  Great  DoBpital  Charter,  and  U  distinguished  IrDm  Skipwith'B 
Place,  as  being  in  the  occupation  of  a  different  tenant. 

>   Further  Xrport,  p.  510, 

*  That  is,  tho  coQtiiiiiation  of  Rose  Lone  from  Bt.  Faith's  Lana  to  the 
Foundry  Bridge. 

*  The  deed  referred  to  above,  which  relate*  to  this  property  after  Mr. 
Stipwith's  death,  recites  ita  convejanco  hy  him  to  feoffees  in  two  portions, 
one  to  the  south  of  the  other,  A  "  meaauago  with  huildings  and  gardens  " 
ia  mentioned  aa  comprised  in  the  southern  portion.  The  garden  lay  to  lbs 
aoulb  of  Ihe  bouse. 


Poole  in  1777,  gives  the  Iossgc  permission  to  "  tate  dowsV 
the  messuage  then  standing,"  or  binds  him  to  keep  "the^ 
old  buildings"  in  repair,  if  not  pulled  down. 

Before  Mr.  Skipwith'a  time,  the  house,  eays  Blomefiold,  | 
had  been  "the  City  House  of  the  Duke  of  Exeter,*  of  Sir" 
William  Elmham,  Knt.,  Sir  John  Carbonel,  Knt.,  after  that 
of   the    family   of   tho    Morleys,    and    then   of   the   Lord 
Bardolph."      Of  this  list  of   apparently  successive  owners 
only  one   can   certainly   be   identified    with   the   property, 
Sir   William    Elmham,    whoae    widow   confirmed    tho   use 
of    the    dyke    to    the    Greyfriars    in    1404.      She  died  at 
her   husband's  manor   of   Westhorpc   in   Suffolk   in  1419.  I 
Sir  William  Elmham   himself  died  in  1403.     If  the  Duke.  ■ 
of   Exeter  preceded  him,   it  must  have  been  the  first  of 
the   four  who  held    the  title,   viz.,  John  Holland,    son   of 
Sir  Thomas  Holland  and  Joan  Plantagenet  the  Fair  Maid  of 
Kent,  who,  afterwards  marrying  the  Black  Prince,  became 
the  mother  of  Richard  II.,  to  whom  therefore  the  duke  was 
half-brother.     He  was  beheaded  in  1400,     But  while  there 
is  nothing  to  connect  him  with  Norwich  or  Norfolk,  there  it  a 
evidence  that  the  second  holder  of  the  title,  Thomas  Beaufort  ■ 
was  not  only  possessed  of  property  both  in  the  county  and 
the  city,  but  was  aLso  connected  with  all  tho  four  owners 
mentioned  in  Blomefield's  list.     Thomas  Beaufort  was  son  of 
John  of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancaster,  and  Catherine  Swinford, 
On  the  attainder   of  Thomas,  Lord  Bardolf,  in    1408,    he 
received  from  his  half-brother,  King  Henry  IV.,  a  grant  of 
the  forfeited  Honour  of  Wormegay,  with  all  the  property  of 
the    Bardolf   family    in    West    Norfolk.       He    was    created 
Duke  of  Exeter  in  1416,  and  died  in  1426.     In  his  will* 
ho   constitutes,    with   others,  William   I'bilip,  Knight,  and 
William  Morley,  "my  treasurer,"  his  executors.      Ho  speaks 

*  It  is  BO  marked  in  Taylor's  plan  of  Norwich  in  the  Index  Me 

•  Nicholas'  TtilamcHla  rtiutia,  i.  2DT,  SIO,  ail;  Nichols'  CoUtctian 
mtU,  p.  260. 
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of  his  manor  of  Westhorp  atte  Marshall  at  Westhorpe  in 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  the  reversion  of  his  messua^s, 
lands,  &c„  in  the  city  of  Norwich.  He  wills  that  William 
Morley  should  have  for  his  life  all  hia  tenements  within 
the  city  of  Norwich,  and  leaves  a  doublet  to  Richard 
Carbonel,  Knight,  and  a  cup  to  William  Philip,  Knight. 
Thus  it  appears,  that  besides  having  property  in  Norwich, 
he  was  in  possession  of  Sir  William  Elmham's  manor  of 
Westhorp,  and  was  bound  by  ties  of  friendship  or  service 
with  Richard,  son  of  Sir  John  Carbonel ;  with  one  of  the 
Morley  family,  and  especially  with  Sir  William  Phelip,  the 
Lord  Bardolf  of  Blomefield.  We  can  hardly  doubt  that 
he  was  the  Duke  of  Exeter  who  owned  Skipwith's  Place, 
though  it  may  be  questioned  whether  he  ever  occupied  it. 
Perhaps  Blomefield's  list  of  occupiers  after  Sir  William 
Elmham  may  be  explained  as  follows ; — Sir  John  Carbonel 
was  one  of  the  feoffees  who  signed  the  grant  to  the  Grey- 
friars  in  conjunction  with  Elizabeth  Elmham,  and  in  that 
capacity  ho  may  have  acted  as  owner  of  the  house,  or  even 
occupied  it.  The  Duke  of  Exeter  then  coming  into  possession 
of  it  granted  it  to  hia  treasurer,  William  Morley,  and 
finally  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  Sir  William  Phelip 
of  Dennington  in  Suffolk,  who,  having  married  Joan, 
daughter  of  Thomas,  Lord  Bardolf,  and  being  a  favourite  at 
court,  bad  the  title  and  all  the  property  of  the  BardoLfa 
restored  to  him.  He  died  in  1441,  and  probably  did  not 
occupy  thia  place,  for  he  inherited  also  from  his  uncle.  Sir 
Thomas  Erpingham,  another  similar  place  called  Bemey'a 
Place  in  St.  Martin  at  Palace,  which  waa  sold  by  hie  widow 
in  1448. 

Mr.  Skipwith,  from  whom  the  place  derived  its  name,  waa 
Burgess  or  Member  for  the  city  of  Norwich  in  1462,  and 
was,  as  we  have  seen,  possessor  of  the  pr(»perty  in  1464. 
From  tho  place  having  received  his  name,  we  may  conclude 
that  be  long  resided  here.     He  was  also  lord  of  the  manor  of 
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Fordham  near  DowTiham  Market,  where  his  family  continued 
for  several  generations. 

Either  at  his  death  in  1480  or  not  very  long  after,  Sbip- 
with's  Pliice  must  have  passed  into  the  possession  of  St.  Giles' 
Hospital.  When  that  hospital  was  dissolved  and  re-founded 
by  King  Edward  VI.  under  the  title  of  St.  Helen's  Hospital, 
Skipwith's  Place  was  transferred  under  this  name  to  the  new 
foundation.  The  Vinegar  Works  were  first  estahlished  on  it 
about  1760,  by  James  Poole,  Esq,,  Mayor,  and  the  freehold 
has  now  been  purchased  by  Messrs.  Hills  and  Underwood. 

The  following  description  of  Skipwith's  Place,  taken  from 
the  original  Charter  of  the  Great  Hospital  in  1547,  contains 
many  points  of  interest ; — "  and  also  that  whole  messuage  and 
one  place  {placeam)  of  ground  called  Skipwithe's  Place  as  it 
lies  within  the  Mote  {intra  !e  Mote) ;  one  piece  of  pasture  lying 
on  the  west  side  of  the  said  Messuage,. . , ,  and  one  garden 
lying  on  the  south  side  of  the  said  Messuage,  and  one  pond 
{stagnnm)  in  the  middle  of  the  said  garden,  and  one  sluice 
{uiium  le  sluce)  running  to  the  same  pond,  and  all  the  fishings 
and  fishing-rights  in  the  same  waters,  and  the  aforesaid 
Messuage  belonging,  that  is  to  say  in  the  Mote,  and 
Estldrke  and  Southkirkc,  commonly  called  Est  Crick  and 
South  Crick,  witli  all  and  singular  their  appurtenances  lying 
and  being  in  the  parish  of  St.  Vedastus  within  our  City  of 
Norwich,  now  or  late  in  the  tenure  or  occupation  of  Thomas 
Burman."  This  description  furnishes  evidence  of  the  abun- 
dance of  water  and  watercourses  in  this  locality.  Its  most 
interesting  feature  is  the  names  given  to  certain  spots 
included  in  Skipwith's  Place.  For  these  names  the  Charity 
Commissioners,^  professing  to  quote  from  the  letters  patent, 
substitute  "  and  the  east  and  south  creek."  Evidently, 
however,  these  words  do  not  describe  things  then  existing  ; 
but  are  old  place-names,  the  original  significance  of 
which  had  long  been  lost.  The  common  pronunciation 
•  Report,  p.  4S4. 


of  them  ia  certainly  preferable.^  Batt  kirk  or  church 
might  have  a  meaning  there  in  reference  to  St.  Vedaat's 
Church,  but  Sonlh  kirk  could  not.  On  the  other  hand, 
crick  is  the  old  Saxon  or  Danish  fonn  of  creek,  and  these 
names  may  well  be  thought  to  have  preserved  the  memory 
of  two  inlets  or  coves,  so  named  by  the  first  settlers  on  this 
e^wt.  There  is  other  evidence  that  the  river  bank  in  this 
immediate  locality  was  unsettled  until  qiute  recently. 
Between  the  dyke  and  the  cathedral  wall  was  an  island  ^ 
called  the  Swan  Bank,  and  just  here  several  pieces  of  hind 
are  said  by  Blomefield  to  have  been  gained  from  the  river. 

It  is  possible  that  in  these  inlets  and  coves,  bo  suitable  for 
landing  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  we  may  find  a 
clue  to  the  name  "Conesford"  belonging  to  this  district. 
The  "  ford"  must  have  been  a  passage  by  boat,'  and  not  on 
foot,  and  was  most  likely  in  this  locality,  since  these 
meadows  were  at  a  very  early  time  olosely  connected  with 
the  opposite  manor  of  Thorpe. 

At  all  events,  at  an  early  period  in  the  history  of  the  city 
there  was  in  this  locality  a  well-known  staithe,  and  perhaps 
there  were  two.  One  was  LovcU's  Staitho,  the  other  is  called 
Eushmere  or  Bustlin  Staithe  by  Blomefield,  who  states  that 
Sir  Thomas  Roscelyn  built  a  house  near  it  in  Edward  Il.'a 
time,  and  describes  the  situation  as  being  "  on  the  north  side 
of  Skipwith's  Place,"  that  is,  in  St.  Faith's  Lane,  near  the 
cathedral  wall.  The  author  of  the  MS.  additions  to  Cleer's 
Map  of  Norwich  in  the  Norwich  Museum  ("traditionally  said 
to  be  Kirkpatriek),  has  written  on  the  river  bank  in  this 
position,  "Roscelyn  Staithe,  called  corruptly  Russhworth 
Staithe,"    perhaps    supposing    Russhworth    and   the  other 

•  Further  on  in  tho  Charter  i  woll-known  street  is  doatribod  lu  "  Bred 
Street  alias  Bear  Street."  In  this  case  the  popular  proaunciatioii  of  "  Burgh  " 
Street,  which  ha«  sitrrired  to  the  present  daf,  vas  for  moro  correct  than  the 
apelling  o(  those  vho  fmmed  tho  charter. 

'  BlomoSeld.  ii,  lOQ  ;  Charity  CommiBBionen'  Report,  630. 

'  Seo  Tttj-lor"B  If'otdi  tnii  Ftura,  p.  187. 


eimilar  namoa  to  be   corruptions  of   "  RoBcelyn."     He  has 

first  placed  "  Lovell's  Staitbe "  by  Sandling'a  Ferry,'  but 
baa  afterwards  erased  it  and  written  it  in  between  the 
two  lines  just  quoted  relating  to  Roscelyn  Staithe.  All 
■which  shews  that  he  had  no  meana  of  identifying  the 
position  of  Lovell's  Staitho,  and  thought  it  might  be  the 
same  as  Boaceljii'a  Staithe.  The  reason  why  Lovell's  Staithe 
ia  placed  just  outside  the  wall  of  the  Cathedral  Precincts  ia 
that  it  defined  the  southern  limit  of  the  Prior's  Fee '  along 
the  river  bank,  and  it  is  assumed  that  the  boundary  of  the 
fee  coincided  with  the  line  of  the  wall  as  far  at  least  as 
the  first  bend  after  the  Horse  Fair.  But  it  is  obvious  to 
remark  that  in  that  case  the  wall  would  naturally  have  been 
used  to  define  the  boundary,  as  it  is  ao  used  in  one  of  the 
descriptions.  Though  the  esiating  descriptions  clearly  mark 
the  point  whcro  the  boundary  entered  King  Street  at  Newgate 
Lane,  they  give  no  clue  to  determine  where  it  left  the  river 
at  Lovell's  Staithe.  Blomefield  seems  to  assign  quite  a 
difi'erent  position  to  Lovell's  Staithe,  for  in  speaking  of  St. 
Vedast's  parish"  he  says,  "  The  fee  of  the  Prior  of 
Norwich  extended  over  this  whole  parish  to  Lovell's  Staithe, 
which  is  at  its  extremity,*  and  took  its  name  from  Itoger 


>  naiTod,  is  Norfolk  Archaology,  ii.,  p.  6  (noto]  aa.y»  Larell's  Staithe  -waa 
"  li4joiiui>g  south  to  Bandlingfa  Ferry."  Ho  must  mean  just  Dutaide  the 
wall  ol  the  Close,  for  the  staithe  would  hardly  be  inaido  tho  monaAti^ 
precincts.  There  waa  a  lane  leading  from  it  to  the  street  of  Nether 
Couiafoid. 

'  Two  deacripttone,  very  omikr  to  each  other,  of  tho  limita  of  the  Prior'i 
Fee  will  bo  round  in  Hscrod's  CattUt  and  Commit,  p.  25,  and  is  Norfolk 
Arehitology,  ii.  p.  6. 

■  Blomefiold,  ii.  p.  106. 

'  St.  Vedaafa  parish  must  have  extended  along  the  river  for  some  disl 
At  tho  time  of  the  isane  of  the  Great  Hospital  Charter  (1517)  no  lesi  than 
nine  aepotsta  holdings  of  property  are  spocifled  as  being  in  St.  Vedast's 
pariah.  From  tho  Charity  CommiBsionera'  Report  it  apptiors  that,  in 
opinion,  all  tho  property  of  tho  Groat  Hospital  in  that  patiiJi  (with  tho 
exeepttoa  of  one  tt^nemont  purchaaed  in  1 G 1 7)  was  part  of  the  original  grant 


Lnvell,  its  owner  in  1249."  This  would  place  the  staithe 
considerably  lower  down  the  river. 

The  eiiatence  of  this  staithe,  perhaps  even  of  these  two 
etaithes,  at  bo  early  a  period  indicates  thut  in  those  days  this 
locality  was  the  seat  of  a  good  deal  of  commercial  activity, 
and  probably,  therefore,  of  a  busy  population.  This  is  con- 
firmed by  the  fact  of  two  of  the  great  orders  of  friars  having 
settled  here,  for  they  sought  their  spheres  of  labour,  not  in 
lonely  spots,  like  the  monks,  but  in  populous  quarters 
of  large  towns.  Moreover,  in  the  Norman  period  there 
were  in  the  district  under  review  four  parochial  ehui-ches, 
St.  Vedaat,  St.  John  the  Evangelist  (enclosed  by  the  Grey- 
friars),  St,  Michael- in -Conis ford  (enclosed  by  the  Austin 
Friars),  and  St.  Peter  Permountergate,  to  which  the  other 
three  were  finally  united. 

This  evidence  of  an  early  activity  is  still  further 
strengthened  by  a  consideration  of  the  natural  character 
of  the  locality. 

The  district  through  which  the  dyke  passed  is  spoken  of 

of  Edward  YI.  A  map  ehonlng  tho  property  of  tho  Groat  HoBpital  anil 
other  TtoatB  was  prepared  by  Mr.  MiUsrd  in  1827,  and  is  now  in  poBsession 
of  Ht.  Millard  of  Princo  of  Walee'  Itoad.  From  that  map  (which  is  copied 
BO  far  as  relates  to  St.  Vodoat's  parish  in  tha  plan  accompanying  this  paper]  it 
will  be  aeon  that  the  Great  Hospital  poascsaed  the  whole  river  bank,  from 
the  cathedral  wall  to  tho  Austin  Friars,  near  St.  Ann's  Staitho,  eicept  one 
piece  of  freehold  now  held  by  Mr.  Hotblack,  The  piece  between  St. 
Faith's  Lane  and  Kose  Lane  was  almost  certainly  in  St,  Peter  Pcrmounter- 
gftte,  for  Seaman's  and  Peterson's  estates  adjoining  were  partly  in  one  of 
tllese  parishes  and  partly  in  tho  other.  This  leaves  only  one  piece  of  property 
(via.,  the  one  between  St.  Vcdast's  Cbuichyard  and  St,  Faith's  Lane)  besides 
thoee  on  the  river  side,  to  make  up  the  cine  described  in  the  charter.  It 
follows,  therefore,  that  nearly  all  the  nine  holdings  wore  hy  the  river  side, 
and  since  they  were  all  in  St.  Yedast's  parish,  if  Lovell's  Staithe  were  at  the 
tonthem  extremity  of  thnt  pariah,  it  must  havs  been  considerably  to  the 
soath  of  the  Foundry  Bridge,  The  Commissioneis  (p.  GID)  distinguish  the 
parishes,  but  on  oiaminution  their  distinction  is  found  to  he  of  no  valne. 

The  origtnul  charter  la  in  the  office  of  Ut.  E.  S.  Signold,  Clerk  to  the 
Great  Hospital  TnmtecB. 

]  K 
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in   Roger  Veriy's  grant  as    "  Xether  Conesforde."      The  I 
explanation   of    this   and    tlie  ccrresponding  term   "  Orer  " 
Conjaford,"  given  by  Blomefield,  la  that  "  all  the  parishes 
on  the  east  of  Conisford  Street  were  said  to  bo  m  Lower  or 
Nether  Conisford ;    those  on   the  west  in   Over  or  Upper 
Conisford."     Thia  deiinition,  thoagh  on  tho  whole  correct,  I 
is  mialeading.     Upper  and  Nether  Conisford  were  two  dia-  1 
tricts,  each  with  its  "  common "  street.     King  Street  was  I 
tho  street  or  way  of  Over  Conisford ;  St.  Faith's  Lane  was  I 
the  street  of  Nether  Comaford,'     One  or  two  examples  of  I 
this  use  of  the  terms  will  suffice.     ^Vhen,  for  instance,  the  I 
Austin  Friars  were  fined  for  interfering  with  "  the  Cokeye  I 
Well  in  the  street  of  Nether  Conisford,"*  this  took  place   i 
in  St.  Faith's  Lane,  near  where  the  Synagogue  now  stands. 
On  tho  same  page  we   read  that   they  obtained  possession 
of    a  messuage    which    "abutted    on    the   king's   way   of 
Upper  Conesford."     Thia  must   have  been  in  King  Street, 
between    St.   Faith's   and   St.   Ann's  Lanes.      Again,   the  { 
southern    boundary   of    the  Prior's   Fee    is    described ' 
pesBing    (in  part  of   its  course)  along  the   "  common  way  j 
of    Nether   Cuiieaford,"    i.e.,    St.    Faith's    Lane,   probably 
by   tho  Horse  Fair ;  and  as  issuing  "  onto   Over  Consford 
woy,"*   I.e.,   King  Street,    north   of    Mr.    Lowe's    School, 
Once  more,  in  2nd  Richard  II.,  a  messuage  on  the  rig] 
or    north    of   that   portion  of  the   now  demolished  Pump  i 
Street  which   went    from    the    top   of   Hose  Lane   in   the  i 
direction   of    the   Shirehall,   is    described   as    abutting   on 

'  It  ia  likvly  that  the  street  of  Nether  Cooisfonl  origiiuilly  partod  bom 
thntof  Ovor  Cooisfard  at  the  top  of  St  Aim's  Lane,  trad  that  ita  p 
[loint  of  deiMLrturo  tmn  Iving  Street  is  due  to  the  Aiutui  Frion,  wh« 
obUioed  lutvo  to  eodoae  more  than  ods  laor.  Snch  on  alteratian  e 
Inttindod  b;  Woodward  xa  the  change  introduced  iato  hu  plan  of  Norvidt 
bstwDon   I3DD  and   IGOO  (Hiatiiry  e/  Xoneicli  Ci(t/c~S«ri«a  of  HictoiiMl   t 

riiuw.) 

*  Kirkpotriok,  Mifioti*  Ordtrt,  p.  132. 
'  Itunxl'i  CiulUi  and  CaineHU  (f/jfarjia,  p.  317. 

•  Xt'/alK  Urciitelfy,  u.  p.  6. 


"Upper  Conesford  east,"*  i.e.,  on  King  Street,  while  the 
messuage  next  adjoiuing  the  former  ou  the  Castle  side  is 
described  as  being  "  in  Upper  Conesford,"  the  spot  indicated 
being  at  no  great  distance  from  the  south-west  comer  of 
the  Agricultural  Hull. 

It  ia  evident  that  the  origin  of  the  terms  is  to  be  sought 
in  the  natiiral  features  of  the  districts  thus  described.  Over 
or  Upper  Conisford  was  the  high  ground  which  sloped  down 
irom  the  Castle  Hill  and  Ber  Street.  Nether  Conisford  was 
the  low-lying  ground  by  the  river  side.  From  the  city 
boundary  at  Carrow  to  St.  Ann's  Lane,  this  ia  only  a  narrow 
strip,  but  at  that  point  the  river  makes  a  bend,  forming  the 
great  plain  which  extends  from  there  to  St.  Martin  at  Palace. 
The  northern  and  larger  half  of  this  plain  is  occupied  by  the 
Cathedral  Precincts  and  the  parishes  of  St.  Helen  and  St, 
Hartiu  at  Palace,  "We  are  now  concerned  only  with  the 
southern  half,  between  the  wall  of  the  Cathedral  Close  on 
the  north,  and  St.  Ann's  Lane  on  the  south.  It  extended 
inland  almost  as  far  as  King  Street.  The  natural  level  of  the 
ground  remained  to  a  great  extent  unaltered  till  the  beginning 
of  the  present  century,  but  since  then  the  district  has  under- 
gone 80  many  changes  that  its  original  features  are  quite  lost 
to  a  casual  observer.  The  making  of  the  Foundry  Bridge  and 
its  approaches  ;  the  formation  of  Synagogue  Street,  St.  John's 
Street,  and  most  of  all.  Prince  of  Wales'  Road  and  the  two 
Cathedral  Streets,  have  produced  more  alteration  in  the 
natural  features  of  this  quarter  of  the  city  in  the  last  eighty 
years  than  was  effected  in  the  preceding  eight  centuries. 
Still  it  is  even  now  possible  to  trace  some  of  the  ancient  levels 
at  several  points :  in  the  plantation  where  the  stono  bridge 
is  situated  ;  in  the  other  part  of  the  same  ground  attached  to 
the  Boys'  Home  on  the  other  side  of  Cathedral  Street ;  and 
in  the  garden  between  Prince  of  Wales'  Boad  and  St. 
Faith's  Lane  (at  the  back  of  Kos.  42  to  54)  the  ground  will 

«  Harrod'a  Caallci  and  Gim-txt,  nf  Xorfuli,  p.  HO. 
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be  found  to  lie  several  feet  below  the  adjoining  roads.  This 
is  still  more  visible  at  Cook's  Hospital  in  Rose  Lane,  built 
in  1692,  the  descent  to  which  is  by  six  steps,  and  that  this 
was  on  the  level  of  the  road  when  it  was  built  is  clear  from 
some  houses  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  being  built  on 
the  same  level,  which  is  also  the  level  of  the  lower  part  of 
Capon's  stableyard  adjoining  the  hospital. 

The  former  steepness  of  the  descent  from  King  Street 
towards  the  river  may  be  observed  by  any  one  who  enters 
the  yards  or  passages  on  that  side  of  the  street,  particularly 
Watson's  Yard,  opposite  St.  Peter  Permountergate  Church, 
leading  through  to  St.  John's  Street. 

In  considering  the  primitive  condition  of  this  portion  of 
the  great  plain  we  are  speaking  of,  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  it  would  appear  to  an  observer  as  lying  distinctively 
between  the  river  and  the  Castle.  AU  authorities  agree  that 
before  Norwich  became  more  than  a  village,  there  was  a 
fortification  of  some  sort  on  the  Castle  Hill,  defended  by 
earthworks ;  and  further,  that  these  earthworks  approached 
very  closely  to  King  Street,  between  the  top  of  Rose  Lane 
and  the  Post  Office.  It  is  true  there  is  considerable 
divergence  of  opinion  as  to  the  exact  nature  and  direction 
of  these  earthworks.  Probably  Harrod's  suggestion  of 
a  separate  horseshoe-shaped  enclosure  round  the  Castle 
Meadow  would  find  more  general  acceptance  at  the  present 
time  than  Wilkins*  theory  of  a  triple  rampart  and  ditch. 
In  regard  however  to  this  particular  part  of  the  circuit,  both 
theories  agree  in  recognizing  such  a  bank  and  ditch  as 
almost  touching  King  Street  by  the  Castle  Meadow,  for  some 
considerable  distanca  That  at  this  point  the  Castle  Hill 
projected  most  into  the  meadow  of  Nether  Conisford  appears 
fn>m  a  consideration  of  the  watercourses  which  crossed  it,  as 
fur  as  they  can  be  traced. 

The  creek  or  ditch  which  the  Greyfriars  obtained  leave 
to  use  was,  no  doubt,  a  natural  djke  formed  originaUy  by  a 


I  stream  of  water  descending  from  the  Castle  Hill.     The  de- 

t  pression  in  which  it  lies  may  bo  traced  as  far  as  the  garden 
of  the  Boys'  Ilome.  Philip  Bron-ne  in  his  Jlistori/  of 
libncfcA  (p.  139)  supposes  it  to  have  occupied  an  important 

[  position  in  the  primitive  topography  of  the  city :  "Here,"  he 

i  Bays,  "ia  likewise  a  small  brook  communicating  with  the 
river,  which  now  terminates  at  Stone  Bridge.     This  was  the 

'  ancient  boundary  which  separated  the  lands  of  the  King 
to  the  south  and  those  of  the  Bishop  to  the  north  of  it." 

In  King's  Map  is  also  marked  a  similar  creek,  parallel 
with  the  first  and  more  to  the  south.  This,  like  the  other, 
was  an  open  dyke  till  between  fifty  and  sixty  years  ago, 
when  it  was  drained  and  filled  up.  It  began  near  some  iron 
gates  leading  to  what  was  lately  beat  known  as  Messrs. 
Ketton'a  oilcake  mill,  and  entered  the  river  between  that 
property  on  the  north  and  what  la  now  Mr.  Hanson's 
timber  yard  on  the  south.  This  dyke  is  marked  in  Cleer's 
Hap'  of  1693,  in  the  Norwich  Museum,  which  does  not  shew 
the  first ;  and  an  int«resting  mention  of  it  at  the  same  date  is, 
I  believe,  to  be  found  in  St.  Peter  Perraountergate  Church. 
On  a  stone,  half  covered  by  the  font,  is  recorded  a  bequest  of 
£5  annually  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  by  John  Seaman  in 
1696,  "  for  the  performance  whereof,"  he  saya,  *'  I  do  de^-ise 
y"  two  tenementa  and  ground  pertaining  to  y^  same  iu  S' 

I  Faith's  Lane  right  over  against  the  pump  near  y  creek." 
The  property  thus  devised  stands  opposite  to  Mr.  Hotblack'a 

;  shoe  factory,  and,  therefore,  at  some  little  distance  from  the 

dyke.     At  that  time  the  pump"  and  the  creek  must  have 

been   the    most    prominent    landmarks   in   that  immediate 

eighbourhood.     Assuming  that  this  dyke  was  the  relic  of 

'  It  ia,  hoirever,  muked  in  a  wroDg  direction.  The  position  ol 
L  the  pkce  irhers  it  iaaucs  into  tlie  river  u  compared  with  St.  Ann's  Lons 
■hewi  nhnt  dyke  is  meant 

■  An  old  diaosed  pump  sliU  eiiala  rtt  the  haek  of  the  thre«  cottages  on  the 
opposite  mile  of  tbo  road,  adjaining  Ruoson's  timber  juTd, 
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a  iftream  from  the  higher  groond  it  would  seem  to  haTe  oome 
from  the  direction  of  Rose  Lana  A  little  doubt  is  thrown 
upon  this  by  the  fact  that  a  smaller  oopj  of  deer's  Map^ 
undated,  makes  the  creek  commence  in  a  little  stream  ORning 
from  the  north*  Millard's  Map  also  makes  the  dyke  com- 
mence from  that  direction.  On  the  other  hand,  deer's  large 
Map  and  King's  so  distinctly  make  it  terminate  abmptly 
landwards  just  short  of  St  Faith's  Lane,  and  this  is  so 
entirely  corroborated  by  the  testimony  of  persons  who  re- 
member it,  that  I  conclude  the  addition  in  the  other  maps 
was  an  artificial  piece  of  drainage,  and  not  part  of  the 
original  watercourse. 

There  still  remains  a  third  stream,  the  direction  of  which 
may  bo  traced  with  tolerable  accuracy.  It  passed  through 
the  grounds  of  the  Austin  Friars.  Mention  has  already  been 
made  of  their  interference  with  the  "  Cokeye  Well "  in  the 
street  of  Nether  Concsford.  After  the  dissolution  of  the 
Monustorios  a  "  cockey  or  drain "  is  spoken  of  in  1594  as 
passing  through  the  "  ground  called  the  Augustine  Freres." 
The  Austin  Friars  occupied  the  southern  part  of  the  meadow 
of  Nothor  Concsford,  as  the  Greyfriars  occupied  the  northern 
portion.  Their  property  included  that  part  of  King  Street 
botwoon  St.  Faith's  Lane  and  St.  Ann's  Lane,  ran  down 
tho  north  side  of  St.  Ann's  Lane,  then  after  a  short 
river  frontage  near  St.  Ann's  Staithe,  it  struck  straight 
across,  at  tho  bond  of  the  river,  to  St.  Faith's  Lane,  so  as  to 
includo  the  present  site  of  the  Hop  Pole  Gardena*  The 
fourth  side  of  tho  square  was  formed  by  St.  Faith's  Lane, 
botwoon  thoso  gardens  and  King  Street.  This  compact 
enclosure  remained  unbroken  till  1849,  when  Synagogue 
St  root  was  cut  through  tho  middle  of  it.  In  the  con- 
Ht motion  of  the  Synagogue  the  builders  encountered  what  is 

'  'Hiylor,  iu  tlio  Imhx  MoHasticus^  gives  those  boundaries  correctly. 
Kirkjvitrick  incorrectly  describes  tho  river  as  tho  western  boundary;  and 
lUoiuolioId  extends  their  property  indefinitely  along  St.  Faith's  Lajie. 


described  as  a  very  large  ancient  drain,  running  in  a 
rather  more  soutli-eaeterly  direction  than  tiie  street,  as 
though  intended  to  issue  in  the  river  at  the  bottom  of  St. 
Ann's  Lane.  In  the  line  thus  indicated,  on  the  other  side  of 
St  Faith's  Lane,  a  ditch  is  stated  to  have  existed  not  very 
long  ago,  starting  not  far  from  William  Street,  opposite  the 
back  entrance  to  Messrs.  Boulton  and  Paul's  works.'*  This 
ditch  and  drain  no  doubt  marked  the  line  of  the  cockey  that 
ran  through  the  grounds  of  the  Austin  Friars. 

If  the  foregoing  account  of  these  three  streams  is  correct, 
it  will  be  observed  that  they  all  diverge  from  a  common 
centre.  Somewhere  about  the  upper  part  of  Rose  Lane  a 
spur  of  the  Castle  Hill  projected  into  the  low  ground  at  a 
sufficient  elevation  to  determine  the  course  of  the  streams 
throughout  the  meadow. 

The  suitability  of  such  a  situation  for  the  settlement  of  a 
fishing  community,  such  as  that  which  formed  the  earliest 
population  of  Norwich,  is  obvious.  It  would  bo  the  last  part 
of  the  meadow  to  bo  affected  by  a  flood.  The  two  creeks 
were  navigable  for  boats  almost  to  the  very  spot ;  and  if 
Harrod's  theory  bo  accepted,  that  the  principal  approach  to 
the  Castle  passed  from'King  Street  by  the  side  of  the  Castle 
Meadow  opposite  Rose  Lane  to  the  present  bridge  over  the 
moat,  this  spot  lay  exactly  on  the  nearest  route  between  the 
Castle  and  the  river. 

It  was  either  just  on  this  slightly  elevated  ground  or  just 
st  its  foot  that  the  Church  of  St.  Vedast  stood,  having  been 
founded,  as  I  venture  to  suggest,  for  some  of  the  earliest 
inhabitania  of  Norwich,  before  Yarmouth  had  supplanted  it 
OS  the  readiest  market  for  the  sale  of  £shj  and  probably  also 

'  la  the  US.  annotstioiui  on  Cler^B  Map  is  marlced,  on  the  tite  of  this 
ditch,  aomething  almost  illegible,  but  which  eeeros  to  bo  "  Kyng'B  Kockoy." 
The  atme  wocda  nre  nlao  writtt-n  between  two  parallel  linee  at  right  nogloB 
to  tho  tormor,  which  would  Eonn  a  cantiriuatioii  of  the  secocd  dylie  juat 
mentioned  if  it  were  drawn  in  a  right  diioctiou  on  the  map. 


prior  to  the  time  when  herrings  were  landed  on  the  site  of 
St.  Lawrence's  Church. 

Tradition  assigns  to  St.  Yedast's  Church  a  place  in 
Domesday  Book,  though  it  is  not  mentioned  by  name.  It  is 
there  stated  that  in  Norwich,  in  the  time  of  King  Edward 
the  Conf essor,  a  certain  Edstan  held  two  churches  and  the 
sixth  part  of  a  third.  This  last  is  identified  as  the  Church  of 
St.  Yedasty  because  at  a  later  time  the  sixth  part  of  that 
church  was  given  to  the  almoner  of  Norwich  Priory.  Though 
it  can  scarcely  be  said  that  the  identity  of  the  church  is  thus 
established,  the  presumption  is  generally  held  to  be  reason- 
able. Some  confirmation  of  it  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that 
Edstan's  property  in  Norwich  included  twelve  acres  of 
meadow,  and  to  one  of  his  three  churches  was  attached  six 
acres  of  tneadow.  As  Edstan  held  under  the  King  and  the 
Earl,  i.e,,  in  that  portion  of  the  burgh  which  contained  the 
districts  of  Ber  Street  and  King  Street,  and  was  distin- 
guished from  the  Bishop's  portion,  now  occupied  by  the 
Cathedral  Precincts,  it  seems  almost  certain  that  these 
eighteen  acres  of  meadow  must  have  formed  part  of  the 
river-side  meadow  of  Nether  Conisford,  in  which  the  parish 
of  St.  Vedast  lay. 

Assuming,  then,  the  existence  of  St.  Vedast's  Church  in 
the  time  of  King  Edward  the  Confessor,  it  might  be  further 
argued,  from  the  subdivision  of  the  endowment,  that  it  had 
even  at  that  date  passed  through  several  hands  since  the 
first  foundation  of  the  church.  But  those  were  unsettled 
times,  when  the  tenure  of  property  was  most  insecure. 

A  more  interesting  field  of  enquiry,  bearing  on  the  probable 
origin  of  this  church,  is  suggested  by  the  name  of  the  saint 
to  whom  it  was  dedicated.  St.  Vedast  was  a  contemporary 
and  coadjutor  of  the  more  famous  St.  Remigius,  Archbishop 
of  Rheims,  who  baptized  Clovis  I.,  founder  of  the  French 
monarchy.  In  the  preparation  of  CIo\'is  for  baptism  St^ 
Vedast  is  said  to  have  assisted.     He  became  Bishop  of  Arras 


in  the  north-west  of  France,  and  dying  in  539,  was  huried 

in  the  cathedral  there.  After  the  lapse  of  more  than  a 
century,  in  667,  in  the  days  of  Theodoric  or  Thierri  III.  one 
of  the  moat  unfortunate  of  the  degenerat-e  successors  of  CloviB,  i^^m. 
the  bones  of  St.  Vedaat  were  removed  from  the  cathedral  to  """' 
a  monastery  dedicated  to  his  memory  outside  the  walls. 
The  monastery  was  endowed  by  Theodoric,  who  with  his  wife 
Clotilde  was  buried  there,  and  it  became  one  of  the  moat 
notable  monastic  foundations  in  France. 

It  is  plain  that  the  occurrence  of  a  dedication  to  St.  Vedast 
in  Norwich  at  so  early  a  period  is  to  be  traced  to  foreign 
influence.  The  existence  of  that  influence  is  not  difficult  to 
discover,  though  it  may  not  be  possible  to  determine  exactly 
when  it  led  to  the  dedication  of  the  church.  Tracing  back 
from  the  reign  of  Eing  Edward  the  Confessor  wo  find  that 
In  his  time  the  predomiuant  ecclesiastical  influence  at  work 
in  England  was  Norman,  and  not  Flemish  or  French,  Pre- 
Tioufl  to  that,  under  Sweyn  and  Canute,  it  was  Danish.  But 
still  earlier  we  come  to  a  long  period  of  a  hundred  years, 
from  the  establishment  of  King  Alfred's  kingdom  to  the 
death  of  Edgar  and  bis  great  minister  Dunstau  (from  880  to 
980),  during  which  there  is  abundant  evidence  of  intercourse 
between  England  and  Flanders,  as  that  part  of  France  in 
which  Arras  is  situated  came  about  that  time  to  be  called. 
Alfred's  step-mother,  Judith,  was  the  daughter  of  Charles  the 
Bald,  King  of  France,  In  her  widowhood  at  her  father's 
court  she  contracted  a  marriage  with  Baldwin,  a  Flemish 
noble,  who  was  afterwards  created  the  first  Count  of 
Flanders.  Their  son,  Baldwin  II.,  married  Alfred's  daughter 
Elfrida,  His  son  and  successor,  Arnulf,  Count  of  Flanders, 
rebuilt  the  abbeys  of  St.  Bertin  and  St,  Vcdast  in  Flanders 
at  the  very  time  when  in  England,  Ed  red,  another 
grandson  of  Alfred's,  was  reforming  the  abbeys  of  Glaston- 
bury and  Abingdon,  under  the  influenoe  of  Dunstan. 
On  Dunstan 'a  death   the  abbot  of   St,  Vedast  wrote  to  his 


successor^  speaking  of  hia  friendship  with  the  great  Arch- 
bishop ;  and  the  earliest  Life  of  St,  Dunstan  was  for  a  long 
timo  in  tho  possession  of  the  Abbey  of  St.  Vedast,  having 
possibly  been  sent  there  not  many  years  after  his  death.* 

Although,  howeverj  this  intimacy  between  England  and 
Flanders  undoubtedly  existed  during  this  period,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  ties  which  then  united  East  Anglia  with 
the  rulers  of  the  country  politically,  and  still  more  eccleai- 
astically,  were  always  of  the  loosest,  and  frequently  severed 
altogether.  For  more  than  eighty  years  after  839  there 
was  no  East  Anglian  bishop,  and  it  is  doubtful  how  far  the 
Danish  settlers  had  renounced  their  paganism."  There  were, 
in  fact,  only  two  intervals  during  which  it  might  be  thought 
probable  that  the  name  and  knowledge  of  this  Flemish  saint 
would  have  penetrated  to  Norwich  r  the  few  years  which 
followed  the  baptism  of  Guthrum  and  hia  settlement  in  East 
Anglia,  and  those  which  followed  tho  subjugation  of  East 
Anglia  by  Edward  the  Elder  until  the  death  of  Athelstan, 
when  this  part  of  England  was  again  left  under  Danish 
control.  In  favour  of  the  latter  of  these  intervals  ia  the  fact 
that  by  that  time  the  Christian  Church  in  East  Anglia  had 
begun  to  re-assert  itself,  whereas  at  the  earlier  its  organiza- 
tion had  well-nigh  perished.  In  spito  of  this,  however, 
there  is  mucli  to  be  said  in  favour  of  tho  earlier  epoch 
as  affording  a  fit  opportunity  for  the  introduction  of  St.  ' 
Vedast's  name  into  tho  city.  The  conversion  of  Guthrum 
and  bis  followers  may  have  been  the  result  of  policy  rather 
than  conviction  ;  still,  by  profession  thoy  became  Christians, 
and  if  Paganism  was  openly  avowed  in  country  places,  the 
Christian  religion  would  certainly  be  professed  by  the 
inhabitants  of    such   a   place  oa    Norwich   Caetle  and  its 

'  Btubbi'  Jtftmoriali  0/  SI.  SuHitan,  P.lt.O.,  Intro,  pp.  120  and  121. 
Jubilee  Edition  of  ths  Werlii  0/  Alfred  the  Great,  Busworth  and  Eamion, 
180S,  vol.  i.  pp.  2S3,  302,  &o. 

•  Erpart  of  the  Archil.  Jn»tUult't  Vait  la  Xeneirh,  1817,  p.  47. 


immediate  neighbourhood.  And  there  is  distinct  eyidence 
to  connect  the  instruction  by  which  their  faith  would  be 
fostered  with  a  Flemish  source.  Unable  to  find  scholars 
in  hia  own  country,  Alfred  applied  to  Hincmar,  Archbishop 
of  Rheima,  and  the  most  eminent  man  of  learning  who 
accepted  the  invitation  was  Grimbuld,  a  monk  of  St.  Eertin 
at  St.  Omer,  a  place  at  no  great  distance  from  Arras.  The 
lives  of  St,  Vedaat  and  St,  Remigius  had  both  been  written 
by  Alcuin,  whose  work  in  the  foundation  of  learning  in  the 
French  Church  Hincmar  had  revived  and  continued.  As 
the  lives  and  acts  of  saints  occupied  a  prominent  place  in 
the  religious  teaching  of  those  days,  the  name  of  St.  Vedast 
may  well  have  been  brought  to  Norwich  by  some  disciple  of 
Grimbuld  sent  from  his  school  at  Winchester  to  assist  in  ;_ 
the  conversion  or  instruction  of  Guthrum's  subjects  in  East 
Anglio.  It  is,  indeed,  within  our  knowledge  that  the  name 
of  St.  Vedast  was  not  only  known,  but  deemed  worthy  of 
special  honour  by  the  Church  at  Winchester  within  less 
than  a  century  after  Grimbald's  arrival  in  England.  In 
the  Beiiedictional  of  St.  Athdicnlf,  Bishop  of  Winchester,' 
prepared  about  a.d.  975,  St.  Vedast  is  one  of  only  fifteen 
saints  for  whose  festivals  a  special  form  of  benediction  ia 
appointed.  The  supposition  that  the  original  introduction 
of  the  name  was  due  to  Grimbald  is,  perhaps,  somewhat 
strengthened  by  the  fact  that  in  two  Anglo-Saxon* 
Martyi-ologies  of  the  same  century  in  which  unfortunately 
the  month  of  February,  when  St.  Vedast  was  commemorated, 
is  lost,  we  find  in  September  the  names  of  St.  Bertin  and 
St.  Omer,  two  saints  with  whom  Grimbald  was  specially 
associated. 

I  would  suggest  therefore  that  the  Church  of  St.  Vedast 
may  have  been  originally  founded  for  a  settlement  of  Danish 
fishermen   and   other   dependents  on  the  lord  of  Norwich 

'  See  Anhaalosii;  xxiiv.  68. 

'  duottd  by  LingarJ,  Awjh-S'Ua»   Chmih,  j,.   513. 
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Castle,  whoever  he  may  have  been,  who  established  them- 
selves in  Guthrum's  time  on  the  meadow  between  the  river 
and  the  Castle  Hill.  A  church  in  such  a  situation  would  of 
course  share  in  the  destruction  which  fell  upon  the  city  in 
1004,  when  Sweyn  ''came  with  his  fleet  to  Norwich,"  landing 
perhaps  near  this  very  spot,  to  avenge  the  massacre  of  St. 
Brice's  Day.  But  Canute  afterwards  ordered  that  the 
churches  destroyed  in  his  father's  time  should  be  rebuilt, 
and  to  that  date  we  may  assign  the  foundation  of  the  church, 
which  did  not  entirely  cease  to  exist  till  the  present 
generation.® 

One  point  of  difficulty  remains  to  be  stated.     For  at  least 

three  hundred  years  St.  Vedast's  parish  has  been  "commonly 

called  St.  Faith's,"  and  the  name  of  St.  Faith's  Lane  has  for 

more  than  two  hundred  years  been  given  to  the  street  of 

Nether  Conisford.^     What  is  the  connection  between  these 

two  names  P    There  is  a  popular  impression  that  the  two 

■     ^^     names,   "Vedastus"  and  "Faith,"  are  both  derivatives  of 

r4^44^/*    "Fi^^s*"     I^  ^^8  Index  Monasticus,  Taylor  gives  "Vedast" 

au^A      as  another  name  of  St.    Faith   the  Virgin,  to  whom  the 

^^ "  Benedictine  monastery  at  Horsham  St.  Faith's  was  dedicated. 

And  it  is  most  remarkable  that  the  same  association  of  the 

'  In  tho  angle  of  the  house  attached  to  Capon's  stable,  at  the  comer  of 
Cathedral  Street  South  and  Rose  Lane,  is  a  large  stone  which  was  formerly- 
built  into  St.  Vedast's  churchyard  wall.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  taken 
originally  from  the  church,  and  to  have  marks  on  it  of  Saxon  origin. 

'  In  Peter  Peterson's  will  (temp.  Elizabeth)  land  at  the  junction  of  Rose 
Lane  and  St.  Faith's  Lane  is  described  as  **in  the  parish  of  S*  Vedast  als. 
S.  ffaith's." 

On  the  back  of  the  Deed  of  Consolidation  between  the  parishes  of  St. 
Vedast  and  St.  Peter  Permountergato  is  endorsed  *'The  Union  of  S*  ffaith's 
parish,"  &c.     This  was  in  16G4,  but  the  endorsement  may  be  later. 

In  an  Indenture  of  Isaac  Giiling  in  1666,  part  of  his  property  is  said  to 
abut  on  the  "  Common  Highway  called  S*  ffaith's  Lane." 

These  throe  documents  are  in  St.  Peter  Permountergato  parish  chest. 

Quito  recently  the  name  of  part  of  St.  Faith's  Lane,  between  King  Street 
and  Rose  Lane,  has  been  changed  to  Mountcrgate  Street. 
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two  words  should    be  found   in    the   BenedictUmal  of  8L  ^, 
Athelumlf  just  referred  to.     In  the  form  for  St.  Vedast's^^^i^^^i 
Day  ^  the  word  "fides"  occurs  three  times,  twice  as  specifying  ^^^^ 
the  peculiar  virtue  of  St.  Vedast.     But  even  supposing  that  ' 

this  is  the  etymology  of  the  word  "Vedastus,"  it  is  very 
far  from  explaining  the  use  of  "Faith"  for  "Vedast"  by 
the  common  people  of  Norwich  several  centuries  after  the 
dedication.  The  corruptions  which  the  name  Yedastus  has 
xmdergone  are  into  "Vaast"  and  "Foster,"  which  last 
is  an  English  mode  of  pronunciation ;  hence,  in  London 
we  find  St.  Vedast's  Church  in  Foster  Lane.'  But  how 
St.  Vedast's  Church  in  Norwich  came  to  be  called  St. 
Faith's  and  associated  with  St  Faith's  Lane  is  a  difficulty 
for  which  I  am  unable  to  offer  any  satisfactory  solution. 

^^a^fs.^^  jJiBTiinu  J^^^^  A^^y-*  y^  /^  ^y^ 

n6^    on   the   TERMTNATION    "GATE"   IN   THE 

KING   STREET   DISTEIOT. 


The  little  lane  which  marked  the  southern  limit  of  the  Prior's 
Liberty  in  King  Street,  as  mentioned  on  p.  128,  was  called  Newgate, 
It  led  from  King  Street  to  St.  Faith's  Lane  between  St.  Cuthbert's 
Churchyard  on  the  north  and  the  Greyfriars  on  the  south,  and  was 
afterwards  enclosed  within  their  walL  The  latter  part  of  the  word 
is,  no  doubt,  to  be  taken  in  its  meaning  of  "  way,"  and  it  is  inter- 
esting to  observe  how  frequently  this  termination  occurs  in  the  names 
of  the  lanes  entering  or  issuing  from  King  Street.    The  three  lanes 

s  "Pens  fundator.^20»  ....  qni  boatom  Yedastum  ad  hoc  armasti  virtute 

ut  tibi  militaret  in  Jide,  concede TJt  to  retribuente  populus  crescat  in 

numero  pro  quo  sacerdos  sudavit  in  Jide**  Full  information  concerning 
St.  Vedast  will  be  found  in  Butler's  Lives  of  the  Saints  and  The  Bollandieta* 
Acta  Sanctorumt  on  February  6th. 

3  To  Dr.  Simpson,  F.S.A.,  the  present  Hector  of  this  Church,  I  am 
indebted  for  some  of  the  aboye  references. 

I  may  also  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  obligation  to  Aldennan 
Underwood,  of  Chapel  Field,  a  native  and  for  many  years  an  inhabitant  of 
St.  Peter  Permountcrgate  parish,  for  the  benefit  of  his  early  recollections 
of  the  locality. 


which  lend  from  Ber  Street  to  Eing  Street  wore  all  foraiorly  called 
"  gatos."  Mariners'  Lane  waa  Hollyute,  Horn'a  Lano  Skej/gaU,  Thorn 
Lane  Sandgate.  There  is  nleo  eome  reason  Ui  Huppoaa  that  the  upper 
part  of  Boso  Lano  was  at  one  time  called  Soufhgatt.  Blomefield  gives 
the  uamo  of  the  church  which  stood  near  t«  where  the  Rose  Tavera 
now  stands  as  St,  John  the  Evangelist  in  Southijale.  His  authority  ia 
an  entry  in  Tanner's  M3.  collections  in  the  Norwich  Diocesan  Eogistry 
{p,  38),  which  runs  thus;  "  Placea  in  Seuthgate  ubi  fuit  ahquondo 
Ecclesia  8.  Johannis  EvangelisUe,  ubi  nunc  tabema  (Tax.  Walt  Ep. 
Norw.)"'  It  ia  difBcult  to  account  for  this  statomont,  except  hy 
supposing  Seuthgate  to  be  on  old  name  for  Rose  Lane.  Another 
name  with  the  same  tonnination  atill  survives  in  the  district,  though 
not  associated  with  any  lane,  Pcrmouniergate.  The  old  explanation 
of  this  name,  "by  the  gate  of  the  (castle)  mount,"  is  untenable, 
because  it  is  certain  that  in  the  earliest  records,  both  civil '  and  ecclo- 
aiastical,  the  name  is  described  as  St.  Peter  "de  Parmentergalc,"  which 
could  only  mean  "  in  the  way  or  lano  of  the  Parmenter,"  an  old  word 
for  a.  raorchant'  tailor.  The  lane  eo  called  may  possibly  have  been 
Stepping  Lano,  though  in  that  case  the  name  was  exchanged  at  a 
very  early  period  for  Tofts'  Lane,  or  it  may  have  been  a  lane  which 
coaaed  to  exist  after  it  had  given  its  name  to  the  church. 

There  wero  thus  certainly  four,  and  most  probably  six,  lanos  in 
King  Street  all  called  "gates";  and  it  is  further  to  be  noticed  that 
they  all  partook  of  the  same  character,  being  all  steep  and  narrow 
passegea  from  a  higher  levol  to  a  lower.  Three  of  them  descended 
from  the  high  levol  of  Ber  Street  to  the  street  of  Over  Conisford, 
where  it  ia  only  slightly  elevated  above  the  river;  one,  Parmenter- 
gnte,  (whether  Stepping  Lane  or  not)  was  almoat  similarly  situated ; 
while  the  two  others  passed  from  the  street  of  Over  Conisford  where 
it  attained  its  highest  elevation  (now  greatly  reduced)  in  crossing 
over  the  outstanding  spurs  of  the  Caatlo  Hill  to  the  streot  of  Nether 
Conisford,  by  a  'short  and  rapid  descent,  as  appears  irom  the  obser- 
vationa  made  on  pp.  131  and  132. 

*  I  givo  tliiB  entry  hs  I  find  it.  I  have  been  unable  to  eeccrtain  whetlinr 
the  worda  ara  really  a  quatntioe  from  Uio  dociimanl  referred  to,  the  cccleai- 
aatical  aascssmeiit  called  tbe  "  Norwich  Taxation,"  made  in  1264. 

•  See  note  hy  Harrod  in  Xiirfolk  Archatilogy,  ii.  260. 

'  LibcT  ,!,■  AHliqiiis  Lrgibui,  Pre£.,  p,  x\.  (Camdon  Soc.  1816.} 


(^limpts  at  Cflnntrj  fik  m  i\t  S>xxkmi\  €mhxi^. 


OOMMUinCATXD  BT 

WILLIAM    ANSELL    DAY,    ESQ. 


Among  a  mass  of  unarranged  documents  belonging  to 
the  Marquis  Townshend  I  have  lately  discovered  a  number 
of  papers  relating  to  the  country  life  of  Sir  Nathaniell 
Bacon.  He  resided  principally  at  Stiffkey  Hall,  on  the 
Korfolk  coast,  in  a  picturesque  old  manor-house,  of  which 
Mrs.  Herbert  Jones  has  given  an  interesting  account  in  our 
eighth  volume. 

Sir  Nathaniell  was  a  man  of  some  note,  and  appears  to 
have  been  trusted  with  various  matters  requiring  the 
exercise  of  discretion  and  address,  both  by  the  Crown 
and  the  Privy  Council.  He  was  Sheriff  of  the  county 
in  1586  and  1599,  and  M.P.  for  Norfolk  in  1585,  1592, 
and  1614.  He  died  in  1622,  and  was  buried  at 
StiflFkey. 

From  the  documents  in  the  muniments  at  Ba3mham  it 
is  evident  that  he  was  an  active  and  intelligent  county 
magistrate,  who  devoted  much  time  and  attention  both 
to  his  duties  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  as  an  arbitrator 
and  peacemaker  when  his  neighbours  were  at  enmity  with 
each  other. 

VOL.    X.]  L 


Some  of  tbe  papers  may  be  properly  ranged  in  closBCS, 
such  as  those  relating  to  the  administration  of  the  poor 
law  of  Elizabeth,  the  mustering  and  training  of  tha 
militia,  the  persecution  of  the  Papists,  and  the  proceedings 
in  cases  of  bastardy.  These  for  the  present  I  do  not 
propose  to  notice.  There  are,  howerer,  some  miscellaneous 
documents  which  throw  light  ou  the  relations  of  various 
classes  of  society  to  each  other  which  possess  considerable 
interest. 

In  the  sounding  periods  of  the  historian  we  read  the 
deeds  of  kings  and  heroes,  and  in  his  pages  we  track  the 
fortunes  of  great  families,  the  fall  of  dynasties,  the  rise 
and  overthrow  of  statesmen  and  forms  of  government,  but 
how  little  do  we  understand  the  conditions  under  which 
"the  people"  lived.  We  can,  indeed,  trace  the  smaller 
landowners  to  some  extent  by  studying  the  deeds  and 
charters  which  tell  us  what  land  they  sold  and  purchased, 
and  what  immunities  they  enjoyed.  We  may  breathe  into 
these  legal  mummioB  the  breath  of  life,  clothe  them  in  tha 
costumes  which  marble,  alabaster,  and  brass  have  made 
familiar  to  us,  and  realise,  however  imperfectly,  the  deeds 
they  accomplished  and  the  aims  for  which  they  toiled. 
But  the  masses — the  proletariat,  the  adscripti  glebaB — were 
voiceless  then  as  they  have  been  voiceless  since,  and  there 
was  no  one  to  record  their  sufferings,  their  trials,  or  their 
sins.  They  passed  their  lives  in  an  obscurity  from  which 
no  contemporary  has  raised  the  veil,  and  all  we  kbow  of 
them  is  gathered  from  scattered  notices  which  for  the 
most  part  were  accidentally  introduced  info  works  having 
a  very  different  purpose  in  view. 

It  seemed,  then,  that  the  MSS.  to  which  I  have  referred 
might  offer  some  trustworthy  information  on  matters  not 
generally  understood,  and  that  while  they  might  interest 
the  general  reader  they  might  also  be  of  service  to  anti- 
quarians and  students  of  history. 
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The  documentsy  howeyer,  are  not  all  of  this  character, 
and  the  following  is  a  curious  illustration  of  the  power 
assumed  by  the  Privy  Council  in  the  days  of  Elizabeth 
to  interfere  in  matters  relating  to  the  personal  liberty  of 
the  subject.  The  paper  is  a  copy,  such  as  apparently  was 
customarily  sent  to  the  justices,  the  original  being  probably 
transmitted  to  the  sheriff,  or  chairman  of  sessions. 

After  o*^  hartye  comedacions  Forasmuch  as  complaincte 
hathe  ben  made  unto  us  that  Edmude  Webbe  who  aboute  seven 
jeares  past  maried  the  Dawghter  of  Nichas  Semtwlyn  [?] 
Esquier  hath  ben  syth  Whitsontyde  last  past  conveyed 
from  his  Wief  by  the  pcuremete  of  Wittm  Webbe  John 
Webbe  and  Anthonnye  Stretly  &  caryed  into  Norff.  and 
nowe  is  or  lately  hath  ben  in  the  howse  of  the  Lady  Bowes 
beinge  to  be  suspected  that  they  intente  to  pcure  his 
diflhineritaunce  We  have  thought  it  reasonable  upon 
honorable  request  made  unto  us  in  that  behalve  to  require 
you  to  use  as  good  meanes  as  you  can  to  fynde  hym  owte 
And  thereupon  to  give  order  that  he  be  delivered  to  the 
bearer  hereof  Giles  Rumeford  his  uncle  to  make  his  repayre 
unto  us  w^  as  good  expeditio  as  he  maye.  And  further 
that  you  take  bonde  to  her  Matys  use  of  Wittm  Webbe 
John  Webbe  and  Anthony  Stretly  or  so  many  of  them 
as  shal  be  founde  in  that  County  that  they  and  ev^  of 
them  shall  make  their  repayre  unto  us  with  like  expedion 
by  such  a  day  as  you  shall  think  meate  Whereof  and  of 
the  rest  of  your  doings  we  pray  you  to  signifie  unto  us  by 
your  Ires.  And  so  we  bidd  you  hartily  farewell  from 
Bichmonde  the  xiij  of  ffebruary  1574. 

Your  loving  f rinds 

W.  Burleigh.  Sussex. 

F.  KnoUy.  R.  Leycester. 

Jermy  Croft.  T.  Smith. 
L  2 


In  the  same  year  ia  the  foUoTving  paper,  wliicli  throws 

some  light  on  the  value  of  agricultural  and  other  products 
at  this  time. 


Informacons  for  Nathan i ell  made  the  xsvj  of  June, 
1574. 

1.  ffirst  I  have  agreed  that  Moimforde  shall  be  allowed 
for  the  repararans  doEo  at  Styfkye  since  ChristmaB  last  so 
the  same  exceede  not  iij'.  vj.  viij, 

2.  Itm  he  is  also  to  sell  the  lent  come  rysing  between 
this  and  Michmas  nest  of  the  ground  bought  of  Barker, 

3.  Itfii  he  is  also  to  sell  the  Ixxxxvj"""  7  pecks  of  barley 
remayning  in  Mounford's  hands  to  be  sold  to  my  use  to  the 
best  advantage  and  that  as  shortly  as  convenyently  it 
maye. 

4.  Itm  he  is  also  to  se  to  the  sale  of  xs""'  v  bushells  of 
mystelyn  remaining  iu  Mounford's  hands  at  the  best  pryce 
and  w"'  as  much  spede  as  he  canne. 

5.  Itm  he  is  also  to  call  upon  Mounford  for  the  sale 
of  m.m.m".  hoppes  vj'.  of  Towe  xij  barrells  of  Tarre  vj  barr. 
of  f&ssbe  and  xij  barrells  of  pytch,  the  rates  and  pryces 
whereof  as  they  were  bowght  in  Flaundera  were  delyvered 
to  hym  in  a  note  at  the  wrighting  of  theise  Instrucrane. 

6.  Itin  he  is  also  to  treat  with  Haines  and  his  sureties 
for  the  Bom  of  vj"  x'  due  at  Michal  and  our  La.  daye  lasts 
for  the  rent  of  Styfkey  and  after  the  money  receyved  (and 
not  a  prt  yf  it  maye  be)  to  treat  with  him  also  howe  I 
shall  be  answered  of  the  rent  from  hense  forthe,  And  that 
I  am  content  uppon  good  assuraunce  that  eytber  their 
sureties  or  any  other  whom  they  shall  pcure  shall  enjoy 
the  yeres  of  his  Lease  observying  the  covenants  contayned 
in  the  same. 

7.  Itm  that  such  money  as  he  shall  receyve  of  them  he 
cause  it  to  be  sent  uppe  by  my  sonne  Wyndham,  the  beg- 
ginyng  of  the  next  tearme  as  before,  yf  he  can  get  a  suer 
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messenger  &  if  he  shall  fynde  that  they  will  not  paye  this 

money  Then  is  he  to  cause  processe  to  be  served  upon  them. 

Itm  I  have  agreed  that  the  yj  trees  in  Fnlmeston  Wood 

shal  be  imployed  abowght  the  bowses  at  Styfkey  or  abowght 

the  making  of  a  milne  there. 

Itm  I  have  agreed  that  xx*.  shall  be  given  to  the  towne- 

shipp  of  Styfkey  in  the  way  of  benevolence  for  the  relief 

of  the  towne. 

Bacon. 

Marchandyzes  bowght  by  John  Mounford  in  Flanders, 
viz. : — 

for  m^*.m".m^.  hoppes  bowght  at  xxiiij*.  a 

c^*.  beside  custome xxxxiiijl     x*. 

for    yj^   towe   to    make    fyshemette    at 

xxxiij*.  iiij^.  a  li x^ 

for  xij  barrells  of  tarre  at  viij*.  a  barrell  .  iiij^  xvj*. 

for  yj    barrells  of    Fishe  at    xvj*.    the 

barrell iiij*.  xvj*. 

for  xij  barrells  of  pytche  at  x*.  a  barr^     .  vj*. 

Soma  LX^  ij*. 

There  can,  I  apprehend,  be  no  doubt  that  this  instruction 
emanated  from  the  Lord  Keeper,  and  was  signed  by  him, 
and  it  would  appear  from  it  that  in  1574  Nathaniell  Bacon 
acted  in  his  father's  behalf  in  the  management  of  his  estate 
at  Stiffkey. 

The  Lord  Keeper  died  in  the  year  1579,  and  Nathaniell 
succeeded  him  in  the  ownership  of  the  Stiffkey  estate  and 
was  appointed  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the 
county. 

Three  years  later,  under  the  hand  of  another  justice. 
Sir  William  Butte  of  Thomage  (who  was  Sheriff  of  the 
county  in  1563),  the  following  warrant  was  addressed  to 


The  complaint  of  the  poore  inhabytante  of  Althroppe 
for  reformation  of  diTera  iniuriea  and  wronges  W* 
course  They  were  directed  by  the  Hight  "Wor"  Sir 
Nathaniell  BacoD,  Enight, 

In  moat  humble  manner  compla}Tieing  unto  your  good 
worshipps  wee  tlic  poorc  inhabitants  of  Althroppe  doc  praye 
a  redrease  of  theee  manifold  open  iniuries  and  wronges 
done  unto  ua  whose  names  are  hereunder  written  by  one 
Wittm  Dye  of  the  same  towne. 

ffirst  the  unjust  delay  in  detayneing  of  an  order  set 
■  downo  in  writeing  by  the  Right  "Wor"  Sir  Kathaniell 
Bacon  Knight  for  the  equall  and  indifferent  raytcinge  of 
all  billa  and  taxations  which  should  be  att  any  tj'me  layd 
amongst  us,  w'*"  wryteinge  he  now  flattlye  denyeth  to 
have,  seekeing  to  suppreaae  the  same,  so  as  for  want  of 
tlie  good  direction  therein  contnyned  we  are  by  the  said 
Dye  continually  oppressed  in  the  collecting  and  gathering 
of  all  towne  chardges.  Secondly  the  abuse  in  surcharging 
of  our  small  coinon  with  hia  aheep  to  the  extreame  starving 
of  all  our  great  cattell  against  all  couUour  of  law  equity 
or  reason.  Thirdly  he  keepeth  up  fences  against  oup 
comon  but  purposely  layetli  open  his  homo  yardea  and 
other  grounda  so  as  our  Cattell  going  upon  our  coinon  doe 
daylie  against  our  wills  run  into  this  daunger,  and  that 
only  through  his  owne  default,  when  they  are  ao  hunted 
and  beaten,  bayled  and  otherwise  abused,  as  is  incredible 
that  any  Chriatian  shoidd  offer  the  like  unto  dum  beasta, 
and  intoUorable  for  ua  to  endure,  ffourthly  whereas  many 
of  his  growndes  lay  open  heretofore,  for  the  maintenance 
of  his  fold  course,  he  hath  now  inclosed  the  raoste  parte 
of  them  and  keepeth  them  several  to  himself  all  the  yoare 
and  yett  notwithstanding  doth  mantayne  hia  full  number 
of  sheepe  as  ever  ho  did  before  to  our  utter  undoing  yf  it  be 
not  redressed,     ffiftlye  he  breaketh  up  other  mens  several] 
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grownde  for  the  more  freer  passage  and  ease  of  his  sheepe, 
and  as  it  is  well  to  be  proved,  even  att  this  tyme  doth 
drive  over  their  new  sowen  winter  come  and  into  their 
home  yards  and  Orchards,  eatinge  spoyUnge  and  breaking 
downe  their  new  sett  grists  and  plants  and  saieth  he  will 
doe  it  for  that  he  knoweth  that  wee,  your  poore  orators, 
want  abillitjr  to  contend  with  him  at  the  comon  law,  and 
farther  doth  animate  and  incourage  his  soones  and  ser- 
yaunts  to  beate  and  abuse  us  his  poore  neighbours  affirming 
openly  in  threatning  and  menacing  sort,  that  he  shall  and 
will  breake  our  hart  stringes  whereof  we  as  poore  subiects 
doe  by  your  wor:  good  meanes  crave  redresse,  before  any 
farther  inconvenience  doe  come,  and  wee  your  poore  iniured 
neighbours  will  not  faille  to  praye  for  the  prosperous 
continuance  of  our  gratious  Soveraigne  his  good  and  whole- 
some lawes,  and  the  good  health  and  wellfare  of  all  you 
his  Maties  Justices  longe  to  continue. 

Henry  Green  Wyttm  Ellis  and   George  Blackburne 

and  Edmund  Ellis. 

I  have  not  had  the  opportunity  of  ascertaining  who 
William  Dye  was.  From  the  representation  of  those  among 
whom  he  lived  it  would  seem  that  he  was  of  the  number 
of  those  who  in  all  ages,  imder  the  suns  of  India  and  the 
fogs  of  Britain,  have  alike  made  themselves  hated  and 
notorious  by  "grinding  the  faces  of  the  poor,"  and  yet, 
who  shall  say  P  In  the  days  of  Elizabeth  great  changes 
were  working  both  in  the  laws  relating  to  property  and  in 
the  value  of  property  itself,  and  many  a  complaint  may 
have  arisen  out  of  the  unwillingness  of  the  stubborn 
English  mind  to  recognize  alterations  which  the  progress 
of  society,  the  changes  in  the  law,  and  the  very  necessities 
of  the  times  had  rendered  inevitable. 

Possibly  Dye  was  overseer  of  the  parish,  an  individual 
who,   down   to  my  own  early  days,  was  always  an  object 
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of  dislike  and  siupicion  to  his  lesser  rate-paying  neighbours. 
I  recall  a  conversation,  now  qnite  half  a  century  old, 
between  my  father  and  his  wood-reeve,  John  Card.  The 
wood-reere  was  very  old,  full  of  prejudice,  but  the  master 
of  a  world  of  local  wisdom,  gathered  partly  from  tradition 
and  partly  from  obserration,  and  he  represented  to  his 
employer  that  as  an  active  magistrate  he  should  interfere 
to  prevent  the  overseer  from  making  so  good  a  thing  of 
his  office,  and  to  protect  the  poor  from  his  extortions. 
Thereupon  ensued  a  long  discussion,  my  father  trjring  to 
persuade  Card  that  the  office  of  overseer  was  an  honorary 
one.  Card  maintaining  that  it  was  against  nature  and 
precedent  that  men  should  spend  time  on  other  people's 
business  and  not  be  paid  for  it.  At  length,  being  unable 
decently  to  continue  the  controversy,  he  ended  it  by 
saying  "  Well,  Sir,  I  suppose  you  do  know  best,  but  I 
never  knew  an  overseer  who  hadn't  a  new  pair  of  jack 
boots  before  he  had  been  a  month  appointed ! "  A  pair 
of  jack  boots  in  those  days,  when  Sussex  was  known  as 
''  Mudshire,"  was  the  finishing  stroke  to  the  dandy's  toilette 
among  the  farmers  and  yeomen. 

Be  it  however  as  it  may,  there  is  no  doubt  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Poor  Law  of  Elizabeth  must  have  caused 
much  discontent  among  those  who  were  called  upon  to 
contribute  to  its  burden. 

There  had  been  legislation  on  the  subject  of  the  relief 
of  the  poor  from  an  early  date,  but  it  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  of  a  very  exacting  kind;  it  imposed  no  heavy 
burthen,  and  caused,  as  far  as  we  can  trace,  no  special 
discontent. 

Doubtless  as  population  increased  the  burthen  of  the 
poor  became  a  severer  tax  upon  those  who  were  better  off, 
but  the  principal  almsgivers  were  the  great  religious  foun- 
dations which  were  scattered  far  and  wide  over  the  land. 

The  zeal  which    inspired  the  monks  of   old  had  indeed 


died  out :  the  active  missionary  work  of  the  Church  was 
no  longer  in  their  hands.  The  shrine  was  duly  decked ; 
the  ofiSces  of  religion  were  celebrated  with  seemly  and 
decorous  regularity;  but  the  entbuaiaatic  faith  which  ani- 
mated founders  and  martyrs  existed  no  more,  or  existed 
only  in  a  few  stem  hearts  which  mourned  in  silence  the 
decay  of  ancient  piety,  and  mourned  in  vain. 

The  monasteries  had  ceased  to  justify  their  own  existence 
by  the  work  their  brethren  performed.  The  religious 
bodies  had  become  great  landowners :  their  far-reaching 
possessions  extended  on  every  side,  and  the  missionaries 
had  risen  or  sunk  info  coimtry  gentlemen.  The  lord  abbot 
was  a  Peer  of  Parliament,  the  prior  kept  his  hawks  and 
hounds,  and  was  counted  among  the  territorial  magnates 
of  his  district,  and  the  canons  and  monks  led  easy  lives 
and  beguiled  their  hours  with  chess  and  other  mundane 
iollies. 

The  people,  alive  to  sincerity,  and  honouring  zeal  even 
where  it  is  misplaced,  no  longer  bent  in  bumble  credulity 
before  abbot,  and  prior,  and  monk.  It  was  not  simply 
that  heretics  had  arisen  in  the  Church,  who  bad  tried  to 
win  tbem  from  ber  creed ;  it  was  that  within  the  very 
folds  of  the  Church  eager  and  earnest  men  were  struggling 
for  the  faitb ;  men  vowed  to  poverty,  men  who  mixed 
among  and  sympathized  with  the  multitude,  and  whose 
lives  of  rigor  and  self-sacrifice  put  to  shame  the  splendour 
and  worldliness  of  monastery  and  shrine. 

The  monasteries  were  suppressed,  and  the  immediate 
result  was  that  a  dood  of  pauperism  was  let  loose  upon  the 
land.  It  was  met  in  the  unyielding  spirit  of  Henry  VIII. 
by  penal  legislation.  Soon,  however,  it  became  clear  that 
the  evil  could  not  be  so  stemmed ;  that  there  was  a  great 
mass  of  poverty  to  be  dealt  with  and  provided  for;  and 
if  it  were  neglected  that  its  wrlthings  might  endanger 
social  order  and  the  property  of  the  rich. 
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This  is  not  the  occasion  on  which  to  trace  the  history 
of  the  Poor  Law,  and  it  is  sufficient  to  say  in  general  terms 
that  the  tendency  of  legislation  in  the  latter  days  of 
Elizabeth  was  to  regard  poverty  more  as  a  misfortune  and 
less  as  a  crime.  In  1562  for  the  first  time  payments  to 
the  relief  of  the  poor  were  made  compulsory.  It  was,  it 
is  true,  a  feeble  enactment,  surroimded  by  difficulties,  and 
easy  of  evasion ;  still  the  principle  was  laid  down,  and  has 
never  since  been  abandoned. 

Two  great  measures  on  this  subject  were  passed  in  1597 
and  1601,  and  imder  these  Acts  overseers  were  appointed 
who  were  to  raise  by  taxation  of  every  inhabitant  and 
occupier  in  their  parish  such  sums  of  money  as  they  should 
see  fit,  for  the  purpose  of  setting  people  to  work  who  were 
unemployed:  for  the  purchase  of  a  stock  of  flax,  hemp, 
wool,  thread,  and  other  articles  for  them  to  work  on ;  and 
for  the  relief  of  such  as  Ly  reason  of  infirmities  or  age 
were  unable  to  work 

If  Dye  were  overseer  he  would  have  had  very  ample 
scope  for  favouritism  and  oppression.  There  appears  to  be 
nothing  in  the  nature  of  a  "  rating  value  '*  on  which  assess- 
ments were  to  be  levied,  and  beyond  an  appeal  to  the 
justices  or  the  great  man  of  the  district  there  was  no 
supervision  by  which  the  conduct  of  the  overseers  could 
be  controlled.  Dye,  therefore,  may  have  unduly  rated  his 
neighbours  and  excused  himself  from  all  contributions  to 
the  poor-rate.  It  is  on  record  in  a  south  of  England  parish 
that  sums  put  down  as  "  casual  relief "  by  an  overseer 
under  the  old  poor  law  were  really  small  donations  he 
presented  to  himself  out  of  the  public  purse,  and  perhaps 
Mr.  Dye  was  the  unconscious  precursor  of  that  south- Saxon 
worthy. 

The  complaint  on  the  subject  of  the  common  leads  to 
the  inference  that  Dye  was  lord  of  the  manor.  As  far 
back   as   the   reign   of   Ilenry  III.,    under  the  Statute   of 


Merton,  lords  were  authorized  to  encloee  the  wastcB  of  the 
nuiDor,  provided  they  left  sufficient  land  imincloaed  to  satisfy 
the  wants  of  the  commoners.  As  it  became  more  valu- 
able and  population  increased,  it  was  natural  that  the  lords 
should  covet  land  which  if  brought  into  tillage,  or  even 
into  improved  pasture,  might  be  of  considerable  value  to 
the  owner.  Accordingly  there  are  many  instances  of 
disputes  between  the  lord  and  the  commoners,  turning  on 
the  question  of  whether  the  inclosures  which  were  made 
on  all  sides  were  such  as  were  justified  by  law. 

The  tendency  of  agriculture,  too,  at  this  date  was  to 
develope  grazing  and  the  keep  of  stock,  and  to  discourage 
tillage,  and  in  such  a  period  the  commoners  would  naturally 
be  jealous  of  their  rights,  as  both  they  and  the  lord  would 
keep  more  stock  than  formerly,  and  thus  require  the  use 
of  a  larger  quantity  of  grazing  ground. 

There  are  at  Raynham  a  long  aeries  of  shepherd's 
accounts,  from  which  the  importance  of  sheep  and  cattle 
to  a  landowner  in  those  times  can  readily  be  shown.  And 
as  far  back  as  1533,  in  an  Act  of  Parliament  intended  to 
mitigate  what  was  then  considered  as  an  evil,  it  is  stated 
"that  greedy  and  covetous  persona  keep  such  great  portions 
of  the  land  from  the  occupying  of  the  poor  husbandman, 
and  use  it  in  pasture  and  not  in  tillage,  so  great  is  the 
profit  that  Cometh  of  sheep,  some  having  24,000,  some 
20,000,  some  10,000,  some  6000,  some  6000,  and  some 
more  and  some  leas." 

Very  probably  Mr.  Dye  was  "  a  greedy  and  covetous 
person,"  whose  only  thought  was  the  consolidation  and 
extension  of  his  property,  no  matter  who  sufiered  from  it ; 
and  it  may  be  that  one  by  one  he  bought  up  the  smaller 
men,  who  could  not  contend  with  him,  and  destroyed  those 
common  rights  which  have  sometimes  been  regarded  as 
the  most  precious  inheritance  of  the  poor. 

And  now  I  take  leave  of  this  oppressor  of  his  neighbours, 


for  his  acts  of  brutality  to  "  dum  beasts "  calls  for  no 
comment.  One  can  but  regret  that  in  the  time  of  James  I. 
tbere  was  no  society  iu  existence  which  took  tbem  under 
their  protection.  In  acts  of  brutality  human  nature  seems 
the  same  whether  in  the  seventeenth  or  nineteenth 
century. 

The  inhabitants  of  "Wells,  Norfolk,  thus  petitioned  Sir 
Nathaniell  Bacon  and  one  of  his  colleagues  on  the  magis- 
terial bench. 

To  the  Right  w'shypp"  Sir  Nathaniell  Bacon  Enight 
and  Stopher  Calthorpe  Esqre.  twoe  of  his  Matys 
Justices  of  the  peace  in  this  countle  of  NorS^  the 
inhabitants  of  Wells  do  wish  all  psperilie. 


Forasmuch  as  it  hath  pleased  your  good  wo:  to  consider 
the  greate  inconveniance  o'  towne  hath  austeyned  a  long 
tynie  by  the  multitude  of  ale  howscs  and  for  rcdresso 
thereto  yo'  wo :  hath  resolved  beside  o'  twoe  limes  to  pmit 
no  more  but  three  Ale  howses  hereafter  yo'  wo :  certifies 
us  also  that  yon  have  suppressed  Wifim  Willson.  "Witim 
Curtis,  and  Thomas  Bunting  and  doe  wille  us  to  make  it 
known  unto  yo'  wo:  which  of  the  reste  in  o'  jugement  are 
fittest  to  be  continued.  We  doe  render  unto  jrr :  wo : 
humble  and  harty  tbankea  for  yo'  care  of  o'  good  and 
doe  humbly  request  yo'  wo:  to  be  still  carefull  for  us  and 
pticularly  on  this  point  to  remain  o'  constant  w'shpp" 
friendes  that  we  maye  have  no  more  alo  howses  than  nede 
require.  If  soe  itt  maye  please  yo'  wo:  we  w""  geSU  and 
uniform  consent  doe  think  that  twoe  ale  bowses  beside 
o'  twoe  Innes  are  sufficient  and  that  David  Boot  and  Willfn 
Mickleficld  are  the  motcst  to  kepe  the  same  and  wish 
hartely  that  all  the  reste  maye  be  suppressed  w""  whome 
also  if  wo  shall  finde  any  looseness  in  their  place  we  doe 
Towe   to   inform  yo'  wo;  that  they  may  be   reformed   or 
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changed  att:  yo^  wo:  pleasure  thus  w^^  o'  hartie  pnders 
to  God  for  yo'  wo :  welfare  we  rest 

Yo'  w'shipps  att  command  the  inhabitants  of  Wells. 
Clement  Boult  James  Spottiswod. 

Robert  Toff.  EoV.  Money. 

Henrye  Doult". 
Henrye  Conglan. 
Srobt.  Leech. 
Robt.  Magnus. 
Ab°.  Gouldsmith. 
John  Chamberlin. 
Will.  Congtom. 
Stephen  Feake. 
Richard  Conghau. 

The  early  legislation  upon  this  subject  is  quaint  and 
amusing.  The  paternal  principles  of  government  which 
were  so  much  contemned  two  centuries  later,  were  in  full 
yigour  then.  Some  of  the  restrictions  on  inebriety  (men 
called  it  "tippling''  when  they  framed  Acts  of  Parliament 
for  Tudors  and  for  Stuarts)  were  marked  with  a  puritanic 
severity  which  frowned  down  vice  and  punished  it,  while 
others  show  a  more  catholic  spirit,  and  seem  disposed,  under 
certain  restrictions,  to  make  terms  with  evil. 

By  an  Act  passed  in  5th  Edward  YI.,  the  justices  of 
the  peace  had  power  ''to  put  away  common  selling  of 
ale  and  beer  in  common  alehouses  and  tippling  houses 
where  they  shall  think  meet."  All  future  kee|>ers  of  such 
houses  were  to  "be  thereimto  admitted  in  the  open  sessions 
of  the  peace,  or  else  by  two  justices  of  the  peace,"  who 
were  to  take  bond  and  surety  against  the  using  of  unlawful 
games,  as  also  for  the  maintenance  of  good  order. 

The  succeeding  reigns  of  Mary  and  Elizabeth  are  marked 
by  no  legislation  on  this  subject,  but  in  the  very  first 
year  of  James  I.  an  enactment  was  passed  which  imposed 


a  fine  of  10«.  on  any  innkeeper,  victualler,  or  alehouse 
keeper  who  permitted  any  of  his  neighbours  "to  remain 
drinking  or  tipling  in  Lia  house."  This  enactment,  strictly 
interpreted,  might  have  led  to  considerable  inconvenience, 
HO  it  was  followed  by  an  exception  in  favour  of  the  following 
classes.  "  Such  as  shall  bo  invited  by  any  traveller  and 
shall  accompanj'  him  only  during  his  necesBary  abode 
there."  The  labouring  and  handicraft  men  in  towns  and 
cities  were  permitted  on  usual  working  days  to  spend  "one 
hour  at  dinner-time  to  take  their  diet  in  an  alehouse."  And 
an  exception  was  also  made  iji  favour  of  workmen  who 
for  the  time  being  lodged  and  victualled  in  any  inn. 

The  Act  imposes  a  fine  of  2l.1s,  on  any  innkeeper  who 
should  sell  less  than  one  full  ale  quart  of  the  best  beer  or 
ale  for  a  penny,  and  of  the  small  two  quarts  for  a  penny, 
and  these  fines  were  to  go  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the 
parish.  Legislation  was  very  active  on  these  subjects 
during  this  period,  for  shortly  afterwards  a  fine  of  5s.  was 
imposed  on  every  person  who  should  be  convicted  of  being 
drunk,  and  if  he  repeated  the  ofience  he  was  to  give  sureties 
for  his  good  behaviour  in  future.  Another  offence  punished 
by  fine,  and  in  default  of  payment  by  the  stocks,  was  the 
remaining  drinking  or  tippling  in  any  alehouse  or  inn. 
These  provisions  were  enforceable  by  the  justices  in  petty 
sessions,  so  that  their  authority  was  practically  all 
powerful. 

The  legislation  on  the  subject  of  cottages  varied  greatly 
at  different  times.  In  1589  an  Act  was  passed  under 
which  it  seems  probable  that  the  following  petition  was 
presented.  It  commences  by  stating  that  great  inconveni- 
ences arose  from  the  erection  of  "  great  numbers  and 
multitudes  of  cottages,"  and  prohibits  their  erection  unless 
four  acres  of  land  is  attached  to  each,  "to  be  continually 
occupied  and  manured  therewith."  It  also  provides  that 
not  more   than  one  family  shall  inside  in  a  cottage,  and 
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concludes  by  exempting  from  the  law  (among  others)  "  any 
cottage  to  be  made  which  for  any  just  respect  upon  com- 
plaint to  the  Justice  of  Assize  at  the  Assizes,  or  to  the 
Justices  of  the  Peace  at  the  Quarter  Sessions  shall  by 
their  order  entred  in  open  Assizes  or  Quarter  Sessions,  be 
decreed  to  continue  for  habitation  for  and  during  so  long 
time  only  as  by  such  Decree  shall  be  tolerated  and 
limited." 

It  seems  probable  that  under  this  Act  power  was  given 
to  Bameby  to  build  a  cottage  on  some  waste  ground,  but 
that  the  conditions  of  the  license  not  being  complied  with, 
the  cottage  was  subsequently  pulled  down.  This  petition  is 
therefore  an  application  for  the  renewal  of  the  permission, 
subject  to  such  conditions  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
required. 

In  most  humble  manner  showethe  unto  y'^  good  wor- 
shippe  the  inhabitants  of  the  parrishe  of  Beston  in  the 
behalfe  of  one  poore  man  Bartholemewie  Barnebye  that 
whereas  wee  together  with  him  were  suties  unto  yo'  good 
wor:  for  the  erection  of  a  cottage  for  the  sayd  Barnebye 
for  w*'^  we  acknowledge  ou'^selves  much  bound  unto  yo' 
wor :  notwithstanding  the  cottage  being  buylt  by  this 
Barnebye,  was  restrayned  to  be  a  dwelling  house  by  the 
Justices  at  o'  Sessions  holden  at  Beccles,  through  complaynt 
made  by  one  Dawson,  who  was  and  is  the  poore  mans 
heavye  adversarye,  unlesse  it  would  please  y'  good  wo :  to 
certifie  Sir  Henrye  Gaudye  Knight  (for  that  is  his  wor: 
desier)  under  y*^  hand  and  scale,  that  you  doe  give  full 
consent,  that  it  maye  stand  in  another  place  uppon  the 
same  waste  peece  of  grownde,  being  taken  downe  in  pt, 
or  all,  to  satisfie  the  lawe,  w*^^  being  granted.  Sir  Henrye 
Gaudye  Knight  do  pmise  so  to  ratifie,  as  it  shall  stand 
a  dwelling  howse  for  the  poore  man,  notwithstanding  his 
adversaryes  malignitye.     This  therefore  we  most  earnestlye 
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intreate  at  yo'  wor:  hands  in  the  poore  mans  behalf e,  w^ 
that  we  may  obtayne^  we  and  he  shal  be  still  bound  to 
praye  for  yo'  wor :  long  and  happy  lyf e. 

Yo'  worshippes  bound  in  all  dutye 
G.  King,  clar.  Francis  Tayler. 

Henrie  Bulliant.  John  Pledger,  Jim'. 

John  F  .  .  . 
Mark  Harman. 
Robert  Smyth. 
To  the  Bight  WorshipfuU  Anthony  Bulliant. 

Sir  Nathaniel  Bacon  Knight.  Francis  Evrye. 

The  two  following  letters  possess  no  historical  value,  but 
every  side  light  that  can  be  thrown  on  the  manners  and 
customs  of  our  ancestors  has  an  interest  of  its  own,  and 
the  price  of  a  cast  of  hawks  and  the  use  of  a  drag-net 
are  worth  noting  in  conection  with  the  more  serious  duties 
of  a  country  gentleman,  more  than  two  centuries  and  a 
half  ago. 

In  the  time  of  Henry  VII.  it  was  enacted  that  no  person 
should  take  on  his  own  ground  the  eggs  of  any  falcon, 
gosshawk,  paners  or  swans,  out  of  the  nest,  under  pain  of 
imprisonment  for  a  year  and  a  day,  and  fine  at  the  king's 
will.  And  no  man  should  bear  any  hawk  of  the  breed 
of  England  called  a  nyesse,  gosshawk,  cassel,  laner,  laneret, 
or  faulcon,  upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of  his  hawk  to  the  king. 
All  persons  bringing  hawks  from  beyond  seas  were  to 
bring  a  certificate  of  the  fact  from  the  custom-house 
where  they  were  landed,  and  the  disturbance  or  injury 
of  these  birds  was  punishable  by  fine  recoverable  before 
the  magistrates. 

This  legislation,  repulsive  as  it  may  seem  to  a  modem 
sportsman,  was  in  fact  a  relaxation  of  laws  previously  in 
force.  In  the  time  of  Edward  III.  the  finder  of  a  hawk 
had  to  deliver  him  to   the  sheriif,   the  latter   functionary 


161 

had  to  proclaim  the  fact  through  all  the  "good  towns"  in 
the  county,  and  finally,  if  the  wanderer  was  not  claimed, 
the  sheriff  was  to  keep  it,  making  compensation  to  the 
finder  for  his  honesty  and  his  luck.  If,  however,  the  finder 
concealed  the  bird  instead  of  rendering  it  up,  he  suffered 
two  years'  imprisonment,  and  a  fine  which  could  only  be 
commuted  by  a  prolonged  incarceration;  and  by  another 
enactment  in  the  same  reign  the  stealing  a  hawk  was 
converted  into  a  felony. 

Oood  Sir, — Dawes  hath  importuned  me  to  wright  ex- 
tempore what  I  remembered  or  conceived  y*  day  of  ower 
meeting.  I  was  the  rather  encouraged  for  that  he  told  me 
yt  S'  Henry  Gawdy  tould  him  he  would  subscribe  to 
what  you  and  I  did  herein,  you  also  wished  my  noates  of 
remembrances. 

For  these  reasons  I  determyned  to  collect,  but  not  so 
confusedly  as  this  prevayling  poore  man  hath  enforced 
me  rather  than  by  delay  to  grieve  him  w^  a  suspected 
denial. 

However  seing  I  meane  well,  I  conceal  them  as  misshapen 
to  your  ordering  and  when  you  have  corrected  and  added 
bouthe  form  and  substance  I  will  desier  to  see  and  approve 
it.  I  have  been  earnest  with  Dawes  to  returne  us  these 
noats  because  under  my  hande. 

I  kept  promise  with  S'  Henry  Gawdy  for  his  Hawkes. 
Thei  came  by  Everards  sonne  (who  went  w*^  them)  upon 
friday  night  last  8  Jerfawcon  and  a  cast  of  Jerkin  unto 
ye  widowes  howse  to  Cromer,  whereof  upo**  Saterday  he 
had  word  by  my  message  and  hath  bought  for  £12.  5a  (as 
my  man  telleth  me)  a  Jerkin  and  two  Jerfawcons.  Te 
poore  widowe  selleth  them  reasonably  if  you  please  to  buy. 
Sterne  died  after  he  had  layd  sick  7  or  8  weeks  and  not 
otherwise,  y*  w***  he  had  was  seascd  upo°  for  his  expenses, 
and  but  he  was  by  his  comiss*^  fownd  to  be  for  the  king 
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ye   Hawks  also  had   bin   stayed,   such   cuning    ye   Dutch 
takers  show  to  ingross  that  comodity. 

Thus  comitting  you  to  God's  good  grace  and  ptection 
I  rest  yours  to  my  small  power  assuredly. 

Austin  Palgraye. 
Baminghm 

27  of  Aug.  1609. 

Right  woripp",  according  as  my  Cosin  Marget  hath  in 
her  Ire  to  me  one  you'  behalfe  required  I  have  attempted 
^th  jf trit  Gallard  for  her  draggnet  which  she  is  very  willing 
to  lend  you  for  a  tyme  so  as  it  maye  stand  w'**  you'  pleazure 
to  have  w***all  him  that  haith  the  custodye  thereof,  which 
is  one  Wittm  Pickerell  of  Crom'  a  pore  man  that  for 
small  consideraffin  will  not  onely  bring  it,  but  shew  any 
(that  it   shall  pleaze  you  to  appoint  in  that  buisinis)  he 

maie  have  to  deale  w***all.      Thus expecting  youre 

awnswer  herein  I  humblie  take  my  leave  of  you  this  14 
of    September  1608  resting  your  worpp  at  all  times  to 

command. 

Thomas  Baxter. 

A  much  more  solemn  and  serious  matter  is  opened  up 
in  the  following  representation  made  in  all  form  by  the 
lord  and  steward  of  a  manor  to  Sir  Nathaniell  as  the  avenger 
of  insulted  law. 

Eight  worshipfuU  Sir :  So  it  is  John  Colffer  of  Briston 
beinge  yesterday  at  a  Courte  Leete  there  houlden  for  that 
manour  chosen  by  geSall  consent  of  all  the  Leeters  twelve 
in  number  for  one  of  the  Constables  there  this  yeare,  and 
beinge  required  and  charged  in  his  Ma'^**  name  to  take 
his  othe  accordingly e  the  saide  ColfFer  in  contempt  of  that 
Jurisdiccon  and  in  evill  example  of  all  the  then  and  there 
tenn^*  mor  then  thirty,   did  not   only  depart  that   Courte 
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disdainefully  without  licence  but  utterlye  refused  to  beare 
that  office,  so  imposed  uppon  him.  And  bycause  inferior 
authorities  ought  not  to  be  made  contemptible  and  elusorye 
in  publique  affayres,  but  hath  been  supported  and  assisted 
alwaies  by  supiour  powers  they  in  their  grave  wisdomes 
and  censures  reprouvinge  suche  scomers  and  forcinge  them 
to  eonformitie.  "We  your  dutifull  supplicants  lord  and 
Steward  of  the  Jurisdiccon  aforesaide  do  beseeche  vestru 
brachiu  implorando  your  assistance  to  compell  by  your 
supiour  power  the  said  Golffer  to  take  uppon  him  the  said 
office  and  to  be  sworn  thereunto.  This  our  humble  request 
we  comend  and  comit  to  your  grave  consideracon  and  yours, 
and  your  good  ladies  helthe  and  happinies  to  the  almightyes 
ptecoon. 

You'^  dutifull  suppliants 
To  the  right  worshipp"  Jo  :  Hunt. 

S'  Nathaniell  Bacon  Knight  John  .... 

att  Stifkey  this  be  deli  veld  with  speed. 

The  office  of  constable  was  in  old  time  imposed  on  almost 
every  class  of  society.  At  the  court  leet  the  jury  nominated 
the  persons  they  thought  best  fitted  for  the  office,  and  from 
their  choice  there  was  no  appeal.  True  there  were  some 
persons  who  were  exempt  by  reason  of  the  dignity  of 
their  office,  such  as  justices  and  clergy ;  some  too  were 
excepted  because  their  appointment  was  ill  calculated  to 
serve  the  ends  of  justice,  such  as  madmen,  idiots,  the 
decrepit,  and  the  very  poor.  Physicians  were  too  useful 
to  be  thus  employed,  and  for  some  reason  which,  though  I 
can  surmise,  I  cannot  authoritatively  pronounce  upon,  law- 
yers and  attomies  were  subject  to  a  similar  disqualification. 

No  one  had  a  right  to  refuse  to  accept  this  important 
public  trust,  and  doubtless  the  steward  and  jury  were 
scandalized  when  Mr.  John  Colffer,  instead  of  accepting  the 
office,  in  contempt  of  their  jurisdiction  disdainfully  walked 
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away.  The  scene  among  the  fathers  of  the  Tillage  most 
have  been  worthy  of  Wilkie  or  Frith.  The  offended  dignity 
of  lord  and  steward,  the  dumb  amazement  of  the  jury,  the 
Tociferous  party  feeling  of  the  thirty  by-standers,  would 
have  formed  a  worthy  subject  for  the  pencil  of  a  great 
artist.  Then  a  little  later  the  lord  and  his  colleague  sat 
down  in  the  public-house,  over  possibly  a  tankard  of  spiced 
ale,  and  with  austere  countenances  indited  their  appeal  to 
the  justice,  winding  up  with  commending  Sir  Nathaniell 
to  the  protection  of  the  Almighty,  and  by  way  of  con- 
ciliating him  (Sir  Nathaniell  at  least)  included  Lady  Bacon 
in  their  prayer.  Having  with  solemn  regularity  completed 
their  well-written  letter,  sealed  and  despatched  it  to  the 
squire  in  the  neighbourhood,  they  might  well  jog  home  to 
their  supper,  feeling  they  had  done  all  that  loyal  subjects 
could  do  to  uphold  the  dignity  of  their  sovereign  and  the 
noble  institution  of  the  court  leet. 

The  portentous  letter  arrives.  Sir  Nathaniell  takes  down 
his  books  and  consults  them.  The  law  is  clear.  If  the 
constable  elect  were  present  at  the  court  leet  and  refused 
to  serve,  the  steward  might  fine  him,  but  perhaps  in  this 
instance  the  action  of  the  steward  was  not  sufficiently 
prompt,  and  the  constable  elect  may  have  disdainfully 
walked  away,  ere  the  penalties  of  the  law  fell  on  his  head. 
If  such  wore  the  case  Sir  Nathaniell  would  find  himself  in 
a  legal  difficulty,  and  if  he  knew  no  more  of  law  than 
some  county  magistrates  do  at  the  present  day,  would 
probably  send  for  the  clerk.  That  worthy  would  thereupon 
take  horse  from  Holt,  from  Fakenham,  or  from  Blakeney, 
as  the  case  might  be,  and  wend  his  way  over  hill,  through 
valley,  and  across  the  common  and  waste  land,  till  by  the 
waters  of  the  Stiff  key  river  he  came  to  the  manor-house 
by  its  side,  which  Sir  Nathaniell  and  his  father  the  Lord 
Keeper  had  lately  built. 

St  iff  key,  even  in  its  ruined  and  desolate  old  age,  is  a 
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fair  and  beautiful  wreck;  but  in  the  days  of  its  glory, 
when  tower  and  hall  were  perfect,  when  the  garden  glowed 
with  summer  flowers,  when  the  stately  terraces,  adorned 
with  statue  and  fountain,  were  all  perfect ;  when  the  mighty 
oaks  reared  their  heads  beside  it ;  when  its  courtyards  were 
thronged  with  a  retinue  of  servants  and  retainers ;  and 
the  merry  voices  of  children  mingled  with  the  graver 
accents  of  old  age ;  then  indeed  StifPkey  must  have  been 
a  type  of  the  stately  manor-houses  of  old  England. 

Ushered  into  the  presence  of  the  worshipful  Sir  Nathaniell, 
the  clerk  and  the  justice  take  counsel  on  the  case.  They 
find  no  sunmiary  jurisdiction  is  vested  in  them,  and  that 
all  that  can  be  done  is  to  indict  the  defaulter  and  bind 
him  over  to  appear  at  sessions  or  assizes  to  answer  for  his 
delinquency. 
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JamoB,  Leonard.  171 
Jaion,  Hi  chard,  I* 
Jenkenson,  Walter,  41 
Johnaon,  Robort,  37 

EenniDn.  Bobert,  27 
Eente,  Bobort,  17B 
Kinge,  Richard,  3B 
Kirbj-D,  Walter,  38 
Knolls,  -,  26 
Kyrby,  John,  173 

Lambkj-n,  Robert,  168 
Une,  Edward,  45 
I^mon,  Richard,  18 
Loodes,  George,  1 7 
Leedes,  William,  30 
linton,  Magister,  176 
Loire,  John,  179,  131 
Lynss;,  Bohert,  47 

Man,  John,  28 
Harbsm,  Ralph,  li 
HarahaU,  William,  169 


Martyn,  John,  18 
Muter,  Henry,  25 
Uaiie,  Antony,  46,  187 
Hondue,  Edwud,  16 
Moodie,  George,  181 
Morton,  Thomas,  3G 
tloiindeford,  Edw.,  28 
Miller,  Thomu,  18D 
Muslehrooke,  Edw.,  168 

Neare,  Robert,  34 
Nawhouse.  Thomut,  17B 
Nicholas,  Henry,  18 
Nowell,  Richard,  41 

Oates,  Samuel,  1 1 
Ollyet,  William,  17 
Olyet,  WLUiam,  1 1 

Parriih,  Edward,  173 
Parry,  liichard,  31 
Parje,  William,  48 
Peacock,  Simon,  20,  24 
Pender,  John,  4S 
Pendlel«n,  Godfrey,  40 
Perdtall,  John,  22 
Pinclniey,  John,  36 
Poynter,  Jacoh,  1 7 
Pylkenton,  Andrew,  29 

Reade,  William,  172 
Rechtorde.  John,  12 
Rendnll.  Robert,  166 
Rich,  Willinm,  34 
llchordson,  John,  39 
Rise,  Henry,  172 
iton,  John,  28 
Robertta,  Aleiandar,  32 
Roberts,  EdwBid,  174 
Roberta,  PuIcQs,  177 
Robbins,    or      Ropkins, 

Thomus,  32 
Robinson,  OUrer,  13 
Robynion,  lliomas,  178 
Rohynson,  John,  41 
Ropkins     or      Rohhins, 

Thomas,  40 
Ryx,  Edmund.  167 
Ryi,  Elias,  166 


Same,  Ralph,  21,  22 
BaDck  y  c,  ChriBtophor,  1 66 
Sarginaon,  LaWTanco,  12 
Sherlock,  Robert,  Ifi 
Skonington,  Edward,  29 
Blj-nno,  Edward,  43 
Soiitb,  Clempus,  14 
Smith,  James,  20 
Smith,  Peter,  31 
Smith,  Solomon,  16 
Smith,  Thomas,  38 
Smyth,  Ralph,  41 
Smyth,  Robert,  43 
Smyth.  WiUlam,  167 
Snell,  Francis,  33 
Sole,  William,  30 
Slafiord,  Thomas,  49 
Staller.  John,  176 
StalloDd.  Siunuel,  19 
Stebbyn,  Martin,  179 
StoTenson,  Alex.,  44 
Stevenson.  Launuelot,  32 
Stewardeon.  Peter,  24 
Stone,  Thomas,  16,  i6 
Stoneham,  Matthew,  180 
Swan,  Oeorge,  179 
Suclclinge,  Edmund,  176 
Sutton,  Christopher,  171 
Sympeun,  William,  37 

Taxter,  Simon,  43 
Thackwcry  William,  12 
Thomly,  John,  30 
Thoniely,  John,  48 
Thorowgood,  William,  27 
Thwaites,   Thomas,    46, 

177 
Toll,  WiUiam,  23,  35 
Tompson,  Simon,  166 
Turner,  Hugh,  171 
Turner,  John,  170 
Ty  d  eringten,  Edmund,  34 


Waterman,  Thomas,  ii 
Waters,  John,  33 
Watson,  Richard,  1 1 
Watson,  Robert,  19 
Wells.  William,  176 
Werto,  Robert,  24 


Wegton,  WiUiun,  2i 
Wldtg^  John,  17B 
mokea,  Oeorge,  13 
Willmot,  AuUiOQ}',  47 
WillianuoD,  Cath^wrt,  32 
■WillUiMon,  — ,  SB 


184 

WaUuDaon,  0«orge,  S8   i  Wntholl,  mdwid,  167 
Witton,  Cluutophar,  10     WrigU,  Bartholom«ir,13 
Woods,  Bichard,  173         Wright,  Thonua,  4t 
Woodwsrd,  Tlionui,  177    W;b<no<igh,Wiliiftm,  2B 
W00II7,  Anthony,  30 
Womooke,  lAwrenoe,  43 1  Yonger,  William,  18 


It  f  atorma's  MtW,  'goxkxt^, 

(Gibson's  Cnubnit. 


S[R.     M.    KNIGHTS, 
FEOM  THE  PAJEBS  OF  THE  LATE  MR.  A.   W.  MORANT,  F.B.A. 


The  lato  Mr.  A.  W.  Moranf,  for  mauy  years  Surveyor  to 
the  Norwicli  Corporation,  made  copious  extracts  from  the 
Norwich  Assembly  Books  of  the  sixteenth  century.  On 
leaving  Norwich  for  Leeds  he  gave  the  US.  to  Mr.  M. 
Knights,  and  the  following  curioua  particulars,  relative  to 
the  erection  of  the  ornamental  pump  in  Lower  Weetwick 
Street,  and  its  founder,  Robert  Gibson,  are  now  contributed 
from  it  to  the  Society's  pages. 

From  a  very  early  period  there  was  an  open  common 
well  for  the  use  of  tlie  citizens  a  short  distance  from  the 
public  street ;  for  it  appears  that  in  1547  the  Court  of 
Mayoralty  granted  the  parishioners  of  St.  Laurence  a  lane 
from  the  high  street  to  the  well,  together  with  the  Baid 
well,  on  condition  that  they  erected  a  door  at  the  south 
end  of  the  lane,  to  be  kept  open  in  the  day-time  and  shut 
securely  at  night.  Evidently  there  had  been  some  serious 
if  not  fatal  accident,  or  these  conditions  would  not  havo 
been  enjoined.  It  may  be  that  these  conditions  were 
frequently  disregarded,  as  their  observance  would  often 
be  inconvenient;  wherefore  Robert  Gibson,  a  wealthy 
o  2 


resident  in  the  pariBli,  erected  an  elaborately-adomed 
conduit,  on  which  he  caused  to  be  inscribed  some  doggrel 
lines  recording  the  service  he  had  done  to  his  neighbours, 
though,  as  will  appear,  he  at  the  same  time  gained  some 
personal  advantage.     The  lines  are  as  follow : — 

This  water  here  caught 
In  eorte  as  yowe  se 
From  a  Spring  is  broughte 
Threskore  Foot  and  thre. 

Ojbson  hath  it  eoughta 
From  Saynt  Laureus  Wei 
And  his  charg  this  wrowghte 
Who  now  here  doe  dwel. 

Thy  ease  was  his  coste,  not  smal. 
Vouchsafed  wel  of  those 
Which  thankful  be  his  Work  to  se. 
And  thereto  be  no  Foes. 

Robert  Gibson  was  a  beer  brewer.  On  the  27th  February, 
1575,  he  was  granted  a  lease  of  a  close,  parcel  of  the 
Gildencroft,  for  twenty^one  years;  and  on  the  11th  March 
of  the  same  year  he  was  granted  a  lease  of  two  other  closes, 
parcel  of  the  Gildencroft.  Under  26th  April,  19th  Elizabeth 
(1577),  it  is  recorded  "This  day  it  is  also  agreed  by  the 
consent  of  this  assembly  that  Robert  Gybson  shall  have 
the  little  entry  that  goeth  out  of  the  street  to  St.  Laurence 
well,  the  which  well  and  entry  lieth  between  the  tenement 
and  the  garden  of  the  said  Robert,  with  this  proviso,  that 
the  same  Robert  shall  at  his  proper  costs  and  charges  in  a 
conduit  or  cock  of  lead  bring  the  water  from  the  said  well 
up  into  the  street  for  the  ease  of  the  common  people,  and 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  same  conduit  and  cock  wherein 
the  water  shall  be  conveyed :  the  said  Robert  here  promised 
that  he  will  bind  the  messuage  wherein  he  dwelleth  to  the 
Mayor,  ehreeves,  citizens,  and  commonalty,  by  such  reason- 
able devices  as  by  the  counsel  of  the  city  shall  be  devised." 
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In  the  month  of  May,  1590,  Robert  Gibson  -vua  very 
discourteous  to  the  newly- elected  Mayor,  Thomas  Pettus. 
His  conduct  was  indeed  so  outrageous  that  it  was  put  on 
record  in  the  Assembly  Book  iu  (he  following  terms : — 
"Whereas  Robert  Gibaon,  beer  brewer,  hath  in  very  lewd 
manner  abused  Mr.  Mayor  and  that  as  well  privately  as 
openly  in  the  last  Court  of  Mr.  Mayor ;  whereupon  he  was 
commanded  to  appear  here  this  day,  and  the  said  Robert 
hath  made  default.  This  day  {Ith  May)  it  is  agreed  that 
the  said  Robert  shall  appear  at  the  next  assembly  to  answer 
his  misdemeanour  and  submit  or  else  to  be  then  discom- 
moned and  disfranchised."  It  is  probable  that  the  irascible, 
rough-speaking  Robert  Gibaon  appeared  at  the  assembly 
Knd  made  due  submission,  for  Mr.  Morant's  MS.  contains 
no  further  aliusiou  to  him  for  a  considerable  period. 

On  30th  August,  1594,  there  is  a  record  of  an  "  indenture 
sealed  to  Robert  Gibson  of  a  certain  entry  or  passage  to  the 
fountain  in  the  parish  of  St,  Laurence,  commonly  called 
St.  Laurence  Well,  for  300  years." 

Thomas  Lane,  who  was  chosen  Mayor  in  May,  1602, 
was  treated  by  Alderman  Robert  Gibson  to  some  "  scornful, 
contemptuous,  and  foul  Bpeechea."  Perhaps  the  mayor 
was  unpopular  with  the  beer  brewers,  for  at  his  election 
Thomas  Norford,  a  beer  brewer,  used  many  slanderous  and 
reproachful  speeches  as  well  of  the  proceedings  as  of 
Mr.  John  Sylver,  "  the  deputy-recorder,  namely,  that  Mr. 
Sjlver  was  a  perjured  Knave  and  a  drunken  Knave,  and 
that  they  bad  chosen  a,  new  elect  tailor  with  a.  pair  of 
shears  in  his  hand."  For  his  "un.seemly  words  and  hia 
ill  behaviour,"  the  assembly  unanimously  agreed  that 
Korford  "  shall  be  a  mere  foreigner,  and  disfranchised  and 
utterly  excluded  from  the  freedom  and  privileges  of  this 
city."  This  "eondigne  punishment"  inflicted  upon  Norford 
ought  to  have  made  Robert  Gibson,  who  had  once  offended 
and  submitted,  "buxom  to  Mr.  Mayor."    He,  however,  chose 
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to  play  a  part  which  was  inimical  to  the  public  health,  while 
he  at  the  same  time  utterly  defied  the  chief  magiatrnte. 
VThat  he  did  and  the  occiision  are  fully  set  forth  in  the 
voluminous  minute  of  August  9th,  1602,  copied  from  the 
ABScmbly  Book  by  Mr.  Morant ; — "  Whereas  the  King's 
Majesty  by  hia  seToral  proclamations  did  manifest  bis  great 
cara  and  desire  to  restrain  all  assemblies  aud  meetings  as 
well  from  the  place  and  for  the  time  of  his  coronation  and 
from  the  city  of  London  as  well  as  in  all  other  cities  aud 
Corporate  towns  and  places  where  this  infectious  sickness 
of  the  plague  was  noised  to  be,  and  also  did  give  express 
charges  and  commandment  to  all  officers  in  place  of 
authority  to  use  their  best  means  and  endeavours  to  be 
foreseeing  and  careful  that  all  occasions  of  concourse  and 
meetings  might  be  taken  away  to  avoid  tho  scattering 
and  spreading  of  tho  plague.  Aiid  although  we  had  just 
and  good  cause  to  show  all  tokens  of  thaukfulness  to  God 
for  our  present  happiness  in  our  enjoying  bo  huppy  a 
King,  yet  in  regard  of  his  Highness'  care  aud  the  increase 
of  the  plague  in  this  city,  we  did  somewhat  forbear,  but 
yet  solemnly  observed  and  kept  the  day  of  hie  Majesty's 
coronation,  which  every  true  hearted  subject  had  a  desire 
to  do ;  notwithstanding  the  unruly  multitude  not  regarding 
his  Highness'  proclamations  nor  magistrates'  commandment 
nor  the  contagious  disease  of  the  plague,  nor  contented 
with  three  or  four  mighty  shows,  sports,  and  meetings 
continuing  for  the  most  purt  of  the  afternoons  and  nights, 
whereby  great  midlitudes  were  gathered  together  as  well 
of  those  out  of  sick  houses  us  others,  and  thereby  the  plague 
much  increased,  as  thereby  died  that  week  forty-three,  and 
the  next  week  following  sixty-seven.  The  better  sort  of 
people  being  much  grieved  and  offended  that  the  under 
sort  would  not  he  stayed,  nor  by  the  magistrates  restrained, 
Mr.  Mayor  having  a  desire  to  labour  and  use  all  means 
to  suppress  and  stay  those  meetings  and  assemblies  for  the 
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causes  aforesaid,  moved  tbo  Aldermen  that  they  in  their 
Bcveral  warda  would  take  care  to  restrain  like  further 
meetings  and  assemblies,  which  took  not  that  effect  was 
hopied.  Whereupon  Mr.  Mayor,  calling  to  him  some  of 
the  ancient  Aldermen,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  requiring 
them  to  take  pains  and  travail  with  him  and  to  persuade 
the  people  to  forbear  such  further  meetings  and  assemblies 
during  the  time  of  the  infection,  who  together  with  many 
gentle  speeches  used  by  them  passed  from  street  to  street 
entreating  the  people  to  give  over  and  to  take  down  such 
things  as  were  hanged  out  and  did  minister  occasion  of  the 
concourses  aforesaid  and  were  indeed  shelters  and  shaddows 
over  the  infected  houses.  And  passing  by  the  house  of 
Mr.  Robert  Gybson,  Alderman,  who,  not  long  before,  had 
one  died  out  of  his  house  and  another  out  of  a  tenant's 
house  of  his  near  there,  both  which  houses  were  covered 
with  coverlets  and  other  things,  and  one  of  tbem  certified 
to  die  of  the  plague  and  the  other  also  as  is  reported, 
Mr.  Mayor  gently  entreated  Mr.  Gybson  to  cause  those 
hangings  and  other  things  before  his  house  to  be  taken  down, 
which  if  he  should  do  might  be  a  good  example  for  others 
to  do  the  like.  And  then  Mr.  Mayor  and  other  Aldermen 
passing  to  other  streets  and  places  within  the  city  returned 
by  Mr.  Gybson's  house  (it  being  in  his  way}  where  those 
hangings  and  things  continued  which  he  had  formerly 
.  intreated  to  be  taken  down.  Mr.  Mayor,  seeing  his  entreaty 
and  courteous  speech  was  of  no  force  nor  regard,  then  ho 
commanded  twice  them  to  be  pulled  down,  to  whom  Mr. 
Gybson,  in  spiteful  and  scornful  manners  said,  'I  would 
see  who  dare  pull  them  down,'  to  which  Mr.  Mayor 
answered,  'that  dare  I,'  and  did  take  hold  of  one  of  the 

I  hangings  and  pulled  it   down,  wlioreupon  Mr.  Gybaon,  in  _ 

the  hearing  of  a  great  number  of  people,  used  many  re-  ■ 

proachful,   scornful,   contemptuous,  and  foul   speeches   and  H 

unfitting  behariour,   and  to   disgrace  him  what  he  could.  ^H 
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The  next  day  following  Mr.  Mayor,  going  to  the  Guildhall 
with  the  aword  before  liim,  the  said  Gybson  again  openly 
in  the  streets  in  the  hearing  of  many  challenged  Mr.  Mayor 
for  his  former  doings,  using  many  threatening  speeches, 
disdainful  terms,  and  words  unfit  here  to  be  set  down. 
Shortly  after  a  libel  was  cast  abroad  containing  much 
matter  of  disdain,  reproach,  and  slander  against  ifr.  Mayor, 
hie  children  and  family.  This  day  twelve  or  thirteen  of 
the  Aldermen  with  the  Sheriffs  being  assembled  did  send 
for  Mr,  Gybson  to  come  to  them  touching  the  speeches 
and  behaviour  used  to  Mr.  Mayor,  who  being  before  them 
and  charged  with  the  misdemeanour  before  remembered, 
and  amongst  other  things  he  being  blamed  for  resorting  and 
frequenting  the  house  and  company  of  Mr.  Sylver,  who 
was  certified  to  have  died  of  the  plague,  and  did  notwith- 
standing go  into  all  companies,  to  which  in  his  former 
behaviour  scornfully  said  to  Mr.  Mayor  in  open  Court 
'that  none  would  say  so  but  Benctt,  your  companion,  that 
lewyd  fellow';  whereupon  as  well  for  bis  former  abuses 
and  misdemeanour,  as  for  his  present  siieech  in  open  court, 
not  regarding  the  place  and  presence  of  the  magistrates, 
the  good  behaviour  was  by  justices  then  and  there  present 
granted  against  bim.  This  assembly,  notwithstanding 
having  full  knowledge  what  was  done  by  the  Justices  of 
the  Peace  against  the  said  Gybson,  did  consult  and  debate 
of  the  ill-example  of  the  said  Gybson  and  conceiving  it  not 
sufierable  in  ihe  cily  did,  as  well  for  the  causes  aforesaid  as 
for  a  terror  to  olhers  in  succeeding  times,  with  one  assent, 
consent  and  agreement  (no  one  of  them  in  assembly  gain- 
saying) not  only  discharge  and  amove  him  of  his  degree  and 
place  of  an  alderman,  but  from  henceforth  with  like  consent 
do  disfranchise  him  of  and  from  the  freedom  and  liberties 
of  this  city  and  for  ever  henceforth  to  be  a  foreigner  and 
80  to  continue.  And  that  another  alderman  be  chosen  in 
his  place  and  stead  on  Friday  next  in   the  afternoon  by 
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the  inhabitantB  of  the  ward  whereof  he  was  aldermaa  ac- 
cording to  the  charter  and  liberties  of  the  city.  Present 
at  this  assembly,  Mr.  Mayor,  Mr.  Francis  Rugg,  Mr.  Thos. 
Layer,  Mr.  Richd.  Ferrour,  Mr.  Thomas  Pye,  Mr.  Roger 
Wild,  Mr.  Alexander  Thurston,  Mr.  John  Desmond,  Justices 
of  the  Peace ;  Mr.  John  Miogny,  Mr.  William  Drake, 
Sherifia ;  Mr.  John  CuUy,  Mr.  Richard  Toby,  Mr.  Thomas 
Anguish,  Mr,  Richd.  Sadler,  Garssett,  Aldermen,  &c." 

Blomefield  says  that  Gibson  made  submission,  which  is 
not  to  be  guthered  from  Mr.  Jlorunt's  notes,  for  while  on 
the  21st  September,  1603,  "Thomas  Norford  was  again 
Bwom  a  freeman  and  into  the  Common  Council,"  Mr.  Robert 
Gybson  on  the  same  day  exhibited  to  the  assembly  "  certain 
exceptions  to  be  found  touching  his  disgrading  from  his 
place  as  an  alderman  within  the  city  and  his  disfranchise- 
ment, and  to  be  merely  a  foreigner  of  and  from  the  freedom 
of  the  city."  Whereupon  ihe  assembly  "do  take  upon  them 
and  affirm  thiit  the  cause  do  wholly  concern  this  house,  aud 
the  former  act  of  assembly,  which  they  will  uphold  and 
maintain,  and  will  receive  no  exceptions  to  the  proceeding 
otherwise.  And  therefore  if  any  suit  be  urged  against 
Mr.  Thomas  Lane  or  any  other  in  particular,  or  in  general, 
for  the  causes  and  business  before  remembered,  they  mean 
and  will  defend  the  same  so  far  as  tbey  are  warranted  by 
law  80  to  do," 

Gibson  did  not  live  much  longer  to  be  a  further  source 
of  trouble.  He  died  in  1C06,  and  was  buried  in  the 
chancel  of  St,  Laurence  Church. 

An  etching  of  the  well  has  been  given  by  Cotmnn  in  his 
Norfolk  Arc/iiiecffiral  £Cc/iitii/s, -plate  s.i.  In  rebuilding  the 
Brewery,  Mr.  H.  Bullard  carefully  replaced  each  stone  of 
the  ornamental  heading  of  the  well,  with  the  royal  arms, 
and  it  mav  now  be  seen  in  the  wall  next  the  street 
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Since    the    publication    of    "  Blomefield'a "    History    in 

1739 — 1775  n  great  many  monumental  brasses,  as  well  a» 
other  valuable  objects  in  sculpture,  glass,  &c.,  have  been 
lost  by  decay,  neglect,  or  over- restoration,'  and  we  have 
every  reason  to  bo  glad  that,  in  many  instances,  their 
existence  was  recorded,  and  notes  were  taken  of  them, 
before  it  was  too  late.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  evident 
that  a  great  many  things  were  in  the  churches,  and  are 
there  still,  which  Blomefield  and  those  who  assisted  and 
succeeded  him  never  noticed  or  described  at  all.  This  is 
particularly  the  case  with  monumental  inscriptions.  Pro- 
bably considerable  numbers  more  than  exist  now  were 
left  unrecorded,  and  have  been  lost  since  the  History  was 
published;  but  many  remain,  and  it  is  very  desirable 
that  the  information  they  contain  should  be  in  print. 
Of  course  the   more   important  inscriptions  are  not  likely 

'  Tho  practica  of  covering  up  mononiontBl  slabe  by  nnw  ECnte  or  orgnns 
u  Btill,  it  u  to  bo  feared,  not  infrequent,  and  is  one  that  ought  to  ^ 
BtringGUtly  reristed  by  tho  ofBcial  cuatodiauB,  Slill  vorse  \a  the  baniBhineiit 
of  iatctcBting  old  alflnea,  to  iniikB  way  for  bo  nrnny  yards  of 


J 


I 

I 


to  have  been  omitted ;  but  any  such  recorda  may  be  uBoful, 

and  may  supply  help  to  pedigrees,  especially  when  they 
are  earlier  than  the  pariah  registers,  and  our  Society's 
pages  seem  a  suitable  place  in  which  to  preserve  them. 

The  following  pages  form  a  beginning  of  such  an  under- 
taking ;  and  it  is  hoped  it  may  be  carried  on  bo  as  to 
include  the  whole  county.  The  fifteen  hundreds  comprised 
in  this  paper  are  placed  in  alphabetical  order,  and  are 
those  of  which  the  churches  have  been  personally  visited 
by  the  Rev.  Edmund  Farrer  for  his  work  on  the  Church 
HeraMri/  of  Noyfolk.  Having  taken  rubbings  of  all  the 
brasses  in  the  churches  he  has  examined,  he  has  kindly 
allowed  me  to  compare  them  with  BhnieJield'B  Ilktorp ;  and 
therefore  the  collection  of  unpublished  inscriptions  here 
given  is  entirely  duo  to  his  industry  and  liberality.  In 
cases  where  inscriptions,  not  in  Blomefield,  have  been  since 
recorded  in  modem  antiquarian  publications,  I  have  not 
excluded  them  on  that  account,  desiring  to  give,  if  possible, 
a  complete  list  of  his  omissions.  In  several  cases  he  has 
omitted  the  less  important  words  of  the  inscriptions  he 
does  give,  or  has  mistaken  the  date,  or  has  not  preserved 
the  character  of  the  original.  These  deficiencies  T  have 
supplied  and  corrected.  There  may  still  be  brasses  re- 
maining loose  in  church  chests,  or  in  private  possession, 
to  which  I  have  not  had  access;  and  I  shall  be  grateful 
for  any  additions  that  can  be  made  to  this  list. 


H     Hundred  of  Bloficld. 

H  BLOFIELD.     (Blomefield,  vH.  210.) 

1.     (Excised  letters.) 
%\t  facrt  StpnltuB  Soljce  S^otoga  pal'  CTltor  ladings  Slici  jacc 
tor'  ftuj-  tcclic  q'  oijfit  bif  Die  Scjjcbr'  3.  tiiii  fHcctdtJiij  rui-  nic  .ppicitt'  tit' 
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Thomas  Howys,  "a  gray-friar,  Rector  of  Castlecomb  in 
"Wiltshire,  of  Blofield  and  Pulbam,"  and  Mawtby,  Norfolk, 
was  confessor  to  Sir  John  Fastolf,  and  one  of  his  executors : 
of  whom  he  "had  about  4000  [marks]  to  lay  out  in  repairs 
and  ornaments  of  churches  and  religious  houses ;  and  with 
part  of  this  he  repaired  the  church  and  chancel  of  Pnlham 
St.  Mary;  and  in  a  south  window  set  up  the  effigies  of  this 
knight  in  his  coat  and  armour  gilt,  with  his  crest,  &c., 
also  the  effipies  of  his  lady  kneeling." — Blomefield,  21.  208. 
Thomas  Ilowys  is  frequently  mentioned  in  the  Paslon 
Le  tiers. 

©rate  .p  nin  ilHargatttt  Barnarti  uits 

Jofjifi  BarnnrO  q*  obijt  iij°  W  aupati 

9°  lio'  ffl.ctrf'jctrii'*  cuj'  ait  ,ppici(t  toe'.  Smt, 

®rate  ,p  aiab>  ^o|)ie  ^gtma  &  fHargarctc 

mt  q'  quiUtn  Jlotjcs  obiit  Bit  (sic)  SptiliB 
ficcccc°ixiiij°  quDt'  aiabj  .ppicid'  tit'. 


HEUE  LTETH   ENTERRED  THE   BODY   OF  TH.\T   PIOUS 
DiaCItETE  AND   CHARITABLE   GENTLEWOMAN,   M^s 
MARGARET  PASTON  SOMETIMES  WIFE  TO  EDWARD  PASTON 

,   DAVQHTER   TO  HENKY   BERNEY   OF  REEDHAM   ESQ., 
EXPECTING   THE   COMFORT  OF  A  GL0HI0V8   RESURRECTION 
■WHOM  THOUGH   GOD   LENT   VNTO   THE   WORLD   THREE- 
8K0EE  AND   FIFTEENE  YEARE3   FOR   Y"  BENEFIT   TUEKOF 
TET  ALAS  HE  SEEMED   TO   TAKE   HER  AWAY  TOO   SOONE 
FBOM   HER   CHILDREN  AND   COUNTRY   WHERVPON  JOHN 
PASTON   ESQ.,   HER   SONNE  &  EXECUTOR,   TO   PERPETV- 
ATE   THE   FAME  OP  HER  VERTVOVS  MEMORY   HATH 
DEVOTED  UNTO   HER  THIS   PIOUS  MONTMENT  IN  THE 
YEARE   OF   CHRIST   IMl 


She  hatli  diBpemed  abroad  and  given  to  yo  pool 
&  her  righteousnesso  romumeth  for  euer.     Pa. 

A  lozenge  above,  with  arms  of  Faslon  impaling  Berntf/L' 
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5. 

DEO  OPTIMO  MAXIMO  SACRUM. 

EDVARDO  PASTONO  ARMIQERO  THOMiE  PASTONl 

EQUITIS  AURATI  HENRICO  OCTAVO  OLIM  A 

SECRETIS  CVBICVUS  FILIO  SECXJNDO  HOC 

FIUALIS  OBSEQVn  MONVMENTVM  ET 

-ETERNAM  PIETATIS  MEMORIAM  lOANNES 

PASTONUS  ARMIQER  FILITJS  PIVS  ET 

OBSEQUENS,   QEMENS,   ET  LAMENTANS 

POSVIT 
Yiyit  post  fonera  yirtua. 

Shield  above :  arms  of  Paston,  with  a  crescent  for  differ- 
ence ;  impaling  Berney.    Motto :  db  misyx  en  mievx. 


SOUTH  BTJRLINGHAM.    (vii.  227). 

1.  A  chalice  and  host :  on  the  latter  %%. 

tprag  fat  tfje  mvXt  of  S>'  OBtllT  Cutter  on  lD|)O0e  0oule 
Jejsu  liabe  mcy  tfje  xtx  tiag  of  9lu0U0t  S*"  tio'  i9S.  ii^  A  xL 

2.  WILLYAM  SMYTH  CLERKE 

WAS  BVRIED  THE  24«»  DAY 
OF  SEPTEMBER   1639.- 


BURLINGHAM  ST.   ANDREW,     (vii.  225.) 

®rate  fi  ataii}  JofiTs  blak  $c  l&atetme 
xtx'  etu0  qui  obijt  quarto  tiectmo  tite  mensts 
Septembrig  a**  tiixi  m^  b^  b".  mi'  aie  ,ppiciet*. 


BURLINGHAM  ST.  PETER,     (vii.  225.) 

1.  ®tate  ,f  ala  j^enrici  !S9iIton  IGlectoris  toti' 

ecclie  q*  obijt  T  uijilia  pagclje  a^  tf  150A.    (1507.) 

2.  ®tate  <p  afab^  ISlatiulfe  soT^lnin  et  agnetis  mfif^ 

mt  q'  obiit  2°  Uni  m''  b^  MO'  quor'  alabj  ,ppiciet'  Ue'. 

He  left  40«.  to  the  repairs  of  this  church,     (vii.  226.) 


Beneath    the    monument    to    Gregory    Mileham,     1615, 
{vii.  225)  is  :— 

ALIOLi  FTLIA  ROH'TI  MTT.TITtW  ET  ELLEN  VXOttlS  EIUS 

BAPTIZAVrr  10  MAR.  1638  6EPULTA  JOBEB  IS  IBOT 

JOHBS  FIUTJ8  PDO  BOB'TI  ET  ELLEN  BAPTIZ  FUIT 

JAN.  sa  IHO  BBPOLT  EODBM  ME 

OEEGOET  FILIU8  FDORU  KOB'TI  ET  ELLEN  BAPT 

rUVe  MAD  M  IM  BT  SEPULr  7BRI8  Si  1550 

MAROaET  FILIA  P-DOE  BOB'TI  ET  ELLEN  BAPT 

FUrr  MAB.   17  1S«  SErULTA  JAN,  a  1803 

RACHELL  FnJA  PDOfi  EOB'TI  ET  ELLEN  BAPT 

FUTT  IVL.a  1617, 

OEEQORT  TTUWa  PDoft  EOB'TI  ET  ELLEN  BAPT 

FDIT  MATT  S8  IN  DOiO  OCCTJBUrr  APE.  8  1616 

ROB'T*  Mn.RITAM  PATSB  P'DOE  SUB  HOC  TCHDLO 

EXPECTAT  BECVlfDV  ADVENTV  X'BTI  REDEMPTORIS 

QUI  OBDOEMIViT  PBB,  »  16W 

ELLEN  YXO'  EI'  CKAEIBSEUA  ET  HATEE  PDOB 

8EPULTA  FUrt  IBBIS  11  IMff. 

Outside  the  east  wall  is : — 

4.  —  MemoriEO  Sacrum.— 

Will.  Gilhnaii  heere  lies  bvried  in  dvst 
Who  thirty  two  yearea  was  a  servant  ivat 
To  masters  twoe,  the  second  whereof  came 
First  in  his  armea  to  Chvrch  to  gett  a  name 
And  least  hia  name  sliovld  with  his  bodye  dye 
Hia  master  heere  hath  plac'd  hia  memorye. 


CANTLEY.    (vii.  230.) 


OF  FRAVNCE3  GAVDYE  HERE  THE  BODYE  LYES 
TO  EDWARD  GAVDYE  ESQUIRE  WHILOM  THE  WIFE 
THE  TWENTY  ONE  OF  FEBRVARY  SHEE  DYES 
THE  GLAS  BDKNE  OUT  OF  THIS  HEK  MORTAL  LIFE 
FROM  OUARLES  LOVEL  ESQ.  HER  BREEDING  CAME 
AND  OF  HIS  DAGHTER3  THE  FIRST  BORNE  WAS  SHE 
BY  VERTV0V8  UFE  SHE  PVRCHASED  A  GOOD  NAME 
AND  WEL  BELOVED  WAS  OF  EACH  DEGREE 
IN  HEAVEN  Vf"  CHRIST  HER  80VLE  DOTH  NOW  REMAVN 
EXSPECTING  WHEN  HER  FLESH  8HAL  RISE  AOAYNE. 
ANNO  DOMYNI   1637. 


J 
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PLUMSTEAD  MAGNA,     (vii  239.) 

®rate  fi  ala  VA^ntti  jottss  qiti  lAijt  xxfx  life  tnltte 
9htgu0t{  ^n""  Imi  nf  ttuc  {f  as}'  ale  <]i|i{mt'  tints.    9tnnu 


POSTWIOK.     (vii  248.) 

®taU  ,{i  aTa  Jofte  Btatifelti  qn{  obfft  i^W  Hit  Sqitdi' 
a^  tinf  m^  b'  tUt"  niP  Sfc  fipirief  He*,    amrm 


STRUMPSHAW.     (vii.  266.) 

1.  Grate  ,f  aia  jitcelalf  Stken  mi'  aie  ^ppiciet'  l^e'. 

2.  ®tate  j[i  aia  Jo^is  ^atrgs  efid  qni  oiiit  6}'' 
tiie  ©rtcribt'  a"  Imi  m"  ceccc*  eui'  ale  jpfldtV  tie'. 


WITTON.     (vii  266.) 

®rate  fi  afa  tine  Jaliane  ^ngell 
botticis  etti'  aTe  jpfidtV  tt\ 

With  figure  of  a  lady  with  veil  and  wimplei  15  in.  in  height. 


Hundred  of  Clavering. 

BROOKE,     (x.  107.)^ 

1.  )Prage  Cot  tfie  sottle  of  3ane  fSSatb  a""  W  xb'  xliiii. 

2.  Heer  vnder  reeteth  the 

Bodie  of  Thomas  Tefmond 
gent,  whoe  deceafied 

the  13  of  July,  1626. 

3  Brooke  and  Eirsiead  are  detached  portions  of  the  Hundred  of  Clayering, 
but  are  placed  by  Blomefield  in  Loddon  Hundred,  which  rorrounds  them. 
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GREAT  ELLINGHAM.     (viii.  6.) 

1.  A  female  figure,  with  pedimental  headdress,  c.  1620. 

2.  HERE  LIETH  BVRIED  THE  BODEE  OF 
lOHN  HAMOND  GENTLEMAN  WHO 
DEPARTED  THIS  LIFE  THE   19™  DAIE 

OF  JVLY  ANNO  DNI   1632. 


HECKINGHAM.    (viii.  24.) 

®tate  fi  ala  ^ngnetis 
!S9ooti  mi*  ale  .pptctet'  tie'. 


RAVENINGHAM.     (viii.  56.) 

Blomefield  mentions  only  two  wives  of  Richard  Baspole, 
Agnes  and  Elene.'^ 

®tate  (P  atsAj  )&scatT)t  Bastpole 
aiicie  beatr'  $c  agnet'  uxor* 
Suar'  quor'  SFabj  .ppiciet  lieug. 


STOCKTON,     (viii.  44.) 

The  brass  to  John  Fale,  Rector,  rebuilder  of  the  rectory, 
is  printed  by  Blomefield,  but  he  gives  the  name  as  "  Sale," 
and  omits  the  conclusion,  after  "  conditus  est "  ; — 

—NGN  SINE  SVMO  TOTIVS  VICING  RE— 
— GIOIS  GENITV  VERI  AMORIS  INDICE.  5  DIE  MARTII.  AND  DOI  16] 


THORPE,     (viii.  57.) 

®rate  ,p  aia  Jo^is  f&oiitsi  et  i^'garete  ux'i's 

Ei*  q'  obijt  a°  W  m°  b'  xxxiii'f  cui*  ale  .ppicict  tjc*. 
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THURLTON.  (viii.  60.) 

HEAB  LYETH  THE  BODY 
OF  THOMAS  DENNY  GEN 
WHOE  WAS  BVRRIED 
THE  13TH  DAY  OF  MAY 

1646. 


TOFT  MONKS,     (viii.  63.) 

1.  ®rate  fi  atabj  Jacobt  battles  Sc  Ssaiielle 

toMxV  mt  ((  obiii  a**  W  xtt^  cccc  Iniiiij^ 


2. 


®rate  ,f  ata  STfiome  j^ert  $c  M'sttit .... 
ev  q*  obiii  a**  ff  iW^  V*  xxir  cuf  afe  ,p  .  . . 


3.  HERE  LYETH  THE  BODY   OF  ROBERT 

KEDGELL  SONN  OF  lOHN  KEDGELL  WHO 
DEPTED  THIS  WORLD  THE  OF  SEPTEM- 

BER 1606. 

4. 

HERE  LEETH  THE  BODY  OF  EDWARD  HOWLET  LATE  OF 
THIS  PISH:   DECEASED  WHO  WAS  BVREED  MAY  24.   1607 

AS  I  WAS,   SO  BE  YEE,   AS  I  AM,  YEE  SHALL  BE. 

THAT  I  GAVE  Y  I  HAVE,  THAT  I  SPENT  Y  I   HAD. 

THVS  I  END  ALL  MY  COST,   Y  I  LEFT  Y  I  LOST. 

5^  HERE  LYETH  THE  BODYE  OF  lOHN 

KEDGELL  SONNE  OF  ROBERT  KEHDGELL 
WHO  DEPTED  THIS  WORLD  THE  21   DAY 
OF  SEPTEMBER  ANNO  DNI   1610.    A  GOOD 
BENEFACTOR  TO  THE  POORE. 


WHEATACRE.     (viii.  67.) 
Blomefield  only  prints  a  portion  of  the  following  :- 

ROBT'US  LONDON  ARCA  CUM  CONIVGE  SACRA 
HAC  FATUM  SUBIENS ;  CONSEPELITUR  HVMO. 

AMBO  F(ELICES,  NVMEROSA  PROLE  BEATI 
COMPLERE  HOSPITIO  PACIFICIQ;  DIES 

P 
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HIS  AMOB  VKTS  EBAT  PIA,  QU08  RELLIGHO  IVNXIT 
rVNXIT  QV08  VTHTVS  VIVIDA  FIHMA   FIDES 

0S8A  TENET  CAEIES,  ANIliLai  PATIEBE  FIDELEB 
rVSTOEVM  EXPEETES   FVNEKIS  VSQ'   PRECE3 

ILLA  OBIIT  TVMII  .Sn^ATIS   69  j  nT.F.  OOTOB  -STTATIS   69 


Hundred  of  Deftwade, 


MORNIKGTHORPE,     (v.  286.) 

HEEB  LIBTH  THE  BODY  OF  lOH 

WAED  WHO  DYED   19  OF  MAHO 

1S26. 


STRATTON  ST.   MICHAEL,     (v.  200.) 

Wynne  uinei    ^Ll/cea    Me  ifecr  tT   tywen  - 

^u   iuiy   €>/^   Bmuaiu   tS^to   ant    /uSu 

/etna   ^^  de   J^e   &/ ^/  ^eaie^. 

Blomefield  says  this  brass  was  lost  ia  bis  time,  and  f^ives 
the  age  wrongly  as  76.  He  adds  that  "  M'  Laj'er  Vynne 
was  Curate  here  some  time." 


Hundred  of  Diss. 

SniMPLING.     (i.  155.) 


HBltlt  LYITTH  HVKTED  THE  CORPS: 
OF  ANTHONY  LE  0RY8  OENT,  YONGGR 
BON  TO  nOBART  LE  OUYS  4  SUSAN 
HIS  WIFE.    HE  ENDED  THIS  LIFE  THE 
aj""  OF  liECEMBEIt  1508. 


Here  lyeThyboktofThomas  Stones uvte 
m-inisterof  this  parhshwhodepaktedtffls 

LIFE  V  IsTdAY  OtIaNVAUI]  IGaysEINCE  OFYAOE 
OF  yS  YEAKES  >EE  FAJTHFVLW  TAVQHT  ^i-WDHD 
OF  OOD  IN  THIS  PARRISH43  YEARES  MNCWKESTJ 
*&£  Lord  HATH  CAVSE.DTHJSPA1NFVLL  SHEPERDDv! 
To  LIVE  WTTH   HIM  IN  lOVES     ETERKALt-Y,! 


L-  EAWEURGH  CHURCH. 
ACLE  CHURCH- 


There  is  no  entry  in  the  register  of  the  buriul  of  Anthony 
Le  Grys  in  1598.  The  brass  does  not  fit  the  indent  in  the 
fltone,  and  it  is  thought  probable  that  it  belonged  originally 
to  some  other  church.  The  Le  Grys  family  lived  in  Billing- 
ford  and  Dickleburgh.  The  brass  is  a  palimpsest,  and  there 
is  an  entry  in  the  burial  register  signed  by  Henry  Harrison, 
Kector,  1830,  stating,  after  recording  the  above  inscription, 
that  "  on  the  reverse  of  the  same  brass  is  also  the  underneath 
inscription,  Thomas  Le  Qrys,  Gen:  obiit  S?""  Septembris, 
Anno  a!  tat  is  suit  GO :  annoque  Dom:  1692."  This  Thomas 
was  buried  here,  and  the  entry  is  in  the  register,  "  Tho :  Le 
Grys,  Gent.,  was  buried  Sept.  28,  1692."  The  older  brass, 
therefore,  of  Anthony,  brought  from  elsewhere,  was  used 
for  him.  

Hundred  of  Earsham. 

None. 


Hundred  of  Forehoe. 

BAWBtTRGH.     (ij.  390.) 

1.  The  brass  to  William  Rechers,  Rector,  1531,  with 
inscription  given  by  Blomcfield,  has  a  good  chsHce  held 
by  the  thumbs  of  hands  out  of  clouds.  (See  illustration  and 
Haiues,  p.  cxxv.) 

2.  The  brass  to  Robert  Grote  and  Agnes  his  wife,  men- 
tioned by  Blomcfield  (ii.  391)  is  dated  28  July,  1500,  and 
not  1504.  The  male  figure  remains :  a  small  one  in  the 
usual  civilian's  costume,  with  a  bag  or  gj-pciere. 

3.  The  brass  to  Thomas  Tyard,  B.D.,  Vicar  1505,  has  a 
figure  in  a  shroud,  the  legs  exposed,  and  the  hands  crossed 
on  the  breast.     The  inscription  is  in  largo  excised  letters. 

4.  There  is  another  small  figure  in  a  shroud,  tied  above 
the  head  and  below  tho  feet,  the  face  only  exposed,  circa 
1520. 


\ 
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COSTESSEY.    (11418.) 

!•  3^ic  facet  ST^omas  Spantu 

a°  tmi  M^  F"  xit*  cuj  aTe  jpiciet'  be'. 

2.     The  date  of  the  inscription  to  "William  Wood  the 
helder  "  is  1539,  not  1533. 


Hundred  of  South   Greenhoe. 

GEEAT  CEESSINGHAM.     (vi.  101.) 

In  addition  to  the  marble  tablet  to  William  Smith  and 
Dorothy  his  wife,  mentioned  at  the  above  reference,  is  the 
following  brass,  which  supplies  the  lady's  maiden  name. 
"William  Robert"  Smith  is  probably  one  of  the  earliest 
instances  known  of  a  double  Christian  name. 

HERE  LYETHE  THE  BODY  OF  WILL  SMITHE  OF 

BOBOWE  CASTLE  IN  THE  COVNTIE  OF  SVFF. 

ESQ.  WHO  MARIED  DOROTHYE  ONE  OF  THE 

DAVGHTERS  OF  ARTHUR  HOPTON  OF  WITTAM 

IN  THE  COVNTIE  OF  SOM'SETT  ESQ.  AND  BY  HER 

.n. 

HAVING  I8SV  WILL  ROBERTE  SMITH  &  OWIN 
SMITHE  DIED  6  OF  DECEMBER   1696, 


NARBOROUGH.  (vi.  154.) 

The  following  is  on  the  sill  of  a  window,  and  records 
Henry  Spelman,  third  son  of  Henry  Spelman,  Recorder  of 
Norwich,  by  Ela  Narburgh  his  second  wife,  and  brother 
of  Sir  John  Spelman,  the  judge.  In  the  Vmtation  of 
Norfolk y  i.  252,  it  is  stated  that  he  died  unmarried,  in  1533, 


for  so  Blomefield  aays  (ti.  132) ;  but  this  brass  proves  that 
lio  died  23rd  February,  1530.  The  Visitation  nientions  that 
his  will  ia  dated  8th  February,  1530,  and  proved  20th  June, 
1533. 

©rate  ,p  aia  ^cntici  Sptlman  armig'i  ftattifl 

3(ri)iB  Spflman  militia  jlustiV  Ijni  Kigia  qui  obiil 

iiiii"  tit  iFcbruarii  il"  lini  ifl.  V.  nr  raj'  ait  .piiitirt  tit'. 


NECTON.     (vi.  49.) 


The  well-known  brass  of  William  Curfeys,  notary,  and 
Alice  hia  wife,  was  formerly  in  this  church.  The  male 
figure  and  the  inscription  were  incorrectly  engraved  by 
Cotman,  but  he  gave  the  name  of  the  church  as  the  neigh- 
bouring one  of  Holm  Hale ;  in  which  mistake  he  was 
followed  by  Chambers'  Norfolk  Tour,  \i.  630,  the  Norfolk 
Topographer's  Manual,  and  by  Boutell,  Monumental  Brasses 
and  Siabs,  p.  113,  who  also  repeats  his  error  of  dating  it 
1490  instead  of  1499.  Even  the  late  excellent  antiquary, 
Mr.  G.  A,  Carthew,  writing  specially  on  the  very  churches 
concerned,  has  not  corrected  the  error.  In  his  History  of 
West  and  East  Bradenham,  Necton  and  Holme  Hale,  p.  195, 
he  has  mentioned  the  brass  as  at  Holroe  Hale,  and  has 
given  an  illuBtration  of  the  male  figure  and  inscription, 
servilely  copied  from  Cotman  ;  which  however  is  rigbtly, 
but  inconsiatontly,  lettered  "  Necton  Church,"  although 
imder  Necton  he  had  printed  the  will  of  William  Curteys, 
and  given  particulars  of  the  chantry  founded  by  him  in 
Kecton  Church,  Such  is  the  persistent  vitality  of  this  kind 
of  error.  HaineSj  in  his  Manual  of  Monumental  Brasses, 
p,  143,  has  rightly  ascribed  it  to  Necton,  and  has  given 
the  right  date;  and  he  also  states  that  the  figure  of  the 
wife,  which  Gough  had  described  {Sopul.  Moti.  ii,  277),  was 
then  (1860)  in  the  possession  of   J,   B.  Nichols,  Esq.,  of 
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Parliament  Street  (pp.  cxxviii  234.)  The  inscription 
only  now  remains,  and  is  a  rare  example  of  the  Roman 
method  of  computation  by  calends,  &c.,  on  monuments. 

®rate  «p  alab;  tDSaU  Cutters  notarii  fc  9Iicie  ux'to  tV  q^  ohitiut 
\^  kafetiias  iPlarttj  a""  If)u  iWl^'ccccIxxixtx  quot'  aiab;  ^ppicief  ttt\   am. 

Blomefield  mentions  (vi.  50)  that  at  that  time  the  reading 
desk  at  Necton  stood  ''on  a  gravestone  of  gray  marble, 
having  a  portraiture  and  a  plate  of  brass  inscribed,  but  so 
covered  as  not  to  be  legible."     This  was  probably  the  brass. 


Hundred  of  Guiltcross. 

None. 


Hundred  of  Henstead. 

ROCKLAND    ST.  MARY.     (v.  486.) 

The  following  inscriptions  are  mentioned  by  Blomefield, 
but  are  not  given  in  full. 

1.  HERE  LAIETH  THE   BODIE  OF 
ROBERT  COCKE  THE   YOVNGER 
GENTLEMAN,   WHO  DEPARTED 
THIS  LIFE  THE  XXIII  DAY- 
OF  IVNE  ANNO  DOMINI 
-1638  HIS  AGE  WAS 
TWENTY  TWO  YEARES. 

2.  LIKEWISE  HERE  LIETH  THE 
BODIE  OF  JOHN  COCKE  THE 

SONN  OF  Y  SAID  ROBERT  WHO 
DEPARTED   THIS   LIFE  Y   26 
OF  OCTOBER  ANNO  DOMINI 

1638. 
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SURLINQHAM.     (v.  466.) 
A  chalice  and  ho8t,  circa  1500. 


TEOWSE.     (v.  461.) 

The  brass  to  the  wife  of  Eoger  Dalyson,  1585,  has  a  good 
figure,  in  brocaded  dress  and  ruff. 

The  following  is  given  as  "  1708,  set.  76." 

I^ERE  LYETH  INTERRED  THE 

BODY  OF  ELIZABETH  THE  LO 

UING  WIFE  OF  THOMAS  OLYPWELL 

OF  TR0W8E  NEWTON  WHO 

DEPARTED  THIS  LIFE  Y-  20«»  DAY 

OF  AUG-t  ANNO  DOM:    1728  AGED  63.  (or  68?) 


The  brass  to  Thomas  Blenerhayset,  1590,  at 

YELVERTON, 

is  giyen  by  Blomefield  (v.  494)  as  Bleverhayset.  It  is  in 
small  Roman  characters,  not  black-letter.  That  of  Margaret 
Aldriche,  1525,  has  a  very  small  figure,  with  long  hair. 


Hundred  of  Humbleyard. 

COLNEY.    (r.  3.) 

HERE  LYETH  Y  BODYE  OF  ROBERT  PYTCHER 
INTERRED  WHOE  DEPARTED  THIS- 

LIFE  Y   18™  OF  MAY   1641- 

(Blomefield  has  May  Ist.) 

The  brass  to  Henry  Alikok,  Rector,  1502,  has  a  chalice 
and  host. 
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Hundred  of  Loddon. 

BROOME,     (x.  110.) 

In  the  splay  of  a  south  window  in  the  nave  a  stone  has 
been  placed  upright,  having  the  remains  of  a  brass,  circa 
1450.  It  has  represented  two  small  kneeling  figures,  with 
a  scroll  proceeding  from  the  hands  of  each,  surrounding  a 
square  plate,  now  lost,  which  probably  contained  the  usual 
representation  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  or  the  Blessed  Virgin 
and  Child.  There  were  three  shields :  two  above,  of  which 
the  dexter  one  remains,  and  is  enamelled  in  colours.  Ermine, 
a  chief  indented  gides,  de  Brome ;  impaling.  Cheeky,  a  fess 
(sable  P  Winter  ?) ;  and  one  below  with  de  Brome  alone.  On 
one  of  the  scrolls  is  a  versicle  which  I  cannot  find  in  any 
psalter  or  service-book : — 

STrtbuIarer  0t  ntmiiz  [nedcirem]  midertcortitas  tuadbne. 

The  other  is  gone  except  the  last  two  words  ....  tuam  bne. 
This  may  have  been  the  memorial  of  Robert  de  Brome,  Esq., 
lord  of  the  manor,  who  died  in  1455,  and  Oliva  his  wife. — 
Bloraef.   X.    109.       She   may  have   been   the    daughter   of 
Edmund  Winter,  of  Baniingham,  and  Olive  his  wife. 


HEDENHAM.     (x.  145.) 

1.  A  chalice  and  host. 

©rate  fi  aTa  JSici  fflrcne  quonli'  Uector' 
igti'  ecclie  q*  obiit  in  a°  tini  m°  ccccc°  i]\ 

(Haines,  pp.  clxxviii.  139.) 

2.  ©rate  ,p  aTa  tmi  9Slatiulp{)i  palmer  quobl 
l&ectoris  isti'  ecclTe  qui  obiit  anno  ^xii  m° 
ccccc°  1X1°  niiug  ale  .ppi'cictur  beug. 

3.  ^rag  for  t{)e  sotolc  of  Sofjn  lambtr 
on  tobose  gotole  S^ii  j^aue  litcu. 


I 
/ 


4.  ©rate  ,p  "'^  3ot|ir 

lcli[|)cma  rt  ,p  q'b'  tenc  [pro  quibuo  Icnclut,  i.r.,  oratE.] 

5.  Eictjtman  tbi'a  ciite  of  fioust  anti  name 
Stjon  T'c&e  in  IJtrtutfl  gaallta  anli  famt 
illif  fgue  anti  tintntoE  laoe  a(  iHatc 
fftom  iis  to  goti  tiili  lafet  ijis  wage 

anna  1595. 

6.  On  mural  monument  to  Robert  Bedingfeld,  Esq., 
1600,  Blomefield  prints  the  first  six  lines  of  the  inscription 
(k.  146)  :— 


.    WIN  AGAIN. 


bnt  omits  the  remaining  ten,  viz, — 

Yir  WHEN  I  THINKe  \TPON  SVCH  OUTB  07  GRACE  AS  GOD  HOT  LENT. 

MY  LOSSK  HIS  OAVNE  I  MTST  AWHILE  WITH  lOTFVLL  TEARE3  LAMENT. 
TOSQB  YBHE8  TO  YEELD  SVCH  FKVIT  ON  EABTH  WHER  SEEDE  OF  VICE  IB  SOWNE. 

18  SOMETIMZB  HEAD  DJ  HOME  PIuVCB  SEENE.  BMONGST  VS  SELDOME  KNOWNE, 
SO  FAST  TO  FREIND  AND  FOE  TO  FEWE,  80  flOOD  TO  EVERIE  WEIGHT 

I  MAT  WELL  WISH,  BVT  HAKDLTB  HOPE.AOAYSE  TO  HAVE  IN  SIGHT 
THE  GEEATEK  lOT  HIS  LITE  TO  ME,  HIS  DEATH  THE  GREATER  PAYNE, 

HIS  LIFE  IN  CHRIST  BO  8VRELIE  SETT.  DOTH  GLAD  MY  HART  AQATNE. 
_  HIB  LIFE  BO  GOOD  HIS  DEATH  BETTER  DOTH  MINGLE  MIRTH  WITH  CARE, 

t  SPIRIT  WITH  lOY.  MY  FLESH  W'm  qheIF.  80  DEIARE  A  CHILD  TO  SPAKE. 


LODDON.     (x.  161,) 

1.  A  heart  held  by  hands,  out  of  clouds.  Upon  the 
heart,  "CrtDo":  upon  two  scrolls  proceeding  from  it,  "tiuoD 
rrtemptor  mcus  uiuit,"  ■'  in  carnc  iiua  uiDtbo  IjEum."  The 
third  scroll  is  lost.     Underneuth  : — 

©rate  .p  afa  lianiBit  TiJEHilltis  qui  obijt  lifjj 
tiit  mens'  nautlins  anno  trni  ffH  CCCTd 
SEiascahnn  sttio  cut'  air  .ppititt  Ije"  amt'. 


On  a  shield,  an  ornamental  letter  D,  enctosing  a  small  v. 
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2.  ®rate  p.  ata  ]&ogert  ®Is 

toortje  a.  tio^  m.  b*  iibi°. 

3.  ®rate  ^p  ata  jlotito  gate  ^  iWargerete 
bffo  jjue  quor'  alabj  .ppfcict'  tie*.    Sine.  . 

4.  ®rate  ,p  ata  Sugtitttss  JSettg  que  obtjt 
S'*  bni  ifH°  b'  nii  dui'  ale  ,pp(ciet  W. 

5.  ®rate  ,p  aia  ^ieijolai  Cabell 

gen'ogi  q*  obijt  a**  tmi  1518. 

6.  HIO  lAOET  SARA  FILIA  ROBERTI  BARNARD  GEN* 
NVP  VXOR  EDWARDI  HOBARTE  FIUI  lACOBI 
HOBARTE  ARMIG'I  QVA  OCTO  ANOS  NVPTA  17 
DIE  FEBRVARH  ANo  DNI  1611   FILIVM  PEPERIT 
VOCAT'  lACOB  ET  16  DIE  MARTII  FXIME  SEQUENTE 
GRAVE8Q?  DOLORES  ADMIRANDE  PATIENTIA  PASSA 
LANGVESSENS  lESV  CHRISTV  VNIOV  SALVATORE 
CONTINVE  INVOOANS  DIEM  CLAVSIT  EXTREMV. 

7.  Two  figures,  a  man  and  his  wife,  in  gowns  and  ruffs. 

HERE  LYETH  THE  BODY  OF  lAMES  HOBART  ESQ.   &  FRAN- 
CIS HIS  WIFE  DAVGT  VNTO  S^  WILLIA  DRVRY  OF  HAVSTED 
IN  Y  COVNT  OF  SVFF  KNIGHT  WHO  LIVED  TOGETHER  60  YEB 
AND  HAD  ISSVE  8  SONES  &  6  DAVGT  SHE  DEPTED  THIS  LIFE 

TH  ARY 

12  OF  IVNE  1609  AND  HE  DEPTED  THE  6  DAY  OF  FEBRV  1615 

HIS  AGE   91 

TY 

FOR  VERTVE   &  HOSPITALI 
DEO  HOMINIBVSQj  CARL 

On  a  square  plate  the  arms  of  Hohart :  impaling  Drury 
quartering  FresseL  Two  helmets  and  crests  respecting  each 
other. 
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MUNDHAM.     (x.  171.) 

1.  Of  yow'  charite  pray  for  the  soule  of 
Henry  Osbom*  whois  bbdie  lieth  buried 
undre  this  ston  &  died  the  xxiij  daie  of  Ma- 
che  in  the  yere  of  ou"^  lord  God  A.  m®  ccccc<» 
&  xxxviij  &  in  the  xxix  jere  of  the  Reign 
of  our  sou'eign  lord  kyng  Henry  the 

viij.     On  whois  soule  Jesu  haue  m'cy.     Amen. 

2.  Under  a  shield  of  Harborne  impaling  Bacon,  the 
following  inscriptions.  The  stone  is  mentioned  bj'^  Bloraefield, 
with  the  name  and  date,  and  he  adds  six  lines  of  verse 
quite  different  from  the  real  ones. 

HERE  VNDER  LYETH  THE  BODY  OF  WILLIAM 
HARBORNE  ESQVIRE  WHO  DEPARTED  THIS 
UEF  THE  7™  OF  NOVEMBER,    1617- 

BEHOLD  A  DEAD  MANS  HOWBE  WHO  FVLL  OF  DATES 
BETIfiDE  HERE  FROM  THE  WORLD  DESERT  AND  PRAISE 

SHOVLD  srrr  vppon  his  grave  ye^tvovs  strife 

THIS  TO  IN8TRVCT  AND  THAT  TO  WRIGHT  HIS  LIFE. 
HEIRES  spare  YOYR  COST  HE  NEEDS  NO  TOOMBE  IN  DEATH 
WHO  EMBASSAODE  FOR  QVEENE  ELIZABETH. 
HIS  NEXT  WILL  BE  WHEN  AT  THE  GENERALL  DOME 
GOD  SENDS  HIS  SOYLE  TO  FETCH  HIS  BODYB  HOME. 


/^preparbN 
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SEETHING,     (x.  177.) 

1.  ®rate  <p  aFab}  UunmcviSi^  sponar  fc 
tSStllmi  Sponar  quor'  alabj  ^pptcfet'  tut'. 

2.  ®rate  <p  ata  Slictu^  Sponar 

mi*  aTa  .ppiciet'  tt\    Sme. 


WOODTON.     (x.  192.) 

1.  Figure  of  a  lady,  kneeling,  with  square  flat  headdress 
and  furred  cufi^ 

©rate  ,p  ala  i,ptiani  !6acon  tp  obijt  ifaij**  tiie 
fdituarij  a«  W  xte  b*  mij**  cuj'  afe  ,ppiciet'  \sz\ 

2.  ^rag  for  tf)e  atnxl  of  ST^omas 

3S;opp5ng  on  ijolngd  soul  3e0u 
fjaue  marcs  a**  W  M^  IJ'  Ixxb^ 

3.  HERE  LYETH  THE   BODY  OF  THOMAS 

FFENN  WHO  DEPARTED  THIS  LIFE  THE 
FIRST  OF  NOVEMBER  IN   THE  YEAR  [blank.] 


Hundred  of  Mitford, 

EAST   DEREHAM,      (x.  213.) 

1.  The  full  inscription  on  the  brass  of  Etheldreda  Castell, 
of  which  Blomefield  only  gives  the  name  and  year,  is 

©rate  ,p  aia  iEt{)cllJrctie  Castell  generose  que  obijt  ibij**  bie 
meg  Euilj  3°  \\\\  fH°  cccc  Ixiibj**  cuf  aie  .ppiciet  be*.    9me. 

Her  figure  also  remains,  a  good  small  one,  with  tight  sleeves 
and  butterfly  headdress. 

2.  The  brass  to  Edmund  (name  omitted  by  Blomefield) 
Kelyng,  Vicar  1479,  has  a  small  half-figure  in  the  chasuble. 

1  Sic. 
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MATTISHALL.     (x.  226.) 

1.  A  small  figure  of  a  civilian,  circa  1450,  not  mentioned 
by  Haines. 

2.  The  brass,  with  a  figure,  to  Geoffirey  Dene,  is  called 
by  Blomefield  Geoffrey  Davy. 

3.  ®rate  ^f  aia  fcaterine  belD  q*  obfjt  bi° 
tife  mwf»  auflustij  a**  Imi  M""  F*  aaj. 

4.  M  JAMI BVRIED  THE  XI  DAY 

OF  APRILL  ANNO  DMN  1613 

HE  DID  PROPESSE  THE  LAWE 

YET  HE  EMBRACED  PEACE 

ABHORRED  BRIBES  AND  THERFORE 

NOWE  HIS  SOVLE  DOTH  LIVE  AT  LAST. 

5.         fflorance  toaujsfjtn:  to  artfjur 

t0as  iuxiti  tift  xx^  of  mage  1614. 

6.  ilFtantfd  Cto0f)oR)i  bututu 

25  ^Satcfj  1615- 
Ideate  Ige  tfitet  0g0ter0  burfetn  f)eate 

tfieg  tigeti  all  tfitee  tDttfjtn  a  geare 
ibg  fagtfi  {n  Cfnrtdt  tijeg  libetn  iDell 

tf)eref(nre  iDftfi  (Cfitfet  tf)efr  soubs  bo  titnill* 

7.  Susanna  Croasold  buryed  y* 

25  daye  of  Maye  ano  1617 

whose  Bodye  lyeth  Buryed  here 
together  with  thre  Sisters  deer. 

8.  POST  TENEBRAS  SPERO  LVCEM. 

HERE  LYETH  THE  BODY  OF  ANN   WAITES  (P)  SOME 
TIME  WIFE  OF  lAMES  MOTT  THE  FATHER  OF  lAMES 
MOTT  WHO  WAS  BVRIED  Y»  X  OF  lANV.  A.  DNI  1621  (?) 
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9.      HERE  VNDER  RESTETH  THE  BODY  OF  IVDETH 
ELDEST  DAVGHTER  TO  ARTHVR  ORESHELD 
LATE  WIFE  TO  JOHN   BARKER  OF  MATISHALL 
WHO  DEPARTED  THIS  LIFE  AVG  THE   16,    1661 
MORTVA  DVM  VIXIT  MVNDO  QVIA  VIVERET  ILLA 
CJELESTI  RESONANS  0  ANTIC  A  VIVA  DOMO- 


REYMERSTON.     (x.  242.) 

The  brass  inscription  called  by  Bloraefield  "  Bobt.  Tyche- 
pole  "  is  to  "  Robert  ffychepoole  10  Jan.  1509." 


THUXTON.     (x.  254.) 

1.    fl^ere  Igetf)  tfje  botige  of  lofin  ffutter  lat  of  STfjtUHSton 
(Smtellman  Id^o  tiqiertet)!  t})t0  present  iDorRi  tf)e  stij 
tiage  of  Imuarge  SI**  1572  antu  tnasi  burgeti  t^e 
sbitj**"  liage  of  g«  same  iWontf)  tDi)O0e  0oule  gob  for  ijts 
mercse  0mti  a  iosfull  iSlrfierrecson  a  men. 

2.  MARY  SEFFOWLE  BVRYED  IN  THIS  PLACE 
SECOND   WIFE  TO  GREGORY  PAGRAVE  WAS 

OF  HER  HE  HAVE  CHILDREN  TOO  SONES  ONLY 
THE  ELDEST  NAMED  ROBT  Y  OTHER  GREGORY 
HIR  SOVLE  CHRIST  TORE  TO  HIS  ENDLES  MERCY 

TH 

THE  XI   OF  IVNE  M.D.   EIGHT  AND   SEVENTY. 

3.  THIS  BODIE  BVRYED   IN  THIS  GRAVE 
WAS  THIRD  WIFE  OF   GREGORY  PAGRAVE 
KATHERIN   PIGEON   WAS   HER  FIRST  NAME 
RICH   IN   FAYTHE   AND   HONEST   FAME 

WUOS  VERTVES   &   WORKS  BREIFLY  TO  DECLARE 
MANY  POORE  FOLKS  DID  FELE  WHAT  TUEY  WERE 
THIS  LIFE  SHE  ENDED  THE  FIFTENTH  OF  IVLY 
THE  YERE  OF  GRACE  M.D.  SIX  AND  NYENTY 
HIR  SOVLE  REST  IN  lOY  BY  GODS  EKE  MEUCY. 
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Hundred  of  Taverham. 

ATTLEBRIDGE.     (x.  402.) 

®rate  ^p  afa  Solus  ISSafsn  be  attdbttsfi^  q^  obtjt  xxtj''  bu 
Plea'  3unij  aniui  bni  m''  ccct*  Ibif  cuj'  aie  ^pptciet'  be'    ante* 

2.  The  inscription  to  Hugh  Deen  and  Joan  his  wife, 
1486,  is  given  as  ''Denne."  There  was  a  representation 
of  a  heart  above  it, 

3.  Blomefield  briefly  mentions  the  following  as  "  Park, 
1483." 

®tate  (P  ala  SC^ome  Pecfc  qui  obtit 

T  feato  icf  laurenctj  a**  bi  m*  cccc°  limiij. 

4.  In  the  inscription  to  "William  Elys  are  some  slight 
errors.     It  is : — 

3^ic  jacet  dorpua  fflEiUT  Elgs  filij  b  («V)  Jereb'  BKilU 
d^lgd  unf  ISaront}  dcakcattj  bnt  ]6legt0. 

The  date  is  about  1480—1500. 

5.  A  small  chalice  and  host. 

®rate  ,p  ala  bni  fi^rgfj  cugns 
Sam  qucitia  bfcatij  Idti'  £cclecte* 

In  the  list  of  Vicars  Blomefield  mentions  William 
Conyngham,  without  any  date  of  institution,  who  was 
succeeded  by  John  Cross  in  1525. 

6.  fl^ere  Igttfi  burteti  tfie  imtis  of  9Ia(anbtt 
Sabtnsfelti  gent.  iDfjo  beparteb  tfjfd  Igfe 

tf)e  lix  bag  of  Sulg  an**  Bni  1588 
O^to  u(  bg  nature  i)e  bias  l0Toug[)te  &  bias  as  nobie  be  bie 
So  nobie  bg  Deatf)  ije  10  f)^f<  (ougf)t,  ^  00  trijall  bie  all  be. 

He  was  a  son  of  Humphrey  Bedingfeld  by  Mary  Castell  his 
wife. —  Vmtatim  of  Norfolk,  i.  168. 
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FRETTENHAM.     (x.  420.) 

Frettenham  Church  and  some  of  its  inscriptions  are  men- 
tioned by  Blomefield  under  Maideston  (Mayton)^  a  lost 
parish  now  apparently  merged  in  Frettenham. 

1.  The  rhyming  inscriptiom  to  Alys  Bumham,  wife  of 
GKles  Thomdon,  beginning  ''  ®  crtjst  {^u/'  has  a  good  small 
figure  of  a  lady  with  the  horned  headdress  and  yeil,  and 
large  wide  sleeves,  c.  1430. 

2.  The  rather  obscurely-worded  inscription  to  Margaret, 
wife  of  Gylys  Seynclowe,  Esq.,  "domina  de  Mayton,'* 
daughter  of  John  Whyte,  second  son  of  Sir  John  Whyte, 
Knight,  by  Alice,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Robert  Bumham 
of  Lynn,  1435,"  has  a  somewhat  unusual  ending,  omitted 
by  Blomefield  :  **  ,p  quor'  aiabj  Tt'cibat." 

3.  A  figure  of  a  lady  with  the  horned  headdress,  an 
ornamental  girdle  round  a  high  waist,  and  tight  sleeyes 
with  cu&,  c.  1440.     No  inscription.     (See  illustration.) 

4.  ®rate  ,p  aia  ISloberti 

Bres . .  ce  cuius  aie 
.ppicfetur  tini0  amen. 

5.  ®rate  <p  aia  ti^ome 

gtortne  generogi  q' 
obijt  a**  bo'  xtC^'m. 

Thomas  Storme  of  Stanninghall,  willed  to  be  buried  at 
Frettenham.     (Blomefield  says  in  1534 :  x.  464.) 

6.   HERE  LYETH  THE  BODY  OF  RICHARD  WOODES 
MASTER  OF  ARTES  WHO  DYED  AN^   1620  HAVE- 
FNG   COTINVED   A   PAYNFVLL  AXD   TKOFITABLE 
MINISTER  OF   GOD   VNTO  THIS  FISH   48   YEARES. 


1.  Margaret,  wjrEot  John  Ebb-ne-^  Ese-,  J5-74-,Reed>iamCiiijr^K 
2,  A  Lad;/-,  c.  J440,  Frettenliam  Church 


HELLESDON.     (x. 


0.) 


ftic  jacEt  Cljcmr  f^nU 
(Eorp'  ate  t)c'  .pjitcict'  ncrlsus. 
ThomaB  Ilert  is  in  Blomofield'a  list  of  Eectors,  presented 
in  1448. 


HORSTEAD.     (x.  444.) 

1-  ©ratt  ,p  afa  Stnnci  ISrrt). 

2-  ©rate  .p  aia  Isalidla  Brrtt. 
These  two  small  inscriptions  appear  to  be  c.  1480, 

3.  The  brass  inscription  to  Nicholas  Aylaude,  1G07,  is 
called  by  Blomcfiold  "Hylande."  He  has  given  the  niinio 
correctly  in  the  list  of  Rectors  as  presented  in  1571. 

4. 

HEBE  LYETH   EDWABDE  BKEES   GENT.  WHO  DECEASED 
[  THE  2*  DAY  OF  AVaVST  1826  *  IN  V  S*  VEAKE  OF  HIS  AGE. 

r  DID  NOT  REIOYCE  BYCAVSE  MY  SVIISTANCE  WAS  GEEATE 
y  KOE  BYCAVSE  MYNE  HANDE  HAD  GOTTEN  MVCH.     Job  31. 

5.     Ann,  daughter  of  John  Tounshend,  died  Feb.  19,  not 
[  17,  1636. 

Henry  Ward,  to  whom  there  is  a  long  inscription, 
I  with  arms,  died  4  May,  not  March,  1645,  aged  86,  not  85. 

Several  texts  of  Scripture  appended  to  other  inscriptions 
I  are  omitted  by  Blomedeld. 


SPIXWORTH.     (x.  455.) 

1-        ©rate  ,p  aia  ©rtrforij  tgiisUD  q'  obijt  En 
fefito  ^Bsupcots  bit  mnxit  3°  60'  m°  recce"  lii 
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2.    ©ratt  jr  aTntij  lo^'ifl  fits  .  . 
ui'ui  EJ'  qnoi;'  aialij  ,ppici  .  . 
The  rest  has  been  recently  lost. 


©rate  .p  aia  fftatgatdt  ^ijamt  i^up'  ui'i'fi  STfiomt 
5Ei)0tnt  q'  oJiijt  ijj°  tiie  Bfpttbi'  a°  i"  m"  b'  ibij  ciij  aJt 


SPROWSTON.     (x.  463.) 

1.     The    brnas    to   John    Corbet,    briefly    mentioneii    by  ' 
Blomcfield,  haa  kneeling  figures  of  himself  in  armour  (the 
upper  half  lostj  and  hia  wife :  wifh  four  sons  behind  him, 
and  aix  ditughtera  hehiud  her  ;   with  three  shields  of  arms 
of  Corbet  and  Bei-ney. 

J^tre  uuliEt  tljia  CamfaE  Ipdlj  Irtitirt  3n  ll)r  mcrcn  of  JIIjEatia  €f)rnat  t&t  1 
dC  3oi)n  (!rorl]£t  ffquntr  nnli  jiaiu  ijis  WntE  wfiirf)  3afn  Srccaaili  2«  ufal 
tiag  of  Dcceinbci:  '3n°  tiiii  fH  ccccc  lii  antj  g'  sail)  3am  tpgeD  g*  tag 
of  H"  til"  ti°       faifictiB  Botife  &  30u!t  goti  grant  a  jogful  rre'cnc 

If  his  will  is  dated  2G  Dec,  1558,  { Vk.  of  Norf.  i.  35)  it 
must  have  been  proved  10  Juu.,  1559-60,  not  10  Jan. 
following. 


J^m  Igrtb  g'  botrie  of  Kobrrt  Spclman 
tf)c  i  fionnt  of  Jloljn  iejselman  of  flar^ 
boroitgi)  isqugrr  ia"'  Kobirt  licctaBEli 
lijr  li'^  Sag  nf  Sanuarg  S"  1585. 


TAVERHAM.     {x.  472.) 


t  OEtobt*  ^1 


©rate  ,p  aia  3o!)ia  Stoh"  ©cntraai  q'  obijt  fj°  bit  o 
a°  bo'  m°  ccc:°  Irxibj"  tuj'  aie  .ppitirt'  tit'.    nmEn. 
Haines   {Mamtal,   p.    149)    mentions   a   chalice    and    in- 
scription for  John  Thorp,  priest,  1515. 


d 


WROXHAM.     {x.  477.) 

VNDER  THIS   STONE    IN   HOPE   OF  A    lOTFVLL   RESVEKECT 
SLEEl'ETH  THE  BODVE  OF   MARGARET  THE  WYFE  OF 
ROBERT  BOOTH   CL.\RK   DECEASED    17   SEPT.    1633.  -ti- 
MANS  LiTE  IS  USCERTAYNE  A8  BY  ME  DOTU  APEARE 
MY  SOVLE  IS  IN  HEAVEN  THOVQH  MY  BODY  LIE  HEARE 
DEATH  HATH  V3  DEVYDED  VNTYL  CHRYST  COME  AG.'\.YNE 
THEN  SHALL  WE  BE  lOYNED  AND  TOGF^THER  REMAYNE 
MY  BODY  TH4T3  MORTALL  THEN  VPRAYSED  SHALL  BE 
AND  SOE  LYVE  IMMORTALL  NEVER  AFTER  TO  DYE.  -t»- 

Robert  Booth  was  presented  to  this  vicarage  in  1589. 


Hundred  of  IValsJtant. 

ACLE.     (si.  93.) 

1.    ®tate  ,p  ajabj  t^iUiiit  I9an  &  Emmc  ui'  eiic 
nbijt  S*  Sni  m°  ccccc"  fa°  q°  aiabJ  .ppiiitt'  ticus. 


2. 


®T.itc  pro  aia  Sotjie 
aij'  air  .ppiritt  it'. 


13almrr 
3mtn. 


(c.  1520.) 

A  small  hair-lengtli  figure,  with  pointed  beard,  ii 
raff,-  scull  cap,  and  preaching  gown :  hands  joined  ii 
prayer.     (See  illustration,  p.  201.) 

HERE   LYETH   Y   BODY   OF  THOMAS   STONES  LATE 
MINISTER   OF  THIS  PARRISU  WHO   DEPARTED   THIS 
LIFE  Y   lO^DAY  OF  lANVARIJ  1827   BEINGE  OF  Y  AGE 
OF   73   YEARES.   HEE  FAITHFVLLT  TAVOHT  Y  WORD 
OF   GOD   IN  THIS   PABRISH   i3   YEARES   4   NOW  REST 


3.     A  small  figure  of  a  man  in  a  furred  gown,  with  large 

sleeves ;  a  rosary  pendent  from  his  hands :  the  head  lost. 

®rate  ,p  aia  JIabia  Stuannt 

qui  obift  x\  tiic  .Sanundj  S°  bo' 

m°  fa"  iiiiij  nij'  aie  .jipicirt  fit'. 

Q   2 


i 
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BEIGHTON.     (xi.  99.) 

1.  ®rate  ^p  ala  JfofjTs  SEgmpe  q^  obtjt  jbf  tiie 
Septelrt'  a**  tmi  tn**  b*  niiif  CEuj'  aTe  ,ppiciet  tie' 

2.  ®rate  ,p  aTa  lEsabelle  tiune  nup  ux'ts  3o^i0 

fjune  q'  ohiii  2**  tio*  m''  b*  iib**  mi'  ale  ,ppictet  tie'. 


HALVERGATE.  (xi.  105.) 

1.  ^it  jacet  Jlo^es 

tirgma  cuj'  aie  ^ppiciet. 

2,  3.  A  palimpsest.  A  coarsely-executed  bust  of  a 
woman  with  a  turban  headdress. 

.  .  .  Irgtije  ]6lo&arti  £lnane  anti 
.  •  one  (?)  fjga  togfe  a"*  tio^  tn*  b'  il 

On  the  reverse,  the  bust  of  an  ecclesiastic,  with  short  hair, 
a  cowl  round  his  shoulders,     c.  1420.     (See  illustration.) 

ffrater  Wiills  3txntrti\x. 

4,  5.     Another  palimpsest : — 

Prag  for  tfje  Soule'  of  Eobati  ffioltoorti  $c  Sate'ine 
\}i»  tngfe  on  b}{)ot0  0oule  Irgu  {)abe  tnrg 
a**  tini  tn°  ccccc°  iliij.    (Bi  <p  quibj  tcnentur. 

On  the  reverse  : — 
J^ere  restgt!)  g«  botig  of  elisabet!)  g"  togf  of  tljos  g*  lorli  scales  ge  bjort 
©toglu  ge  tiotot'  of  g'  nobgl  lorU  bartjolf  T  !)gs  tiagcs  rgtfj  tiobJtJjtg. 
5Co  qb3O0e  sotole  I'lju  sentie  g«  tiropgs  of  gi  plcntebotos  tncrcg 
So  g*  aftgr  gi's  ob3tlab)rg  sclje  abgtie  b3gtJ)  g''  Jjolg  i  m  .ppetuel  glorg. 

Burke's  Extinct  Peerage  states  that  Robert y  fifth  Lord 
Scales,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William,  Lord 
Bardolf,  and  that  he  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  in  1402. 
The  above  inscription  appears,  from  its  literary  form,  to 
be  about  thirty  years  later.  Thomas  appears  to  be  an  error. 
(See  Notes  ami  Queries,  6th  Series,  xii.  426,  and  7th  Series, 
i.  11.) 


aattigiiteMni 


HaLVEHGATE  OHtiRCH  NORI'Oi^K 


^  * 


m 


iii 


t 
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6. 

HERE  LTETH  BVRIED  THE  BODY  OF  ELYSABETH  WELLS 
WIFFE  OF  HENRY  WELLS  OF  THIS  TOWN  WHO 
DEPARTED  THIS  LIFE  THE  XX«»  OF  APRILL  IN  THE 
YEARE  OF  OVR  LORD   1618  ATATIS  SViE  LXXXVH. 


HEMBLINGTON.     (xi.  107.) 

1.  ®rate  ,f  aTa  matgarete  blakke  que 
obijt  lib**  tife  tneng'  tnag  31**  tini  m** 
ccccc^  Iixii*  nij'  ale  ,ppiciet'  tieua. 

2.  ©rate  ,p  aTa  ^utxit  Brag 

q*  abijt  liiif  tite  a^pl'  a**  W  m«  b'  b. 

3.  ®tate  ,))  ala  WHlli  Blake  q'  obtji  xxfa^  tJte 
3nnli  a^  tint  txc  ccccc*  ixij**  cuj'  afe  jupfciet'  tie', 

4.  ®tate  ,p  aTa  tinf  So^ia  lansca  (?) 
cuj'  afe  cPpiefet'  tie'.    3lme. 

5.  ®tate  ,))  aia  9Ikte  B 

tife  Snlim  a**  tini  m*»  b"  •  •  .  •  (broken  off.) 

6.  HERE  •  LYETH  •  THE  •  BO- 

DY •  OF  •  REBECKA  •  HOW- 
LET  •  WHO  •  DECEASED 
AT  •  THE  •  AGE  •  OF  •  LXVI  • 
ASO  1630.  -M. 


MOULTON.    (xi.  109.) 

1.    ®rate  pro  anintab}  Sofiannid  fl^oller  et  Catetme  ux'  sue  quf  quftie 
loJjeg  obiit  ubiij  tit  tiecembn'g  a°  JBlegni  ISlegig  f^enrici  bij*  ii*», 

Blomefield  gives  the  above,  but  not  in  a  complete  form, 
and  mentions  that  '^  John  Holler  of  Mowton,  Gent.,  wills 
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in  1505  to  be  buried  in  the  cliiirch,  and  gives  to  the  gil( 
of  our  Saviour  in  Fretborp  2s,"  The  brass,  and  the  next 
is  now  loose  in  the  church  chest,  and  had  a  shield  of  arms 
Barry  of  ten,  argent  and  azure,  over  all  a  griffin  segrean 
or. 

2. 

®rate  if  ala  9nne  ^up'  nxHa  lacobi  untfertDolie  filie 

^tnxiti  Palmer  gent,  q*  ohiit  Eanuarij  (»iV)  a'  tio*  m«  if  iirfr». 

Henry  Palmer's  will  is  mentioned  by  Blomefield,  making 
bequests  in  1523  to  the  new  making  of  the  roof,  and  th< 
making  of  the  rood-loft. 


RANDWORTH.     (xi.  115.) 

1.  Three  loose  labels  from  a  stone  which  had  the  brasi 
of  a  heart,  with  an  inscription  below,  and  these  labeL 
arranged  in  radiating  form  above.  They  are  palimpsestS; 
as  follows : — 


qli  retiqjt0r  tne'  ui'uit 
Sc  in  nobissimo  tiie 


u  anfllte  $c  ffrancie 


bitiebo  Ileum   "^^^ 
galuatore  mcu 

tt  terra  surrectur*  gu 
Ct  in  earne  mea  } 


tu  it  qj  i  srrfatcio  rrg 


. .  le  tirnc  dibw  Xortoiei 
.  ♦  brte  31°  tmi  m**  b°  x  n 


2.  ©rate  ,p  aia  Bogeri  IStgng  q'  obijt  ult»  tit 
tieeemb'  a**  W  vX'  tttt"  Ixiiiaj"  euj  aie  ,ppiciet'  tie' 

9men» 

3.  ©rate  ^p  aia  JSlofl  . .  gt . . .  obijt  ibiij'  tiie 
Slugugti  a"  tini  m"  b'  bij"  euj'  ale  ,ppieiet'  tie' 


ssue  file  oliijt  q°5  aialii  .ppicitt'  lie' 

fflratt  ,p  ala  Koh'ti  Kgnge  q'  obijt  tij-  Ijit  hiebis 
I'  isj"  tuj'  ate  .ppicitt'  linis. 


lulij  a°  tni  m" 


EEEDHAM.     (xi.  131.) 

1.  A  figure  of  a  lady  in  close-fitting  gown,  furred  round 
the  sbouldera  and  at  the  feet,  and  large  butterfly  headdress, 
or  widow's  veil:  part  of  the  brass  of  John  Bemey,  Esq., 
and  wife  Elizabeth  (Mundeford)  1474-5, — Haines,  p.  147. 
(See  illustration,  p.  214.) 

3.  A  large  shield  and  achievement,  with  the  arms  of 
Bemey  impaling  Soulhtcell. 


UPTON,     (xi.  134.) 

1.  ©ratt  ,p  aia  BEJjomt  Cosatg'  be  Fpto  q'  obiit  itij"  We  mtn= 
«ffl  iJtcnnlrria  3°  tini  m-  rccr°  It"  (?)  rui'  a7e  .ppicitt  He'. 

2.  ©rate  ,p  aia&j  3&obti  Msmic  tX  ^fliictts  ui  ti'. 

3.  ©ratt  ,p  alaiiJ  KSitU  tBgnne  &  ajpittia  ui'i'a 
vat  qui  quitiin  JJEilla  ohiit  xifauj  "bit 
octobria  a°  Uui  m'  t'  ii"  quot'  aiabj  jpicirt  tt'. 

By  his  will :  "  I  will  have  a  gravestone  the  price  of  26s.  8rf. ; 
to  the  stonynge  of  the  church  20  marks,  if  need  be,  more ; 
to  St  Peter's  gild  6s.  8(/."     (xi.  134.) 


©ratf  ,p  aiali)  Kob'li  iohfigg 
&  ISjeltniait  toneortiB  aut- 

©tatt  ,p  a7a  Bosct'  STagltt  mi' 
bS  ippictrt  tit'  a°  i'  rii'  niiiij. 


1 
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6. 


taglout  nti'  ate  ,pptctet. 


SOUTH  WALSHAM   ST.   MARY.    (xi.  142.) 

1.  ®tate  fi  aTa  SEijome  Spagne 

qui  obijt  xtx  tite  apti    ltd 
anno  tini  txC  ccccco  b**. 

He  gave  lands  in  1505  ''  to  find  a  lawmp  to  bren  before 
the  Bode,  and  one  to  bren  before  the  image  of  our  Ladj, 
the  keeping  of  his  yeare  day.     (xi.  143.) 

2.    ©rate  ,p  ala  aflnetis  Spgnne  nup 

m'is  tfjome  spgne  cuj*  ate  .pptciet  lie*  ame* 


3. 


4. 


®rate  ,f  ata  ^obtxii  WLAUa 
mV  ate  ^pptctet*  tieus  ame. 

HERE  LYETH  THE  BODY 
OF  lAMES  ROWNCE  MARCHANT 
OF  NORWICH  WHICH  W^AS 
THE  SONE  OF  lAMES  ROWNCE 
WHO  DYED  THE   8  AND 
TWENTY   OF  SEPTEMBER 
1638  AGED  65    ^-^ 


It  vAll  he  iisefid  to  append  a  List  of  Names  of 
Fersoihs  in  the  foregoing  Inscriptions. 


Aldriche,  Margaret  . . 

Page 

..     205 

B Alice 

Page 
..     219 

Alikok,  Henry 

••     205 

Bacon 

..     209 

Anyell,  Julmna 

,.     197 

Bacon,  Christian 

..     210 

At  ken,  Nicholas 

..     197 

Badley,  James,  Isabella 

..     199 

Aylande,  Nicholas     . . 

..     215 

Bardolf ,  Lord 

..    2ia 
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Page   • 

Page 

Barker,  John,  Judith 

212 

Deyman,  John 

218 

Barnard,  John,  Margaret    . . 

194 

Dokkyng,  Robert,  Helwise . . 

221 

„     Sarah,  Robert,  James 

208 

Drury,  Sir  "William,  Frances 

208 

Baspole,    Hichard,    Alice, 

Drye,  (Thomas  P)       . . 

220 

Beatrice,  Agnes 

198 

Bedingfeld,  Alexander 

213 

Elys,  William 

213 

Bedingfeld,  Robert 

207 

Berd,  Henry 

215 

Fale,  John 

198 

Bemej,  Henry 

194 

Fenn  Thomas 

210 

„       John,  Elizabeth     . . 

221 

Fressel            

208 

Berry,  Agnes 

208 

Futter,  John 

212 

Berte,  Isabella 

215 

Fychepoole,  Robert  . . 

212 

Blak,  John,  Katharine 

195 

Blake,  William     *    . . 

219 

Gare,  John,  Margaret 

208 

Blakke,  Margaret     . . 

219 

Gaudye,  Frances,  Edward  . . 

196 

Blenerhayset,  Thomas 

205 

Gkiy,  William,  Emma 

217 

Booth,  Margaret 

217 

GiUman,  William 

196 

Bradfeld,  John 

197 

Godwin,  Ralph,  Agnes 

195 

Bray,  Andrie 

219 

Golword,  Robert,  Katherine 

218 

Brees,  Edward 

215 

Grene,  Richard 

206 

Brey  .  .  .  ce,  Robert 

214 

Grote,  Robert,  Agnes 

201 

Brome,  Robert,  Oliva  de     , . 

206 

• 

Bonne,  Robert,  Beatrice 

221 

Hamond,  John 

198 

Bnrnham,  Alice 

214 

Harbome,  William   . . 

209 

Harrys,  John 

197 

Castell,  Etheldrcda  . . 

210 

Hert,  Thomas,  Margery 

199 

Cavell,  Nicholas 

208 

Herte,  Thomas 

215 

Clypwell,  Elizabeth,  Thomas 

205 

Hobart,  Sara,  Edward,  James 

208 

Cocke,  Robert,  John 

204 

„        James,  Francos 

208 

Corbet,  John,  Jane  . . 

216 

Holler,  John,  Catharine 

219 

Cosscy,  Thomas 

221 

Hopton,  Dorothy,  Arthur   . , 

202 

Cresheld,  Judith,  Arthur    . . 

212 

Howlet,  Edward 

199 

Crosheld,  Florence,  Arthur, 

,,       Rebecca 

219 

Mary,  Francis,  Susanna 

211 

Howys,  John,  Thomas 

193 

Cunyngham,  George 

213 

Hunne,  Isabella,  John 

218 

Curtes,  William 

195 

Curteys,  William,  Alice     203 

,  204 

Jememut,  William  .. 

218 

Dalyson,  Roger 

205 

Kedgell,  John,  Robert,  John 

199 

Deen,  Hugh,  Joan    , , 

213 

Kelyng,  Edmund 

210 

Dene,  Geoffrey 

211 

Koppyng,  Thomas    . , 

210 

Denny,  Thomas 

199 

Kydman,  John,  Margaret    . . 

194 

Dew,  Katherine 

211 

K}Tig,  Roger 
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parts  of  the  Suffolk  and  Norfolk  coast  excited  great  alarm. 
There  are  many  Acts  of  Parliament  and  Orders  in  Council 
relating  to  this  subject,  and  there  are  evidences  of  frequent 
attempts  being  made  to  arrest  the  '^furie  of  the  sea/' 
Among  other  places  which  were,  or  were  supposed  to  be,  in 
jeopardy,  was  the  little  town  of  Sheringham,  a  few  milee 
from  Cromer.  This  place  is  situated  in  a  very  exposed 
position,  and  a  local  historian  remarked  a  hundred  years 
ago  that  ''the  sea  gains  considerably  here,  and  it  is  not 
tmcommon  to  observe  large  pieces  of  arable  land  carried 
away  with  com  growing,  betwixt  seed  time  and  harvest." 

The  return  of  the  vessels  belonging  to  various  ports  of 
Norfolk  in  1580,  shews  that  of  167  there  enumerated  only 
two  belonged  to  Sheringham.  These  were  the  "John," 
of  14  tons,  Edmund  Hooke  owner,  and  the  "Peter/*  of 
30  tons,  William  Allison  owner.  Three  years  previously, 
however.  Sir  Nathaniel  Bacon  had  impressed  eleven  mariners 
there. 

The  "Town"  was  probably  a  small  place  in  the  time 
of  Elizabeth,  but  the  little  ports  on  the  Norfolk  coast  were 
the  nurseries  of  hardy  seamen,  and  in  those  days  the 
greatness  of  England  was  supposed  to  depend  upon  her 
navy,  and  statesmen  did  their  utmost  to  foster  and  increase 
it.  The  threatened  destruction  of  a  port,  small  though  it 
might  liave  been,  was  anxiously  deprecated,  and  although 
the  measures  taken  for  its  preservation  were  inadequate  and 
ill  judged,  they  were  in  accord  with  the  scientific  knowledge 
and  established  feeling  of  the  age. 

The  first  paper  upon  the  subject  is  an  appeal  in  1578 
for  assistance,  signed  by  three  of  the  Norfolk  justices;  it 
is  as  follows  :^ 

Christofer  ITeydon  William  Butts  Knightes  and  Willfh 
Ileydon  Esquyer  Three  Justices  of  the  peace  in  the  said 
countie  of  Norff.  amonge  others  appointed     To  all  to  whome 


tbeae  presents  shall  come  to  be  seen  hearde  or  redd  Gretinge 
"WTiereas  throughe  the  rage  of  the  mayne  Sea,  and  for 
want  of  convenient  Harboroughe ;  The  townahipps  of 
Beeston  and  Sheringham  aru  lately  fallen  into  sooche  greate 
ruyne  and  decayo  as  thinhubitants  are  not  of  thejTn  aelfs 
w'hont  the  helpe  of  theire  frendlie  neighbors  adioyninge 
hable  to  pforme  that  good  worke  of  provyding  safetie  here- 
after to  ensue  to  thoym  selfs  and  others,  that  willinglie 
they  would  doe  wherein  they  deserve  good  incorgenaent  to 
proceade  in  bringinge  that  to  passe  w^h  maie  redounde  to 
a  generall  comoditie  of  this  whole  contrey  and  w'hont  aoome 
relief  towardea  the  same  worke  for  the  fynishinge  whereof 
theire  habilities  will  not  extend,  It  is  to  bo  doubted  they 
are  lyke  not  onlie  to  be  greatlie  hyndered  But  that  it 
will  redound  to  theire  further  decayo  and  in  effect  to  their 
utter  undoinge.  We  therefore  the  said  Justices  pytyinge 
theire  case ;  have  thought  it  a  deede  of  charitie,  hereby 
at  the  request  of  y'  sayd  inhabitants  to  make  certificat 
thereof;  the  rather  to  moove  you  and  evye  of  you  to 
whose  handes  or  hearinge  these  presents  shall  come,  to 
helpe  and  releeve  theym  w'h  yo'  benevolence  Liberalities 
and  contribueion  ;  as  Christian  charitie  maie  hyude  you, 
and  as  you  or  any  of  you  would  upon  the  like  occasion  be 
releeved  and  holpen.  These  o'  Ires  testymotiiiiU  to  take 
place  by  and  duringe  the  space  of  Three  monethes  next 
after  the  date  hereof  wMiin  the  hundred  of  Oallowe.  In 
wittness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  sett  o'  handes  and 
eeales  the  firate  of  Januarye  in  tlie  xx"*  yere  of  the  raigue 
of  o'  sovuigne  lady  queue  Elisabeth. 

xpofer  hey  don. 

Willm.  Butts. 
Wilbn.  Heydou. 

To  thintent  this  so  nedefnll  and  beneficiall  peece  of  worke 
may  be  the  better  and  more  spedelie  brought  to  passe,  we 
have  thought  good  to  request  you  the  chief  constables  of 
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this  hundred,  w%  j<f  good  trayaill  and  pswasion  to  fnrUier 
the  same  so  mooche  as  conTenyentlie  yon  maye. 

We  find  that  there  were  many  complaints  of  poverty  in 
Norfolk  at  this  time,  and  may  not  nnreasonably  oonclnde 
that  the  appeal  made  by  three  country  gentlemen  did  not 
elicit  any  very  material  aid  from  men  who  themselves  were 
suffering  severely.  A  more  powerful  agency  was  therefore 
invoked — ^the  power  of  the  Crown. 

It  seems  that  letters  patent  were  granted  from  the  Queen 
to  three  men  named  Kyrke,  Garter,  and  Sturgeon,  under 
which  they  were  authorised  to  construct  a  pier  at  Shering- 
ham.  In  order  to  provide  the  money  necessary  to  defray 
the  cost  of  the  pier  a  grant  was  made  to  them  of  all  the 
penalties  payable  in  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 
under  the  Acts  which  I  have  cited  for  promoting  the 
growth  of  flax  and  hemp. 

This  transfer  of  its  rights  by  the  Crown  to  private  indi- 
viduals appears  at  first  sight  to  be  somewhat  inconsistent 
with  the  penurious  habits  of  the  Queen.  It  is,  however, 
capable  of  an  easy  explanation.  Henry  VIII.  had  granted 
Sheringham  on  the  attainter  of  its  former  owner,  Edward 
Stafibrd,  Duke  of  Bucks,  to  Thomas  Howard,  Duke  of 
Norfolk.  The  Duke  of  Norfolk  was  in  turn  attainted  in 
1572,  and  the  property  again  escheated  to  the  Crown.  It 
was  held  by  the  Queen  during  the  whole  of  her  reign,  and 
it  was  therefore  her  interest  that  the  advantage  of  the 
district  should  be  the  subject  of  exceptional  care. 

We  may  collect  from  the  papers  before  us  that  the 
patentees  were  men  of  little  standing  and  utterly  unscru- 
pulous. The  statute  of  Henry  VIII.  gave  them  the  power 
to  levy  exactions  in  respect  of  land  "apt  for  tillage"  in 
which  flax  and  hemp  were  unsown.  Doubtless  they  re- 
garded the  two  counties  us  their  prey,  and  used  the  penal 
powers  the  Act   contained   to  the  utmost  of  their  oppor- 


timities.  In  those  days  tlie  law  was  a  ready  instrument  in 
the  hands  of  a  fraudulent  or  dishonest  litigant,  and  as  a 
judgment  was  secure  wherever  it  was  sought  under  the 
provisions  of  the  statute  referred  to,  there  was  nothing 
and  no  one  to  reHtrain  the  putentcea.  Far  and  wide 
they  and  their  informers  travelled,  and  wherever  they 
went  exaction  and  legal  terrorism  followed  in  their  path. 
What  matter  if  the  soil  was  unfit  for  the  growth  of 
flax  and  hemp !  that  fact  was  no  defence,  bccnusc  all  a 
judge  or  jury  could  decide  was  whether  the  land  was  apt 
for  tillage,  and  if  so  their  penalties  were  safe.  It  might  be, 
too,  that  there  was  no  water  in  which  the  flax  could  be 
steeped,  but  that  was  no  defence  against  an  action,  for  tho 
law  had  made  no  exception  from  tho  operation  of  the  Act 
in  any  sncb  case.  Accordingly  a  reign  of  terror  settled 
on  the  land,  and  for  years  it  was  at  the  mercy  of  a  gang 
of  unscrupulous  and  mercenary  scoundrels.  At  length  the 
sums  they  collected  were  so  large,  and  the  work  they 
accomplished  was  so  insignificant,  that  the  magistrates  in 
the  two  counties  roused  themselves  to  the  seriousness  of 
the  situation.  And  some  of  the  justices  of  Suffolk  addressed 
the  following  letter  to  their  colleagues  in  Norfolk : — 

Whereas  dyvers  of  our  Neighbours  Inhabitants  in  the 
Franchise  of  Bury  have  of  late  to  their  great  trouble  and 
charge,  byn  served  w'h  proces,  and  dyvers  of  them  com- 
pelled to  compound  at  forty  and  fyfty  shillings  a  man  for 
not  sowing  of  hemp  according  to  the  Lawe  by  one  Mr. 
Garter  and  Kirke  pretending  to  have  imployed  and  to 
imploye  moste  great  Soiiiea  upon  Sheringhni  Peare  in 
Norff.  by  reason  of  w'h  violent  exactions  as  also  in  respect 
they  can  no  waye  make  their  landea  and  waters  fytt  and 
apt  for  the  sowing  and  watering  of  hempe  according  to 
the  effecte  of  the  sayd  Lawe:  Exhibited  their  petition  for 
them  selves  and  the  wholl  Franchise  of  Bury  to  the  right 
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honourable  the  Lordes  of  her  ma^**  most  honourable  Pryvj 
counsell  for  the  discharging  of  the  sayd  Inhabitants  fi:x>ix 
so  unnecessary  impositions.  Wherein  the  poore  peticionerc 
receyved  their  honourable  audience  and  favour  recomending 
as  we  understand  the  examinacon  of  all  their  or  any  othei 
former  pceedings  both  concerninge  the  olde  and  newc 
comyssion  not  only  what  Somes  of  monye  have  by  then 
selves  or  their  deputyes  in  SuflF.  or  Norffi  byn  leved,  bul 
also  howe  necessarily  the  same  is,  or  lykely  to  be  imployed, 
and  whether  the  Soyle  in  the  sayd  Franchise  be  fytt  for  i1 
•  or  noe  for  the  lawfull  furtherance   whereof  wee  hartelj 

'  praye  you  to  bestowe  yo'  travells  into  the  sayd  Franchise 

\  and  as  you  shall  fynd  by  iust  and  true  certificate  and  hy 

f  probable  testimony  of  the  unsufficiencye  of  the  greatest  pt€ 

I  of  the  Soyle  of  the  sayd  Franchise  for  hemp,  so  to  ease  the 

]  sayd  Franchise  by  yo'  certificates.    Or  if  yo'  occasions  shalbc 

'  such  as  you  can  not  conveniently  take  veiwe  thereof:  then 

^  we  praye  you  be  certefyed  by  us  herein  that  the  cuntrye 

[  or  in  eflfectt  the  wholl  pto  thereof  is  unfytt  both  for  land  and 

water  to  beare  hemp.  If  you  sliall  require  to  be  otherwysc 
enformed  herein,  wee  will  appoynt  some  to  attend  upoD 
3^ou  at  such  tjTnes  as  you  shall  agree  to  meete  whensoever. 
Thus  not  doubting  of  yo'  wysc  and  good  care  herein  w'h 
our  very  hartye  comendacacons  we  comytt  you  to  God. 
Stowmkett  this  xiiij*^  of  December  1591. 

To'  very  Loving  Frcindes 
Nycholas  Wylyam  Spryng.  AVillm.  waldegrave. 

Baco'.  Robt  Ashcfild.  Jo.  Ileigham. 

Jhon  Gurdon.  John  Jcrmvn. 

Robt.  Drurv.  Henri  Gvlbertt. 

{^Endorsed,'] 

To  the  righto  Worship"  S'  John  Peyton  Knights  & 

0'  very  good  Frindes  Nathanyell  Bacon  & 

S""  Arthur  IIc\'iningh'*^m.  Clement  Paston 

S'  Willm.  Paston  Esquiers. 

S"^  Henry  Woodhouse 
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Four  months  later  this  letter  was  followed  up  by  another 
which  carries  the  matter  somewhat  further,  the  object  now 
being,  not  so  much  the  prevention  of  further,  but  the 
inquiring  into  and  punishment  of  past  oppression.  This 
letter  is  addressed  to  S'  John  Peyton. 

S'  wheras  at  the  suite  of  our  neighbo"  in  the  Franchis 
of  Bury,  yt  pleased  the  Lords  of  her  Ma*"*  most  hoSable 
Pryvye  counsell  to  directe  ther  Ires  to  you  and  others  in 
Norfifl  for  thexamynacon  of  the  Imployements  of  sundrye 
somes  of  money  heretofore  collected  by  one  Kirke  and 
others,  by  reason  of  a  commiss**  graunted  for  the  not  sowing 
of  hempe,  w^'h  have  bin  levyed  on  sundrye  psones,  the 
discoverye  wherof  in  lykyhood  mighte  bring  benefitt  unto 
the  cuntrye,  and  ryde  yo'  and  our  neighbo**  from  the 
subiecton  of  such  unnecessarye  Imposicyones  we  doe 
therfore  very  hertelye  desier  you  that  as  it  semeth,  by 
thir  LL.  Ires  they  had  especiall  regard,  to  have  all  former 
pcedings  of  Kirke  and  others  weighed  and  considered  so 
it  might  please  you  to  take  some  speciall  paines  therin,  so 
as  ther  LL.  might  accordinge  to  ther  desiers  be  certified, 
and  it  mighte  further  please  you,  to  yo'  uttermost  to  pswade 
M'  Nathanyell  Bacon  and  others  to  whom  the  Ires  are 
directed  to  take  some  paines  therin,  w*^h  done  you  shall 
finde  us  redye  to  acquite  yo'  good  deserte  and  contynuallie 
binde  yo'  and  our  good  neighbo''*  to  be  thankefull  for  yo^ 
good  Labor.  Thus  w'h  our  most  hertie  comends  we  committ 
you  to  God.     Bury,  this  x^  Aprill  1592. 

Yo'  very  loving  frinds 

Willm.  Waldegrave.  Robt.  Jermyn. 

Jo.  Heigham  Wyllyam  Spryng. 

Robt.  Ashefild. 
To  the  right  worship"  Robt.  Drury. 

our  very  good  frind  S*^ 
John  Peyton  Knight. 

VOL.    X.]  R 
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r  The  following    memorandum  or    certificate  is    indorsee 

>  ''Information    from  the  Gents,   in  Sufi,   touching  hemp 

sowing  in  ye  Franchise  of  Bury." 

Upon  especiall   informacon    unto  us  and  othen 

delyvered  by  dives  of  credyte  and  longe  expeirenqec 

Inhabithts    inhabitinge    in  the    Franchis  of   Bur; 

St.  Ede,  as  also  of  our  owne  knoweledge  and  pore 

li  experynce,  We  desier  you  to  be  advtised  as  foUowetl 

ir  • 

II,.  VIZ. 

i 

That  in  e£fecte  the  holle  pte  of  the  Soyle  of  the  Franchic 
J  of  Bury  is  and  hath  bin  in  sundry  places  tryed  to  be  utterl} 

^  unfitt  and  imapt  for  the  sowing  of  hempe  or  flaxe. 

I  The  especiall  cause  we  attribute  to  the  coldnes  of  ih< 

!  Soyle  because  the  same  is  either  claye  or  feadeth  very  nean 

upon  the  claye,  w^'h  naturallye   pcureth  colde,   the  most 
I  contrary  to  the  encrease  of  flaxe  or  hempe  and  wher  th< 

9  earthe  is  neither  claye  nor  feadeth  as  aforesaid  upon  dayt 

it  is  for  the  most  pte  a  Lofhye  earthe  neither  Sande  noi 
claye,  w*=h  we  suppose  to  bo  colder  then  claye,  and  thi 
experyence  teacheth  us,  for  that  we  usually  ar  con8traine< 
to  sowe  our  barleys  after  most  other  cuntryes. 

Moreov  if  in  some  townes  some  small  pcelles  might  w* 
some  extraordinary  charge  be  made  fitt  for  hempe  yet  ou 
claye  waters  ar  not  fitt  to  water  the  same  in,  for  if  ii 
any  one  towne  thcr  shold  be  two  akars  ground  sowen  w^ 
hempe  yerelye  w*^h  shold  take  well,  the  watering  therof  ii 
convenyent  waters,  in  such  two  drye  yeres  as  thes  two  las 
Sorames  were  wold  in  lykyhood  in  facte  all  or  most  of  th' 
catlc  in  any  one  towne,  for  that  in  most  places  we  hcrdly 
had  water  to  water  our  catle  w^h  and  to  dresse  our  meat 
w4i  all. 

Tjiistlye  whcr  soever  thcr  is  ground  and  water  fitt  for  th 
sowing  of  hempe  or  flaxe,   evye  man   soweth  as  much   a 
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convenyentlie  he  can,  for  we  can  noe  waye  imploye  our 
ground  to  bo  greate  a  gaine  w%  bo  small  a  charge. 

Willm.  Waldegrave. 

Robte.  Jermyn.  Robte.  Ashefild. 

J.  Heigham.  Robt.  Drury. 

Wyllyam  Spryng.  Thomas  Crofte. 

The  matter  had  now  assumed  the  dimensions  of  a  public 
scandal,  and  letters  from  the  Council  were  evidently  written 
directing  certain  of  the  justices  in  Norfolk  to  inquire  into 
it.  They  met  at  Sheringham  on  26th  July,  1592,  and  the 
following  are  the  notes  which  remain  of  their  proceedings. 

Proceedings  before  the  comissioners  at  Sheringhm 
by  vertue  of  the  counsells  Ires  for  the  hempe  patent 
the  xxvi^»»  of  July,  1592. 

Robi  Yaxley  and  Willm.  Jennyman  of  Sheringhm  In- 
habitats  there  being  of  thage  of  60  yeare  apiece  do 
affirme  and  will  take  their  othes  when  thei  shalbe  called 
that  by  occasion  of  erecting  of  the  new  peeres  so  farre  into 
the  sea  the  benefytt  w°h  before  tyme  they  had  by  riding 
of  their  boats  in  a  dcepe  between  the  Shoare  and  a  place 
called  the  ebbe  is  utterly  silted  up  and  decayed. 

Thei  do  further   affirme  that  thei   thinke   it  unpossible 

for  the charge  to  make  anie  harbo'  for  shippes  there. 

And   saie  for  the  upholding  the  house  and  of   the  decaye 

of  the  Towne  thei  do  knowe  the  same  maie  be  pformed  w% 

small  Jettyes  of  yerie  small  charge  as  it  hath  ben  used 

in  former  tymes. 

Robert  Yaxley. 

M 

Robt.  Greene  of  Beston  saith  as  much  in  eflFect  as  is  above 
set  downe,  but  remembreth  not  for  so  longe  tyme. 

R  2 
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■ 

I  Robert  Feser  saith  that  he  thinketh  the  length  of  th 

I  peere  and  likewise  the  heigth  to  be  more  then  were  con 

Ycnient.     And  more  safetye  before  to  the  boats  coming  h 

when  there  were  but  small  Jettes.      And  that  the  Towrn 

is  fallen  into  more  poverty  then  before. 

Willm.  Cades  of  Sheringham  of  iiij**vj  yeares,  affirmetl 

by  experience  that  the  short  peeres  before  used  were  mor 

comodious  to  theire  fisher  boats  then  these  new  peeres  b 

or  cann  be. 

Henry  Monyman  of  Sheringhm  affirmeth  the  length  o 
i  the  west  peere  to  stoppe  the  sweepe  wherbie  the  deepe  i 

^  silted  up,  and  that  where  before  thes  new  peeres  erected  i 

man  might  come  out  of  his  boat  on  shoare  dry  foote  no^ 

thei  are  fayne  to  wade  a  myle  in  the  sea  from  their  boats 
p  And  this  man  is  a  workman  also  in  like  work.      Thomt 

Yaxley  afiSrmeth  the  like. 

John  Lacye  of   Sheringham   disalloweth   the  height  oi 
I  the  peere,  And  thinketh  that  the  case  being  mayntaynec 

would  bring  more  safety  to  the  fisher  boats  so  as  the  short 

peeres  were  contynued. 

The  next  document  shews  that  the  view  of  these  witnesses 
was  acted  upon,  and  that  by  the  year  IGOl  the  work  com- 
menced by  Kyrke  had  been  destroyed  and  small  jetties 
substituted  for  it. 

Thaccoraptc  of  Richard  Cooke  Thomas  Yaxley  and 
George  Fisher  for  y^  tymber  remayning  of  the  peaw 
works  at  Sheringm  corny tted  to  their  charge  bj 
S""  "Willm.  Fasten  Knight  and  Nathanael  Bacon  esq' 
set  downe  11  februarye  1601. 
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t 

♦ 

I 


Inip''mis   Sold  by   the  Accomptants  divers^ 
pieces  of  Tymber  to  divers  psons  as  is  in 
pt  icier  specified  in  notes  thereof  annexed  j 
hereunto  for -     -     ./ 


om 
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P**  to  divers  men  for  worke  about  taking  up 
the  old  peere  and  making  of  a  small  peere 
at  Sheringhm  as  appereth  by  notes 
annexed  in  pticler 

Rem  in  their  hands  viz.  in  1  ^^        

Richard  Cook's  hands  -  J 

Item  there  is  remayning  of  the  old  tymber  of  the  peere 
works  w*h  lieth  upon  the  Clifte  at  Sheringhm  being  oake 
iiij"  vij  pecs  w^h  were  pyles. 

Also  there  is  remayning  in  the  Towne  house  being  planks 
and  tymber  piles  about  three  loads. 

Also  rem.  in  Nicholas  Buller's  hands  of  Beeston  a  crane 
and  a  beetle  belonging  to  the  said  peere  works. 

X 

George  fysher. 

Thomas  Yaxley. 


Whilst  these  proceedings  were  pending  a  last  effort  was 
made  by  the  patentees  to  avert  the  storm.  They  made  re- 
presentations to  Sir  Thomas  Heneage,  the  Clerk  to  the 
Privy  Council,  which  led  him  to  address  the  following  letter 
to  the  Bishop  of  Norwich,  Lord  Cromwell,  and  the  Justices 
of  Assize.  The  proceeding  was  a  singular  one,  for  it  was 
in  violent  contradiction  to  the  inquiries  the  Council  had 
directed. 


After  my  verie  hartye  comendacons  uppon  the  humble 
peti^n  and  complainte  of  hir  hues  pore  Tenfits  of  the 
townes  of  Sheringham  and  Beeston  in  the  countie  of  Norff. 
shewinge  that  contrarie  to  her  Ma'^®*  Lres  patent  granted 
to  Robert  Kirke  and  Willm.  Garter  for  the  benefitte  of 
the  sayd  Townes  and  for  and  towardes  the  makinge  uppe 
of  a  pere  or  Harboroughe  as  well  for  shippinge  as  for  the 
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I  defence  of  the  same  townes  beinge  her  Ma^  Inheritaunc 

.  and  pcell  of  hir  H'  duchie  of  Lancastare  some  malignant 

parsones    have    w'hout    aucthoritic    or    direccon    expose 

tlicm selves  to  the  empeachment  of  hir  hi.  graunte  wherbi 

not  onlie  the  charge  of  3000  :  300/.  alredie  bestowed  shold 

bo  utterlie  loste   (the  peare  being  cast   into  the  Sea,  bn 

her  hi.  iiiheritans  whereof  muche  is  alredie  consumed  i 

those  partes  should  in  shorte  time  be  eaten  into  the  Sei 

And  hir  hi.  tenntes  uttorlie  begered  and  undon.     It  hath 

pleased  her  Ma^^  to  comand  me  to  make  knowen  to  yo'  Ip 

y  and  the  rest  that  hir  hi.  exprcsse  pleasuer  and  wille  i 

-  that  for  the  maintcnnce  and  finishinge  of  that  worke  so 

1  well  begone  You  doe  make  knowen  in  those  counties  € 

^  Suff.  and  Nor£f.  that  noe  psonne  whom  it  may  conceme  b 

n  in   anie   sorte  oppugnant   and  resistinge  contrarie   to  th 

»  tenore  of  those  hir  hig.  Ires  patentes  wherin  yf  anie  ma 

*  shalbe    founde   to   ofiPend   that  yo"   certifie  his  name  an< 

I  dwellinge  place  w^h   y'r   opinions   of  the   Qualitie  of  hi 

;  offence  to  thend  that  suche  corse  of  proceedinge  maye  b 

taken  against  him  as  shalbe  most  convenient.  And  herer 
not  dough  ting  but  you  will  use  the  good  care  w^h  appei 
taincth  I  bid  you  hertelie  farwell.  At  the  courte  ii 
progresse  at  Donyngton  the  xxv^''  of  Auguste  1592. 

Yr'  vcric  lovinge  Fronde 
Ilcncage. 
L.  Byshoppe  of  Norwich 
L.  Cromwell  and  Justices 
of  Assises. 

lLuiorse(f.'\ 
To  my  verie  good  lord  Bishoppe  of  Norw^h  and  the  lord 
Cromwell   and   to   my   verie   lovinge   Frendes   the   Deput 
leifetennts  of  the  countie  of  NorfF:  and  Suff:    and  to  th 
reste  of  the  Justices  of  Peace  of  eachc  of  the  sayd  counties. 

This  letter  did  not  prevent  the  inquiry,  but  it  alarme 
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those  wlio  were   interested  in  ita  prosecution,  and   among 
otlier  letters  the  following,  addressed  to  Nathaniel  Bacon, 
I  is  worthy  of  notice. 


I 


8%  according  to  yo'  good  worshipea  appointement  (having 
80  fitt  opportunytye)  ar  boiild  to  put  you  in  myndo  of 
pfcc tinge  and  fj-nishing  of  the  matter  wherin  you  and  others 
have  travelled  about  the  commiaa"  of  hempe,  grannted 
toward  the  repairing  the  Ilaboroughe  at  Sheringbfii  yf 
therfore  all  things  be  fynished  accordinge  to  yo'  worahip" 
diacrecon,  we  deaier  you  that  M'  Hill  S'  nicholaa  Bacon  his 
servannte  may  bringe  the  same  unto  us,  that  we  before  the 
qrter  Sessyonea  or  therat,  w°h  ar  ahortlye  after  Micheltyde 
at  Bury  may  acquainte  our  worship"  gentlemen  w'h  yo' 
carefull  pceding,  desiring  yo'  worahjpe  that  if  it  be  possible 
M'  Hill  may  bring  them  orders  to  take  some  such  order  w'h 
S'  Nicholas  as  the  same  may  be  conveyed  against  our 
Sessyones  aa  shall  seme  best  to  yo'  worshipe  and  also  if  it 
might  please  you  and  some  other  of  the  worship"  of  the 
cuntrye  to  joyne  in  a  letter  touching  such  on  unneceasarye 
Imposycyon  and  of  other  the  ci  re um stance s  necosHarye  to 
be  certifyed  and  knowcn  w"h  we  thinke  wilbe  a  meane  to 
^cuer  our  worship"  to  doe  the  like.  Thus  not  doubting  of 
yo'  worahipes  carefull  consideracon  herin,  w'h  humble  dutye 
for  yo'  good  kindnea  shewed  uuto  our  solvoa  from  tyine  to 
tj-me,  as  alao  the  good  care  of  the  cause  we  surcease  any 
further  to  trouble  you  desiring  Alraighfye  God  for  Christ's 
sake  to  bless  you  and  yo".  Amen.  17  Sept.  1592. 
Yo'  worahipes  at  command 

Robti.  fludd. 

Tom'^3  Scotte. 


Sir  William  Paston  alao  took  alarm,  and  wrote  a  letter 
to  Sir  Nathaniel  Bacon  on  the  subject,  in  which  he  sends 
1  copy  of  Sir  T.  Heneage's  letter,  adding  : — 
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• 

I  "Wherbie    yo''   maye   the    better  pceive   what  coningv 

I  dealings  and  practice  ther  is  used:    touchinge  the  same 

Wherfore  I  thinke  it  good  to  moye  yo*  to  make  a  Ire  tc 
be  addressed  unto  the  1 :  Treasorer  accordinge  to  o'  f ormei 
agremente  for  the  better  benefytte  of  o'  countrie.  And  the 
same  to  be  sent  uppe  by  my  Neighbore  Gybsonn  in  the 
beginninge  of  the  tearme  who  will  then  prosecute  the  same 
accordinge  to  effecte." 

a]  There  is  a  memorandum  in  the  writing  of  Sir  Nathaniel 

•N  Bacon  "touchinge  the  aimswer  to  the  Counsell's  Ire,"  and 

7  in  this  document  reference  is  made  to  "  a  private  Ire  to  b« 

y  written  to  y"  L.  Trer  and  therin  some  pticler  abuses  d 

]  their  falsehoode  to  be  set  down  "  ;  and  then  follows  a  state- 
ment of  numerous  points  which  were  to  be  brought  undei 

J  the  notice  of  the  Treasurer.     Most  of  these  are  referred  tc 

!  in  the  following  letter. 

|.  O'  verie   humble    duties    remembred  unto   yo''  Lo:   y1 

•  pleased  yo'  ho :  w*h  ye  rest  of  her  Ma*»  p'vie  counsell,  tc 

Wright  in  wynter  last  unto  us  and  two  gent  more  of  thu 
contrey  or  anie  fower  of  us,  concerning  the  grannt  made 
from  her  Ma'**,  to  Robt  Kyrke  and  Willfh  Garter  of  the 
forfeyture  of  the  pcnall  Statute,  for  the  sowing  of  hempe 
and  flax  seede  in  the  countyes  of  Norff'.  and  Suff.  And  t< 
this  Ire  wee  have  now  retorned  an  annswer.  Wee  have 
thought  good  besides  to  certefye  yo'  ho:  pticulerly  some 
abuses  of  Roljt  K3'rke,  who  hath  walked  so  corruptly,  m 
he  is  unworthie  to  have  a  trust  comytted  unto  him.  Foi 
by  yo'  ho:  meancs  there  being  gotte  into  one  of  o'  handcf 
about  fower  y cares  past,  a  booke  of  Accompt  set  downe  bj 
Kyrke,  thes  abuses  upon  the  exaiacon  of  the  booke  do  fal 
out  against  him :  first  many  somes  of  good  valew,  w*^l: 
appeare  by  the  certificat  of  ye  chief e  constables  to  have 
been  gathered,  are  not  entrcd.  Also  many  somes  are  mis- 
cntred,  and  there  misentry  alwaies  resteth  in  setting  downe 


,  lease  then  was  collected.  Also  he  demandeth  allowannce, 
as  paid  to  some  men  for  cariadge,  who  doo  affirme  that  thci 
gave  the  cariadgo  to  the  worke :  his  booke  is  of  an  accompt 
from  83  fill  87  and  therin  is  demanndcd  1088/.  for  tymber 
bought  of  BeTerall  men,  and  his  allowannce  for  fopwood, 
billet,  barke  and  offold,  riseth  but  unto  Ixxv/.  xvs.  xt/.  w''li 
is  a  most  exceeding  under  valewing  of  the  same:  Also  his 
demannd  for  charge  of  suite  in  the  Excbequ',  gifts  and 
riding  charges  w'hin  the  said  five  yeares,  doth  arise  to  400/. 
and  upwards.  And  yet  against  a  noruber  of  psona  there 
was  pees  brought  downe  out  of  the  Escheque'  nud  upon 
the  arrest  of  them,  thei  did  paio  the  charges,  some  more, 
some  lesae,  and  herof  no  entry  in  his  booke.  Though  wee 
did  use  the  authority  of  yo'  ho:  name  and  the  rest,  for 
ye  calling  of  Kyrke  and  Gai-ter  before  us,  at  the  tyme 
appoynted  for  o'  meeting  at  Sheringham,  yet  ncith  of  them 
would  appeare.  And  since  (as  wee  understande)  upou  some 
undue  informacon,  given  unto  her  Ma"*  thei  have  pcured  a 
Ife  to  be  written  by  ye  right  Uo :  M'  Channcello'  of  the 
duchte  to  the  lieftennts  of  Su£F.  and  NorfF.  and  the  Justices 
of  peace  of  both  countyes,  wherin  bis  ho:  signifieth  her 
highness  exprcsae  pleasure  and  will  to  be  that  no  pson  do 
oppugne  the  teno'  of  those  her  highnea  Irea  patteuts,  and 
if  anie  be  founde  to  offende  in  that  behalf,  that  hia  name 
and  dwelling  place  w'h  the  qualiity  of  his  offence  be  certe- 
fyed.  Thus  thci  seeke  to  countennce  out  their  owne  contempt 
in  refusing  to  come  before  us  and  yeald  in  their  accompt 
as  yo'  Ho;  gave  direction  by  yo'  Ires  w'hout  regard  of  yo' 
ho:  order  to  contynue  on  their  collections  wherin  thor 
p'vate  gayne  is  specially  respected.  This  Kyrke  is  a  verio 
needie  man,  and  of  small  accompt,  and  so  is  also  Garter 
thought  of,  And  be  men  utterly  unfytt  to  have  comytted 
nnto  them  the  govnannce  of  so  great  a  some  of  monoj'  to 
anie  pablick  use.  And  though  wee  have  not  the  like  proofo 
of  Garter's  corrupi^n  W^h  wee  have  of  Kyrk,  because  Garter 
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is  lately  come  in  to  dealc  in  the  cause,  yet  the  man  is,  even 
as  hardlie  as  Kyrke,  reported  of.  O'  humble  request  is* 
that  it  may  please  yo'  ho:  to  satisfie  her  Ma^'*  in  the  truth 
of  this  cause,  that  no  worse  opinyon  maie  be  conceived  of 

us  in  the  retome  making  of  o'  certificate  then  wee  do 
deserve  for  wee  hold  it  o'  duties  to  certefye  o'  pceedings 
by  authority  of  yo'  ho:  Ires  notw'hstanding  wee  did  take 
knowledge  of  the  wrightinge  of  this  other  Ire,  w'h  Kyrke 
and  Garter  have  pcured.  Lastly  wee  wilbe  bolde  in  o' 
<<•  contryes  behalf  to  renew  a  former  suite  made  unto  yo'  ho: 

by  some  of  us  touching  the  case  of  lycense  in  the  tnportaoon 
of  come,  wherin  wee  humbly  beseech  yo'  ho:   good  con- 
u  sideracon  for  the  want  and  poverty  of  o'  contrey  increaseth, 

7  and  the  inconvenience  by  the  decaye  of  tilladge  and  im- 

poverishing of  the  subiect  wilbe  great,  And  if  the  subiect 
J  prove  poore,  her  Ma"®  also  will  be  the  lesse  rich.     Tf  yo' 

ho:  could  be  content  to  allow  the  tnsportacon  upon  the  like 
ft  charge  of  lycense,  w°h  hath  ben  hertofore,  wee  be  psuaded, 

\  that  her  Ma"®*  custome  and  benefytt  wilbe  much  greater 

then  now  it  is,  and  the  subiect  better  satisfyed  therw***  for 
yo'  L.  (as  wee  hope)  is  not  ignorant,  that  in  the  former 
yeares  past  upon  the  lycense  of  100  qrs.  there  was  ordinarily 
passed  200  or  300  qrs.  and  now  by  the  diligent  and  carefull 
looking  to  of  the  oflScers  of  the  Port,  there  is  nothing  more 
passed  away  then  thei  paie  for.  And  this  due  looking  into 
of  y®  officers  being  contynucd,  yt  is  thought  that  the  custome 
of  her  ila"**  would  be  greatly  increased,  though  the  charge 
of  ye  lycense  be  made  no  greater  tlien  before.  And  by  one 
yeares  tryall  yo'  ho:  maie  see  the  proofe  of  this. 

Interrogatories  were  administered  to  Sturgeon,  and  they, 
with  the  replies  he  gave,  were  as  follows : — 

Thexamynacon  for  Roger  Sturgeon. 

1.     It.  what  somes  of  monie  or  anie  other  kinde  of   re- 
warde  hath  bene  geven  to  anie  psone,  and  of  what  walcwe 
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was  the  same,  by  your  selff  Kirke  or  anie  other  and  to 
whom  was  the  same  geven  P 

2.  It.  what  monie  have  you  knowne  paide  for  Oakes  in 
Baconstropp  pke  orels  where,  or  have  heard  Kirke  sale  or 
anie  other  what  they  cost  and  what  tymber  is  ther  yet 
remayninge,  and  oakes  standinge  P 

3.  It.  whether  have  you  made  yo'  true  accompt  of  all 
such  somes  of  monie  as  you  have  collected  by  Yertue  or 
color  of  the  Commissi  grannted  for  not  sowinge  of  Hempe 
w%in  Suff.  and  Norflf  P 

4.  It.  whether  did  you  usually  take  charges  of  such 
psones  as  were  sued  in  Thexchequer  for  not  sowinge  of 
Hempe  or  not  and  of  whome  to  your  knowledg  did  you  not  ? 

Answer. 

Unto  the  fyrst  I  of  my  owne  knowledge  to  my  remem- 
brance I  do  not  know  any  sum  of  mony  or  rewarde  geven 
by  my  selfe  or  Kyrke  or  any  other  only  sum  small  reward 
of  Fyshe  to  the  L.  Cromwell  or  S'  W™  Heydon  and  Fyshe 
lynge  and  Codd  geven  by  Kyrke  to  the  M'  of  requests 
M'  doctor  Dale  then  lyvynge  to  the  value  as  I  take  yt 
of  XX8.  or  there  abouts. 

2.  I  answere  ther  wer  Oakes  bought  of  S'  W"  Heydon 
and  he  satysfyed  for  them  and  yet  standynge  as  I  hard 
Kyrke  say  but  the  number  of  them  nor  what  he  payd  for 
the  same  I  do  not  now  remember. 

3.  I  answer  yt  I  have  fully  and  trulye  accompted  as  far 
as  I  can  call  to  mynde  or  remembrance. 

4.  I  answere  I  dyd  not  usually  but  very  syldom  take 
cherges  in  law  but  as  for  ther  names  I  do  not  remember. 

Sturgion's  Annsw'. 
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To  the  right  Worshipfull  S'  Willm.  Paston,  S' 
John  Peyton  S'  Henry  Woodhowse  Knights:  M' 
Nathanyell  Bacon  and  M'  Clement  Paston  Esquires. 


Certayne  obiections  to  be  propounded  to  Garter  and  Kirke 
by  yo'  worshipps  conceminge  certayne  slaunderous  reportes 
gy yen  out  by  them  of  some  of  great  honor  and  worshippe 
to  credyt  them  selves  thereby,  as  also  to  terryfye  the  comon 
people,  haying  coimtennce  (as  they  have  borne  the  cnntrye 
'|;  in  hand)  of  such  men  of  accompt,  and  suche  other  ptended 

comon  wealths  causes,   (to   counteniice  theire  authority)   to 

contrybute  to  them  such  Injurious  exactions,  as  they  would 

by  countennce   of    the  letters   patent,   and    such  men  of 

great  accompt  favouring  them  injuriously  inflickt  upon  the 

said  cuntry  great  Somes  of  money  as  upon  their  recevyng 

\  or  otherwyse  shall  appeare  unto  yo'  worshipps,  which  as 

I  most  men  thinke  a  great  pt  thereof  hath  bene  spent  in  Idle 

Jl  expenses,  and  the  rest  to  the  spoyle  of  a  great  deale  of  good 

timber  and  all  cast  away  to  no  purpose :  but  the  towne  in 
more  damage  of  Ruyne  then  ever  yt  was  before,  by  theire 
neglecting  the  trust  comytted  unto  them  about  the  said 
buysniesse. 

Imprimis  they  have  gy ven  out  to  dyvors  as  well  by  theire 
ownc  reportes,  ixa  others  theire  assocyates,  that  they  have 
suche  a  sure  frinde  of  my  Lord  chamberlayne  as  so,  &c.,  and 
that  they  have  bestowed  upon  his  honor  to  that  end,  A 
Bason  and  ewer  which  cost  them  seaventene  pounds  or 
more  money,  which  is  supposed  by  many  to  be  false  and 
uutrewe,  and  only  but  braggingly  gyven  out  for  the 
causes  aforesaid.  Witncsse  hereto  Wilson  the  gaoler  of 
Alsham  from  theire  owne  mouthes.  And  father  Lawrence 
of  Elmerton  have  said  in  effecte  (being  one  of  Kirke  his 
speciall  counsell)  that  he  hath  hard  Kirke  say  there  was 
gcvcn  a  thing  of  well  nigh  Twenty  pounds  price  broader 
then  his  Hatt  to  a  nobleman  which  the  said  Lawrence  hath 


I  reported  to  Oibaon,  goodmaQ  Haryson  of  Beaston  and  others, 

M""  Porter  being  Garter  his  wyfes  brother   being   of 

I  Bpeciall  coimaell  w'h   them,  tould  W'  Hartgrave  myuister 

I  of  Thwayglit,  that  they  had  a  spccyall  friiid  of  my  lord 

chamberlayne,  and  that  they  liad  gyven  him  a  bason  and 

ewer  of  xvij/.  price  and  yet  all  thought  to  be  untrewe,  and 

but  only  theirc  reportea  to  credyt  themselves  thereby,  &c. 

Item  the  said  Garter  Hath  also  reported  that  they  have 
,  sound  and  suer  frind  of  ray  Lord  Cromwell,  and  that 
I  they  had  gyven  him  to  be  theire  faythfull  and  assured  frind 
I  a  cuppe  and  one  other  Jewell  or  some  suche  thinge  of  the 
I  value  of  Twenty  pound  price.  Witnesse  from  Garter  hia 
I  owne  mouth  hereof,  Robert  Jenyman  of  Sheringhiii. 

Item  the  aoid  Eirke  liath  also  most  untruly  and  falsely 

I  (by  all  conjecture)  reported  that  he  hath  had  of  Sir  Willm. 

I  ^Ky'lo'i  Knight    one    Bargayne    of  Timber    for   the   peare 

kvhich  came  to  fyve  hundreth  pounde  which  they  had  in 

some  reasonable  sort  delyvered  but  for  a  second  bargayne 

of  foure  hundreth  pounds  which   the  said  S'  "Willni  hath 

had  of  that  money,  and  for  which  they  should  have  had  four 

I  hundreth  timber  trees  more  they  iiever  receyved  above  forty 
or  threescore  trees,  and  that  the  overthrow  of  the  whole 
■Worke  came  by  this  defect,  which  report  of  his  is  thought 
to  be  most  dishonest,  because  all  the  cuntry  well  knoweth 
that  S'  Willni  hath  bene  his  only  counteniice  in  all  those 
actions ;  and  that  he  would  rnythor  contribute  some  tymber 
or  other  supply  to  a  worke  which  he  bath  seemed  willingly 
to  further  by  all  good  meanes  to  be  effect-ed,  then  by  so 
injurious  a  meane  to  be  the  cause  to  overthrowe  the  same 
Witnesse  from  Kirke  his  owne  mouth  Ro.  Yaxloy  and 
John  Sheppard  who  hoard  Kirke  say  that  there  were  divers 
I  okes  standing  in  Baconsthorpe  which  he  had  payed  for,  and 
K.6ibsoii  heard  Garter  say  as  much. 


The  result  of  the  inquiry  is  contained  in  the  following 


letter,  addresaed  to  the  Privy  Council  by  the  Justices  i 
whom  the  matter  had  been  referred. 


0'  duties  in  most  humble  wise  remcmbred.  There  was 
most  effectuall  Ire  written  in  wynter  past  from  yo'  ho :  t^ 
TIB  and  two  gent,  more  of  this  contrey  touching  y*  Grannt 
passed  from  her  Ma""  to  Willm  Garter  and  Robt.  Kyrke 
of  y*  forfeyture  of  a  penali  Slatute  for  the  sowing  of  hempe; 
and  flttx  seede  w'hin  the  counties  of  Norff.  and  Suff. 
the  lett,  whie  the  same  Ire  was  no  soner  annswered,  hat£- 
ben,  because  some  of  us  in  y'  beginning  of  y'  yeare  were  a 
longo  tyme  out  of  y'  contrey,  and  fower  of  us  at  y'  least 
pscribed  to  deale  in  y'  service,  and  y°  wynter  season  not 
80  fitt  to  pforme  tlie  same.  Wee  could  not  deterrayne  o£ 
meeting  before  this  soiiier  now  passed.  In  this  Ire  of  yt 
ho;  wee  were  willed  to  call  before  us  the  said  Pattentcefl|), 
and  to  take  their  accompt  upon  oath,  what  had  ben  collecteA" 
by  force  of  y*  said  Grannt,  and  what  had  ben  imployed  to 
y"  benefytt  of  that  peere  at  Sheringham,  And  to  inquier  by 
all  good  meaues  how  to  comptroU  their  said  nccompts,  yf 
wee  should  suspect  anie  cause  of  uutrueth  in  them.  Alao 
to  view  by  o'  selves  and  some  men  of  skyll  y  peere  work^, 
that  wee  might  truly  in  forme  o' selvea  what  benefytt  hath, 
ensued  by  y'  charge  imployed,  and  in  what  state  the  worka 
now  18,  and  what  good  the  coiitjTince  of  the  said  chargdi 
maie  worke,  and  herof  uprightly  and  w'hout  pciality  to 
returne  a  certificat  unto  yo'  ho .  For  annswer  henmto  and.^ 
some  other  pte  besides  of  y'  same  \7e,  Yt  moic  please  yxi**' 
ho.  to  bo  advertised  that  the  26""  daie  of  July  past  wea 
had  o'  meeting  about  this  service  at  Sheringham,  Anfl 
though  woe  bad  by  authority  of  yo'  Ho;  Ires  written  and 
theriu  willed  Robt.  Kyrke  and  Willm.  Garter  to  be  befoK.j 
us  the  same  daie,  yet  neither  of  them  did  appoare.  So 
their  contempt  therin  weo  leave  to  bo  annswert^  before  yo*' 
Ho.     Weo  had  before  o'  meeting  sent  out  warraunts  to 
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chiefe  constables  of  evcrie  hundred  w'hin  tliia  county  of  Norff, 
to  certifie  ua,  what  money  had  ben  collected  by  vertue  of  the 
Baid  Grannts,  And  the  like  waa  don  w'hin  the  county  of 
Suff.  And  though  great  uncertaynty  of  the  truth  of  that 
Wh  hath  ben  collected,  waa  in  their  certificats,  by  reason 
that  many  were  dead,  who  had  paid,  and  likewlBO  many 
were  gon  out  of  the  contrey,  and  also  many  constables  kept 
no  reckoning  of  that  w'h  had  ben  gathered,  yet  by  com- 
paring those  certificats  w'h  a  booke  of  accompt  of  the  re- 
ceipts by  force  of  the  same  grannt  delivered  in  by  Kyrke  in 
the  [blank]  yeare  of  her  ma"  raigne  wee  do  fynde  his  corrupt 
dealing  in  manie  pts,  and  his  false  entrie  of  the  receipts 
80  often,  as  wee  make  no  reckoning  of  anie  truth  in  him. 
In  this  booke  Kyrke  doth  charge  himself  w'h  y'  receipts 
of  money  towards  the  same  peere  worke  for  five  ycares 
ended  1587.  So  as  what  hath  ben  received  since  by  him 
and  Garter,  through  the  unpfect  certificats  of  the  chief 
constables  and  the  wants  of  their  accompts  yealded  in,  wee 
can  drawB  downe  to  no  certaynty.  And  this  booke  one  of 
us  did  get  into  o'  hands  by  meanes  of  a  Ire  written  from 
o'  verie  good  Lord  the  L.  TreS  in  A°  1586  for  the  exaiuran 
then  of  Kyrks  receipts  wherin  litle  was  don,  through  the 
oft«n  absence  of  M'  Justice  Wyndam,  who  was  especially 
written  unto  to  deale  therin.  This  booke  doth  set  downe 
these  receipts  by  Kyrke :  ferat  900/.  received  to  the  behoofc 
of  the  same  peero  by  vertuo  of  a  lycense  granntcd  by  her 
Ma"'  for  the  tiisporting  of  20000  qrs  of  barley :  next 
1488/.  18s.  collected  and  received  w'hin  Suff.  and  NorfE.  by 
force  of  the  Statute  for  not  sowing  of  hemp  seed  and  flax 
soedc,  So  as  his  wholle  receipts  untill  87  by  his  owne  booke 
is  proved  to  be  2388/.  ISs.  and  yet  a  nomber  of  plicler 
receipts  unentred,  wherin  wee  are  directly  able  to  reprove 
him.  And  for  his  and  Garter's  receipts  since,  in  respect 
of  the  reasons  aforesaid,  wee  can  retornc  no  pfoct  certificnt. 
And  this  ia  as  much  aa  to  this  p'  of  yo""  Ho :  Ires  wee  can 


retorne  annawer.  Touching  tlie  longfh,  bredth,  and  heigth 
of  the  peereB,  and  the  skantlinga  of  the  whoUe  tymber 
thcrabout  used,  wee  have  thoroughly  viewed  and  measured 
the  same.  And  conferring  w'b  men  of  skvUi  what  the 
oharge  therof  shoidd  arise  unto,  their  iudgment  is,  that  such 
a  worke  might  be  pformed  for  [blank].  Before  o'  meeting 
at  Sheringbam  wee  gave  knowledge  therof  unto  the  Towns- 
men, and  desired  their  being  before  ua  at  o'  tyme  appoynted. 
And  80  wee  heard  as  naaoy  of  them  speake,  as  would  come 
before  us,  and  apeake,  and  upon  their  reasons  delivered,  and 
upon  o'  iudgment  hod  by  the  sight  of  the  worke,  wee  rest 
assured  hi  o''r  owue  psiiacons,  that  the  thinge  enterprised  is 
of  auch  difficulty  or  rather  impossibility,  as  the  same  will 
never  be  pfonned,  and  if  it  should  be  pformed,  yet  the 
charge  towards  the  contynnce  and  raayntennce  of  ye  same 
would  be  more  then  these  two  counties  were  able  to  bcare 
and  the  boate  roade  muche  the  woraae.  The  iudgment  of 
sondrie  anncient  men  being  LX  yeart.'a  of  age  aud  more, 
speaking  before  us,  was,  that  the  charge  alrcadie  imployed 
had  not  wrought  anie  benefytt  to  their  Harborough.  And 
thei  did  satisfie  us  w'h  their  reasons  to  approve  (he  same 
for  beforo  thci  might  come  neerer  to  y'  Towne  w'h  their 
boates,  then  now  thei  can,  and  their  fishermen  lande  w'h 
lesse  danger  for  the  peerc  being  built  somewhat  into  the  sea, 
doth  cause  the  byllowa  of  the  sea  sometyme  to  breakc,  and 
doth  indanger  therbie  their  boats  coming  w'h  tbeir  men  to 
land.  The  peere  also  being  built  so  lowo  into  the  sea  hath 
ben  the  cause,  that  a  small  channel  nere  unto  y'  laud, 
whcrinto  tbeir  boats  did  often  come  and  lande,  is  now  silted 
up,  and  therbie  thei  are  lett  from  landing  their  boata  so 
nere  unto  the  ahonre,  as  thci  were  wonte,  aud  are  forced 
to  come  wading  in  the  water  a  great  waic  from  the  ahoara. 
That  worke  w^h  ia  built  iuto  the  aea,  is  in  danger  everio 
wynter  to  bo  lost.  And  the  charge  of  a  rodde  of  that  la 
double  or  rather  treble  the  charge  of  a  rodd  o£   tlio 
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And  since  these  n'orkea  began,  the  state  of  y*  Towne  U 
rather  impaired,  and  some  of  the  chiefe  spared  not  openly 
to  Tvytneaae  as  much  before  ufi.  And  wee  caniiot 
that  the  coDtrey  hath  received  anie  good  therbie.  Seing  yo" 
ho :  pleasure  hath  ben  to  use  o'  travell  in  this  biuynee, 
vilbe  bold  to  impte  unto  yo'  Ho:  what  wee  hold  mo«t  fytt 
to  be  don  towardes  bringing  the  same  to  an  ende.  We«  do 
iudge  it  altogether  labo^  lost  to  hare  the  worbe  proceeded 
w'h,  by  building  anie  thinge  further  into  y*  eea :  wee  tfainka 
it  also  moat  meete  to  have  the  tymber.  w'h  ba(h  ben  im- 
ployed  about  the  north  peere  wholly  taken  up,  and  a  grt^t 
pte  of  that  plucked  downe  to  the  sea  warde,  w'h  i$  alreodte 
built  upon  the  east  and  west  peere,  w'h  tymber  so  taken, 
together  w'h  that  w'h  lieth  upon  the  wharfe  [torn]  and 
w'h  a  great  porcon  of  tymber,  w'h  thei  have  yet  Mundiiig 
and  have  paid  for.  will  able  them  sufficiently  to  build  ■mall 
Jetties  or  peeres  from  the  mayne  towardes  the  eea  for  the 
safetie  of  their  Towne,  over  and  besides  those  three  peerea, 
Wh  thei  have  alreadie.  And  these  poereo,  will  worlu  a 
full  safety  for  the  Towne,  and  what  so  ever  cost  ■•  mon 
bestowed  to  build  upon  the  sea,  wilbe  lust,  and  htlluirbv 
proveth  rather  hurtful  to  their  fisher  craft,  then  uUiorwiM. 
And  the  safetie  of  the  Towne  being  thus  prided  fur,  the 
grievance  of  the  subiect  in  y'  execn^n  of  this  penall 
Statute  by  Iier  Ma"  favo'  and  yo*  ho:  allowance  m&ie  cetuw, 
lor  wee  be  psuaded  that  these  men  themselves  knowe  thia 
to  be  true,  w'h  wee  do  wright,  and  wee  assure  o*  selvM,  that 
it  is  farre  of  from  her  Ma**  pleasure  and  the  will  of  yo* 
to :  to  have  y'  gayne  and  [torn]  of  private  pnon*  coverod 
w'h  the  abaddowe  of  a  publick  benefytt,  and  there  is  nothinf^ 
ella  by  them  sought  herin.  To'  ho:  Ire  in  eanivnt  tiiuiiifr 
preaseth  us,  to  retome  a  true  annawer  in  these  caiiseH,  And 
wee  protest  before  God,  that  so  wee  do,  so  farftrrtti  »■  o* 
undcrstandinge  guideth  us,  and  if  wee  do  misjudife,  0(h1 
hath  blinded  o'  iudgment,  and,  that  appearing  wu«  muwL 
VOL.  X,]  a 
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acknowledge  o'  ignorannce,  and  not  anie  otlierwiBe  to  1 
^  miscarryed.     The  last  part  of  yo'  Ho :  Ire  dotli  direct  ua 

make  inquiry,  how  apt  the  Boile  of  y*  Frandxis  of  Bury 

for  the  Bowing  of  hempe  and  flax  seede.      And  because 

dwelling  is  farre  from  thence,  wee  have  sought  to  satisi 

o'  selves  therin  by  the  iudgment  of  some  g^t:  dweUin 

in  SufP.  who  knowe  the  place,   and  pte  of  them  be  n* 

dwelling  in  y*  Franchis,   And   of  whose  integrity  in  ; 

deliving  of  a  trueth  wee  have  good  opynion,  And  thei  ( 

certefye  That  in  effect  the  wholle  pte  of  y«  soile  of  H 

V  Franchis  of  Bury  is  and  hath  ben  in  sondrie  places  try< 

'"  to  be  altogither  unapt  for  the  sowing  of  hempe  or  flax  seec 

I  and  so  is  also  dyvers  pts  of  this  countrye.     And  the 

i:  reasons  be  set  downe,  w^h  for  shortnes,  wee  omytt  to  recyt 

Thus  beseeching  yo'  Ho:  to  accept  in  good  pte  o'  lab 
«  herin  bestowed,  wee  humbly  take  o'  leave. 

'  Cop.  Ire  to  y*  LLs. 

i:  touching  Sher. 

7  Oct.  92. 

The  accorapt  for  Sheringham  and  Beston  Pear 
in  the  county e  of  Norff.  delyved  12  die  Novembi 
A**  xxviij°  Eliz.  Il°«. 

The  whole  Accomptes  of  receiptes  by  vertue  of  the  statu 
for  not  sowinge  of  hemp  seed  and  Flax  seede  w*hin  tl 
countie  of  Norff.  and  SufiF.  A°  1583,  as  followeth. 

Fyrst  in  Suff.  for  the  circuyt  of  Bery     -  -  xx/. 

In  Norff.  for  the  Hundred  of  Tunstede   -  -  xj7.       xvi 

The  Hundred  of  Blowfelde  and  Walsh""m  -  xv/. 

The  Hundred  of  Taverham    -         -         -  -  ix/.     viiJ6 

The  Hundred  of  Loddon  and  Claveringe  -  xvij/.  xvii 

The  Hundred  of  dysse vij/.    x*. 

The  Hundred  of  Earsham      -         -         -  -  v/. 
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The  Hundred  of  Depwade  .... 
The  Hundred  of  Henstedfl  .  .  .  . 
The  Hundred  of  Thetforde  .  .  .  ■ 
The  Huiidnd  of  Fourehowe  -  -  -  - 
The  Hundred  of  llumbleyearde  -  -  - 
The  Hundred  of  South  grene  hooe 
The  Hundred  of  Grymshewe  and  Wolaude  - 
The  Hundred  of  Shroph^m  -  .  -  - 
The  Hundred  of  ailtoroese  .... 
The  Hundred  of  Lauadyshe  •  .  -  - 
The  Hundred  of  Smythdon  .... 
The  Hundred  of  Gallowe  and  Brother  crosse  . 
The  Hundred  of  Freebridge  at  Lynn  and 
Freebridge  ex*  iSslande  .... 
The  Hundred  of  Clackolose  .... 
The  Hundred  of  Northerpingh'^m 
The  Hundred  of  Eynsforde  .... 
The  Hundred  of  Holte  .... 

The  Hundred  of  North  grene  Hooe 
The  Hundred  of  Southerpingh'^m 


^■'. 

viij/. 

xjs. 

viij/. 

X*. 

.ij;. 

viij». 

w. 

Ij'- 

XT«. 

XTJi. 

xrj,. 

il. 

yijl. 

iviji. 

Tiiji 

xiij/. 

rj.. 

viij/. 

xxijcf. 

yiijL 

xiiij/. 

yij.. 

xnil. 

xiiijs. 

xiij/. 

xviija. 

t/. 

xiijs. 

xviiji 

'.  XT». 

The  whole  Accomptes  of  receypts  by  vertue  of 
the  statute  for  not  sowinge  of  Hempseed  and  Flax 
eeede  w'hin  the  count;  of  Norff.  in  A^  1584,  1585, 
and  A"  1586,  as  foUoweth. 


The  Hundred  of  Hoult       - 

xiijV. 

xiiijtf. 

The  Hundred  of  Humbleyarde   - 

xiiijV. 

The  Hundred  of  Fourehooe 

xiijt 

xvs. 

Hiid. 

The  Hundred  of  Qallowe  and  Brother 

crosse 

xv]7. 

The  Hundred  of  Eynsforde 

x^/. 

xvijs. 

.Tjd. 

The  Hundred  of  Tunstede 

XT/. 

The  Hundred  of  Southerpingh""m 

xvjA 

The  Hundred  of  Northerpingh""m 

xxj7. 

8  2 

xxly/. 

yi«. 

xiij/. 

xyj«. 

xvij/. 

x«. 

xv/. 

x«. 

xxviij/. 

Tiij«. 

xyL 

xviiJA 
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The  Hundred  of  Est  and  west  flegg 

and  Happing         -        -         -         -    xxiv/.    yj«.     viijA 
The  Hondred  of  Taveram 
The  Hundred  of  Hensted  -         -         - 
The  Hundred  of  Shroph""m 
The  Hundred  of  Depwade 
The  Hundred  of  Guiltcrosse 
The  Hundred  of  Dysse       -         -         - 
The  Hundred  of  Ersh^^m  -        -         -    xij7. 
The  Hundred  of  Loddon  and  Claver- 

ynge viij/. 

The  Hundred  of  Metf  orde  -         -     xx/. 

The  Hundred  of  Landich  -         -         -    xxij/. 
The  Hundred  of  waland  and  Grims- 

hooe     - xxx/. 

The  Hundred  of  Southgrenhooe  -         -     xx/.  ^ 

The  Hundred  of  Smjthdon         -         -     xij/. 

The  Hundred  of  Freebrydge  ex*  mslande  iij/.         x#. 

Receiptes  by  vertue  of  a  Lycense  granted  for  the 
transportinge  of  Twenty  Thousande  quarters  of 
Barley  in  Ten  yeares  as  folio  we  th. 

Of  Jr  Smyth  of  Yearraothe  IP  Buntingc  of  ^ 
Creake  and  others  for  the  quantiti  of  Fvve  >eccl/. 
Thowsande  quarters  at  vij7.  the  Hundred  -  J 
Itm.  of  M'  Sidney  for  the  remaynder  of  the  ^ 

same  Lycence  namely  for  xv  Thowsande  Vcecccl/. 
quarters         -  -         -         -         -         -  J 

Receytes  for  Topwood  and  Underwood  ^ 

converted  to  Byllet  Faggs  and  other-  V  Ixx/.      xviij«. 
wyse  to  fyringe  and  for  barke  -         -  J 

Sm*^  totali     -     m.  vij*^  xlv/.  xiij«.  vjr/. 
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The  whole  aoooiintes  of  the  Peerereves  of  Sheryng- 
h'^m  and  Beaton  conceminge  their  somes  of  money 
desbursed  for  the  reedifienge  of  the  same  decayed 
peares  As  followeth. 

Imprimis  for  Tymber  bought  of  S'  wyll""m  "| 
Paston  Knyght  A«  1582.     Thirty  Okes  Ix/. 
at  Gresh^^m J 

Itm.  for  fellinge  and  carrynge  of  the  same      iiij/. 

Itm.   bought  of  S'  Will"^m  Heydon   In^ 

A®  1683  Two  Hundred  and  Fowerscore  Vclxxxv/. 
Okes j 

Itm.  for  fellinge,  cuttinge,  sawinge,  and  ) 
carrynge  of  the  same   -         -         -         -  j       * 

Itm.   bought  of  Willm.  Spinke  Thomas^ 
Whisker    and    Richard    Newman     at  >cc/. 
Thuming  Fy  ve  hundred  Okes       -         -  J 

Itm.   for  fellinge,   cutting,  sawinge,   and  1  . 
carrynge  y*  same         -         -         -         -  J 

Itm.  bought  of  S'  Willm.  Haydon  Knyght  1      ....^ 
A»  1584  three  Hundred  okes         -         -  J  ^^"^•^"  ^^• 

Itm.  for  fellinge,  sawinge,  and  carrynge  ) 

and  cutting  the  same   -         -         -         -  j 

Itm.  more  bought  of  Sir  Will""m  Heydon  ^ 
A*   1585   three  hundred    and   fowerty  Vcccl/. 
okes J 

Itm.  for  fellinge,  cuttinge,   and   sawinge 
the  same     - 

Itm.  unto  Two  men  to  loade  Cartes  in  the 
wood  and  other  Two  men  to  attend  the 
unladinge  of  the  cartes  at  Home,  by  the  }-  xxviij/. 
space  of  one  Hundred  and  fourty  dayes 
at  xijd,  a  daye  eche  man      ... 
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Itm.  for  workmanshipp  to  Rioharde  New- 
man and  his  Fower  men  from  the  zij^ 
of  Aprill  A»  1683  tiU  the  Nynth  of 
August  1584  w^h  is  threscore  nyne 
weekes  The  masters  wages  beinge  ij^.  vjd. 
the  daye,  and  eche  of  his  men  ziiijV.  the 
daye  Amountinge  unto  xliij«.  the  weke, 
is  for  threscore  and  nyne  weekes  one 
hundred  fowerscore  and  eight  poundes 
seven  shillings  wheroute  abatinge  one 
monethe  of  Holye  dayes  whearein  they 
wrought  not  viij/.  xij«.  so  payed  unto 
hym  at  sondry  tymes  -         -         - 

Itm.  unto  Three  men.  Two  of  them^ 
goingo  in  the  Crane  and  the  tbirde  to 
guyde  the  pyles  and  unlose  the  Bettles 
for  the  same  tyme  of  Threscore  nyne 
weekes  ech  of  them  xijrf.  the  daye  thre- 
score two  poundes  wherout  abatinge  for 
one  monethe  in  Holye  dayes  iij/.  xij«. 
so  payed  to  them  -         -         -         . 

Itm.  unto  Fower  men   for  breakinge  of  \ 
tymber  fitt  for  the  wourkmens  handes  I 
Nynescore  dayes  at  Foure  shillings  two 
pence  the  daye    -         -         -         -         - 

Itm.  for  Three  payer  of  Tryces,  and  all "( 
things  thereto  belonginge     - 

Whiche  workemanshipp  extended  the  west  ^ 
peere  two  hundreth  and  threscore  footo, 
the  carryage  of  Stone  and  fillingo  of 
every  Ten  foote  wherof  amounting  to  xl«. 

Itm.  to  Bn^stowe  and  his  foure  men  from 
the  xxiiij»»»  of  August  A°  1584  till  the 
xviij^*"  of  October  A°  1585  the  Maysters 
wages  beinge  ijs.  the  daye  and  echo  of 


>-  cxxzix/.  xy«. 


^Iviij/.  x«. 


XXXVlj/.  X8. 


>  XXllJS. 


Iij7. 
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Ij/.  vj«. 


xxviij/. 


his  men  xiiije/.  a  daye  that  is  to  saye  ^cxij/. 
the  weeke  xb.  is  for  threscore  weekes 
one  Hundreth  and  Twenty  poundes  a- 
batinge  for  xxiiij   dayes  of  prayer  so 
payed  -         -         -         -         - 

Itm.  for  three  men  Two   goinge  in  the 

Crane    and   the    thirde    guydinge  the 

Pyles  and  Betels  duringe  y*  said  Ivij 

weekes  at  xviij«.  the  weeke  -         -  - 

Whiche  workemanshipp  extended  the  Est  '^ 

peere  one  Hundreth  Fourscore  foote  the 

carryage  of  stone  and  fillinge  therof  in 

parte  coste 

And  also  fynished  footes  in  breakwater  at  1  . 

the  west  pere      -         -         -         ^         .  j 

Itm.  unto  Pasfelde  and  His  men  for  the  ^ 

workmanshipp  of  Threscore  Foure  foote  Vlxiiij/. 
of  the  west  pere J 

Itm.  the  chargies  of  buildinge  a  Block-  \ 

howse  uppon  the  Clyffe  of  Lyme  and  [       ...      .      ... 

stone  w*h  a  Eoofe  theanmto  w%  Porche  [         J  *    J  '      J  * 
meete  for  our  great  Ordynannce  -         -  ; 

Itm.   for  newe   Carryages  made  for  the 

same  ordenannce  .         .         - 

Itm.  for  breade  and  beare  bestowed   on  \ 

Carryers  of  Tymber  at  a  peney  halfe  I 

peney  the  carte  and  divers  other  helpers  [ 

since  the  beginninge  of  the  worke         -  ) 

Itm.  for  Tryce  ropes  to  unloade  the  cartes,  '^ 
and   great   Ropes  for   the   Crane  and 
Beetelsy   and  other  ropes  nedefull  for 
the  wourke  of  the  peere 

Itm.  for  Iron  wourke  occupied  aboute  the 
Crane  Beetels  and  Peeres 


-} 


xxs. 


.  xx/.  xv«. 


>  xxxiij/.  x«. 
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Itm.   for  Brasse  wourke  in  shyyes,  and^ 

other    necessarieB    belonginge    to    the  V  viij/«  TJ«.  yiijef. 

Betels  and  Crane         -         -        -        -  J 
Itm.  for  the  charges  and  expenses  ordynarie 

and  eztraordinarye  bestowed  in  suinge 

and  travealinge  of  y*  attayninge  of  the 

benefytt  of  the  statute  and  Lycense  and 

collectinge  up  of  the  money  allotted  unto 

us  by  the  space  of  theis  Foure  yeares 

Sm""  totali  ij™  xxxj/.  xji 

iij°>  /  vij«  /  iij"  /  xvij/.  /  iiij«. 


-1  This  is  the  last  evidence  I  have  found  among  the  MSS 

if  in  Lord  Townshend's  possession  of  the  fate  of  the  pier  a 

Shoringham  and  the  men  who  traded  upon  it.      Probably 
i  among  the  papers  in  some  public  office  it  may  be  possible  U 

I  trace   the  further  proceedings  of  the   Privy  Council,  bu 

1^  there  are  none  such  at  Raynham.     My  readers  must  there 

R-  fore  draw  their  own  conclusions  from  this  imperfect  history 

and  decide  for  themselves  whether  justice  was  meted  ou 
to  the  gang  of  speculators  and  patentees  who  had  injure< 
two  counties  by  their  exactions  and  jeopardized  Shcringhan 
by  their  blunders,  or  whether  they  escaped  the  penaltie 
due  to  their  misdeeds,  sheltered  by  patrons  whoso  hand 
perhaps  were  not  more  clean  than  their  own. 

The  following  letter,  however,  appears  to  show  that  tin 
work  was  stopped,  though  it  does  not  lead  to  the  impressioi 
that  the  small  piers,  which  according  to  evidence  seemed  s< 
necessary,  were  ever  substituted  for  the  abandoned  anc 
condemned  enterprise. 

My  dutie  unto  yo'  Wo*".  Fyrst  remembred  may  it  pleas< 
the  sam  to  bo  advertised  and  beyng  requested  by  thii 
bearer  Nicholas  Buller  to  certyfye  yo*^  wo*"  (by  wryting  foi 
that  my  sycknes  have  ben  and  styll  is  such  that  I  am  no' 
liable  to  travell)  the  truth  of  some  matters  no  we  in  questyor 
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(as  he  tell  me)  betwyne  him  and  some  of  the  Townesmen  for 
ccrteyne  Tymber  lyeng  in  the  yard  of  Kyrk.  So  it  is  yf  it 
muye  please  yo'  wo'  that  the  Townesmen  and  the  sayd  Kyrk 
did  growe  in  controvsye  about  some  four  or  fyve  yerea  past 
for  CLTteyn  Tymber  then  in  Kyrkes  yard  which  they  wold 
have  had  and  it  was  ther  agreed  befor  yo"  Wo'  (as  I  do 
remember)  that  the  sayd  Kyrk  should  have  that  Tymber  in 
his  yard  and  not  to  raedJe  with  aney  more  and  to  this  agrem' 
jo'  wo'  wold  have  bond  of  the  sayd  Kyrk  with  suertj'e  for 
the  pi'ormaunce  therof  w'h  I  with  one  Richard  Somman 
nowe  dead  cntred  to  the  use  of  S'  Willm.  Paaton  and  yo' 
wo'  w'li  bond  I  crave  at  yo'  hands  maye  be  delyved  to  this 
bearer  seyng  Kyrk  nev  after  medled  with  aney  Tymber  as 
the  Towneamen  knowe,  and  nowe  have  bene  dead  a  long 
tyme,  and  therefore  I  thinke  yo'  wo'  is  pswaded  ther  cano 
not  aney  thing  be  nowe  done  by  him  to  hynder  yo'  order 
to  the  Townesmen  therfor  I  liopp  I  shall  have  my  bond  at 
yo'  hands.  But  this  much  I  am  to  certyfye  yo'  wo'  that  some 
of  them  whom  you  have  put  in  trust  for  this  Tymber  bnue 
gayned  and  will  gajTie  c  and  more  to  themselves  as  I  hopp  I 
will  prove  before  yo'  wo"  and  by  this  meanes  the  Towne  ia 
lyke  to  be  mad  a  netlebuate  for  nothing  ia  imployed  to  make 
emale  peares  nor  other  defence  for  the  aafgard  of  the  sayd 
Towne  and  that  Tymber  that  ther  remayned  (by  report) 
was  worth  almost  cc/  w°h  yf  ther  had  bene  good  Townes- 
men might  have  bene  sold  and  the  use  of  it  imployed  to  the 
I  erecting  yerely  of  such  pearea  and  the  rest  to  the  use  of 
the  poore  and  not  for  such  as  were  put  in  trust  to  take  this 
benyfytt  from  the  Towne  to  themselfes  w'^h  I  hopp  yo'  wo" 
will  Be  reformacon  without  further  travell.  Thua  humbly 
taking  my  leave  of  yo"  wo'  from  Sheringhm  in  hast  this 
Fyrstof  ^f''ch6lC01. 
Yo'  wo'  cv  at  eoiiinndmt 
To  the  Right  wo'  John  Rolf. 
Nathanyell  Bacon  Esquyer 
at  Styfkey  gcve  these. 
I I 
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From  the  Privy  Council  of  King  Charles  I.,  28th  Febritabt, 
1631,  APPoiNTiNa  Sir  Hamon  Le  Strange  of  Hunstanton 
Collector  of  Fines  on  Composition  for  Knighthood,  in 
THE  County  of  Norfolk. 

OOlOnTVIOATBD    BT 

HAMON    LB    STKANQE,    ESa 


The  following  document  from  the  Hunstanton  Muniment 
Room  is  a  Commission  from  the  Privy  Council  of  Charles  I., 
which  accompanied  a  letter  under  sign  manual  from  that 
king,  directed  to  Sir  Edward  Bacon  and  the  rest  of  the 
Commissioners  for  the  County  of  Norfolk,  and  appointing 
Hamon  Le  Strange  of  Hunstanton  Collector  of  Fines  on 
Composition  for  Knighthood  in  the  county.  The  letter 
of  appointment  is  of  no  particular  interest,  so  I  have  not 
transcribed  it ;  but  the  commission  shows  the  searching  and 
peremptory  manner  in  which  these  feudal  dues  were 
exacted,  shortly  before  the  period  when  they  were  swept 
away  by  the  Long  Parliament. 

The  appended  list  of  sixty-five  names  shows  those 
gentlemen  who  pleaded  that  they  were  not  liable,  as  not 
having  been  seized  of  £40  per  annum  at  His  Majesty's 
coronation  ;  while  three  more  are  marked  as  having  pleaded 
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other  excuses,  which  had  been  OTerroIed  m  dilatorj 
icsufQcient. 


;  ■'  After  o'Tery  heartie  comendationa.    This  Board  hai 

.|[  taken  into  consideration  how  cb&rgeahle  &  trooUesoni 

I  maj  be  to  diners  gentlemen  in  that  Conntie  of  Norff. 

haue  formerly  beene  reserred  to  make  their  Composi 

'  for  knighthood  heare,  and  not  w"*  yow  his  Mat***  Com 

>  the  oonntrie.      And  that  they  are  nowe  desizowa  of 

2  -  same  grace  ofifred  there,  to  y*  rest  wboe  bane  Compowi 

*£  allready  w"*  yow.     Hie  Ua"*  hath  beene  mooed  therd 

1i  hath  beene  gratioasly  pleased  to  give  yow  power  in 

I  Behalfe  by  his  Comission  w^  wee  send  yow  hCTew*«U 

*  as  notw'^'standing  any  ffonner  restraints  yow  mais  i 

f  I  alsoe  Gompounde  w*^  those  Gentlemen  aa  likewise  w*^ 

others  that  shall  lepaire  unto  yow  for  the  aame  the  nob 

.  .^  only  excepted  according  to  ye  last  Instnicoons  given 

!    iS  on  that  Behalfe,  w***  was  not  to  take  lease  then  after 

i:.^  rate  of  thrioe  and  an  halfe  asmoch  as  the  partie  C 

pounding  shalbe  in  the  subsedy,  but  therein  yov  u 

goueme  y'  eelucs  according  to  ye  knowledge  you  shall  ] 

of  each  mans  estate  for  the  benefitt  of  his  Ma''*  tak 

more  if  yow  see  cawse ;  Bat  not  lesse  of  any.     And  beo 

his  Ma***  &  this  Boarde  haue  ffownd  good  effects  by 

ffonner   paineB  and   carefull  endeavors   in   this   servio 

bath   nowe   pleased  him  further    to  intrust  yow   w*** 

examinacon  of  such  Pleas  as  diuers  peons  haue  putt 

the  Excheq'  for  their  seucrall  discharge  as  not  being  ly 

to  such  ffines  or  Composicons.     The  names  of  such  per 

together  w"*  their  different  cases  pleaded  are  hereincl 

and  sent  unto  yow,  wherein  by  his  Mat'"  speciull  direct 

yow  ore  to  use  all  good  &  lawfull  meanee  as  well  by 

assistance  of  the  High  Constables  in  euerj'  division  aa 

yo'  owne  perticular  kiiowledg  to  eiiform  yo'  selves  of 

True  state  and  liuclyhood  of  each  pson  soe  pleading.     . 
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80  many  of  them  aa  yow  shall  ffinde  to  bee  of  Estate 
answerable  to  ye  vallewes  for  w'''  others  haue  Compownded 
That  yow  take  them  liltewiee  into  Composicon  {if  they  Boe 
desire)  according  to  ye  saide  Instruccons.  But  in  case  they 
shall  refuse  or  neg-lect  soe  to  doe,  yow  maie  let  them  knowe 
that  upon  yo'  Certifficute  they  must  expect  to  undergoe  a 
Ugall  Tryall  in  the  Court  of  Exclieq'  upon  their  said  Pleas. 
And  whereas  wee  alsoe  are  euformed  that  there  are  some 
who  have  likewise  pleaded  to  their  issues  &  returned  m 
charge  in  the  Excheq'  That  their  ancestors  either  dyed  since 
his  Ma''*"  Coronacon  or  themselues  haue  since  purchased 
their  estates  yo'  extraordinary  care  wilbe  expected  to  make 
an  exacte  returne  to  this  Board  of  the  true  state  of  their 
cases  pticularly,  To  the  endo  that  w"*  such  of  them  as 
relyeing  on  those  Pleas  shall  neglect  to  make  their  Compo- 
aicons  w""  yow  such  Course  niaie  bee  taken  as  by  his  Ma''" 
learned  Counccll  shalbe  thought  ffitting.  Yo'  industrious 
and  diligent  proceedings  herein  wilbe  right  acceptable  to  his 
Ma"°  and  much  importing  his  seruice;  And  therefore  hee 
will  expect  from  yow  a  speedy  and  exact  Account  of  yo' 
endeavours.  And  soe  wee  bid  yow  very  heartily  ffarewell. 
ffrom  Whitehall  the  last 

of  ffebruary,  1631.         To'  very  loueing  ffreinds 

Tho,  Coventry      Riveston  Manchester 

Dorsett  Kellye  Sra..  Cottington. 

J.  Bridgwaters     Guil.  London    J.  Coke. 

Wimbleton  flulkland. 

Went  wor  the. 


NorfF,  The  names  of  all  such  persons  in  the  said  County 
of  aa  haue  put  in  their  pleas  ifor  the  discharge  of  the 
duty  of  Knighthood  at  the  Coronacon  wherein  it  is  to  be 
noted  that  all  those  w'""  are  not  quoted  what  pleas  they 
haue  put  in  are  such  aa  haue  pleaded  not  seized  of  xl"  per 
anil  at  his  Ma''"  Coronaron  and  three  yeares  before  and 
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'  such  as  haue  pleaded  any  other  pleas  that  are  overuled 

i  the  Barons  of  the  Excheq'  to  bee  insufficient  and  dylai 

are  mked  w*^  ye  letter  0. 

Nichus  Bradford  de  Ciuit  Norw^^ 

Baskervile  Bacon  de  Uockham,  ar. 

Thomas  Baxter  de  Dunsham,  sen.,  ar. 

Bicus  Burton  de  Wymondham,  gent. 
ill  ,  Robtus  Beales  de  Cley,  gen. 

Marmaduke  Browne  de  South  Wotton,  gen 
y   I  Tho.  Bruwell  de  Birchara,  yeoman 

^   I  Tho.  Badham  de  Swaffham,  gent. 

Bicus  Buttivant  de  Blowefeilde 

Tho.  Blowfeild  de  Sustead 
I    I  Bicus  Bond  de  Binted 

♦  I  Willus  Bury  de  Civ.  Norwc,  Alderman 
H   I                                                Johes  Boray  de  eadm,  gent. 

fc  I  Edwardf  Barkham  de  Eastwalton,  gent. 

•  1  Thomas  Blosse  de  Civit.  Norwc,  ar. 

Jacobus  Calthorpe  de  Cockthorpe 
Edwus  Cale  de  Edringthorpe 
Robtus  Craske  de  Civit.  Norwic 
Tho.  Carver  de  eadm 
Martin  Calthorp  de  Ilueklinge,  g. 
Johes  Cooper  de  Reynston,  gent, 
flfranciscs  Cardy  de  Bramerton 
Johes  Corke  de  Holmeston 
Henric  Crofts  de  Alesham 
Ricus  Cupus  de  Norwic 
Hugo  Dixon  de  Pensthorpe 
Thomas  Drury  de  Downham 
Johes  Dobbes  de  Blakeneye 
Thomas  Dixon  de  Norwch 
Erasmus  Earle  de  Saule,  ar. 
Robertus  ffarthinge  de  Walpole 
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Bicus  ffreeston  de  Mendham 
Gregor  Ourkell  de  Lyn  Regs 
Oalfdus  Garrett  de  Scotthowe 
Carolus  Oamishe  de  Thorpe 
LeocHdus  Holmes  de  Yarmouthe 
Tho.  Hayward  de  Hockholde 
Antfaus  Johnson  de  Norwio 
Johnes  Johnson  de  Bircham  Tofts 
Edwus  Mayes  de  Norwic 
Aslake  Lange  de  Pulham 
Edwdus  Nobles  de  Hiluerston 
Josephus  Norgate  de  Norwic 
Tho.  Palgraue  de  Thuxton 
Matheus  Peckouer  de  Norwic 
Joties  Pell  de  Darsingham 
Edwdus  Beeue  de  Norwic 
Daniel  Rushmer  de  eadm 

o  Jacobus  Scambler  de  Hickling 
Robtus  Stileman  de  ffeildalling 
Adam  Scambler  de  Heueningham 
Johes  Steuenson  de  Yarmouthe 
Robtus  Sigon  de  Brancaster 
Tho.  Salter  de  Tottington 
Donnstany  Southwell  de  Norwic 

o  Tho.  Thursbye  de  Ashwicking 
Tho.  Talbott  de  Wymondham 
Willus  Wayte  de  Lyn  Regs 
Robtus  Wardell  de  Terrinton 

o  Tho.  Wright  de  Kirveston 
Henry  Warde  de  Horsteade 
Tho.  Athowe  de  Bichamwell 
W*  Brooke  de  C^*  Norwic 
W*  Denny  C*  Norwic,  milea 
Henric  Gaye  de  Wymondham. 


t^hmm    Cl^xtrrl^   anb   ISrbrjT 


COMXUiriOATBD  BT 

THE     REV.     C.    R.     MANNING,     F.S.A., 

Hon.  See. 
(Read  at  Woy1)orae,  September  21st,  1886.) 


Twenty-six  years  ago  *'Sylvanu8  Urban"  invited  his 
Norfolk  friends  to  supply  his  magazine  ^  with  a  plan  and 
sketches  of  the  interesting  ruins  of  Weybome  Priory. 
Since  that  time,  it  has  been  my  own  desire  and  that  of 
other  members  of  our  society  to  visit  this  place,  and 
endeavour  to  make  out  the  arrangements  which  so  much 
puzzled  his  learned  contributor,  Mr.  E.  A.  Freeman,  the 
well-known  historian  of  the  Norman  Conquest.  Its  remote 
situation  has  hitherto  prevented  our  making  it  a  point  of 
attack  in  a  summer  excursion ;  but  the  opening  of  the 
railway  to  Holt  has  enabled  us  to  land,  like  the  Danes  of 
old,  at  **  Weyborne  Hope,"  and  take  in  our  mental  grasp 
what  treasures  we  may  find  there.  About  eighteen  years 
before,  Mr.  Gunn  had  referred  to  the  ruined  tower  here  as 
a  specimen  of  Saxon  work,  in  the  Archceological  Joumaly* 
where  a  small  woodcut  is  given  of  it.  The  paper  by  Mr. 
Harrod,  in  our  own  volumes,  on  the  Weyborne  Pits,  makes 
no  reference   to  the   church  or  ruins  ;^   and  that  by  Mr. 

1  Gentleman's  Magazine,  New  Scries,  ix.  C6,  for  July,  1860. 
»  YI.  362.  •  Korf.  Arch.,  iii.  232. 
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Boldmg,  a  little  later,  is  restricted  to  his  discovery  of  a 
Roman  kiln  in  the  parish  in  1857.''  But  for  many  years 
past  Mr.  Bolding  has  been  a  careful  investigator  of  the 
original  plan  of  these  ruins,  and  has  laid  down  what  he 
considers  to  have  been  the  disposition  of  the  buildings  at 
several  different  periods  of  their  history,  which  I  hope  will 
be  more  fully  explained  to  us  to-day.  It  is  especially 
.desirable  that  what  may  have  been  the  Saxon  portions 
should  be  ascertained,  if  there  are  any ;  and  I  believe  that 
from  a  study  of  the  composition  of  tlic  mortar  in  the 
foundations  lying  westward  of  the  Saxon  tower,  Mr, 
Bolding  will  ttll  you  that  he  has  traced  some  of  the  original 
Saxon  work  there.  It  is  also  important  that  the  relation 
of  the  conventual  and  the  parochial  buildings  to  each  other 
should  be  ascertained,  as  this  is  one  of  those  called  divided 
or  double  churches,  which  are  much  better  understood  now, 
since  the  celebrated  Arundel  case  was  the  subject  of  a  trial 
at  law.  If  our  visit  to-day  has  not  the  result  of  settling 
every  point  in  these  curious  and  complicated  remains  to  the 
eatisfoction  of  all,  yet  I  think  wc  shall  have  clone  some- 
thing useful,  if  we  can  get  an  accurate  plan  of  the  existing 
walls  and  foundations,  and  publish  it  in  our  volumes. 

That  there  was  a  church  here  in  pre-Norman  times  is 
evident  from  the  architecture  of  the  mined  tower,  the 
belfry  stage  to  the  south  showing  circular  and  triangular 
arcading,  and  circles  for  sound  holes.  This,  Mr.  Freeman, 
in  the  letter  which  I  will  read  presently,  treats  as  a  western 
tower  to  a  destroyed  church,  there  being  no  appearance  (as 
he  thought)  of  its  having  been  a  central  one.  Blomefield 
states  that  "  Hugh  de  Abriucis,  Earl  of  Chester,  had  a 
grant  from  the  Conqueror  of  this  lordsliip,  which  was  held 
in  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confessor  by  Hacon,  or  Hagan, 
son  of  Swan,  eldest  son  of  Earl  Godwin,  and  elder  brother 
of  King  Harold  ; "  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  he  may 
'  Kor/.  Areh.,  v.  2M. 
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have  been  the  builder  of  the  Saxon  church.  The  Priory  of 
Austin  Canons  was  founded  here  by  Ralph  Mayngaryn,  op 
Mainwaring,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.,  or  more  probably 
by  the  second  Ralph,  in  the  time  of  King  John.  The  ruins 
of  the  choir  remain,  to  the  east  of  the  old  tower  and  o£ 
the  parish  chancel ;  and  the  cloisters  and  other  conventual 
building  were  on  the  north  side ;  the  parochial  church 
being  built  to  the  south-west  of  the  old  Saxon  tower,  with 
another  tower  at  the  west  end,  the  chancel  being  a  "  lean- 
to"  against  the  Saxon  tower.  All  this  causes  such  a 
confused  appearance,  and  has  such  &  curious  interest  in 
coanectioa  with  the  double  arrangement  o£  such  churches, 
that  it  will  be  desirable  to  read  the  impression  produced 
upon  Mr.  Freeman  when  he  visited  the  place,  as  described 
by  him  in  the  letter  to  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  already 
referred  to.  Speaking  first  of  the  arrangements  of 
churches  which  were  both  pai'ochial  and  monastic,  he 
says  : — "  When  a  church  was  held  in  common  by  the  monks 
and  the  parish,  and  when,  as  generally  happened  in  such 
cases,  disputes  arose  between  them,  the  common  pi-actice 
was  to  divide  the  building,  the  parish  taking  the  western 
and  the  monks  the  eastern  pai't  In  the  two  cases  of 
Wymondham  and  Dunster  (Somerset),  we  know  histori- 
cally the  details  of  the  process,  and  from  these  we  may 
argue  to  a  great  many  other  cases  where  we  do  not  knoi7 
the  documentary  history,  but  where  the  architectural 
phenomena  are  analogous.  When  a  church  was  divided 
in  this  way,  the  eastern  part,  as  being  monastic  property, 
came  into  the  King's  hands  at  the  Dissolution ;  and  was 
preserved,  dismantled,  or  entirely  destroyed,  as  suited  the 
caprice  of  King  Henry  or  his  grantees.  Thus,  at 
Dorchester  a  private  benefactor, — at  Tewkesbury  the  com- 
mon act  of  the  parish, — purchased  the  monastic  portion  and 
added  it  to  the  parish  church.  At  Waltham,  Wymondham, 
Binham,  and  many  others,  the  monastic  portion  is  utterly 
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gone,  or  survives  only  in  form  of  rains.  But  in  all  these 
cases  the  Dissolution  had  no  effect  upon  that  part  of  the 
church  which  had  been  assigned  to  the  parishioners,  and 
whose  legal  position  was  just  the  same  as  that  of  any 
other  parish  church.  This,  I  do  not  think,  is  generally 
very  clearly  understood.  A  church  of  this  sort  was 
architectuiully  one  building;  but  as  a  matter  of  legal 
property  it  was  two.  The  property  of  the  monastery  was 
transferred  to  the  king,  bnt  that  of  the  parish  remained 
untouched.  When  the  nave  of  a  church,  or  part  of  it,  as 
at  St.  Alban's,  Binham,  and  Wymondham,  had  thus  become 
the  parish  church,  it  was  treated  in  all  respects  as  a 
complete  and  distinct  church.  Two  or  three  hays  at 
the  east  end  were  screened  oiT  eis  a  chancel ;  the  high 
altar  was  placed  at  the  east  end,  with  a  reredos  behind 
it,  and  often  with  sedilia  at  the  south  side.  These 
arrangements  will  be  very  apparent  to  anyone  who  will 
carefully  compare  the  churehes  I  have  mentioned.  The 
reredos  of  the  parish  high  altax  is  nowhere  so  well  seen  as 
at  Si  Alban's,  where  it  is  known  as  St.  CuthLert's  screen, 
A  very  little  examination  will  show  that  it  was  not  a  rood- 
screen,  but  a  reredos.  A  rood-screen  has  one  door  in  the 
middle  ;  a  reredos  of  this  class  has  one  on  each  side  of  the 
altar.  The  two  doors,  marking  the  reredos,  may  ho  seen 
also  at  Waltham,  Ewenny,  Wymondham,  Crowland,  and 
Binham.  The  marking  of  the  parochial  chancel  is  perhaps 
best  seen  at  Dunster  and  Binham.  The  reredos  was  a 
structure  of  considerable  height  and  massiveness,  being,  in 
fact,  a  solid  wall,  which,  when  the  eastern  part  of  the 
church  was  destroyed,  was  carried  up  to  form  the  east  end 
of  what  was  left.  At  Wymondham  the  '  abbey  steeple  ' 
made  a  complete  partition  ;  the  parish  church  ended  in  a 
dead  wall,  with  only  the  two  doors  in  it.  In  collegiate 
foundations  the  interests  of  the  clergy  and  people  did  not 
so  often  clash  as  in  the  monastic  ones.     Indeed,  a  collegiate 
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foundation  generally  had  in  view  the  better  performance 
of  Divine  Service  in  an  existing  parish  churcL  Hence  the 
church  was  seldom  divided,  and  hence  the  collegiate 
churches  commonly  retain  their  choirs  untouched.  At  the 
suppression  of  the  colleges  under  Edward  •  VL  the 
foundations  were  abolished,  but  the  fabrics  were  seldom 
injured.  At  Anmdel  the  choir  (become  the  private  pro- 
perty of  the  Howard  family)  is  disused,  though  perfect" 

From  these  examples  of  the  most  usual  form  of  division 
of  these  double  churches,  Mr.  Freeman  turns  to  what  he 
calls  ''The  very  curious  and  anomalous  instance  of  the 
Priory  of  Weybome;  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
buildings,  he  says,  I  ever  saw.  Its  ground  plan,  I  suppose, 
is  quite  unique.  The  appearance,  when  first  seen,  as  I 
came  suddenly  upon  it  from  the  east,  is  utterly  perplexing. 
A  perfect  and  a  ruined  tower;  a  good  deal  of  perfect 
building  to  the  west,  and  a  good  deal  of  ruined  building  to 
the  east,  suggest  for  a  moment  a  church  of  the  type  of 
Wimbome  Minster,  with  the  central  tower  and  the  choir  in 
ruins.  But  the  next  moment  shows  that  the  two  towers 
are  not  in  a  line,  and  also  that  there  are  no  signs  of 
transepts.  The  existing  parish  church,  taken  alone,  would 
not  be  very  remarkable.  It  consists  of  a  west  tower,  a 
nave  with  south  porch,  a  chancel  a  good  deal  narrower 
than  the  nave  ;  and  blocked  arches  on  the  north  side  show 
the  former  existence  of  a  destroyed  aisle,  opening  into 
both  nave  and  chancel,  but  not  reaching  to  the  full  length, 
east  or  west,  of  either.  A  very  pretty  doorway  in  the 
north  wall  of  the  nave,  with  shafts  and  tooth  moulding, 
shows  that  the  original  building  was  Early  English,  but 
the  aisle  looks  like  a  Decorated  addition,  and  there  are 
several  windows  of  that  style  on  the  south  side.  The 
tower  and  porch  are  of  the  common  East  Anglian 
Perpendicular.  But  having  got  thus  far  with  ease,  wonders 
begin,  which  I  do  not  pretend  wholly  to  unravel.     First  of 
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e  chancel  has  no  gable,  but  a  lean-to  roof  leaning  on 

[  its  north  side  partly  against  nothing,  partly  against  the 

I  mins  of  a  tower  in  the  style  commonly  called  Anglo-Saxon. 

r  Of  this  tower,  only  the  south  wall  is  at  all  perfect,  the 

north  wall  is  utterly  gone,  and  the  east  and  west  are  very 

imperfect,   but  enough  remains  to  make  out  its  general 

Its  upper  stage  has  a  double  window,  (or  what 

seems  to  be  a  window,  for  it  either  never  went  through  the 

wall,  or  else  has  been  most  sedulously  blocked  inside),  with 

triangular  heads ;  a  shaft  between  the  two  openings  seems 

I  to  have  been  knocked  away.     On  each  side  are  two  wide 
Idank  arches,  with  irregular   round,  or   rather  segmental 
beads.     Above,  on  each  side,  is  what  seems  to  be  a  i-ound 
Tnndow  with  a  deep  external  splay,  but  no  traces  can  be 
Been  inside.     The   east  wall  of   the  tower  has  been  cut 
through  by  a  toll  late  Decorated  arch,  which  reminded  me 
of    that   in   the    '  abbey  steeple '  at   Wymondham ;  bub  a 
very  small  round-headed  window  can  be  traced  just  above 
The  south  wall  had,  much  lower  down,  a  much  larger 
■Tound-headed   window,   now,  of    course,   blocked   by   the 
rish  chancel.     In  the  west  wall  was  a  large,  blocked, 
round-headed  doorway ;  a  good  way  above  it  is  a  jamb  of 
1  inserted  window  (or  possibly  a  doorway  in  the  roof), 
which  hinders  one  from  making  out  the  original  design. 
When  these  insertions  were  made,  a  vault  was  also  inserted 
or,  perhaps,  only  contemplated ;   the  springci-s  are  there. 
Land  the  lines  traced  out  for  the  vaulting  a  little  above  the 
[reat  eastern  arch.     The  whole  of   the  original  work  of 
tiis  tower  is  excessively  rude,  and  quite  unlike  any  Norman 
Ework,  but  it  has  its  full  share  of  that  barbaric  grandeur 
FThich  towers  of  its  class  always  possess.     East  and  west  of 
this  tower  stood  large  buildings  now  in  ruins.     To  the  east 
of  it  was  evidently  the  choir  of  the  priory  church,  a  large 
building,  with  attached  chapels,  but  no  regular  aisles.    It  is 
L  very  ruinous,  and  very  little  detail  is  left ;  but  that  little. 
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being  portions  of  lancet  windows  at  the  east  end,  shows 
date  and  its  original  extent.     The  north  wall  is  nearly 
feet;  there  are  two  arches  of  different  heights  in  its  west 
part,  the  loftier,  just  east  of  the  Saxon  tower,  has  opent 
into  a  sort  of  transeptal  chapel  or  pair  of  chapels,  the  loi 
one  into  a  smaller  chapel  to  the  east  of  it.     The  south 
ia  nearly  all  gone,  but  it  is  easy  to  see  that  it  had  a  li 
chapel  to  the  south,  lying  east  of  the  present  parish  chanc^, 
and  which  did  not  reach  to  the  extreme  east  end  of  the 
monks'  choir.     The  remains  to  the  west  of  the  tower  are 
more  pei-plesing.     There  was  a  large  building,  whose  gabU 
can  still  be  traced,  and  into  which  the  blocked  arches 
the  north  wall  of  the  parish  church  must  at 
have  opened.     But  I  could  see  no  signs  of  any  commi 
cation  between  it  and  tlie  tower,  as  the  original  wes 
doorway  of  the  tower  was  blocked,  and  no  later  arch 
cut  through  as  on  the  eastern  side.     This  reminds  one 
Wymondham,  and  might  lead  to  the  belief  that  this 
part  of   the  pai'ish  church.     This  may  very   likely  han- 
been  the  case,  only  there  is  a  rather  puzeting  cross  wall, 
running  north  and  south,  with  an  east  window  in  it,  and 
helping  to  block  the  arch   in  the  north  wall  of  the  pari^ 
chancel.     A  space  is  thus  left  between  the  west  wall  of 
Saxon  tower  and  the  east  end  of  the  north  aisle  of  thft 
pari.sh  church,  which  must,   as  the  blocked  arch  and  gable- 
line   show,   have   once    been    covered,    but    which    seems 
afterwards  to  have  been  uncovered.     On  the  north  of  these 
buildings  was  clearly  a  cloister,  whose  eastern  wall 
prolonged  from  the  eastern  wall  of  the  Saxon  tower." 
Freeman  considers  the  date  of  the  Saxon  tower  to  be  earl 
in  the  eleventh  century,  which  agrees  with  the  date  of  about 
1020,  which  I  have  elsewhere  attributed  to  Framingham 
Earl  Church  and  others  of  the  class. 
"  The  greater  part  of  the  present 
'  Mm-/.  Arch. 
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lagrees  with  the  later  date  of  the  foundation  of  the  priory. 

"But  the  founder  must  have  set  about  the  work  in  a  curious 
way.  The  common  process  would  have  been  either  to  build 
the  priory  church  altogether  distinct  from  the  parish 
church,  or  else,  as  at  Einham  and  Wyniondham,  to  raise  a 
large  cruciform  building,  of  which  the  eastern  limb  should 
belong  to  the  Canons,  and  the  western  to  the  parish.      The 

tlounder  of  Weybome  followed  neither  plan.  He  seems  to 
iiive  taken  the  old  parish  church,  preserved  its  western 
lower,  built  his  choir  on  the  site  of  the  rest,  and  to  have 
rebuilt  the  palish  church  to  the  south-west,  with  its  chancel 
partly  abutting  on  the  old  tower.  The  phenomena  to  the 
west  of  the  Saxon  tower  and  to  the  north  of  the  parish 
^QTch,  I  do  not  profess  altogether  to  explain.  They  can 
31y  be  unravelled  without  having  the  whole  thing 
ioroughly  examined,  measured,  mapped,  and  drawn  in 
tetoil  by  a  professional  architect." 

I  have  ventured   thus  to  put  on  record  Mr.  Freeman's 

remarks  on   this   church   at  some   length,  in  order  that, 

treating  it  as  a  report  from   the   most   highly  qualified 

authority,  wc  may  consider  it  to-day  oq  the  spot ;  and,  if 

!,  add  some  fuller  explanation  of  those  parts  of  the 

[dan  which  he  found  to  require  a  closer  examination.      The 

IcUef    difficulty   lies  with   the   ruins   west   of    the   tower. 

[  If  the  tower  was  a  central  one,  what  signs  are  there  of  a 

Lchancel  arch,  or  of  transepts  ?      If  it  was  a  western  tower 

■to  a  destroyed  nave,  are  the  foundations  west  of  it  those  of 

k  contemporary  Saxon  building,  as  Mr.  Bolding  thinks  the 

isonry  and  mortar  prove,  or  only  a  destroyed  north  aisle 

tto  the  parish  church  ?      What,  then,  are  the  cross  walls  in 

I  this  ruined  aisle  ?     Was  it  built  at  first  as  an  aisle,  but  not 

long  afterwards  blocked  ofi^  from  the  nave,  and  utilized  for 

some  other  purpose   in   connection   with   the   conventual 

buildings  ? 

I        These  last  points  must  remain  a  matter  of  doubt;  but 
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with  regaxd  to  the  Saxon  towerlthink  our  ffniTnnmfcioii  to- 
day endibles  us  to  f onn  a  deeided  opinion.  After  seeing  tlie 
masoniy  that  remains  in  the  west  wall  of  the  tower  on  the 
south  side,  with  evident  traces  of  the  springing  of  a 
circular  arch,  and  after  a  study  of  the  valuable  plans  which 
Mr.  Bolding  has  from  time  to  time  put  upon  record,  as  he 
investigated  the  foundations  to  the  west  of  the  tower,  I  t&dl 
convinced  that  Mr.  Freeman  was  in  error  in  supposing  that 
the  tower  was  a  western  one,  and  not  central ;  and  that  the 
foundations  running  westward  from  it,  and  now  partly 
covered  l^  the  ruined  north  aisle  of  the  parish  church,  if 
such  it  was,  are  those  of  the  original  Saxon  nave,  the  Sann 
chancel  being  completely  destroyed  by  the  conventiial 
buildings  to  the  east  of  the  tower,  and  there  having  prob- 
ably been  no  transepta  The  plan  here  given,  prepared  by 
Mr.  H.  J.  Oreen,  Diocesan  Surveyor,  for  this  meeting;  and 
a  general  view  of  the  buildings,  will  enable  our  Memben  to 
study  more  at  leisure  the  very  interesting  remains  at  this 
place.* 

*  A  aketoh  of  the  whole  group  is  giyen  by  Mr.  Freeman  in  his  Tolnme  ol 
Englith  Tbumt  and  IHstricti,  p.  343  (Maomillan,  1883),  with  a  few  remarki  in 
the  Preface,  p.  yi. 
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Ab  to  the  original  foundation  of  this  Priory,  that  is  a 
subject  which,  lite  the  origin  of  moat  religious  houses  in 
Norfolk,  is  involved  ia  very  great  obscurity.  A  critical 
examination  of  the  old  monastic  cartularies  of  Norfolk 
monasteries  has  yet  to  be  made,  and  ought  to  be  made,  I 
have  myself  ju^t  touched  the  margin  of  tbis  subject,  and  the 
eonviction  that  is  growing  with  me  is  that  the  origin  of  more 
than  one  or  two  of  the  Norfolk  religious  houses  is  much 
earlier  than  has  generally  been  supposed.  I  have  a  suspicion 
that  more  than  one  of  these  monasteries  date  from  a  period 
before  the  Conquest,  but  that  these  houses  were  in  a  condition 
of  Hore  decay,  and  in  fact  ruinous  and  untenanted  before  the 
Normans  came.  I  think  it  not  improbable  that  this  was  the 
case  with  this  little  Priory  of  Weyborne. 

At  the  time  of  the  Survey  (1086)  there  is  no  mention  of  a 
church.  That  proves  nothing, — the  Survey  only  occasionally, 
under  peculiar  circumstances,  ever  does  mention  the  churches. 
Sut  at  no  lime  ia  there  any  mention  of  any  church,  except 
ihat  of  the  Canons.  The  whole  parish  at  the  Conquest 
'jnade  over  to  the  Conqueror's  nephew,  who  was  created 
1^  Chester.     Under  him  a  family  which  came  to 


m  quest  was  ^M 

xeated  Earl  ^H 

to  bear  the    ^^^^^B 
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nsme  of  Mainwaring,  held  the  estate.     It  was  a  poor  little 

worthless  bit  of  property,  and  assuming,  as  I  think  we  may 
fairly  assume,  that  a  church  existed  here  deserted  and 
unserved  in  the  eleventh  century,  I  think  it  probable  that  in 
Henry  II. 's  reign  a  small  band  of  Canons  who  bound  them- 
selves to  live  by  the  recently  reformed  rule  of  St.  Augustine, 
volunteered  to  serve  the  Church  and  to  live  the  life  of  deep 
poverty  and  self-denial  which  had  to  be  faced  in  those  days' 
if  men  were  going  to  live  a  devout  life  at  all.  It  requires  to 
be  said  at  this  point — what  can  hardly  be  repeated  too  often 
in  the  present  condition  of  historical  knowledge  in  England- 
that  the  Canons  of  Weyborne  were  not  monks,  I'.i 
only  lived  to  save  their  own  souls,  and  who  kept  themsel^ 
apart  from  the  wicked  world,  but  they  were  Canotts,  i.i 
who  lived  together  in  society  under  a  rule  of  discipline,  and 
who  did  not  separate  themselves  from  the  world  to  the 
extent  or  in  the  manner  that  monks  did,  hut  who  lived 
laboured  to  make  the  wicked  world  less  wicked  than  it 
I  believe  it  will  be  found  that  the  Canons  of  the 
century  were  in  the  country  parishes  what  the  Friars  in 
thirteenth  century  were  in  the  towns,  i>.,  the  evangelii 
who  came  to  act  as  shepherds  to  the  sheep  that  were  in  iMa 
wilderness,  all  deserted,  forgotten,  and  astray. 

Bye  and  bye  these  Canons  got  many  friends,  and  at  last 
one  of  the  Mainwarings  made  over  the  old  church  and 
certain  acres  of  land,  &c.,  to  the  Canons,  who,  by  this  time, 
had  received  a  kind  of  charter  of  incorporation  from  the 
Bishop  of  Norwich  or  the  Pope.  As  to  who  the  exact 
founder  was,  and  when  he  founded  the  priory,  I  do  not  think 
anyone  will  ever  know,  and  I  doi^t  whether  any  one  could 
ever  have  told  us.  However,  the  good  Canons,  for  a  time, 
lived  at  Weyborne  here  holy  and  zealous  lives.  It  is  simply 
inconceivable,  it  is  simply  impossible  that  a  corporation 
composed  of  worldly,  vicious,  and  hypocritical  persona, 
pretending  to  be  earnest,  zealous,  and  devout,  and  being  quit? 
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the  reTerse — I  say  it  is  simply  inconceivable  that  such  a 
corporutioQ  should  have  grown  rich  through  the  voluntary 
offerings  and  real  sacriliues  of  the  neighbouring  people 
continued  in  a  constant  stream  ol"  gifta  for  one  hundred  or 
two  hundred  years  or  ao.  Tou  may  just  as  well  try  and 
make  me  believe  that  the  ministers  of  the  Wealeyan  body 
during  the  last  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  have  been  mere 
sly  and  covetous  hypocrites,  and  that  their  success  aa 
evangelizers  is  due  to  their  having  cajoled  and  frightened 
their  deluded  bearers. 

The  testimony  to  the  labours  and  self-denial  of  these  early 
lons  appears  in  these  buildings  here — you  have  a  few 

igments  of  their  handiwork.     Just  as  it  is  now  so  it  baa 
in   old   times.      Now,    when   a    zealous,   active,   and 

Lthosiastic  clergyman  comes  into  a  parish,  the  first  thing 
he  sets  about  is  to  beautify  his  church.  Now,  when  a  really 
zealous  and  devout  Nonconformist  settles  down  in  a  place,  he 
begins  to  do  something  for  bis  cbapel.  So  it  was  in  the  old 
days.  When  the  monks  or  the  canons,  or  tho  country 
parsons,  were  sluggish,  selfish,  vicious,  the  buildin] 
neglected,  the  churches  told  tales — they  always  will  tell 
tales.  That  church  tells  a  good  tale  for  the  Weyborne 
Canons  for  two  or  three  hundred  years  at  least ;  but  after  the 
middle  of  the  fourteenth  century  there  is  nothing  in  these 
walls  to  show  that  the  Canons  of  Weyborne  were  alive,  or  that 
the  old  spirit  of  earnestness  and  true  godliness  was  moving 
among  them  with  the  old  diiune  pulsation ;  and  it  so  happens 
that  what  the  walls  of  that  church  there  tell  us,  certain 
fragments  of  old  records  tell  us,  which  have  by  strange  good 
fortune  fallen  into  my  hands. 

On  the  14th  August,  1494,  Bishop  James  Goldwell  made 
a  visitation  of  this  Weyborne  Priory.  He  was  received  at  the 
western  gate  with  a  solemn  procession,  with  ringing  of  bells 
from  yonder  tower,  the  Canons  chanting  a  litany,  and  one 
■ring  a.  banner  with  the  cross  upon  it  went  before  him, 
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The  Bishop  advanced  to  the  high  altar  yonder,  and  then  gave 
his  blessing,  and  we  read  that  thence  he  proceeded  to  the 
chapter-house  and  commenced  his  visitation  and  enquiry. 
The  notary  sets  down  that  a  certain  Clement  was  prior  of  the 
house,  who  appeared  and  presented  to  the  bishop  a  balance 
sheet  of  his  accounts  signed  by  himself  and  the  other 
members  of  the  fraternity.  Next  it  appeared  that  one  of  the 
canons  named  Robert  Coke  or  Coker,  served  the  cure  of 
East  Beckham,  and  that  the  church  of  Weyborne  was  served 
sometimes  by  the  prior  and  sometimes  by  one  of  the  canons. 
Moreover  it  appeared  that  there  were  only  the  prior  and  , 
three  canons  in  the  house,  and  that  all  the  canons  had  in  the 
way  of  pocket  money  was  20s.  a  year  ;  but  one  of  these  soma 
three  unfortunates  complained  to  the  bishop  that  the  prior 
was  a  hard  man,  and  would  not  pay  him,  Rev.  Robert. 
Williamson,  the  20s.  that  were  his  due.  The  bishop  took  hia 
leave  after  this,  after  laying  upon  the  prior  and  canons  certain 
strict  injunctions  for  their  future  behaviour,  which  injunctions 
most  unfortunately  Time,  the  devourer,  has  swallowed  down 
into  his  capacious  maw. 

Less  than  forty  years  after  Bishop  Qoldwell's  visitation  of 
"Weyborne  the  monasteries  were  suppressed,  i.e.,  the  monks 
were  deprived  of  their  property  and  turned  adrift.  When  the 
Commissioners  camo  to  make  their  report  upon  the  condition 
of  the  house  they  found  it  to  be  one  of  the  very  few  in 
Norfolk  of  which  and  of  its  inmates  they  were  compelled  to 
report  badly.  There  were  then  only  two  canons  here.  Two 
priests  they  report  "  of  slanderous  name,  as  it  is  said,  and 
they  require  dispensation ; "  i.e.,  they  were  ready  to  make 
the  best  bargain  they  could  for  themselves.  The  house  waa  . 
in  decay,  the  sum  total  of  their  household  furniture  iras 
estimated  at  no  more  than  62s.  2rf.  They  had  evidently 
wasted  their  substance  and  their  land.  The  lead  on  the  roof 
and  the  bells  of  the  tower  were  valued  at  £60,  and  they  had 
three  persons  living  with  them,  two  of  whom  had  paid  a  luinp 


sum  for  their  board  for  life.  The  gross  total  of  their  annual 
revenue  was  set  down  at  £24,  19s.  6(f.,  exclusive  of  the  land, 
vhich  the  Canons  formed  themselves.  Of  this  £15.  2a,  8rf. 
was  derived  from  the  tithes  of  Weyborne,  Sheringham,  and 
East  Beckham,  the  rest  from  rents  in  and  about  Weyborne 
itself.  They  appear  to  have  had  little  elsewhere.  The  two 
members  of  the  brotherhood,  who  at  this  time  shared  this 
income  between  them  in  very  unequal  proportions,  were  John 
Bulman,  the  prior,  and  a  single  canon,  John  Frost.  These 
two  worthies  were  ready  enough  to  renounce  the  supremacy 
of  the  Pope,  in  August,  1534,  and  to  assent  to  the  new 
doctrine  that  ETenry  VIII.  was  the  supreme  head  of  the 
Church  in  matters  spiritual  and  temporal.  On  the  4th 
August,  1537,  the  Commissioners  came  down  to  Weyborne. 
The  prior  and  his  canon  bad  bad  a  long  time  allowed  them 
to  make  preparations  for  the  inevitable,  and  they  did  not 
fiu'l  to  make  good  use  of  it.  When  the  commissioner  came 
there  was  absolutely  nothing  to  rob.  Bulman  and  Frost  had 
I  between  them  managed  to  make  a  clean  sweep  of  everything, 
acept  a  bay  stack,  which  sold  for  tiCa.  8i/.  Everything  else 
1  cleared  off.  No  plate,  no  vestments — no  cattle,  sheep, 
horses,  or  swine.  Mr.  Thomas  Pigeon  bought  the  hay  stack, 
and  everything  else  was  gone.     There  seems  to  have  been  no 

P remark  made;  it  was  all  fair  play,  and  there  was  nothing 
more  to  be  said,  Bulman,  the  prior,  fared  better  than  many 
another,  he  got  a  pension  of  £4  a  year  for  the  rest  of  life, 
•nd  died  Rector  of  Egmere;  and  Canon  Frost  received  a 
pension  of  £3  nominally,  of  which  only  40s.  it  appears  was 
actually  paid.  Prior  Bulman's  sister  or  niece,  too,  received 
a  pension  in  lieu  of  her  annuity  and  free  quarters  in  the 
house,  for  which  she  had  doubtless  paid  money  down ;  her 
pension  was  equal  to  the  prior's,  being  £4  a  year.  Aa  to 
the  house  and  church  and  all  lands  and  patronage,  these  were 
handed  over  to  Richard  Ileydon,  20th  June,  1537.     This 

IEeydon'e  son  parted  with  the  estate,  and  it  has  c 
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huds  sgsin  ud  again  imoe  then.     Sornebcyir  the  property  ' 
haa  never  done  anybody  much  good.     The  canons  had  6ve 
acres  of  wood  in  the  parish,  and  I  suppose  there  must  be  a 
great  deal  more  than  five  acres  now.     If  Wcyborne  ever  be- 
comes a  prosperous  place — the  watering-place  of  the  future — 
it  does  not  require  any  very  far-sighted  prophet  to  see  that 
it  can  only  become  so  by  making  the  House  of  God  a  very 
different  place  from  that  which  we  see  it  to-day.     A  dreary, 
God-forsaken  place,  with  only  a  cramblin^  ruin  dedicated  to 
the  worship  of  Uie  Host  High,  can  never,  never,  never,  be  a 
flonrishing  place  of  resort.    Aocoont  fur  it  in  any  way  yon   , 
please,  the  fact  remains  incontrovertible  all  the  ivorld  over,  j 
that  there  is  no  surer  way  of  bringing  decay  upon  a  district  I 
than  by  making  the  Sabotnary  of  the   Heavenly  Father  I 
desolate.     People  run  away  from  any  place  wliere  there  is  no  I 
temple  wherein  to  worship  decently  the  One  Lord  of  all,  and   ] 
they  will  not  be  tempted  to  return  to  it  till  some  new 
awakening  has  arrived  and  a  new  xefbrm  set  in. 
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[Since  this  paper  was  read  before  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich 
Archadological  Society,  on  August  30th,  1883, 1  have  largely  added 
to  the  information  I  then  possessed  on  the  subject.  But  I  have 
thought  it  better  to  alter  as  little  as  possible  the  paper  as  it  was 
read,  and  to  add  for  the  most  part,  in  an  appendix,  the  additional 
information  acquired.  I  have  also  appended  a  calendar  of  some 
of  the  most  important  charters  and  documents  relating  to  the 
history  of  the  college  and  its  founder.] 

In  opening  these  pages  of  Norfolk  history,  most  of  them 
hitherto  closed  for  more  than  three  hundred  years,  I  must 
explain  how  I  am  fortunate  enough  to  present  them  to  you. 

When,  some  four  years  ago,  I  began  to  look  round  upon 
these  ancient  walls — then  newly  become  my  home — I 
should  naturally  inquire  by  whom  they  were  built,  and 
what  purpose  a  quasi-monastic  foundation,  bearing  the 
specific  name  of  a  "  college,"  in  a  remote,  almost  unknown 
comer  of  our  county,  was  intended  to  serve.  Of  course 
I  went  first  to  the  great  historical  collections,  which  have 
among  Norfolk  men  a  kind  of  imique  sanctity. 

There  appeared  to  be  plenty  at  first  sight  in  Blomefield's 
History  of  Norfolk  relating  to  the  history  of  Rushford 
(College.     Much  was  there   that  was  curious — much  that 
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was  valuable — mucli  which  at  first  eight  seemed  to  need 
but  little  more  to  give  it  life.  But  it  was  but  a  skeleton 
after  all ;  and  more  than  that,  it  turned  out  to  be  a 
skeleton  with  moat  of  the  bones  missing.  One  could  only 
learn  that  at  such  a  date,  by  such  a  man,  a  religious 
house  of  a  peculiar  character  was  founded  in  this  place ; 
but  of  the  founder  himself,  though  his  name  was  written 
deep  elsewhere  in  the  earlier  records  of  the  great  University 
on  the  Cam,  there  was  next  to  nothing  told,  and  the  little 
there  was  was  vague  and  most  imperfect.  Of  the  real 
object  of  his  college,  founded  at  such  cost  and  care,  nothing 
could  be  distinguished  at  all.  It  was  clear  that  the  true 
history  of  the  place  had  yet  to  be  discovered  and  written. 

Going  a  little  further  it  was  easy  to  see  how  few 
were  the  materials  with  which  Blomefield  had  really  to 
work — carelessly  as  he  had  used  such  materials  aa  he  hod. 
The  documents  and  records,  quoted  from  hia  History  as 
remaining  of  the  college,  might  almost  be  counted  on  the 
fingers  of  one  hand.  A  charter  or  two  here  or  there, 
a  reference  or  two  to  Domesday  Book  or  the  Bishop's 
Registry  at  Norwich,  and  a  deed  or  two  quoled  in  Dugdale's 
Monaeticon,  seemed  to  be  all  of  which  Blomefield's  account 
was  made  up — mere  disconnected  links  of  a  long-drawn 
chain. 

Where  were  the  missing  links?  Where  were  the  deeds 
and  records  of  the  lost  life  of  two  hundred  years  P  They 
were  nowhere  to  be  found  or  heard  of,  and  I  began  to  fear 
that  by  some  unknown  accident  they  had  perished,  as  so 
much  else  had  perished,  in  the  whirlwind  of  King  Henry's 
pious  "Reformation"  of  the  Church. 

But  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  some  accidental  reference 
to  my  dear  friend  and  neighbour.  Sir  Robert  Jacob  Buxton, 
gave  us  the  clue  which  it  has  since  been  the  pleasant  labour 
of  my  life  to  follow  out.  What  we  had  been  seeking,  lay, 
unknown  to  us  all,  under  our  very  band.     Unknown  eT«a» 
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to  himself  and  his  family,  a  great  mass  of  documents  lay 
slumbering  within  liis  own  house,  laid  away  from  generation 
to  generation,  and  so  in  course  of  time  forgotten  in  their 
disuse.  Boxes,  and  cabinets,  and  ancient  escritoires  in 
remote  bed-chambers  gave  up,  one  by  one,  their  hidden 
treasures.  In  one  large  box,  closed  so  long  ago  that  the 
Tery  strings  confining  the  bundles  of  papers  within  it  had 
fallen  into  dust  as  they  lay,  was  a  mass  of  charters,  deeds, 
and  letters,  cone  of  later  date  than  the  middle  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  and  among  them  the  origiual  grant 
of  the  College  of  Eushworth  on  its  dissolution  in  1542; 
the  deed  of  foundation  of  the  Wingfield  Chantry  in  the 
Collegiate  Church  in  1490,  and  of  the  Grammar  School 
attached  to  it ;  and  the  original  register  of  baptisms,  burials, 
and  marriages  for  one  hundred  and  eighty  years  sluce  the 
restoration  of  Divine  Service  by  Robert  Buxton  in  1581. 
Id  another  box,  etill  smelling  of  the  candles  it  had  once 
held,  were  the  papers  connected  with  the  shrievalty  of 
John  Buxton  in  1638,  with  the  original  writ  directed  to 
him  for  collecting  the  ship-money  in  Norfolk,  and  the 
assessments  which  he  made  for  its  collection  in  the  several 
hundreds  of  his  county.  Tied  up  with  a  mass  of  farm 
accounts  and  receipted  bills  of  the  Isst  century,  as  of  like 
interest  with  them,  were  the  churchwardens'  accounts  for 
twenty  years  of  the  church  of  Tibenhara,  temp.  Elizabeth, 
and  with  them,  in  like  frail  condition — so  frail  that  the 
leaves  had  to  be  tickled  asunder  wiih  camelhair  pencils 
end  then  picked  up  on  prepared  tissue  paper — was  the 
original  draft  rent-roll  of  the  great  Priory  of  Thetford, 
apparently  prepared  (and  much  interlined  and  amended) 
r  presentation  in  answer  to  the  Royal  Commissioners  at 
the  dissolution  of  the  priory.  Little  had  been  destroyed. 
Everything,  without  the  faintest  attempt  at  arrangement, 
had  been  laid  away  from  generation  to  generation,  and 
then  forgotten.     Gathered  at  last  together  tliere  lay  before 
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UB,  in  seventeen  boxes,  and  mixed  with  some  six  hundred 
charters  of  the  ancient  College  of  Rushworlh,  the  deeds, 
the  memoranda,  the  letters,  the  written  life  of  some  fourteen 
generations  of  the  family  of  which  this  place  had  been  for 
three  hundred  years  the  home.  And,  scattered  here  and 
there  throughout  the  mass,  many  records  and  fragments 
of  forgotten  county  history  had  found  their  place  of  sleep. 
Nearly  four  thousand  separate  documents  carried  the  history 
of  this  place,  or  of  the  family  to  which  it  had  for  so  long 
belonged,  back  in  continuous  series  from  the  last  generation 
for  nearly  seven  hundred  years.  From  these  materials, 
and  frum  others  to  which  I  have  been  by  them  directed,  I 
have  been  able  to  construct  the  memoir  contained  in  these 
pages — confining  myself  strictly  to  the  history  of  Rushworth, 
and  of  the  College  within  whose  walla  wc  stand. 

Before  my  story  can  be  told,  I  must  ask  you  to  travel 
back  with  me  for  a  thousand  years,  and  to  stand  for  a 
moment  with  me  just  aa  we  are  standing  now. 

[This  paper  was  read  to  the  Society  within  what  was  once  the 
quadrangle  of  the  college  itaelf.] 

East  and  west  of  us,  from  Hopton  six  miles  to  the  east- 
ward, to  Thetford  on  the  west,  four  miles  away,  you  see 
the  sluggish  Ouse  creeping  through  a  bond  of  low-lying 
meadows,  even  now  at  times  flooded  for  some  hundreds  of 
yards  on  cither  aide  the  river.  And  you  will  readily 
conceive,  that,  without  bridges  or  raised  causeways,  all 
heavy  traffic  at  such  times  would  be  for  that  distance 
dangerous  or  impossible  between  the  two  counties  divided 
by  the  river. 

But,  looking  up  to  the  high  ground  on  the  right  hand 
of  us,  two  hundred  yards  away  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river,  you  see  at  once  what  would  give  to  this  place  in 
early  limes  a  special  and  unique  importance.  At  that 
point  the  higher  lands  of  Sufl'olk  come  down  in  a  kind 
of  spur   almost  to  the   very  banks  of  the   river,   while  i 
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eorrespondiDg  rise  in  the  ground  on  this,  the  Korfolk  sHe, 
nina  upward  on  our  left  to  the  high  ridge  between  the  river 
Thet  and  the  river  Ouse.  In  fact,  the  spot  where  theae 
two  elevations  approach  each  other,  from  either  aide  of 
the  river  Ouse,  is  really  the  only  place  between  Thetford 
and  Hopton  where,  in  all  weathers,  and  in  all  times  of 
the  year,  a  passage  in  more  primitive  times  might  be 
fairly  reckoned  on  between  the  two  counties.  At  all  other 
points  of  the  river,  except  possibly  at  the  ford  of  the 
Peddar's  Way  at  Blackwater,  floods  and  winter  inundations 
would  make  the  passage  to  a  stranger  most  precarious. 
But  at  this  spot,  as  we  dwelleis  by  the  river  saw,  when 
great  floods  came  down  three  and  four  years  ago,  the 
passage  between  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  could  be,  with  but 
little  engineering,  always  kept  fairly  open.  And  this  must 
Jure  given  to  the  ford,  and  to  the  town  beside  it  "among 
rushes" — for  the  ancient  name  of  the  place  was 
'Mihvorih,  the  present  name  not  coming  into  use  until 
the  seventeenth  century,  when  the  importance  of  the  town 
was  passing  away^a  clear  local  value. 

Here  then,  no  doubt,  on  the  little  platform  where  now 
the  college  stands,  some  early  thane  or  eorl — some  pre- 
decessor perhaps,  if  he  were  not  the  man  himself,  of  that 
"  Burido,  lilier  homo,"  who  at  the  Conqueror's  Survey  was 
found  holding  his  two  carucates  of  land  here — bad  raised 
his  mansus  or  grange,  with  its  chapel  (one  single  rough- 
hewn  capital  of  which  lies  yonder  on  my  garden  rock-work,) 
and  its  surrounding  moat,  and  with  the  narrow  artificial 
causeway — now  the  high  road — running  from  the  river 
over  the  sixty  or  eighty  yards  of  low  ground  between  it 
and  the  higher  ground.  Over  that  very  causeway,  it  may 
well  be.  King  Edmund  may  have  led  bis  Sason  soldiers 
to  battle  in  870  from  the  royal  camp  at  CEsildun  (Iloxne) 
to  where,  just  over  the  brow  of  the  hill  behind  us,  the 
Danish  hosts  of  Ingmar  were  marching  out  from  Theodford 


to  meet  them.  Scarce  a  thousaod  yards  from  where  we 
stand  (you  could  see  them  but  for  some  intervening 
buildings)  rise  efill  the  ranks  of  tumuH, — the  "Seven 
Hills" — markiug  the  issue  of  that  terrible  day  of  Pagan 
triumph.  And  over  ihat  same  causeway  and  ford,  leaving 
his  ruined  fortunes  on  Ruahworth  Heath,  we  seem  to  see 
the  defeated  king  paHBing  away  to  the  martyrdom  at 
Hoxne,  which  gave  to  England  in  time  to  come  one  of 
her  most  venerated  saints,  and  one  of  her  most  powerful 
monasteries.'  That  day  of  battle  on  Rushworth  open  field, 
that  sunset  flight  across  our  Rushworth  Ford,  left  deep 
traces  in  East  Anglian  history  for  nearly  two  hundred  years. 
The  memoriul  of  thst  day  is  with  us  still  whenever  the 
names  of  the  martyr-king,  or  of  his  burial  place  at  Bury, 
are  used  among  us. 

I  need  not  attempt  to  trace  our  Rushworth  history 
through  the  Great  Conquest.  All  that  can  be  known  of 
it  lies  open  in  tlie  Conqueror's  Survey.  There  is  little 
there  to  guide  us,  and  all  beyond  it  must  be  mere  guess- 
work. But  I  have  found  among  these  papers  one  early 
document  which  I  cannot  leave  unnoticed.  It  is  the 
original  charter  by  which,  not  long  after  the  Conquest, 
the  manor  of  Rushworth  on  the  Suffolk  side  passed  to  the 
great  Priory  of  Thetford,  with  whom  it  remained  unlil 
the  dissolution  of  the  priory.  And  the  fragment  of 
personal  history  which  it  preserves  to  us  is  of  singular 
interest.  It  tells  us  of  a  great  lady,  widow  of  one  of 
the  mighty  warriors  of  the  Conquest,  seeking  a  refuge 
in  the  religious  house,  which  her  husband   had    endowed 


■  We  are  not  to  talie  it  aa  a  mere  fancf  that  St.  Edmond  probably  choat 
thia  route  tor  bin  fiight  to  Hoxne,  The  way  from  the  battle  Sold  over  the 
opon  CDuutrf  through  Onrboldlsham  and  Dins  n-outd  hnve  certiiinlf  beoi 
leas  safe  than  the  straighter  toBd  through  Hopton  and  Itedgrave,  Hanked  u 
the  route  would  be  for  tho  whole  wny  from  Ruehworth  Ford  by  the  low- 
lying  rirer  on  one  side,  and  by  the  Suffolk  noodlanda  on  the  other. 


with  lands  and  tithes  in  Norfolk,  and  where  one  of  her 
sons  had  already  sought,  under  the  monk's  cowl,  the  rest 
and  peace  in  which  the  widowed  mother  sought  to  join. 
And  in  the  deed  before  us  in  which  "Murielda,  wife  of 
Hughcbert  de  Monte  Canisio  (Montchensy),"  "a  sister," 
as  she  styles  herself,  "  of  Mary,"  gives  "  to  God  and 
to  St.  Mary,  and  to  the  monks  of  Cluni  who  are  in 
Tedford,"  all  the  lands  in  "  Rixewurda "  which  she  had 
in  marriage  dower.  She  declares  that  she  does  it  for  the 
souls  of  her  father  "and  of  her  little  children  and  for 
all  parents  and  infants."  And  she  appeals  directly  to 
"  all  friends  and  parents,"  "  as  well  as  to  strangers,"  to 
gaard  her  gift  in  time  to  come. 

I  am  glad  that  in  this — the  only  relic  remaining  of  the 
great  lady  whose  very  name  would  be  otherwise  unknown 
^io  UH — this  record  of  the  tender  mother's  love,  in  probably 
IJier  own  very  words,  has  outlived  all  other  trace  of  her 
:ilobIe  gift  of  nearly  eight  centuries  ago. 

[The  charter  itself,  with  some  further  remarks  on  tlte  subject  o[  the 
SCoDtcheuj^y  family,  will  be  found  in  the  appendix.]  Note  A. 

I  must  return  to  the  task  from  which  I  have  for  a 
moment  wandered.  The  peculiar  situation  and  local  ac- 
cidents which  I  have  mentioned  rendered  Rushworth  of 
greater  actual,  and  of  far  greater  relative  importance, — 
having  regard  to  the  national  population — than  it  is  easy 
to  conceive  of  now.  And  on  data  with  which  I  need 
not  now  weary  you,  I  am  able  to  speak  of  the  place 
containing  at  the  close  of  the  thirteenth  century  a 
population  of  between  four  and  five  hundred  souls  in 
Eushworth  and  Shadwell,  equivalent,  in  proportion  to  the 
population  of  England  at  that  date,  to  a  town  of  some 
four  thousand  souls  at  the  present  day.  Note  B. 

Of  this  small,  town  of  three  hundred  people,  with  its 
appendant  hamlet  of  Shadwell  of  probably  one  hundred 
le  marginal  letters  refer  to  the  Appendix  ftt  the  end  of  this  papor. 
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more,  Edward  de  Gonvile  became  rector  in  1320, 
family  of  De  Gonevile  or  GuoTill  doea  not  appear 
Englisb  history  much  before  the  close  of  the  thirteenth 
century;  the  first  mention  which  I  find  of  them  being 
in  a  gift  to  St.  John's  Hospital  at  Winchester,  by  Andreas 
de  Gondevyle,  at  some  time  before  1294. — 3iai.  MSS.  Ct 
Nolo  C  •^^/""■'i    ^ol-   ^i-   596a.      They   probably   took    their   m 

from   the   town   of   Gunevill   in   Normandy,   from   whence 
a  writ  of   John   is   dated  to  the   Seneschal  of  Normandy 
and    the    Barons    of   the   Exchequer,   directing    them    to 
allow   certain    sums    for    the    King's    carriage,   &c. — Rol. 
Contralireriiim,   2   Joh.    m.   2,      In   the    articles   exhibited 
against  the  Knights  Tempkra  in  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland,  a.d.   1309,  Walter  de  Gonaville,  a  knight  of  the 
order,   was   the   twenty-fifth   witness   examined. — Wilkins' 
Cone.  ii.   358,  &c.     And    it  may  be   mentioned   here  that, 
the   name    continued    in   ita   native   locality   a{t«r   it 
become  extinct  in  England,  for  in  1417  letters  of  prot 
were  granted  to  Sampson  de  Gonevilla,  "psona  ecdio 
Petri  do  Canblia,"  as  well  as  to  John  JTengaut,  "psona 
Beato    Marie  de  Gonevilla. — Hardy,  Mot.  Noitnannw,  3! 
But  the  first  of  the  name  appearing  in  Norfolk  is  that 
"Williis  de  Gonevill,"  who,  in  the  "estente  et  nppreciacow 
terrarum    et    teii  bononun    et    catallorum    altegenarum 
corum    de    potestate    et    amicicia    corundem    existent    fai 
tam   in   CorniC   Norff.   quam    Suff.,   anno   regni   Dni 
Edwardi    vicesimo    quarto." —  Queen's    Remembrancer   qf 
Exclaquei;  p.r  i^.,  24  Edw.  I. — being  a  return  made  to  a 
annexed  to  the  roll,  as  to  the  properly  of  the  lay  subji 
of  the  King  of  France  in  Korfolk  and  Suffolk,  is  descrii 
in  1295  as  a  "native  born"  subject  of  the  King  of  From 
"  comorans    in    Anglia,"    and   as    holding   the   manor 
Lerling,    with    other    lands    and    rents    in    Fouldon 
Palgrave,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  value  of  £16. 
per  annum.      How  he   came  by   these   possessions 
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quite    clear  to  me.      The    lands   in   question    are    almost 
certuinly  those  over  which  Sir  William  de  Lerling,  in  1252, 
had  oblained  a  grant  of  free  warren.     And  as  at  or  about 
the  date  of  this  refurn  Lady  Amiciu,  "relicta  Dni  Wiilini 
de  Lyrliiig,"  is    staled  in  the    Norwich   Domeiday  Book  to 
be  the  patroness  of   the  Church  of    Rushworth,   of  which 
Sir  Nicholas  de  Gonvile  is  afterwards  certainly  patron   in 
1320,     it    seems    clear     that    either    by    purchase,    or    by 
marriage,  most  of   the   possessions  of   the   Lerting   family 
passed  into  the  bands  of  the  Gonviles,  before  the  latter  date. 
Frora  this  knightly  family,  thus  first  seated  in  Norfolk, 
here  and  at  Lerling,  came  Edmund  Gonvile,  in   1326,  to 
take  his  place  as  rector  of  the  little  town  of  Rushworth. 
In  the   comraeraoration   service   in  which  the  great  house 
bearing  his  name  at  Cambridge  does  yearly  honour  to  her 
founders  and  benefactors,   Edmund  Gonvile  is  said   to  be 
"bod  of  Sir  Nicholas   Gonvile,  Knight,"  and  has  been  so 
L  commemorated  by  unnumbered  generations  who  have  profited 
■i»y  his  piety  and  care.     But,  unless  there  is  a  Sir  Nicholas 
^nvile    who    has   escaped    my    most    careful    searching,    I 
not  but  think,  in  all  sincere  diffidence,  that  there  may 
F  Have  here  crept  in  some  mistake.    For  from  the  Sir  Nicholas 
I  Qonvile  who  first  appears  in  these  liuxtou  MSS.  as  a  witness 
\to  B  charter  in  1307,  down  to  the  disappearance  of  the  family 
tame   in   the   marriage  of   Johane,  sole   heiress,  with   Sir 
■obert  Harlyng,  there  are  extant  two  clearly-drawn  pedi- 
grees of  unimpeachable  authority.     One  is  in  the  charter  of 
Lady  Anne  Wingfield,   in    1490,   founding   the   Grammar 
School  at  Rushworth,  and  signed  by  the  foundress  herself; 
the  other  is  in  the  charter  of  her  executors,  in  1500,  com- 
pleting her  foundation.      In   both   of   these   Sir   Nicholas 
Gonvile  is  expressly  stated  to  be  "brother  and  heir"  of  tho 
founder  Edmund,     In  1315  this  same  Sir  Nicholas  is  found, 
by  a  certificate  of  the  lordships  of  Norfolk  {Uarl.  MSS.  901) 
in  possession  of  those  very  lands   and   lordships  of  which. 


just  twenty  years  before,  William  de  GoneTill,  as  alreac 
stated,  had  been  owner,  and  whicli  Sir  Nicholas,  on  h 
death  in  1333,  handed  on  to  bis  son  and  heir,  John  ( 
Gunvile,  who  did  homage  for  them  in  that  year.  S 
Nicholas  being  a  knight  in  1307,  and  so  of  full  ag 
can  hardly  therefore  have  been  other  than  the  son  of  tl 
William  de  Gonvile,  the  "  alien  born  "  and  apparent  fomidi 
of  the  family  in  England.  The  only  reasonable  altematii 
would  seem  to  be  that  the  lands  came  from  William,  a 
uncle  of  Sir  Nicholas  and  Edmund,  and  brother  of  anothi 
Sir  Nicholas,  their  father,  but  of  whom  every  other  hiatoriQ 
trace  has  disappeared,  except  as  in  the  commemoratio 
service  above  referred  to.  I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  ft 
dwelling  so  long  on  a  point  of  such  undoubtedly  peoulie 
interest  to  so  many  Norfolk  men. 
Koto  D.  Edmund  de  Gonvile  was  clearly  a  man  of  mark  an 
energy,  tit  for  the  stormy  times  in  which  he  lived.  Touu 
as  he  probably  was  when  he  came  as  rector  here, — ihoug 
he  had  held  the  rectory  of  Thelnetham  for  more  than  sevt 
years— he  was  already  steward  of  the  powerful  Williai 
Earl  Warrenne,  to  whose  ancestor  the  Conqueror  had  give 
three  hundred  and  forty  manors  in  this  county,  and  amoi 
them  those  of  Lerling  and  of  Rusbworth,  held  of  Ea 
Warrenne  about  the  time  of  which  we  are  speaking  as  of  h 
castle  at  Acre,  as  was  also  probably  most  of  the  rest  ■ 
that  vast  heritage.  It  seems  to  have  been  the  policy  ■ 
the  Conqueror  to  break  up  as  it  were  beforehand,  and  i 
to  provide  for  keeping  in  order,  the  individual  power 
his  barons,  by  endowing  them  with  lands  as  separate  fro 
each  other  as  he  could  well  arrange.  Thus,  while  tl 
knights  or  lesser  barons  to  whom  these  manors  were 
necessity  sub-infeudated  in  knight  service  were  always  liah 
to  all  feudal  conditions  of  their  tenure  when  the  king — tJ 
i  lord   paramount — might   require   their  service,   they   con 

not  be  BO  readily  used  by  their  immediate  superior  ix^ 
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private  scheme  of  ambition  of  his  own,  as  if  they  all  lay 
in  a  ring  fence,  aa  it  were,  in  one  vast  district;  for  by 
their  scattered  relations  to  each  other,  any  such  scheme 
would  be  checked  and  counterchecked  by  the  intervening 
powers  of  other  barons,  who  could,  so  long  as  their  loyalty 
WBs  secured,  call  out  their  own  forces  at  the  royal  order 
:^ainst  a  rebellious  brother.  Something  of  this  kind  seems 
to  have  been  William's  theory,  and  ho  probably  trusted 
to  natural  jealousy  to  prevent  any  solid  combination  of 
ill  the  great  barons  in  any  particular  county  or  district. 

So  it  was  that  of  all  Eart  Warrenne's  manors  in  Norfolk, 
very  few,  comparatively,  lay  contiguous  to  each  other. 
And  when  the  knight  service  due  from  each  manor  through 
liim  to  the  king  beciune,  by  commutation  into  escuage 
in  the  thirteenth  century,  mainly  a  matter  of  money 
, payment,  it  was  more  than  ever  necessary  for  him,  as 
ir  other  great  barons,  to  delegate  to  trusty  lieutenants  or 
iwards  the  care  of  his  interests  throughout  his  domains. 
Through  these  stewards  would  pass  to  the  earl  all  needful 
information  of  reliefs  due,  of  rights  of  wardships  and  of 
'.marriage  falling  in,  and  of  other  feudal  dues  accruing 
in  right  of  his  lordship;  and  by  them  would  be  collected 
^and  transmitted  to  him  the  moneys  paid  on  all  these 
jgocounte. 

We  may  expect,  therefore,  to  find  the  clergy,  as  the 
chief  or  only  persons  at  that  time  competent  to  conduct 
these  complicated  matters,  associated  with  such  men  as 
Earl  Warrenne  as  their  stewards.  Especially  we  may  expect 
that  he  would  engage,  where  it  was  possible,  the  services 
of  men  of  higher  social  rank  among  the  clergy,  who  might 
be  already  bound  to  hiiu  by  local  circumstances  of  feudal 
tenure,  and  by  the  common  iustiuct  of  their  Norman  blood. 

Such  a  steward  of  his  elder  brother's  superior  lord, 
and  in  all  probability  his  trusted  counsellor,  was  Edmund 
Gonvile.     Under  bis  inSuence  it  is  certain  that  the  house 
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of  Friars  Preachers  of  Thetford  was  established  and  e 
dowed  by  the  Earl  of  Lancaster — who  had  acquired 
1318  the  lordship  of  Thetford  from  Earl  Warrenne, — ai 
Note  E.  this  within  two  years  of  Qonvile's  institution  to  Rushworl 
And  he  seems  from  that  time  to  the  close  of  his  life 
have  thought  mainly  how  he  might  use  his  wealth  ai 
influence,  and  that  of  his  family,  for  the  permanent  welfa 
of  the  Church. 

The  opportunity  came  in  a  singular  way.  His  eld< 
brother,  Sir  Nicholas  de  Gonvile,  died  in  1333,  seized 
the  manors  of  Lerling  and  Bushworth,  with  their  advowsoi 
and  of  other  possessions  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk;  and 
the  same  year  his  son  John  de  Gonvile  did  homage  f 
these  and  other  lands  and  manors  of  the  king.  But  tli 
young  man  was,  I  fear,  something  of  a  mauvaia  avjiL  J 
the  gaol  delivery  at  Norwich,  two  years  before,  he  hi 
'  been  arraigned  with  others  for  a  murder  at  Beighton,  az 

II  had    escaped;    his    companions,   who   were    found    guilt 

pleading  their  benefit  of  clergy.'  And  in  1338,  five  yea 
after  his  accession,  it  appears  from  the  Buxton  MSS.  th 
he  found  it  convenient  to  convev  to  his  uncle  Edmui 
Gonvile,  for  life,  his  manor  and  advowson  of  Rushwort 
following  this  up  by  a  general  assignment  in  1342  of  i 
his  manors  and  estates  elsewhere.  Once  or  twice  he  appea 
again  as  owner  of  some  small  properties  in  this  plac 
which  he  assigns  away  for  nominal  considerations ;  but 
the  time  of  the  actual  foundation  of  this  college  in  134 
he  was  not  impossibly  under  such  a  cloud  as  might  W4 
account  for  his  absence  from  the  solemn  act  of  foundati* 
with  the  other  great  magnates  of  the  neighbourhood. 
1349  he  disappears  altogether,  probably  a  victim 
the  awful  visitation  of  the  Black  Death  in  that  ye£ 
leaving  a  son,  Edmund,  who  appears  to  have  been  \ 
infant  of  very  tender  years  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death 

'  EmI  Anglian^  vol.  iii.,  p.  151. 
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We  come  now  to  the  foundation  of  the  college  befora 
us.  I  assume  that  Edmund  Gonvile,  the  powerful  Rector 
of  Rushworth,  had,  since  his  brother's  death  in  1333, 
been  gratiually  acquiring  more  and  more  power  with  bia 
brothers,  John,  the  Rector  of  Lerling,  and  William,  Rector 
of  Thelnetham,  in  control  of  the  family  poBsessions,  which 
had  descended  to  their  unfortunate  nephew,  the  iictual 
head  of  the  family.  Their  united  part  seems  to  have 
been  the  securing  of  the  means  for  building  and  endowment 
of  the  college- — bis,  Edmund's,  special  part  l.bat  of  obtaining 
by  hia  personal  influence  the  necessary  licenses  from  the 
aaperior  authorities,  ecclesiastical  and  secular.  A  bull  for 
the  impropriation  of  the  rectory  of  Rushworth  to  the 
intended  college  was  obtained  from  the  Pope,  and  the 
consent  of  Antony  Bee,  Bishop  of  Norwich,  was,  we  may 
well  believe,  heartily  given  to  the  good  work — the  Chapter 
'  of  the  Cathedral  being,  as  is  noteworthy,  mentioned  as 
!  necessary  coadjutors  in  the  scheme.  The  royal  license 
'  of  alienation  was  obtained,  and  those  also  of  the  great 
lords,  under  whom  some  part  of  the  intended  endowment 
I  was  held. 

I  Let  me  occupy  a  little  space  with  the  special  objects  which 
I  Edmund  Gonvile  may  have  had  in  founding  his  college  of 
I  priests  at  Rushworth.  He  could  not  but  be  sensible  of  the 
evils  which  bid  fair  to  eat  out  the  spiritual  life  of  the 
Church.  The  parochial  system,  as  we  call  it,  was  far  too 
weak  to  bear  up  the  banner  of  the  Church  alone,  and  in 
those  troublous  times  it  was  almost  of  necessity  that  there 
ehould  be  bouses  where  the  ordained  servants  of  God  should 
dwell  together  in  community,  for  their  common  safety  and 
for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  their  neighbourhood ;  for 
scarcely  in  any  other  way  could  the  precious  interests 
of  education  and  of  art  be  guarded  and  advanced.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  great  abbeys  had  gradually  pressed 
Tip   from   every   side,   absorbing    manor    after   manor   and 
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benefice  after  benefice,  until  not  only  the  natural  inflaeni 
of  the  laity  was  everywhere  crippled,  and  in  some  plac 
altogether  eiSaccd,  but  the  natural  result  had  followed  i 
the  decay  of  spiritual  religion.  The  great  monastic  house 
strong  in  their  wealth  and  intellectual  power,  were  more  ai 
more  claiming  independence  of  all  authority  but  that  < 
their  own  respective  orders,  and  had  well  nigh  shaken  then 
selves  free  from  king  and  bishop  alike.  That  Gonvile  wi 
devoted  to  the  Church  to  which  he  had  given  his  life  the: 
could  be  no  doubt.  In  actual  fact  he  gave  his  whole  fortui 
to  her.  But  he  was  something  far  more  than  a  selfii 
Churchman,  risen  from  the  Church's  ranks,  and  aimiii 
through  her  influence  at  selfish  ends.  He  was  a  gentlems 
of  Norman  blood,  to  whom  the  power  and  interests  of  tl 
great  nation  which  his  race  had  founded  in  England  we: 
very  dear.  And  looking  around  him  he  may  well  hai 
feared  a  time  when  the  whole  power  of  that  nation  wouJ 
have  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  foreign  spiritual  arm; 
garrisoned  in  the  great  monastic  houses  everywhere  througl 
out  the  land,  and  owning  no  authority  but  that  of  the  grei 
foreign  bishop  enthroned  at  Rome. 

The  laity  had  already  begun  to  stir.  The  Statute  < 
Westminster  and  the  Statute  of  Pro  visors  had  recordc 
in  Parliament  the  alarm  of  the  great  landowners  at  tl 
growing  encroachments  of  the  Regular  Orders  on  tl 
territorial  position  of  the  laity ;  and  the  encouragement  giv€ 
by  private  benefactors  to  the  great  spiritual  experiment  < 
the  Mendicant  Orders  had  seemed,  for  a  time,  to  trust  tl 
future  of  the  Church's  spiritual  life  to  the  ascetics,  who  und( 
their  independent  authority  from  Rome  had  seemed  to  supp! 
the  defects  of  the  regular  monastic  system.  Passing  to  ar 
fro  through  the  land — confessing,  absolving,  preaching — th< 
had  brought  out  a  new  and  attractive  idea  of  pure  religio 
where  religion  had  too  often  seemed  to  be  represented  I 
mere  sloth  and  luxury.      There  are  signs  that  in  the  dioce; 


of  Norwich  the  struggle  between  the  new  system  and  the 
old  had  waxed  warm.  At  the  time  of  which  we  are 
speaking  there  were  forty-nine  houses  of  religion  in  the 
diocese  under  the  Benedictine  rule:  not  one  of  them  founded 
since  the  year  1200.  Of  the  twenty-nine  houses  of  Austin 
Canons,  the  next  in  number,  but  five  had  been  established 
since  that  date;  but  in  the  thirteenth  century  twenty-nine 
houses,  small  and  great,  of  the  Mendicant  Orders  had  been 
founded  in  the  diocese  ;  and  five  more  arose  within  the  next 
hundred  years.  We  may  hardly  disregard  ihcse  facts.  The 
spirit  of  the  pious  laity  had  gone  with  the  new  men,  who 
were  preaching  greater  purity  of  life,  more  personal  dis- 
regard of  worldly  wealth  and  ease,  and  wider  freedom  of 
spiritual  grace;  but  when  Edmund  de  Gonvilo  first  set  about 
the  foundation  of  his  college,  the  Mendicant  Orders  had 
already  begun  to  fail.  "What  they  were  fifty  years  afterwards 
Chaucer  has  shewn  us  in  his  picture  of  the  "limitour,"  The 
«rmy  of  preaching  brothers  which  had  gone  forth  to  main- 
among  Englishmen  a  spirit  of  personal  religion  and 

-sacrifice  in  the  faith  of  Christ,  had  become  little  more 

a  mob  of  disorderly  agitators,  using  agitation— as  such 

are   apt  to  do — for   acquiring   power  with  the  lower 

lers,   which    might  be,   and   often    was,   unscrupulously 

for  selfish  ends.      The  House  of  God  in  England 

fitUing  asunder,  divided  against  itsell 

I  think,  a  new  project  was  in  Gonvile's  mind. 
In  the  new  foundation  which  he  intended  here,  he  would 
have,  not  an  abbey  or  priory  of  one  of  the  monastic 
orders,  claiming  independence  of  bishop  and  archbishop  and 
sovereign  alike,  and  owning  none  but  foreign  rules,  which 
no  English  power  could  control  or  alter ;  nor  would  he 
have  a  body  of  men  like  the  Preaching  Friars,  bound  by 
no  orders  but  of  their  own  framing ;  but  a  college,  or 
simple    community,   of    priests    living   together   in    God's 

trice,   under   the  direct    control   of    the   Bishop  of    the 
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dioceee,  iiolding  their  property  on  condition  of  stru 
obedience  to  statutes  and  regulations  ordained  by  tbi 
founder,  and  subject  at  every  point  of  tbeir  conduct  to 
tbe  biabop'a  visitation  and  autbority.  How  near  Gonvile 
was  in  bitting  tbe  want  of  tbe  age  may  be  guessed  from 
tbe  fact  tbat,  wbile  in  this  great  diocese  of  tbirteen  bundred 
cburcLes  no  monastic  bouse  was  founded  after  tbe  date 
of  this  college,  no  leaa  than  twelve  other  lite  institutiona 
to  that  before  U3  were  endowed  within  two  generati 
after  its  foundation,  and  four  others  at  a  later  period.* 

With  all  this  in  view,  Edmund  Gonvile  had  now  worked'' 
out   his    plans.      He   had    some   time  before   this   become 
possessed  of  an  ancient  moated  manor-house  of  the  Pecehe 
family,  which  he  hud  apparently  made  the  "mansus  rectoria' 
of    Rusbworth,    having    within     its    bounds,    with    oiIh 
buildings,  an  ancient  chapel — probably   that  cbapel  of 
John  Baptist  to  which  in  1286  Ralph  de  Noreys  conve; 
five  acres  of  arable  land  adjoining  this  place,  and  which 
William  de  Lirling  at  about  the  same  or  a  little  earlier  til 
bad  endowed  with  two  waxlights  of  two  pounds  weight  f< 
the  altar  of  St.  John  Baptist  therein.      Gonvile  bad  fitted' 
this  bouse  for  the  reception  of  a  Master  and  four  Fellows,  or 
"confialres,"    for    whose    rule    he    had    carefully   prepared. 
statutes  to  regulate  their  lives,  their  dress,  and  tbe  religious 
serviceB  of  each  day.     He  bad  endowed  the  college  with 
rectory  of  Rushworth,  which  be  was  now  to  resign  in  tht 
favour,  and  with  the  life  rent  of  the  manor  of  Rusbworl 
which  he  had  obtained  from  his  nephew,  asaiguing  to  each\ 
brother   from  these  funds,  besides  his   meat  and  clotbing^^ 
thirty  shillings  annually  of  money,   and  fifty  shillings 
the  Master.     So  on  the  31st  of  August,  1342, — five  hundi 
and  forty-one  years  ago,  almost  on  this  very  day — he 
gathered   bis  friends    together   as  and  where  we  are 
*  The  statiBtici  In  ttiia  and  the  preceding  paragraph  are  chiefly  Ukta 


standing,  to   witness  the    last    solemn   act  of   foundation. 

The  great  Lord  of  Wormegay  had  come  from  his  strongliold 

Lamid   the  waters  of  the  Nar;    Robert  de  Morleygh,   Lord 

FMarshal  of  Ireland,  had  left  awhile  the  cares  of  bis  unquiet 

I  govern ment.      Sir    Conetantine    de    Mortimer,    Sir    Anselin 

wie  Mariscal,  and  Sir  John  Howard,  Sheriff  of  the  County 

I  and  Admiral  and  Captain  of  the  Royal  Navy  in  the  N^orth, 

I  were  here,  with  a  crowd  of  the  beat  known  gentlemen  in 

FlforfDllc,    as    their   names   on    the    foundation    deed    testify, 

\   to  witness  the  sealing  of  the  deed  by  which  a  new  departure 

in  the  religious  history  of  Norfolk  might  be  made.  ^°^  ^ 

So  Edmund  Goovile  passed  away  from  his  sixteen  years' 

.  iiome;   not  to  live  in   idleness   or   obscurity,  but  to  carry 

elsewhere   new   plans   for   the   glory  of   God    and   the 

nrelfare  of  his  country.     His  great  efforts  for  his  college 

ftt  Rushworth  had    not    too    largely  injured    hia    resources, 

md   he  was  still  a  wealthy  man.     In  a  writ,  "de  pecunia 

lutuanda,"    for    assiating  the  king    in    hia  projected 

Bsage  into  France  in  1346  (Eof.  Claun.  20  Edw.  III.  p.  1, 

I.  22  dorso),  headed  "  Articlea  de  priere  ount  les  souzeacritea 

•  fl'aprester   au  Roy  lea  summes   suaescritea,  deaong  meame 

la  date  ceat    assaver." — here  follow  the  names,    ninety  in 

number— " M onsen r    Esmon    Gunvile''  is  among  the   great 

Churchmen  rated  at  "eec  mars."     The  same  sum  is  assigned 

to  the  Priora  of  Ely  and  Norwich,  the  Bishops  of  Hereford 

and  St.  David's,  and  the  Abbot  of  St.  Albun's,     "L'abbe  de 

Seint  Esmon  "  ia  assessed  at  "  cccc  mars."     And  with  this 

view  of  his  means  we  shall  hardly  err   in  attributing  to 

£dmund  Gonvile  not  only  the  buildings  of  his  college  around 

u,  but  also  the  beautiful  church  with  whose  remains  we  ara 

lortly  Xo  concern  ourselvea.     He  became  Rector  of  Terriog- 

1  and  Commissioner  of  the  Marshlanda  of  Norfolk,  and 

mbsequently  Professor  or  Doctor  of  Diviniiy  at  Cambridge. 

And  within  a  few  years  ihe  Hospital  of  St.  John  at  Lynn, 

ind   the  still   nobler   foundation  of   Goovile  Hall — known 
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to  US  all  by  the  famous  name  of  Gonvile  and  Caius  CoUege 
at  Cambridge — bore  fresh  wltne^  to  the  aealous  virtnee 
of  Edmund  Gonvile,  my  honoured  predeceasor  in  this  place, 
with  which,  ae  with  his  greater  foundation  at  Cambridge, 
his  name  and  memory  mast  be  always  bound  up. 

A  hundred  years  pasa  away,  and  the  college  which 
had  founded  enters  on  a  new  phase  of  interest.  In  worli 
matters  it  had  continued  to  flourish,  and  by  the  benefactioni 
of  its  Fellows  and  their  families  it  had  drawn  to  itself 
no  small  amount  of  landed  poasesaiona  in  fee.  Besides 
these  it  held  much  else  under  the  family  of  the  founder, 
under  a  curious  arrangement,  probably  intended  to  evade 
the  Statutes  of  Mortmain.  All  the  estates  of  the  Qonvilee 
in  this  part  of  the  country  seem  to  have  been  in  its  hands; 
not  in  fee,  but  as  held  by  tho  college  under  successive  long 
leases  from  the  family.  For  four  generations  this  arrange- 
ment had  gone  on,  and  now  the  male  linw  of  the  Gonvilee 
had  ended  in  an  heiress,  with  whom  the  college  acquires 
new  interest  to  us,  as  Norfolk  men.  It  passes  now  under 
the  patronage  of  a  long  unbroken  line  of  the  greatest 
warriors  of  our  county,  ending  only  with  the  final  dis- 
solution of  the  college.  The  first  of  these — Sir  Kobert 
Herling,  or  Harling,  of  East  Harltng — slood  high  among  tlis 
famous  band  of  knights  and  gentlemen  who  gathered  round 
the  fifth  Harry  in  the  fields  of  France,  At  the  siege  of 
lleaux,  in  1412,  he  greatly  distinguished  himself  in  tll8 
assault,  as  the  chronicler  Hall  tells  us,  and  dying  in 
harnoBs  at  the  defence  at  Paris,  in  1435,  hia  body  wi 
brought  home  to  rest  in  the  Chapel  of  St.  Mary  in  Harlinj 
Church,  a  few  miles  from  here,  where  ho  had  founded 
chantry  for  his  own  and  his  ancestors'  souls,  lie 
married  Johanna,  sole  beiress  of  the  Gonvile  line,  wi1 
whom  he  bad  received  lands  amounting  to  three  knight 
fees,  and,  with  sundry  advowsons,  the  hereditary  pal 
of  this  college. 
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At  this  point  a  curious  fact  in  histoiy  has  come  into 
iight.  This  lady  Joan  is  Baid  by  Blomeficld  to  be  buried 
with  her  husband  at  Harling,  and  true  enough  her  effigy 
lies  there  side  by  side  with  that  of  her  husband  on  the 
altar  tomb  in  Harling  Church ;  but  the  inscription  on  the 
tomb  makes  only  mention  of  her  husband,  and  none  whatever 
of  her.  There  is  also,  as  anyone  may  see,  something  ex- 
ceedingly odd  and  awkward  in  the  arrangement  of  the 
effigies  themselves.  Not  only  is  the  lady's  effigy  of  smaller 
mze  than  that  of  her  husband,  and  in  no  way,  so  to  speak, 
matching  hia;  but,  if  in  so  grave  an  assembly  as  this  I 
may  use  the  words  without  savour  of  flippancy,  the  good 
knight  presents  an  uncomfortable  appearance  of  being 
Iiitched  somewhat  out  of  his  resting-place  by  the  lady  who 
lies  on  the  inner  aide  against  the  wall.  The  reason  has 
appeared  in  our  recent  enquiries. 

Lady  Joan  Herling  was  not  buried  at  East  Harling  at  all, 
but  here  in  her  own  ancestral  college  of  the  Gonviles.  In 
a  deed,  dated  in  1490,  which,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Master 
and  Fellows  of  Gonvile  and  Cuius  College  I  have  been 
permitted  to  copy  from  their  treasury,  Lady  Anne  Scrope, 
the  daughter  and  heiress  of  this  lady,  among  other  stated 
•ervices  and  observances  to  be  kept  in  the  collegiate  church 

Rushworth,  ordains  two  solemn  "  yeredays"  or  "obitea" 
■to  be  kept  for  ever  therein- — one  for  herself  and  her  6rst 
iusband.  Sir  William  Chamberliu,  and  one  for  her  father 
and  mother,  Sir  Robert  and  Lady  Joan  Herling.  And  she 
ordains  further — being  a  careful  soul — that  all  the  wax 
which  ia  over  from  the  lights  used  in  such  services  shall 
not  be  used  by  the  priests  for  themselves,  but  shall  be  made 
into  "  ekes  "  and  "  spended  burning  upon  the  atone  or  tombe, 
i-or  right  afore  the  tombe  of  her  mother.  Dame  Johanna,  at 
.liigh  masse  and  other  services  in  the  said  church  thereafter." 
I  account  for  the  presence  of  the  effigy  at  Harling  in  this 
way.     When  in  1544,  two  years  after  the  disaolution  of  the 
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college,    the   cturch   and    chancel   were  stripped   of   their^ 

roofs  and  laid  waste,  I  assume  that  someone,  possibly  one 
of  the  Fellows  of  the  college,  mindful  of  their  ancient  bene- 
factress, rescued  this  effigy  of  the  last  Gonvile  from  the 
ruin  around,  and  caused  it  to  be  carried  to  Hurling,  there 
to  be  preserved  on  the  tomb  of  her  husband.  Whether  at 
the  same  time  the  actual  remains  of  the  deceased  lady 
herself  were  also  removed,  I  cannot  of  course  say. 

I  pass  now  to  the  only  child  of  Sir  Robert  Hcrliiig, 
heiress  to  all  the  great  estates  of  both  her  lather  and  her 
mother.  For  the  wardship  of  this  infant,  owner  of  nineteen 
manors  and  five  advowsous  in  Norfolk  alone,  five  hundred 
marks  were  paid  by  the  famous  Sir  John  Fastolf,  the  nnclfl 
and  companion  in  arms  of  her  father.  He  married  her — in 
what  year  I  do  not  know — to  Sir  William  Chamberluyn  of 
Qedding,  in  Suffolk,  whose  splendid  bravery  in  France  it 
told  to  us  in  llollingshed's  Chronide.  He  was  one  of  thfl 
twenty-five  Enighls  of  the  famous  Order  of  the  Garter,  and 
dying  in  14G2,  bis  widow  became,  aa  you  may  impgine,  & 
prize  much  pursued  by  those  who  had  either  themselves  or 
their  sons  to  marry.  Very  early  in  the  field  was  young; 
Sir  John  Paston,  about  whose  settlement  in  life  there  arc 
such  searcitings  of  heart  in  the  Paston  Lcliers,  But  ij 
would  not  do — in  the  language  of  the  Letlers,  "  that  mata 
wyll  not  pre,"*  The  daughter  of  one  great  warrior  and  th« 
widow  of  another  would  not  be  likely  to  fancy  a  lad  untriei, 
in  arms,  some  years  younger  than  herself.  And  ver^ 
soon  a  worthier  successor  to  the  heroic  governor  of  Crail] 
appeared  in  Sir  Robert  Wingfield,  a  younger  son  of  tfai 
great  Suffolk  house  and  one  of  the  knights  of  the  shire 
the  county  of  Hertford. 

lie  was  Controller  of  the  Household  to  Edward  IV.,  i 
had  license  from  that   monarch  in  1463  to  perform 
of  arma  with  Lewis  de  Brueil,  of  France.     It  may  well 
•  Fiulon  LttUri  (1S72  ed.),  i.  394,  466,  *69 ;  ii.  139. 
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that  liiB  fair  show  on  that  very  occasion  touched  the  heart 
of  the  youDg  widow  lady  of  Harling  and  Bushworth.  At 
any  rate  we  find  them  very  aoon  afterwards  married  and 
reining  together  at  Harling.  He  died  in  1480,  and  it  has 
been  one  of  the  prizes  wo  have  won  from  these  Buxton 
papers,  to  identify  the  great  warrior's  tomb  in  this  church 
among  the  foundations  recently  laid  open.  The  altar  tomb 
itself  has  shared  the  fate  of  the  stately  church,  but  the 
"core"  or  inner  part  remains  still  in  the  very  place  de- 
scribed by  his  widow  in  the  foundation  deed  of  the  chapel 
which  she  raised  to  his  memory,  endowing  it  with  the 
manor  of  Brettenham  for  the  maintenance  of  a  priest  and 
the  specified  services  to  be  performed  there.  It  is  there 
still,  where  (to  quote  the  deed  itself)  "upon  the  south  side 
of  the  chaneell  of  the  said  church,  in  an  arche  of  a  new 
ehapelle  there  begonne  and  purpossed  by  the  grace  of  God 
be  made  and  finished,  the  said  Sir  Robert  is  berryed  and 

.terred."       Two  points  appear   in    this    connection    which 

mnot  be  passed  over. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  Master  of  this  college  at 
'that  time,  and  presumably  the  chief  officiating  priest  at 
Sir  Robert  Wingfield's  burial,  was  that  very  Henry  Costessey 
or  Coasey,  who,  besides  the  rectories  of  Banham  and  Wilby, 
in  the  patronage  of  the  abbots  of  York,  and  that  of  Bixton, 
Lady  Anne  Wingfield's  own    patronage,   held    also    the 

lastersbip  of  her  ancestral  college  of  Gonvile  Hall  in 
Cambridge;— the  first  direct  connexion  which  I  have  found 
between  the  two  colleges  founded  by  Edmund  Gonvile. 
The  second  point  is,  that  in  this  deed  appears  an  already 
existing  grammar  school  within  this  College  of  Rushworth. 
The  Master  and  Fellows  had  been,  as  in  other  like  founda- 
tions, no  idle  caters  of  the  fat  and  drinkers  of  the  sweet  in 
their  fair  foundation.  The  grammar  school  which  they 
tad  maintained  here  had  so  commended  itself  to  ihe  great 
lady  whoso  afi'ections  were  so  bound  up  with  this  place,  that. 
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five   years  afterwards,   we  End   her  completing  her  gooff' 
works  here  in  this  way.      She  finds  herself,    as  she   eay^ 
growing  old,  a  widow,  and  childless,  and  with  no  hope 
children.      She  and  her  ancestors  have  always  ntaintaini 
their  love   for  the   college   which  they   had    founded   an< 
supported,  and,  before  she  dies,  she  will  make  fast  their 
work ;  and  the  womao  to  whom  God  had  denied  the  blessing 
of  children  will  still  leave  children  of  her  own  who  shall 
call  her  blessed.     Therefore,  the  three  fair  manors  whi( 
the  college  had  theretofore  held  under  successive  leases  froitt 
the  family  shall  be  theirs  in  fee  under  a  license  iq  mortmainj 
already  secured  to  that  purpose.      And  out  of  these  lands 
shall  the  Master  and  Fellows  of  the  College,  in  all  time 
come,  erect  and  maintain  a  Grammar   School  for  thirteen 
children  of  the  diocese  of  Norwich,  of  whom  five,  corres- 
ponding to  the  number  of  fellows,  shall  be  fed  and  clothed 
and  brought  up  within  its  walla ;  the  other  eight  receiving- 
their  education  free — "nothing  taken  by  way  of  salary  (rf'i 
Bchool-hirc  from  them."     And  the  five  little  ones  so  to 
maintained  by  her  bounty  shall  not  forget  her  who  has 
cared  for  them.     They  shall,  in  all  time  to  come,  bear 
touching  name  of  "  Dame  Annys  Childeryn," 

It  does  not   fall   within   our  present  intention  to  ti 
further  the  history  of  this  great  lady.     She  died  in  15( 
and  her  arrangements  for  her  last  resting-place  had 
long  made.     She  is  buried  by  hor  own  order — not  here  wi 
her  second  husband.  Sir  Robert  Wingfield,  whom  she  loi 
and  honoured  so  tenderly,  nor  at  the  Abbey  of  Thetfc 
with  Lord   Scrope  of  Bolton,  whom  she  married   late 
life,  and  who  died  some  years  before  her — but  in  Harlii 
Church,  in  the  stately  tomb  she  had  built  over  him  ■ 
had  passed   away  forty  years  before,  the  husband  of 
youth.     Her  nephew  by  marriage,  Sir  Robert  Wingfii 
was   her  executor  and   chief  legatee.     He   was   a    Knij 
of  the   Holy  Sepulchre,  Lord   Marshal   of  Calais   and 
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larchea,  one  of  the  Privy  Council  to  Henry  VIII.,  and 
three  timea  Ambassador  of  England  to  sovereigns  of  Europe. 
By  his  last  will  he  ordered  that  if  he  died  within  ten  miles 
of  his  College  of  Rushworth,  he  was  to  be  buried  in  the 
Wingfield  Chapel,  where  the  body  of  his  unele  and  god- 
father lay,  but  I  cannot  eay  whether  this  came  to  pass. 
No  trace  of  any  monument  to  him  has  been  found. 

We  are  drawing  near  the  close,  just  when  we  might 
:liave  hoped  that,  in  a  Reformed  Church,  the  five  munors, 
the  broad  lands,  and  the  two  advowsons  of  Eushworth 
College,  might  have  been  used  to  splendid  account.  The 
Grammar  School  at  Thetford,  founded  in  IGIO,  would  have 
been  less  needed  if  here  at  Rushworth  the  College  of  Rt. 
John  had  been  suffered  to  justify  the  sacrifices  and  loving 
piety  of  its  ancient  founders  and  benefactors.     The   great 

I  East  Anglian  School  and  College  of  St.  John  Evangelist 
OQ  the  banks  of  the  Ouse  might  be  now  as  famous  as  the 
contemporary  College  of  St.  Mary  at  Eton  on  the  banks 
«{  the  Royal  river. 
It  was  not  so  to  be.  Forty-one  years  only  after  the  death 
of  their  greatest  benefactress,  the  Master  and  Fellows  of 
her  college  met  for  the  last  time  in  their  chapter-house. 
A  few  strokes  of  a  pen  were  enough  to  destroy  the  work  of 
two  hundred  years,  and  the  College  of  St.  John  Evangelist 
ceased  to  exist  (December  6tb,  1541).  Church  and  chancel 
and  churchyard,  grange  and  Master's  lodge,  grammar  subool 
and  guests'  house,  all  passed,  with  the  fair  lands  so  carefully 
laid  together,  into  the  royal  spoiler's  hands.  Sampson  Michell, 
a  clerk  of  the  Chancer}',  stood  ready  to  carrj'  off  the  deed  of 
surrender  for  registration  in  London,  and,  seven  days  after- 
wards the  grant  of  the  whole  to  Henry,  Earl  of  Surrey — the 
poet  earl — passed  the  Great  Seal.  The  machinery  by  which 
this  mere  job,  as  we  must  needs  call  it,  was  carried  through 
has  been  laid  open  to  us  in  these  papers.  The  Archdeacon 
of  Norwich  was  not  only  Master  of  this  college,  but  we 
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here  learn  he  was  also  ulmoner  to  the  Ihilce  of  Korfolk. 
And  when  we  leam  further  that,  for  a  whole  year  before 
the  surrender,  the  duke's  sheep  had  been  feeding  by 
thousands  on  the  college  manors  without  fee  or  payment, 
we  can  see  something  of  an  understanding  between  the 
archdeacon  and  the  eldest  son  of  his  ducal  master,  by 
which  the  surrender  of  the  college  was  brouf^ht  about. 
For  some  two  years  a  feeble  show  of  service  was  kept 
up  in  the  church,  but  this  soon  ceased ;  and  in  36tli 
Henry  VIII.  (1545)  the  whole  place  waa  laid  waste  by 
the  earl's  order.  The  lead  was  stripped  from  the  church 
and  great  hall,  and  the  roofs  torn  down.  For  forty  years 
the  "ecclesia  vastata  et  ruinata"  lay  open,  a  quarry  for 
Note  Q.  stones  and  a  witness  of  pure  reforming  zeal. 

At  this  point  begins  what  we  may  call  the  third  birth  a 
Rushworth — or,  as  it  now  began  to  be  called,  of  EushfordH 
collegiate    church.      From  its  connection  with  one  anoiei 
family,   who   bad   done   their   best   bere   for   the   glory  i 
God,  it  was  to  pass  now  into  the  hands  of  another  familyJ 
who   were  for   tbree   hundred   years  to  take  the  place  ( 
the  old  ecclesiastical   lords.     In   1585  Robert  Buxton,  lot 
of  the   great   manor   of    Chanonz  in   Tiheuham,   and  ' 
closely -trusted   friend   and   counsellor  of  the  fourth  Dul 
of    Norfolk  and   of   his   eon,  the  Earl  of  Arundel,  becanM 
tenant  here  during  one  of  those  accesses  of  treason,  whichf 
threw  the  rents  of  the  Norfolk  estates  from  time  to  tim 
into  the  hands  of  tbe  Crown.     And  one  of  the  first  things  ■' 
he  did  here  was  to  restore  again  the  worship  of  God,  which 
had  been  silent  for  forty  years. 

He  applied  to  tbe  Crown  auditors  for  an  allowance  (which  1 
was   admitted)   of   half  tbe   salary  of  n  chaplain,   offerii 
himself  to   pay  tbe   other  moiety.      At   bis   own   cost  1 
threw  across  the  remains  of  the  ruined  nave  of  tbe  coUegiaf^ 
church  tbe  roof  which  you    now  see,  filling  up  the  emp^ 
window  spaces  with  the  brickwork  windows  as  they  not 


I  sppear,  and  closing  m  the  eastern  end  at  the  chancel  arch 

F  and    the  openinga   of    the   transepts   with    strong    timber 

partitions.     And   thus  he  framed,  out  of  the  ruins  of  the 

church,   the  oblong  square  room  with  which  we  have  to 

do  at  the  present  day. 

So,  in  1587,  the  service  of  the  Church  was  again  set  up  in 
Rushworth  after  a  silence  of  forty  years;  not  indeed  in  any- 
thing like  its  ancient  magnificence,  but  in  at  least  a  spirit  of 
reverence  for  the  honniir  of  God.  Twelve  years  after  this 
Mr.  Buxton  obtained  license  from  the  Crown  to  purchase  the 
property  from  the  Norfolk  fumily,  and  from  that  time  to  thia 
it  baa  remained  with  his  descendant-s,  who  have  maintained 
the  church  and  serviees  as  be  did,  at  their  own  coat.  Thus 
it  has  come  to  pass  that  there  is  here  a  private  chapel,  the 
freehold  property  of  a  private  person,  and,  as  such,  free 
from  all  exterior  jurisdiction.  And  yet,  as  it  falls  within 
the  exemptions  of  the  Marriage  Act  of  1762,  it  possesses  by 
the  usage  of  300  years  all  Jura  sacra,  as  fully  as  if  it  were 
a  parish  church.  Whatever  changes  await  the  Cliurch  of 
England,  there  is  one  place  here  at  least  in  Norfolk  where 
her  sacred  associations  remain  beyond  the  reach  of  political 
treatment.  They  are  here,  as  the  history  of  three  centuries 
bears  witness,  in  perfectly  safe  hands. 

For  that  period  the  history  of  Rushford  College  is  the 
history  of  the  Buxton  family,  and  this  carries  us  outside  the 
object  of  the  present  meeting.  Were  it  not  so  I  could  tell 
vou  of  manv  things  in  this  connection  of  much  interest  to 
Norfolk  men.  I  could  speak  of  a  tnisted  friend  and  devoted 
servant  of  that  luckless  Duke  of  Norfolk  whose  devotion  to 
his  faith  cost  him  his  head  in  1572,  and  of  his  son,  who 
ended  bis  unquiet  life  in  the  Tower  twenly-tliree  years  later. 
Of  both  these  noblemen,  Robert  Buxton,  the  Norfolk  squire, 
was  the  confidential  agent  in  all  matters  connected  with  their 
Norfolk  estates ;  and  from  the  letters  and  memoranda  he  has 
Kieft,  it  appears  probable  that  it  was  by  Robert  Buxton's  advice 
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that  the  several  family  arrangements  were  made  from  time 
to  time  which  preserved  so  much  of  the  property  from  the 
consequences  of  attainder.  He  was  twice  committed  by 
the  Privy  Council  to  prison — once  to  the  Tower,  and  once  to 
the  Fleet — in  the  hope  of  wringing  his  master's  secrets  from 
him.  But  he  held  them  fast,  and  was  faithful  to  the  end,- 
being  one  of  the  four  friends  who  by  order  of  the  Council 
were  allowed  access  to  the  Earl  of  Arundel  in  his  last  illness 
in  the  Tower.  I  could  speak  too  of  the  gallant  loyalist — 
High  Sheriff  and  Member  of  Parliament  for  the  county — who 
suffered  so  much,  especially  in  connection  with  the  ship-money 
business,  in  his  royal  master's  service,  and  who  died  two  days 
only  before  the  Act  of  Parliament  decreeing  the  Restoration 
was  passed — the  great  gold  coronation  medal  being  sent  in 
the  following  year  to  his  family  in  recognition  of  his  sufferiDgs 
and  services.  Of  many  others  of  the  race,  not  less  worthy 
than  their  fathers,  the  papers  to  which  I  have  had  access 
bear  record,  but  I  can  no  more  speak  now  of  them  than  of 
the  later  members  of  the  family  who  have  been  known  to 
you  all.  We  have  to  look  only  now  at  the  buildings  on 
which  their  loving  care  has  been  expended,  and  of  these  I 
Note  IT.  will  8ay  such  few  words  as  our  scanty  time  will  permit. 

But  before  we  turn  away  from  the  history  of  this  place 
let  me  ask  you  to  look  once  more  on  the  ford  and  causeway 
before  you.  It  has  been  the  scene  of  one  flight  for  a  king's 
life;  it  is  very  possible  that  another,  closer  to  our  own 
time,  niav  have  been  beheld  from  where  we  stand. 

It  is  curious  how  little  we  have  of  the  details  of  Queen 
Mary's  flight  from  Ilunsdon,  on  her  brother  Edward's  death 
becoming  known  to  her.  Most  of  us  know  the  general 
outline  of  the  facts.  We  have  seen  the  hurried  arrival 
of  the  early  messenger  at  Ilunsdon,  and  the  hot  mounting 
and  headlong  ride  to  Sawston.  Thence  we  have  watched 
the  hurried  gallop  in  the  early  July  morning,  as  the 
pursuers'  horse  hoofs  are  heard  thundering  in  the  distance ; 
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I  and,  as   the   fugitives  draw  rein   to  watch  the  flames   of 

[  disappointed  vengeance  rising  behind  them  in  the  house 
which  had  sheltered  them,  we  have  heard  the  "deep  man's 
voice  "  of  the  Queen,  bidding,  "  Let  it  burn ;  I  will  build  him 
a  better."  But  from  that  moment,  so  far  as  published 
lords  go,  we  almost  lose  sight  of  Mary  until  we  see  her 

,  safe  at  KenninghalL     And  yet  the  rido  is  as  full  of  danger, 

I  and  aa  important  to  English  history  as  the  famous  flight 
from  Worcester,  of  which  we  can  trace  every  step.  Miss 
Strickland  alone  gives,  in  a  few  linea,  some  of  the  poiuta 
of  Mary's  further  journey,  and  those,  apparently,  without 
seeing  all  thoir  importance,  Slie  tells  us,  accurately  enough, 
that  the  royal  party  arrived  and  was  loyally  received  at 
Bury  St,  Edmund's,  and  that — only  staying  for  the  noon 
refreshment  there — Mary  set  out  at  once,  not  for  Fram- 
lingbam,  to  which  place  Bury  was  clearly  on  the  direct 
route  from  Sawston,  but  for  Kcnninghull,  lying  widely 
to  the  north-east,  where  she  arrived  safely  that  same  night 
(July  8th.) « 

Not  to  be  too  prolix,  I  conceive  that  some  intelligence 
reached  iho  queen  at  Bury  which  altered  her  plans.     The 

<   way    to    Fraiulingham   was    far,   and    the    route   devious. 

I  It  lay,  moreover,  through  a  closely -populated  district,  not 
all  too  well  affected  to  the  Papal  cause.     But  at  scarcely 
half  the  distance  lay  Norfolk's  palace  of  Eenninghall,  the 

'  road  from  Bury  lying  almost  absolutely  through  a  thinly- 
.peopled  champaign,  and  the  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole, 
either  in  Koman  Catholic  hands  or  iu  those  which  could 
trusted.     Sir   Thomas   Kytaou   could   be   relied  on   to 

'  aid  his  master's  heir  as  she  fled  through  the  great  estates 
which  her  father's  generous  hand  had  given  him  ;  the 
Kokewoods  at  Euston  were  devoted  Homanists ;  and  thence 
the  way  was  easy.     The    great   duke's  heir,  who  rode   by 

'  her    side,   would    answer    for    the    rest,   for   all  that   lay 

•  Stiiokkud's  Queiiu  ef  England,  m,  p.  427. 
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lietweeii  Enaton  and  his  grandfatlier'a  house  at  Eenninghalt 
ma  either  his  own  or  of  the  Lovella,  who  would  suffer 
no  hand  to  he  lifted  against  a  Catholic  queen.  I  strain, 
therefore,  no  thread  of  history  if,  as  night  fulls  on  the 
broken  roofs  of  Roehworth  College  on  July  8lh,  1553,  I 
acik  yon  to  listen  to  the  splashing  of  the  waters,  as  the 
flying  Queen  of  England  struggles  down  and  up  through 
Xlmhworth  Ford  to  the  safety  which  lies  beyond.  The 
mined  walla  of  the  CoUege  where  we  stand  lii-a  of  gUd 
omen  to  her.  Thsj  mark  her  lust  stage  till  the  gates  ol 
Emninghall  doae  in  safety  on  her  perilous  ride. 


COLLEGE    BtriLDINGS. 
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Before  we  pasa  over  to  the  church  I  will  ask  you  to  look 
round  on  the  buildings  which  remain  of  the  ancient  College. 
There  is  little  enough  to  look  at.  So  thoroughly  has  the 
work  of  destruction  been  done,  that  though  you  do  look 
on  something  of  the  old  place  aa  Edmund  Gonvile  left  it — 
on  some  of  the  actual  walls,  that  is,  which  he  raised — I  can 
tell  you  little  indeed  of  the  inner  arrangements  of  his 
college.  By  the  kindness  of  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Teuton,  th« 
architect  who  remodelled  the  ruinous  farm-house  which 
Sir  Robert  Buxton  found  here,  when  be  came  of  agt^ 
and  adapted  it  to  its  present  purpose,  I  have  received 
from  America,  whither  they  had  been  carried,  the  plana 
of  the  place  aa  he  found  it.  And  from  these  it  is  clear 
that  a  most  complete  gutting  of  the  interior  had  taken 
place — moat  probubly  when  Robert  Buxton  came  here 
towards  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century,  fifty  years 
after  the  Earl  of  Surrey  had  unroofed  and  dismantled  it. 

All  that  I  can   make    out  is  that    on  the  west    aide 


there  was  a  great  hall  of  about  55  feet  by  20  feet,  with 
three  doors  (stiU  remaining)  opening  into  it  from  the 
quadrangle,  and  having  narrow  clerestory  windows,  three 
of  which  you  see  before  you.  Two  of  these  doors  are 
curiously  close  together,  suggesling  some  such  arrange- 
ment in  connection  with  the  service  of  the  buttery  as 
we  have  been  familiar  with  in  our  college  days. 

At  right  angles  to  this  hall,  and  approached  by  a  door 
Btill  indicated  by  the  new  window  of  the  present  hulJ, 
vaa  probably  a  staircase  leading  to  a  handsome  room 
on  the  upper  floor,  of  about  28  ft.  by  13  ft.,  and  lighted 
by  one  large  eastern  window  and  four  others,  two  of 
which  are  still  in  silii,  corresponding  to  the  two  on  the 
opposite  side.'  There  was  no  window  to  the  grovmd 
floor  of  this  wing,  which  was  probably  used  as  a  cellar 
or  store-house,  and  it  is  remarkable  that  nowhere  in  the 
outer  walls  of  the  College  are  any  indications  of  ancient 
openings  on  the  ground  level,  either  for  doors  or  windows. 
Unauthorised  intruders  had  as  little  opportunity  as  possible 
for  their  visits,  except  as  they  might  gain  admittance 
through  the  legitimate  doorways  inside  the  quadrangle. 
On  the  south  side  stood  the  chapel,  whose  foundation  a 
are  still  easily  to  be  traced  beneatli  the  grass  in  dry 
weather,  and  it  is  not  pleasant  to  have  to  add  that  the 
Tuins  of  the  whole  southern  side  of  the  quadrangle  were 
standing  within  4iving  memory,  and  were  removed  about 
fifty  years  since  by  a  farmer-tenant,  who  desired  his  view 
of  the  Euston  Road  to  be  unobstructed.  Between  the 
«hapel  and  the  hull,  and  completing  three  of  the  sides  of 
the  enclosure,  was  the  dormitory  referred  to  in  Bishop 
Tercy'fl  Sehuldbam  statutes,  and  probably  imder  it  were 
tiie  kitchen  and  buttery.  A  largo  range  of  buildings  of 
"  timber  work,"  upon  strong  stone  foundations  and  bases, 
on  the  east  and  north  sides  of  the  quadrangle,  are  spoken 
'  Tliia  may  have  been  tho  ■'  parlour,"  or  tlio  "  Bcriplorium." 

VOL.   X.]  Y 
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of  by  Robert  Buxton  in  bis  note  book  of  1608  at  tiien 
still  existing. 

I  take  these  to  baye  originally  contained  the  lifing- 
rooms  of  tbe  Master  and  Fellows,  and  probably  also 
tbe  store-bouses  and  servants'  rooms  of  tbe  C!oIlege.  A 
moat  surrounded  the  whole,  with  a  bridge  and  a  ''tower 
by  the  bridge/'  on  which  were  Sir  Robert  Wingfield's 
arms,  and  in  which  Robert  Buxton  took  seisin  of  his 
new  possession  in  1602.  About  thirty  yards  from  where 
I  take  this  bridge  to  baye  been,  stood  a  building  called 
even  to  our  time  the  **  Lodge,''  which  was  taken  down  about 
seTenty-fiye  years  aga  It  was  in  later  times  nsed  as 
a  granary  and  storehouse,  and  I  incline  to  belieye  that 
this  undoubtedly  ancient  building,  standing  so  close  to 
the  College  and  church,  was  really  the  Master's  Lodges 
built  for  him  when  in  the  latter  days  of  the  College  the 
Masters  were  of  rank  and  standing  in  the  Church,  and 
the  modest  lodging  assigned  them  by  Gonvile  might  be 
thought  unfitted  for  them.  Finally,  the  whole  site  of  the 
College  was  enclosed  by  a  strong  wall,  and  is  thus  described 
by  Robert  Buxton  as  he  saw  it,  in  its  decay,  in  1603. 
"It  apperes  to  have  beene,  as  yet*  it  is,  moated  round 
about,  and  to  have  had  orchardes,  gardens,  pondyards, 
to  be  lette  oute  and  in  by  the  riuer,  and  other  sufficient 
yards  for  all  necessary  uses,  meet  for  a  great  house,  en* 
Tironed  with  the  river  on  ye  south  sidei  and  stone  walls 
round  about  all  the  rest  euen  from  the  bridge  ouer  ye 
river  on  the  east  parte  of  the  seat,  by  the  highways,  and 
thence  returning  againe  on  the  west  part  to  the  riuer, 
containing  aboute  six  acrea" 

On  the  south  side  of  the  churchyard,  and  having  access 
to  it  by  two  arched  doorways,  stood  a  large  building, 
used  in  the  farm-house  days  of  the  College  as  a  barn. 
Where  so  much  has  vanished,  one  is  keen  to  recover 
ever  so  small  a  fragment  of  the  lost  past,  and  J  rejoiced 
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to  receWe  from  an  old  man,  whose  boyhood  had  been 
Bpent  about  the  College  farm,  his  proudly  volunteered 
information^  ''as  what  he  had  always  heerd/^  that  this 
great  bam  ''was  built  a-puppus  for  the  boys  and  young 
men  o*  th*  college,  to  play  in  tchen  that  tnir  tcet "  /  The 
poetic  fancy  of  later  generations  had  undoubtedly  supplied 
the  "  puppus,"  but  to  me — remembering  like  buildings  for 
like  uses  in  cathedral  and  minster  closes,  and  recalling 
the  great  Wingfield  gift  to  the  College  in  1490 — there 
was  no  difficulty  in  fixing  this  vanished  building — de- 
stroyed in  1850 — as  the  school-house  and  home  of  "Dame 
Annys  Childeryn  "  and  their  schoolfellows  of  her  Grammar 
School. 


THE    CHURCH. 

With  a  passing  look  at  the  fragments  of  the  churchyard 
cross  and  of  its  base  (heretofore  thriftily  utilised  in  a 
hollowed  and  inverted  condition,  as  a  font  in  Robert 
Buxton's  "restoration"  in  1575),  we  pass  on  to  the 
remains  of  the  ruined  church,  of  which  the  foundations 
have  been  lately  uncovered,  so  that  the  whole  plan  can 
be  seen.  You  see  what  was  done  by  Robert  Buxton, 
when  he  drove  out  the  owls  and  bats,  and  made  the  voice 
of  prayer  and  praise  to  sound  again  within  the  shattered 
walla.  His  work  is  certainly  economical,  but  not  without 
traces  of  taste.  Observe  how  he  has  filled  up  the  gaping 
window  spaces  with  clumsy-moulded  brick  muUions,  and 
pointed  arches  to  his  windows.  See,  too,  his  chief  work 
of  art,  the  porch  piled  together  out  of  fragments  which 
he  must  have  found  in  the  ruins,  partly  of  the  College 
and  partly  of  the  church.     A  practised  eye  will  observe  at 

Y  2 
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once  that  but  a  small  part  is  here  of  the  ancient  porch 
with  its  "solar"  or  upper  chamber,  of  which  you  see 
the  remains  of  the  upper  doorway  above. 

And  when  we  go  inside  you  will  see  the  remains  of 
the  very  curious  newel  staircase,  built — newel  and  all — 
of  brick f  being  the  only  instance  within  my  experience 
of  such  a  construction.  But  let  us  admire  Robert  Buxton's 
tasteful  attempt  at  ornamentation  of  his  porch.  He  has 
replaced,  after  a  fashion,  the  framework  of  the  niche  which 
once,  doubtless,  contained  the  image  of  St.  John  over  the 
doorway,  an  archaeological  tribute  of  the  stout  Protestant  to 
tlie  associations  of  tlie  faith  of  his  childhood.  And  he  has 
tried  to  replace  some  lost  canopied  ornamentation  on  either 
side  the  niche  by  some  fragments  of  fiat  panelwork,  filled 
in  with  wrought  flint,  which  had  once,  probably,  adorned 
tlio  side  walls  of  the  older  porch. 

But  wliy  all  tliis  care  about  the  porch  at  all  P  Because 
the  churcli  porch  was  still  an  important  feature  of  village 
life,  and  had  been,  within  living  memory,  more  important 
still.  In  it  bonds  and  debts  were  frequently,  or  even 
comTnonly,  made  payable.  It  was  sometimes  a  place  of 
**  rendezvous ''  for  the  settlement  of  disputes  between 
neiglibours,  and  in  religious  matters  it  was  here,  "  ante 
ostium  ecclesiir/'  that  bride  and  bridegroom  plighted  their 
trotli.^  There,  too,  even  in  the  first  reformed  Baptismal 
OfFioe  of  the  English  Church,  the  little  children  brought 
for  baptism  were  to  be  mot  by  the  priest,  and  after  due 
enquiry  of  their  sponsors'  faith,  were  led  by  the  priest 
into  the  presence  of  the  Church  for  the  celebration  of 
tlieir  baptismal  admission  into  the  flock  of  Christ.  Little 
wonder,  therefore,  that  one  whose  parents  had  been  so 
married  and  whose   own  baptism   had   been   so   celebrated, 

«  "  Ilusljondcs  at  ye  chirche  (lore  she  had  had  fyve." — Chavcbr,  Wife  of 
Bath's  TaU. 


3iDu1d  not  like  to  leave  the   porch  of  hia  church    in   the 
a  where  he  found  it.' 

Ve  come  now  within  the  church,  which   has  hut  two 

mints  in  it  of  which  I  need  speak.     The  rest,  with  what  I 

lave  already  said  of  the  WingfieM  Chapel  on  the  south  side 

the    chancel,    and    the    tomb    of   Sir    Robert   Wingfield 

tfaerein,  will  tell  its  own  tale.     The  first  point  I  would  direct 

LI  to  is  the  tower.     Seen  from  the  outside  j'ou  observe  that 

tor  fifty  feet  upwards  from  the  ground  it  has  no  openings 

for  door  or  window,  except  two  small  arrow-slit-like  windows 

.  the  ground  and   first  story.     You  look  vainly  for  the 

tBual    great    western    doorway,    or    for    the    large    western 

Irindow  which,  seen  through  the  tower  arch  within,  is  so 

notable  a  feature  of  our  English  country  churches,     Euter- 

K]ng  the  church  you  find  the  tower  arch  wanting,  and  its 

place  supplied  by  a  low  arched  opening,  not  larger  than  an 

■dinary  doorway.      There  are  no  signs  of   hinges  in  the 

tonework  of   this  opening.      It    was   not  a  doorway,   and 

'was    probably,    if    usually    closed    at  all,  closed    only  by  a 

curtain   as   you   now   see  it.      But  you  will  find  complete 

arrangements  made  for  strongly  securing  it  from  the  imide 

f  the  toicer. 

A  strong  oaken  bar,  five  inchea  square,  is  made  to  slide 
way  in  a  cavity,  made  for  its  reception  when  the  tower  was 
oilt,  and  ready  to  be  drawn  out  across  the  door  from  icithin 
corresponding  hole  on  the  other  side.  This  bar 
Would  run  through  staples  in  a  shield  or  barricade,  closing 
opening,  which  was  doubtless  kept  ready  for  use 
prhen  wanted,  and  would  be  further  secured  by  iron 
wits  shooting  upwards  into  the  four  mortice  holes  made 
I  receive  them  in  the  arch   above.     lu   short,  you   have 


■  Dot  impcninble   th&t    Gobett   Buxton  vbo  died   in   IGOT,   uid 
g  M.F.  tor  Bninibiir  in   loSB,  Imd  lioen  himSHlt  mairwd  with  Bonuul 
un  ih^olcaia)"  in  Queen  llnry'g  roign. 
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before  the  only  example    known   to   me  of  a  cliarcii 

tower  1*1  {uedly  built  as  a  place  of  refuge  or  defence 
in  caae  oi  any  sudden  danger  from  popular  tumult  or 
hostile  attack.  Thia  aperture  once  closed  and  barred 
from  within,  the  tower  became  a  fortress  wluch  might  be 
held  for  a  long  time  by  its  defenders,  at  any  rat«  till 
the  pealing  bella  overhead  had  given  an  alarm.  And 
if  you  would  climb  np  to  the  bell- chamber  at  the  top  of 
the  tower,  you  will  see  that  the  floor  of  that  chamber 
is,  in  fact,  a  false  ceiling  to  un  apartment  below  you — 
now  used  as  a  clock-chumber,  and  rciichod  by  u  long 
ladder  from  the  ringers'  floor  beueuth — whose  exialciice, 
unlighted  as  it  is  except  by  one  window  opening  into 
the  church  in  the  very  apex  of  the  roof,  would  be 
scarcely  suspected  by  a  stranger  to  the  secrete  of  the 
tower.  Here,  even  if  the  ground-floor  of  the  tower 
were  foi-cod,  all  the  treaaures  of  the  college  and  per- 
haps the  Fellows  themselves  and  their  household  might 
be  concealed,  at  any  rate  for  a.  time,  while  their  aft- 
sailunts  were  ravaging  above  iind  below  their  hiding 
place.  The  arrangement  is  simple,  but  ingeniooa  ud 
not  ill-fltted  to  its  purpose.  And  when  you  remember 
that,  scarcely  a  dozen  miles  away,  the  great  Abbey 
of  St.  Edmund's  Bury,  had  been  quite  recently  laid  in 
ashes  by  twenty  thousand  of  the  surrounding  population, 
and  that,  at  the  very  time  when  this  College  and  church 
were  in  building,  the  great  abbey  gate  still  standing 
at  Bury  was  being  built  or  planned  for  just  such  poi^ 
poses  of  defence  as  I  have  indicated,  you  will  readily 
understand  why  Edmund  de  Qonvile  took  heedful  care 
that  his  building  plans  should  provide  for  like  auddm 
calamities  breaking  on  his  own  beloved  foundation  as 
had  laid  waste  the  house  and  treasures  of  his  great 
neighbour  at  Bury. 

The  other    point    to   which  I   crave   your  attentioii  it 
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it  of  the  curious  building  nppendeii  to  the  eastern 
end  of  the  chancel,  whose  foundations  only  remain. 
What  was  this  building,  evidently  a  late  afterthought, 
and  not  part  of  the  original  plan?  Was  it  the  "chapel 
dedicated  to  our  Lady "  which  Blonaefield  mentiona 
addendum"  to  his  History,  vol.  i.,  p.  745? 
.rcely,    unless    he    has     erred    in     placing    it    in    the 

rth  aide  of  the  church,  where,  however,  thero  is  no 
trace  of  such  &  chapel  to  he  found.  The  dimensions  of 
this  appendix  seem,  moreover,  too  confined  for  such  a 
chapel  as  he  mentions.  Or  was  it  the  chapter-house, 
the  "doraus  nostra  capitularis,"  in  whiuh  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  King's  supremacy  (1534)  and  the 
resignation  of  the  College  itself  (1541)  was  signed  by 
the  Master  and  Fellows  P  It  seems  to  bo  too  small 
and  insignificant  for  this  purpose,  though  there  is  a 
lingular     recess    in    the    north- west     comer,    paved    sttll 

ith  blue  and  black  tiles,  wliich  may  have  been  in- 
tended for  the  seat  of  the  Master  sitting  at  the  head  of 
his  College.  Or  was  it  only  a  vestry,  as  at  St.  Peter 
Mancroft    and    other    churches  in    Norwich   with   a    like 

annexe  P"  or  was  it  a  strong  room  for  the  custody 
'«f  college  muniments  and  treasure,  such  as  formerly 
,  like  position,  as  Cunon  Juckson  has  pointed 
mt  to  me,  eastward  of  Castlecombe  Church  in  Wilt- 
■hireP  I  cannot  tell.  I  can  only  leave  lo  wider  archi- 
tectural experience,  or  to  more  fertile  brains,  to  suggest 
the  real  original  use  or  purpose  of  this  curious  little 
building. 

My  task  is  done — how  imperfectly  I  feel  it  to  have  been 
done  I  need  not  say.  It  is  honour  for  me  as  high  as  it  is 
gratoful  to  have  laid  open  to  such  an  assembly — recalling 
with  such  singular,  almost  poetic,  accuracy  the  gallant 
company  standing  beneath  these  walls  five  hundred  and 
fi>rty-one  years  ago  to  witness  the  first  foundation   of  the 
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College,^ — these  records  of  its  life  and  dissolution,  and  of 
the  fortunes  which  it  has  seen  down  to  oar  own  day. 
In  the  years  which  are  to  be — years  heavy,  as  men  tell 
us,  With  clouds  for  the  future  of  the  Church  of  England 
— ^let  me  venture  to  express  the  hope  that  in  a  place 
full  of  such  witness  of  good  and  of  evil  done  in  time 
past  for  or  against  the  Church,  a  place  so  guarded  by 
unusual  accidents  from  rash  and  hasty  meddling  with 
religion  in  time  to  come,  the  memory  and  witness  of 
the  past  will  bear  fruit  in  the  future  for  the  Church's 
good.  One  of  the  humblest  of  her  servairts  may  look 
onward  in  hope  to  a  day  when  this  Collegiate  Church, 
surrounded  by  who  can  say  what  appliances  and  instru- 
ments of  religion  or  of  education?  may  rise  again  in 
its  exquisite  symmetry — a  renewed  witness  of  Norfolk 
faith  and  work  for  God,  and  in  worthy  justification  of 
so  happy  an  accident  as  for  nearly  three  hundred  years 
has  committed  to  the  keeping  of  an  honoured  Norfolk 
house  these  relics  of  a  name  so  honoured  among  Norfolk 
men  as  that  of  Edmund  dc  Gonvile,  the  founder  of 
G  on  vile  and  Cuius  College  in  Cambridge,  and  of  this 
Church  and  College  of  St.  John  Evangelist  in  RushfonL 

1  It  chanced  that  tho  Duke  of  Gnifton,  K.G. ;  Dr.  Ferrers,  tho  Master  of 
Gonvile  and  Ciiius  (.'oll«'ge,  Cambridge  ;  Field  Marshal  Lord  Strathnaim ; 
Sir  Itobert  Jacob  liuxton,  ^I.P.,  and  othi-rs  of  note  and  interest  in  the 
neighbourhood  were  among  those  present  at  the  reading  of  this  paper. 
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APPENDIX. 


Note  A. — JRushtcorth  and  the  Montchemi  Family. 

The  charter  runs  thus : — "  Nouerint  presentes  %  futuri 
qd  ego  murielda  uxor  h[ugheberti  de  monte  canesio] 
donaui  ^  concessi  deo  %  see  marie  Ht  monachis  de 
cl[uni]  qui  sunt  [in]  tedford  in  libam  elemosina  ?ra 
mea  de  rixewurda  q[uam  hahui]  de  marita[gio]  meo 
cu  filio  meo  hugone  que  ibi  feci  monachu  .  et  ego 
p[dce  m]arie  su  soror  in  eade  eccia  ^  particeps  omiu 
beneficior  pdictor  monachor  .  et  hoc  eis  feci  p  anima 
patris  mei,  ^  p  infantibus  meis  %  p  omib  parentib 
[It    i]nfan[tibu8]    It   defunctis    .    et    pcor   omes  amicos  It 

parentes  %  etia  extraneos  [ ]  illos  monachos   tenere 

nt  habe  in  pace  eande  Iram  cu  hominibus  %  om[nibu8 
aliis]  que    ad   ea   ptinent  .    et    deus    oips   retribuat    oibus 

illis  qui  eos  adiuverint  [ ]  mercede  in  regno  celor. 

et  qui  eis  nocuerint  mala  eveniant  eis  nisi  congrua 
satisfactione  emendauerint  .  et  hec  ola  concessit  filius 
mens  Willin  %  Roger  fra?  mens." 

The  upper  right-hand  comer  of  the  charter  has  been 
much  gnawed  by  mice,  and  the  words  within  brackets 
in  the  above  transcript  have  been  restored  from  a  copy 
of  the  charter,  fortunately  extant  in  a  MS.  collection  of 
charters  relating  to  Rushworth,  made  by  Robert  Buxton 
about  1590 — 1600,  and  now  among  the  Buxton  papers. 
There  are  one  or  two  points  of  interest  in  the  charter, 
apart  from  its  general  character. 

(1.)  It  is  to  be  noted  that  in  the  MS.  collection  referred  to 
above,  there  are  translations  of  four  other  charters  relating 
to  this  gift  of  the  Lady  Murielda.  By  the  first  of  these 
"  Roger  de  Monte  Canesi,"  son  of  Bughebert  and  Murielda, 
confirmed  to  the  Priory  all  the  lands,  &c.,  in  Rushworth 


"  whicli  his  motlier  Murield  did  first  give  as  her  marrisge 
for  the  said  Hugh,  the  monk,  brother  of  the  eaid  Roger 
de  Monte  Canesi "  ;  and  he  further  granted  to  tbetu,  that 
if  they  were  evicted  he  would  give  them  as  much  of  his 
own  lands,  "and  would  procure  thera  ye  King's  charter 
thereof.  And  that  hia  uncle  Roger,  which  was  Roger 
de  Valoins,  brother  of  the  said  Murield,  hia  charter  uls» 
should  be  had  thereof."  The  second  charter  thus  copied 
is  of  Peter  de  Valoins,  who  confirms  the  gift  of  Bushwortb, 
"free  and  quiet  of  all  things,  except  prayers;  that  is  to 
flay  the  land  that  was  of  free  marriugc  of  llurield,  hit 
father's  sister,  which  Murield  was  made  a  holy  nun  at 
Thetford,  which  land  Peter  his  grandfather,  purchased." 

There  is  another  and  a  fuller  cliarter  of  this  Peter  de; 
Valoins,  copied  in  this  collection,  by  which  he  grunt* 
to  the  church  and  monks  of  Thetford  "the  free  marriagS' 
of  Murield,  his  Aunt,  that  is  to  say  Rusworth  with  all  ye 
appurtenances  of  his  fee,  discharged  and  quieted  from 
Scott  &  Ayde,  &  all  other  services  in  free  and  perpetud 
alms,  even  as  Roger  his  father,  and  Murielda  his  father'* 
sister,  with  William  of  Backtou*  and  Roger  de  Monts 
Canesi  her  sons,  ye  foresaid  Rusliworth  had  granted  and 
given,  &c."  In  the  fourth  charter  here  translated,  Roger 
de  Valoins  confirmed  to  the  Priory  all  that  "Murield  his 
sister  hud  given  to  ihem  in  free  alms  as  her  free  marriage 
with  the  lauds,  feeding  grounds,  &c.,  and  other  a^^ 
purtenances." 

From  all  this  we  gather  some  points  of  Norfolk  famil) 


P 


■  TliiB  'WtUiam  B'Bacton.  bo  called  in  Mr.  Buxton's  collection,  and  Mi 
bim  to  be  son  of  Hugliebert  snd  Murield  do  Mriote  Cancai,  is  further  il 
to  have    added   Us   conSmmtian  to  his  mother's   and   brolher's   gitC  Dl 
Bashworth  to  the  Priury.     lie  may  be  the  progcoitor  of  that  William  d 
MoDtchensi   of  EdwAtiliiton   in  SuBblk,  said  by  Sir  W.   Dugdale 
descendant  of  the  elder  braoch.     It  is  noteworthy  that  of  tho  older  b 
o  other  property  is  recorded  as  in  Suffolk. 


history  wLich  were  apparently  unknown  both  to  Blomefield 
ftsd  to  Dugdale,  and  of  which,  ao  fur  as  I  know,  no  other 
record  has  hitherto  been  published.  All  the  charters  now 
tefore  ua  are  undated,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
Hughebert  do  Monchensy  mentioned  in  them,  ia  the  great 
Baron  of  the  Conquest,  from  whose  eldest  son,  Warine, 
descended  William  de  Monchensy  of  Win  farthing,  of  whom 
Mr.  Blomefield,  following  Sir  William  Dugdale,  gives  a  fuU 
account,  as  one  of  the  chief  barons  associated  against  Henry 
III.,  and  who  was  one  of  those  summoned  by  Leicester  to 
that  Parliament  of  1265  from  which  has  sprung  our  present 
Purliaraeutary  Constitution.  But  it  sliould  seem  from  these 
charters  that  Hughebert  de  Monchensy  was  iaice  married, 
and  that  besides  Warine  above  mentioned,  issue  of  the  first 
marriage,  who  ia  well  known  to  history,  there  was  a  second 
■family  by  Murielda  de  Valoins,  who  are  only  known  to  us  by 
lese  records.     The  whole  pedigree  may  be  slated  thus : — 

Pedigree  of  Montchensi,  or  Monchensy. 


Armt ; — Or,  three  ineacutcheons,  vair. 

Peter  da  Valoinn^pAlbrpda,  aialer  to  Eudo 
halt]  Inrgn  eetatea  in  Essex  »nd    Dupifcr.  .Steward  to 
Bertfordshire,  lieaidaB  twenty       lung  Ueniy  i. 
muiora  in  Noi  Eolk.  and  eix  ia 
Suffolk.      Living  IIDT.     Gave 
the  manor  oF  Ruahworth  to  his 
danghter   on   her  inarriagB. — 
Biulan  MSS.  I. 

l.(  2nd       r-l 1 

.^Hnghehert  de  Jlnnti^henai^Muriplda  ({avpRiuh.     Koger  de  Va1omg,= 
(de  Monte  Canisiu],  living  i  worth  Manor  id  l^ut-     ton  and  heir. 
6  Sleph.—Duvi'-    S..r.    1.     folk   to  llietford  CongnDs  his  aia- 

661.     Gave  ceiUin  lands   I  Priory.— B»r(on  ter'a  gift  of  Kuah- 

and  tilhee  to  Thetford       I  «SS,I.  Sun-iiodher    worth.— Jitrfon 


Priory. — Blomf.  i. 


MSS.  I. 


A.—Buiten 


MSS.  I. 


Wanne'T'-Agiies,  dau.     Koger  di 


pftot 
.   Kush- 


I    confinnahiB    Thetford.- 
mother's  BHiten 

giftofRnali-    MSS.  I. 


lUlph,ob-drc.    Wt 
3*Hen.III,—    Mo 
JJiijA  Bar.         mil 
loc.  wt.              Ice 

liam  de         Hu\«rt. 
chensi,         a  clerk. 
8.— iJuji 

A  =  Stephen         A=Williiim 
dau.      de                  dau.      Paindlor 
QUoTil.                 PasHUL 

WalUm  de  Mon- 
chensi  ob.  6  John. 

succeeded  hi  a  nep 

William  15  John 
Ob.  Vibb-Stigd 

Bonandheir.     21  in 
Odo  of  tha  leadera 
coBtentod  Barooa  a 
of  L«WB».     Ob.  13 

ow    Maria- 
chal. 

F=IM™,yma.  daa.  «>4  " 
hoir  of  NichoU*  da 

Waterbeebe  Priory. 
Ob.  1303. 

Wmiam,  son  and 
liBir,aiid<T21yra. 

loo.  cit.     Ub.  B.  p. 

Wiiiiam.= 
SgHeo.llI, 
of  the  dU- 
t  the  batUe 
9  at  the 

i=.  .     Joine=WiIlm.de 
Vakncp. 
Eurl  ',1 

(2.)  Tha  aeoond  point  of  intenet  in  thcM 
toaclies  the  exaot  poaition  of  tho  Lady  Miirifllds  4a 
Montohflnsi  as  "aoror  Marie"  in  the  Frioiy  (^  TImiIBjiJ, 
"et  particepa  omnium  benefioiomtn  prediotonmi  nwia 
chornm."  There  iras  not,  eo  for  as  I  am  avsn^  any 
nunnery  or  female  monastic  establishment  connected  at 
any  time  with  the  Priory  of  Thetford.  The  nunnery  of 
St.  George,  the  only  nunnery  at  any  time  in  Thetford, 
and  situated,  moreover,  on  the  south-east  of  the  town — 
the  Priory  lying  on  the  extreme  west — was  not,  on  any 
computation  of  dates,  founded  until  long  after  Uurielda 
de  Montchensi  had  given  this  charter  to  the  Priory.  By 
no  possibility,  therefore,  can  there  be  any  confusion  of 
ideas  between  the  two  houses.  And,  lastly,  the  Lady 
Murielda's  position  could  scarcely  be  that  of  an  "anacorita" 
or  "anchoress"  (such  as  was  Petronilla  de  Lirling,  men- 
tioned in  the  Buxton  MSS.  42),  because  she  ntit  only 
describes  herself  as  "  soror  in  eade  eccla,"  but  also  expressly 
as  "particeps"  in  the  "beneficia"  of  the  monks.  I  can 
only  conceive,  therefore,  that  some   provision  or  custom 


■  way  of  "  corrody "  or  maintenance  wittin  the 
which  ladies  of  the  Lady  Murielda's  rank  and 
age  could  pass  away  from  the  world  under  the  personal 
protection  and  spiritual  comfort  of  a  house  of  monks, 
Buch  as  that  o£  the  Priory  of  St.  Mary  at  Thetford. 
I  own  that  I  know  of  no  other  instance  of  such  a 
custom,  except  in  the  case  of  Joan,  widow  of  Sir  John  de 
Shardelowe,  who,  in  1369,  retired  into  the  College  of 
Thompson,  then  newly  founded  by  her  deceased  husband's 
family.  The  idea  is  so  new  to  me  that  I  speak  of  it  with 
all  possible  difGdence ;  but  I  can  in  no  other  way  than  as 
thus  explain  the  perfectly  clear  and  express  statement 
of  this  charter. 


NnTE  B.^Popiilalio. 


find  extent  of  Land  i 
of  Tenants. 


occtipatio. 


It  happens  that  this  gift  by  Lady  Murielda  de  Montchensi 
to  Thetford  Priory  is  of  value  to  us  in  another  way.  For, 
among  these  MSS.  is  an  "extent,"  or  suircy,  of  this  very 
manor,  made  in  1272,  by  which — the  boundaries  of  the 
manor  being  fairly  beyond  question,  as  it  has  always 
remained  under  one  title  both  before  and  since  the  dis- 
solution of  the  Priory — we  may  judge  pretty  accurately 
of  the  condition  of  Ruahwnrth  at  that  time. 
I  The  whole  manor  is  of  about  one  thousand  two  hundred 
I  and  fifty  acres,  of  exceedingly  light  land,  lying  on  the 
Bouth  or  Suffolk  side  of  the  river  Ouse.  Much  of  it  ia 
now  absolutely  uncultiviited,  but  at  the  time  of  the  above 
Burvey  its  condition  was  this.  There  were  twenty-four 
Ltenants  holding  three  hundred  and  forty-six  acres  in  the 
[following  quantities: — One  tenant  holds  forty  acres ;  seven 
tenants  hold  thirty  acres  each ;   seyen  tenants  bold  fifteea 


acres  each ;   nine  hold  smaller  plots  of  five  acres  eacli 
under,  of  whom  two  only  hold  leas  than  three  acres. 

Turning    now  to    the  lord's  demesnes,   or  lands  held 
hand,   we    find   a   total   of  three    hundred    and   sixtT-fii 
acres,  of  which  two  hundred  and  seventeen  were 
one  hundred  and  thirty-three  and  a  half  acres  "in  bruerio,' 
or    land    overgrown    with    heath    (Fr.    bniijhv)^  and  fun 
which  was  cut  for  fuel,  and  fourteen  and  a  half  acres  wi 
in  pasture.     There  were  thus  lelt  about  five  hundred 
the  manor  as  common  pasture  or  sheepwalk,  and  for  turbary. 

For  the  three  hundred  and  forty-aix  acres  held  by 
tenants,  they  paid — partly  in  money,  partly  in  kind, 
parlly  in  day  labour  (commutable,  however,  into  money)- 
£6.  12s.  SJrf.,  or  ratber  leas  than  fourpence  halfpenny  per 
acre.     Taking  a  man's  daily  wages  without  food  at  about 
twopence,  as  it  appears  in  this  "extent"   (the  wages  wilk 
food  are  stated  at  about  half  this  rate),  and  comparing  this 
with  tbe  present  rate  of  wages,  to  fix  tbe  value  of  money, 
we  shall  have  about  five  shillings  per  acre  of  our  pi 
money,  as  tbe  rental  value  of  tins  land,  in  1272.     This  il 
or  should  be,  about  its  present  rental  value,  not  of  coi 
reckoning     mansion    and     grounds     and     sporting     riglits, 
which  certaiuly  formed    no    part  of  the    demised    premises 
in    tbe    thirteenib    century,    but    without    which    I    fear 
our   present    farmers    would    scar  eel  v   concern    themseli 
with   such  a   farm.      Yet  tbe   difference  between  the  ti 
conditions  of  life  is   striking.     In  1272  there  were  livin| 
on  tbia  manor   tweiitY7four    tenant  families,  farming   each 
their  own  copyhold,  and  besides  these  there  were  the  clan 
beneath  them,  tbe  "servi"  needed  for  the  lord's  demi 


vio^S 
each 
clan 
<lemeso«H 


i 


*  When  the  Uboarer*  ot  the  Middle  Ages  went  forth  to  cut  [he  ■■ 
(u  atill  Iboy  do  in  France),  thay  would  scarcely  eipect  that  tha  d 
they  used  would  revive  under  another  form  among  their  descendant*.  The 
so-called  "  briar-root "  pipes,  to  common  now,  are  made  from  the  ruola  of 
Jtut  aach  heath  ("bruyira")  u  (fraw  on  tha  "  bruariiun  "  of  Buahwoith. 
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W  purposeB,  the  whole  probably  amounting  altogether  to  some 

r    hundred  and  £fty  people,  young  and  old.     I  doubt  Tvhether 

even  one-sixth  of   this  number  are  now  supported  out  of 

this    land.      It    could,   indeed,    have    been   only  by  more 

resolute  and   sturdy  tilling   of   the  land   than  ia  common 

Inow-a-days  that  any  auch  number  of  workers  could  have 
"  lived  and  thriven  "  on  this  Eushworth  Manor.  It  would 
be  an  interesting  experiment  to  replace  the  twenty-four 
tenants  of  1272  on  the  three  hundred  and  forty-six  acres 
they  then  held  here,  and  to  not«  the  results.  The  difficulty 
would  probably  begin  with  the  first  slep.  I  fear  that  few  of 
our  present  free  and  independent  rural  voters  would  accept 
the  tenancies.  Yet  it  may  be  doubted  whether  those  old 
farmers  and  labourers  of  the  thirteenth  century  were  really 
■very  much  inferior  to  their  descendants  of  our  own  age. 
It  may  even  be  that  there  was  some  quality  of  strength  in 
them  which  we  have  lost,  and  that  perhaps  nothing  worth 
having  has  re-placed  it. 

I  have,  unfortunately,  no  such  esact  data  as  this  "extent" 
^vea  me,  to  guide  me  in  determining  the  population  of  the 
JIanors  of  Ruehworlh  on  the  Norfolk  side  of  the  river  at  this 
'date.  But  ihe  extent  of  these  manors  was  about  twice  that  of 
the  Suffolk  manor,  whose  survey  I  have  been  now  examining. 
And  it  is  certain,  from  the  early  charters  among  these 
papers  which  refer  to  this  part  of  the  parish,  that  the 
Uorfolk  side  could  not  have  been  of  less  importance  or 
llBTe  maintained  a  smaller-proportioned  population  than 
the  Suffolk  side.  It  contained  four  manors,  those  of 
Easthale  or  Careltun  Hall,  Gonviles,  Larlinghal],  and 
Oldhall,  or  "  Pecches  fee,"  with  their  manor-houses  and 
dependencies  (the  manor-house  of  "  Pecches,"  with  ita 
chapel,  being  afterwards  the  site  of  the  college  buildings) 
and,  besides  the  street  and  pariah  church,  it  had  within 
it  the  somewhat  important  hamlet  of  Schadewell,  taking 
its  name    from   the  remarkable    perennial    spring,    which 


k 
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probably,  u  I  Tflstiue  to  tiiink,  marked  the  dmsion  line 
between  two  of  the  msncv*,* 

If,  then,  we  apply  to  this  tte  Norfolk  side  of  Kushworth 
the  same  ratio  of  population  as  on  the  single  manor  on 
13w  other  aide  of  the  riTW,  wc  shall  find  an  additional 
popnlatiMi  here  of  aboat  three  hundred  §ouls  at  the  least. 
And  thia  ia  oonfirmed  by  euch  glimpses  as  we  catch 
from  the  earlier  ohartera,  mostly  without  date,  existing 
among  theae  pq>ers.  I  need  scarcely  mention  here  that 
in  theae  oharten.  or  oonTeyances  of  land  as  for  the  most 
part  they  an,  the  londa  affected  are  minutely  described, 
and  the  "abattala,"  or  statements  of  the  ownership  of  the 
adjoining  lands,  are  always  sbt  forth.  We  are  concerned, 
it  must  be  remembered,  witii — as  farmers  t«ll  us — some 
ol  the  poorest  agiionltaral  lanila  in  Norfolk.  And  the 
first  rather  startling  &ot  we  meet  is  that  these  lands  of 
aboQt  two  thousand  five  hundred  acres  (including  all 
wastes  sheepwalks,  and  commons)  parcelled  out,  as  to 
the  arable  portion  into  Bmall,  almost  minute,  sections, 
under  the  "common-field"  system  then  prevailing  uni- 
Tersally,  and  held  of  the  poor  manors  above-mentioned, 
were  owned,  not  merely  by  petty  owners  such  aa  own 
properties  in  every  "  open "  pariah  in  Norfolk  now, 
but  in  their  widely- scattered  fragments  by  such  men 
(mentioned  either  as  buyers  and  sellers,  or  as  owners  of 

*  Pot  this  gng^Mtian  I  am  iadebted  to  my  ancle,  Canon  Jackaao,  the 
Wiltshire  historian  and  antiquary.  He  painted  oat  to  me  long  lince  tha 
doubtfuhieaa  of  the  theory  that  this  name  of  Sbadwell  oonld  have  anything 
to  do  with  St  Chad,  preCerring  to  see  in  it  the  Saxon  "sceaddA"  {Qtxa. 
"  scheiden,"  to  divide  or  to  aeparate ;  "  scheidevand,"  wall  of  BeparatioD, 
&a.)  And  when  I  fonnd  that  so  remoteat  Mfereace  was  made  in  all  th«ae 
Buxton  XSS.  to  the  saint,  nor  to  any  chapel  or  chaplaia  connected  with 
him ;  and,  moreover,  that  the  spring  itself,  the  "  fons  de  Schadewelle,"  was 
sctmlly  reckotied  in  the  fioM  books  as  a  point  of  departure  between  the 
two  manors  of  EastliaU  and  Oonvile  Hall;  I  find  myself  obUged  to  omit 
the  great  bishop's  nsme  from  the  taera  of  Kmhworth,  mm  eUlamlt  his  efflgy 
now  keeping  episcopal  watch  orei  the  stable  yard  at  ShadweLl  Conrt. 


Kljoining  lands)  as  Sir  Warin  de  Baasingboiim,  the 
*Abbot  of  Walthnm,  Sir  WiUiiim  de  Careltun  (or  Carlton), 
Sir  Bart.holoniew  de  Braunson,  Sir  Thomas  de  Ilakeford, 
with  members  of  the  families  of  de  Brettenham,  Pecche, 
de  Eushworth,  de  Lerling,  and  others,— all  knights  or 
gentlemen  of  cout  armour,  as  their  seals  testify, — as  well 
as  by  some  twenty  or  more  others  of  less  note.  These  are 
by  no  means  all  the  owners  iu  the  pariah.  It  only  happens 
that  their  lands  lie  adjacent  to  those  dealt  with  in  about 
twenty-five  of  our  earlier  Buxton  charters.  And  we  may, 
therefore,  reasonably  assume  that  there  were  not  fewer 
than  forty  or  fifty  owners  of  land  in  Eushworth  towards 
the  closo  of  the  thirteenth  century,  holding  under  the 
four  manors,  besides  the  lands  held  in  demesne  by  the 
lords  themselves.  It  is  not  the  minuteness  of  the  in- 
dividual holdings  which  need  surprise  us.  That  is  of  course 
accounted  for  by  the  then  universal  common-field  system, 
under  which  every  "furlong"  or  large  field  was  cut  up 
into  acres  and  half  acres  and  "stiches"  or  thirds  of  an 
acre,  so  that,  as  we  shall  presonlly  see,  a  man's  property, 
large  or  small,  might  lie  in  any  number  of  small  detached 
fragments  over  the  whole  parish."  It  is  the  number  of 
oictiers  which  startles  me— owners  of  rank  and  station  who 
thought  it  worth  their  while  to  own  scraps  of  the  poorest 
land  in  Norfolk,  euch  as  most  labourers  would  scarcely 
nowadays  accept  as  a  gift.  Either  the  whole  population 
must  have  really  been  larger  than  we  are  apt  to  imagine, 
or  the  knigbts  and  gentlemen  must  have  borne  a  far  larger 


'  The  miDute  diviaioa  ot  land  under  th(y  common-field  Byrtem  iras  ot  coaraa 
a  well  known  and  very  intereating  fpsture  of  rural  life,  and  it  baa  been  so  well 
and  IhoToughlj  illustrated  Ijy  Mr.  Seebohm  in  liie  work  on  Vittage  Commuuitii; 
that  1  need  Bay  nothing  upun  it  horo — Picept  tlint  at  Tacolneaton  in  Korfolk 
there  yal  remains— bh  a  glance  at  the  new  ordnance  ninp  will  shew— a  very 
perfect  and  intereating  eiample  of  the  arrangemant  atill  intact,  where 
the  diTiaions  and  "merefl"'  or  "balks''  dividing  the  acr«3,  half  ncrea. 
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proportion  to  iha  lower  classes  than  they  seem  to  do  noi 
or  there  must  have  been  some  exceptional  ctrcumstaiu 
beyond  those  as  yet  known  to  me,  which  made  the  ] 
session  of  land  in  Ilushworth  and  Shadwell  of  pecul 
vulue — an  alternative  scarcely  possible  to  accept. 

However  this  might  be  in  the  thirteenth  century,  there 
is  evidence  that  two  hundred  years  afterwards  the  conditioQ 
of  tbingB  had  begun  to  change. 

In  the  field-book  or  survey  of  the  manors  in  Rushworth 
in  Norfolk,  he]d  in  20th  ITcnry  VI.  (Buxfon  MSS.  3T3i), 
we  find  that  the  process  of  amalgamation  has  begun,  and 
that  while  the  old  "  common -field "  system  is  still  in  full 
play,  the  total  quantities  held  by  individuals  are  Got 
only  growing  into  "estates,"  hut  the  adjacent  pieces  are 
beginning  to  run  together.  We  lose  also  many  of  the 
names  of  gentry  as  owners  whoso  presence  was  bo  re- 
markable in  the  earlier  history.  Still  the  amount  of 
subdivision  yet  remaining  cannot  be  disregarded.  Taking 
first  the  manors  of  Lerlinghall,  "Pecches  fee,"  and  Gouvile, 
which  are  first  surveyed,  we  have  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
six  acres  of  arable,  divided  into  five  hundred  and  fifty-sii 
pieces,  and  held  by  twenty-four  o\niers  or,  as  we  should 
call  them,  copyhold  tenants.  In  these  were  included  the 
lands  "in  manu  domini" — lands  in  the  common  field,  thai 
is,   which    hud    returned  by  escheat   or   otherwise  into  tlie 
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snd  "Btivhcs"  mity  ho  Boea  ±a  ikey  hare  existed  for  >  IhooHuid  youv 
There,  however,  tho  land  is  of  far  better  quality  thtn  at  Rushwuttli,  d 
btitlor  worth  prBBarving  aa  property.  It  nmy  be  ictorestiog  to  luggnt  llul 
the  micate  subdivisiun  ot  glebe  lands  in  Norfolk  and  elsewhere  which  lure 
ofteQ  BO  puizlcd  local  atchaiologlats,  may  be  accounted  for  on  this  "  common- 
field"  eyttem.  While  tho  other  "acres''  and  so  forth  li are  diaappeareJ— 
merged  one  hy  one  into  hirger  aurroutiding  properties — the  imUiesikble  luuii 
of  the  Church  in  their  original  minute  divisions  have  been  h&nded  duin 
from  incumbent  to  incumbent  intact.  They  are  but  one  more  ot  iht 
witnosBca  sg^Et  modem  Kodicolism,  deojing  or  iguorinf;  the  aociaC 
hutar;  and  successiun  of  the  Church  of  England. 


hands  of  the  lord.  Thus  the  "  manor  "  holds  two  hundred 
and  eighty-five  acres  in  one  hundred  and  eleven  pieces; 
the  College  holds  in  its  own  right  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  acres  in  fifty  pieces ;  and  the  remainder  is  distributed 
amoDg  twenty-four  other  owners,  holding  from  fifty-five 
acres  in  the  whole  down  to  "  stiches "  or  thirds  of  an  acre. 
The  "acres"  have  begun  to  run  together.  They  sometimes 
lie  now  in  pieces  of  from  two  to  as  much  as  nine  acres, 
while  still  the  larger  portion  of  the  manor  retains  it« 
original  aspect  of  acres,  half  acres,  and  "  stiches."  In 
the  adjoining  manor  of  Eathall  or  Carleton  Ilnll  the  same 
process  is  apparent.  We  have  there  tliirtccn  tenants  holding 
three  hundred  and  ninety  acres  in  one  hundred  aud  fifty- 
four  pieces,  besides  the  lands  "in  manu  domiiii."  And 
thus  we  have,  in  the  whole,  seven  hundred  separate  and 
distinct  properties,  containing  in  all  one  thousand,  two 
hundred  and  forty-six  acres;  each  property  having  its 
stated  and  recognised  rights  of  common,  of  common 
pasture,  of  bruary  and  the  like,  aud  all  held  together  In 
kind  of  commonwealth,  with  its  own  laws  to  govern 
it,  and  its  own  court  and  officers  of  the  court  to  enforce 
them." 

Let  anyone  wander  over  the  lands  lying  between  the 
iiver  and  the  present  high  road  from  Rushford  to  Thetford 
snd  ask  himself  what  men  of  muscle  they  must  have  been 
who  could  hold  and  till  those  lands,  now  given  up  to 
tbbits  and  game.  Yet  the  very  "  moringa  "  are  there  still, 
iiriding  the  olfl  "  furlongs  "  or  "  doles,"  shewing  that  these 


Tlaa  esDinenttian  onl^  refers  of  conreo  to  the  aralle  land  under  nctusl 
It  does  not  includo  Ihc  "common  ppnsturc,"  nor  the  "brmuy,"  not 
turf  land,  nor  the  Bitoa  of  thB  halls  or  manor-houees  with 
sir  dememes,  nor  tho  Innda  of  the  fiee  tenants — a!  whom  there  wore  t«n 
these  two  manors — nor  the  gardena  or  curtilugcs  of  the  mesaungoa  within 
»  boondi  of  the  manor.  The  total  extont  of  Ihe  two  manon  wu,  as  I 
ve  tetore  noted,  about  two  thousand  five  huniited  acroB. 
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very  lands  w^ro  among  those  so  cultivated,  and  bo  lid 
as  tliat  every  yard  of  ground  hod  its  owner  set  down  in  tl 
field  book  of  1441,  and  it«  separate  title  carefully  rccorde 
in  the  oourt-roUs  of  the  mauorJ 


Note  C. — Pedigree  of  the  Gouvik  Family. 

There  should  be  email  difficulty  in  determining  tba  ■ 
descent  and  parentage  of  such  a  man  as  was  Edmund  A 
Gonvile.  He  was  no  simple  village  worthy,  by  some  s 
benefaction  accidentally  laying  the  foundation  of 
house  of  religion  or  of  cbartty,  which  by  successirt 
accretions  had  afterwards  reached  an  importance  neWi 
thought  of  by  its  first  founder.  Nor  was  he  some  suO 
cessful  merchant,  applying  part  of  his  gathered  wealth  t 
the  spiritual  or  social  welfare  of  the  place  where  a  8Ucce«ali4' 
life  had  been  spent,  It  might  well  be  that  but  fuint  traces 
would  remain  to  our  day  of  tlie  actual  stock  from  which 
such  founders  had  derived  their  descent.  But  though  Uie 
Gonviles  were  not,  indeed,  of  the  first  rank  in  the  land, — of 
such  rank  and  wealth  as  might  fitly  receive  its  mark  in 
a  summons  to  take  their  place  among  the  Barons  of  Eng- 
land in  Parliament, — they  were  distinctly  of  importance 
among   their  Norman   brethren;    men  acquiring    and  in- 
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'  This  "  eit^nt  "  helps  us  to  anotlier  point  of  inter«at  ia  our  Yiialarj.  It 
is  not  known  prefieely  vhen  Lady  Anne,  the  great  beiiesa  of  tlie  Herlinl 
and  Gonvile  families,  waa  married  to  her  first  husbnnd,  Sir  Williim 
Charalierlaia.  'ITiis  ■' extent, "  dated  xk„  Henry  VI.  (1442),  mentions  Sir 
William  as  "lord  of  the  toim,"  and  the  matringe  must  have  then  lakm 
placo.  II,  therefore,  Bloinefield  is  right  in  pUcing  lady  Anna'a  birtti  in 
HS6  [i.  217),  she  must  have  heen  only  sixteen  years  ol  age  at  the  most  when 
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heritiiig  wide  lands  and  properties,  and,  one  would  think, 
sure  to  appear  as  naturally  in  the  local  records  of  their 
time  as  any  other  of  their  landed  neighbours.  Nor  waa 
Edmund  de  Oonvile  himself  a  man  whose  only  national 
record  remains  in  the  foundation  of  such  a  Louse  as  that 
at  Rushworth.  As  long  as  the  fame  of  Cambridge  endures, 
and  England  must  cease  to  be  before  her  great  sister 
Universities  are  counted  no  longer  among  the  things  of 
which  England  is  proud,  the  name  of  Edmund  do  Gonvila 
will  stand  in  honour  among  his  countrymen  as  the  founder 
of  one  of  her  earliest  and  most  famous  colleges.  The 
historian  of  Gonvile'a  own  native  county  could  be  no 
stranger  to  his  name  and  special  title  to  regard,  for  he 
Lad  himself  received  his  University  education  within  the 
walls  of  Gonvile's  College.  We  might  look,  therefore,  for 
Borne  fitting  records  of  Gonvile's  name  and  family  from 
both  college  and  historian  ;  and  such  record,  indeed,  there 
ia — by  the  one  in  her  Chupel  Service  for  Commemoration 
of  Founders  and  Benefactors;  by  the  other  in  the  pedigree 
of  the  Gonvilea  given  with  his  description  of  Rushworth 
in  his  history.  The  difficulty  of  accepting  either  record 
Jies  in  the  fact  that  they  differ  wholly  from  each  other, 
and,  moreover,  in  tho  possibility  that  neither  has  preserved 
the  whole  truth. 

The  College  Commemoration  Service  states  their  founder, 
Edmund  de  Gouvile,  to  be  "son  of  Sir  Nicholas  Gonvile, 
Knight."  According  to  Mr.  Blomefield  (vol.  i.  p,  192} 
ie  is  a  younger  eon  of  William  de  Gonvile  by  bis  marriage 
■with  Maud  de  Lerling  in  1304.  It  ia  doubtless  possible 
that  the  college  may  be  right,  and  it  shoiild  seem  im- 
probable that  if  they  thought  it  due  to  their  founder's 
memory  to  refer  to  bis  descent  they  should  err  so  curiously 
on  the  point.  On  the  other  hand  is  the  fact  that  Mr,  Blome- 
field, who  must  have  heard  the  statement  of  the  founder's 
parentage  publicly  repeated  many  times  during  his  college 
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life,  took  upon  himwlf  to  reject  it  when  he  came  to  write  Iub 
Norfolk  histoTT.  It  happens  that  in  these  Buxton  MS& 
there  is  abundant  mention  of  a  Sir  Nicholas  Gonyile,  Knight 
He  first  appears  as  a  witness  to  a  charter  (^S.  69)  of 
1305,  and  from  that  time  he  is  seldom  absent  for  long 
from  the  records.  From  this  date  until  1330  there  are 
twelve  charters  relating  to  lands  in  Bnshworth,  and  in 
nine  of  these  "Dhs  Nicholas  de  Gonevyle,  Miles/'  is 
mentioned  as  either  owner  or  purchaser  of  lands  in 
Bnshworthy  or  as  witness  to  the  charter.  His  last  ap- 
pearance is  in  1330,  when  he  is  one  of  the  witnesses  to 
a  sale  of  the  ''several  fishery''  between  Brettenham  and 
Ealverston. 

In  other  records  the  first  mention  I  find  of  Nicholas  de 
Gonevil  is  in  a  certificate  of  the  lordships  in  Norfolk  in 
1315  (HarL  MS.  901),  in  which  he  is  returned  as  lord 
of  Lerling  and  of  Rushworth.  In  1333,  by  Inquis.  p.  m. 
(7  £dw.  III.,  No.  25)  he  is  charged  as  djring  seized  of 
the  manor  of  "  Lirlings,"  and  of  lands  and  rents  in  Fouldon, 
Neuton,  and  "Biswych,"  (which  must  bo  an  error  for 
Ruse  worth  or  Rish  worth,  as  there  is  no  such  place  as 
**Biswycli"  in  Xorfolk.)  And  in  the  same  year  {Ahbrev, 
RotuL  Of'ig.y  7  Edw.  III.)  John  de  Gonevil,  his  son  and 
heir,  does  homage  for  his  manor  of  Lerling,  and  for  certain 
hinds  in  Riseworth  held  of  the  heir  of  Thomas  Bardulf, 
deceased.  The  record  is  thus  clear  from  1305  to  1333, 
during  which  time  Sir  Nicholas  de  Gonevil,  Knight,  holds 
the  manor  of  Lerling,  and  certain  lands  in  Rushworth 
and  other  places.  And  he  is  succeeded  in  1333  by  his 
son  and  heir  John,  who  is  then  of  age  and  doing  homage 
for  his  father's  lands. 

Going  back  a  step  further  to  1295  we  find  that  in  that 
year  William  de  Guneuill,  **natus  de  potestate  reg  Francie 
comorans  in  Anglia,''  is  found  holding,  amongst  other  lands 
in   Fouldon   and  elsewhere,  this   same  manor  of  Lerling, 
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of  wliich  Sir  Nicholas  died  seized  in  1333.  And  it  is 
reasonably  certain  that  the  manor  descended  by  inberitance 
from  one  to  the  other.  It  is  possib/e  that  there  may  bave 
been  an  intervening  Sir  Niubobs,  a  brother  or  other 
relation  o£  WiUiam,  to  whom,  in  the  short  apaco  between 
1295  and  1305,  the  manor  had  descended  on  the  (presumed) 
deatb  of  William  without  issue,  and  who  within  the  same 
short  period  bad  also  died,  leaving  the  Lerling  and  Fouldon 
lands  to  a  second  Sir  Nicholas  his  son,  that  same  Sir  Nicholas 
vhose  record  we  bave  traced  above  from  1305  to  1333,  Or 
there  mtiy  have  been  ttco  Sir  Nicholases,  father  and  eon,  con- 
fused together  in  that  record,  both  knights,  both  holding  lands 
in  Rushworth,  and  yet  with  no  sign  or  statement,  whether 
by  the  familiar  reference  in  the  charters  to  a  "  quondam  " 
Kicbolas,  or  by  the  more  formal  "inquisitio  post  mortem" 
in  the  nalional  records,  of  any  change  of  ownership  from 
father  to  son  occurring  within  the  period  in  question. 
I  own  that,  remembering  that  there  is  no  other,  even 
implied,  authority  than  that  of  the  College  Commemoration 
Service  for  the  existence  of  more  than  one  Sir  Nicholas 
de  Gonvile,  I  think  it  more  reasonable  to  suppose  that  our 
Sir  Nicholas  simply  received  Lis  lands  of  Fouldon  and 
Lerling  from  bis  father  William,  who  held  them  in  1295, 
and  thus  to  agree  with  Mr.  Blomefield,  wbo  makes  William 
to  be  the  father  of  the  founder,  Edmund. 

For  it  must  he  held  as  certain  that  the  same  Sir  Nicholas 
vbo  died  in  1333  was  the  brother  of  Edmund,  and  that 
whoever  was  father  of  one  was  father  of  the  other  also. 
In  the  two  charters  of  1490  and  1500,  to  which  I  bave 
referred  above,  the  one  in  the  treasury  of  Gonvile  and 
Oaius  College,  and  the  other  among  these  Buxion  MSS.,^ 
the  pedigree  of  the  Gonviles  is  fully  set  forth  from  Sir 
Kioholas,  brother  and  heir  of  Edimiiid   the  Founder,  down 

•  Gonvilo  and  Caiiu  College  Librarj-,  MS.  12,  B.  liu.— BmjMh  MSS.  fi30. 
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to   Lady  Anne  Scrope,  whose  benefactioDs  to  the  College 
at  Ruahworth  are  the  subject  matter  of  the  charters. 

The  authority  ie  indisputable,  and  in  defitult  of  furthet 
evidence  of  the  existence  of  a  Sir  Nicholas  Gonvile,  Knightyl 
father  of  Sir  Nicholas  Gonvile,  Knight,  and  of  EdmuncEl 
his  brother,  I  feel  myself  driven  to  the  suggestion  thai 
the  compiler  of  the  Commoruoration  SerWce  of  Gonvillq 
and  Caius  College  has,  in  consulting  his  authorities, 
accidentally  read  "son  and  heir"  for  "brother  and  heir," 
and  that  Mr.  Blomefield  is  right  in  placing  Willia 
Gonvile  as  the  father  of  the  founder,  Edmund. 

None  the  leas  has  Mr.  Blomefield  erred  fatally  in  hi 
fltatetneut  of  the  marriage  of  which  he  makes  Nichols 
and  Edmund  the  issue.  It  is  simply  impossible  that  S^ 
Nicholas,  whose  sou  was  of  uge  to  do  homage  for  his  land 
in  l']33  and  to  be  buying  and  selling  laud  in  that  i 
the  following  year,  or  that  Edmund  his  brother,  who  wi 
Rector  of  Tlielvetham  in  13'20,  could  have  been  issue  c 
a  marriage  in  1304.  It  is  true  that  a  certain  Maud  i 
Lerling,  whom  Mr,  Blomefield  makes  to  be  mother  ( 
Nicholas  and  Edmund,  presented  to  the  rectory  of  Rushwort 
in  130ii,  and  this  it  is  which  has  misled  Mr.  Blomefield 
Looking  about  for  a  channel  through  which  he  might  d^i 
Tolve  the  property  of  the  Lorliiigs  on  the  Gonvile  iamilj 
he  seizes  ou  this  presentation — makes  the  lady  "heira 
general"  of  the  Lerling  family,  and  marries  her  off-hai 
to  William  de  Gonville — with  the  impossible  result  in  t) 
matter  of  issue  which  I  have  mentioned  above.  He  did  nqj 
sin  in  mere  absence  of  dates,  for  in  his  own  Gonvile  pedS 
gree  he  causes  a  John  Gonvile  to  be  presented  to  the  rectoi^ 
of  Larling  in  1344.  whose  alleged  great- grand  mother — the 
Maud  de  Lerling  above  mentioned — he  ban  given  as  married 
only  fiirty  years  before.  He  might  well  have  oveilc 
or  have  been  ignorant  that  the  larger  part  of  the  Lerlin 
property  had  passed  to  the   Gonviles  at  least  as  earlj  ■ 


1295,  when  we  have  found  William  de  Gunevill  holding 
the  very  Bame  properties  held  in  1252  and  in  1280  by 
William  de  Lerling.*  And  without  these  Buxton  MSS.  he 
could  scarcely  have  known  that  Maud  de  Lerling  could 
not  have  been  "  heiress  general  "  of  the  Lerlings,  who  con- 
tinued to  hold  lands  in  Rushworth  until  1339,  and  the 
Slvedon  estate  until  1353,  when  the  latter  passed  by 
purchase  to  the  Gonvilles,  and  from  them,  in  1389,  to  the 
College  of  Rushworlh.'  But  he  need  not  have  vitiated  his 
■whole  Gouvile  pedigree  by  an  impossible  marriage,  for  which 
he  bad  no  authority  but.  his  own  imagination,  and  which  his 
own  dates  might  have  shewn  him  to  be  impossible. 

I  must  take  heed  lest,  in  trying  to  straighten  out  the 
matter,  I  full  into  like  difficulty  as  befell  Mr.  Blomefield 
by  too  much  or  too  hasty  guess-work.  Some  such  work 
there  must  always  be  at  a  distance  of  six  hundred  years, 
vhen  here  and  there  some  actual  link  of  evidence  is  no 
longer  forthcoming,  and  we  are  left  to  deal  with  local  and 
personal  probabilities.  But  we  may  at  least  use  all  the  facts 
we  have,  and  we  can  take  care  not  to  construct  anything  in- 
consistent with  them.  The  facts,  besides  those  above  stated, 
are  these.  At  the  date  of  the  Norwich  Domesdai/  Dfia  Amicia, 
widow  of  Sir  William  de  Lerling,  was  patroness  of  Rushworth 
Eectory,  and  in  1303  Maud  de  Lerling  was  patroness  and 
presented  to  the  church.  In  1320  the  patronage  had  passed 
to  the  Gonviles,  Sir  Nicholas  de  Gonvile  presenting  in  that 
year,  and  with  them  it  remained  till  it  was  impropriated  to 
the  new  College  of  fiuahworth.  All  that  we  actually  know 
of  the  Gonvite  marriages  is  that  in  1333  John  de 
Gonvile  paid  ten  shillings  relief  to  the  Earl  of  Gloucester 
for  his  lauds  iu  Rushwurtli  of  his  father's  inheritance,  and 
ten  shillings  for  his  Rushworth  manor  of  his  grandmoilier'a 

*  Qtl.  Setul.,  Chart.  37  Hen.  III. ; 
»  SmtBH    MSS.       131,    129,     110; 

.  U7ia-£«-61. 
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inheritance — who  she  was  we  are  not  told;  and  furtliery  that  in 
a  charter  of  this  same  John  de  Oonvile  of  1342  {BuxUm  MS8. 
137)  he  mentions  that  his  widowed  mother  Alicia  was  then 
living,  and  that  she  held  Lerling  manor  and  advowson  in 
dower  for  her  life. 

Putting  together  all  this,  and  all  which  has  gone  before, 
I  gather  that  most  of  the  ancient  property  of  the  Lerlings 
had  passed  to  William  de  Gonevil  before  1295,  but  whether 
by  marriage  or  by  purchase  I  cannot  say.  I  think  that  the 
manor  and  advowson  of  Rushworth  came  subsequently  to 
the  Gonviles  by  marriage  with  a  Lerling  heiress,  to  whom  it 
had  come  by  a  marriage  of  Sir  William  de  Lerling  with 
the  heiress  of  the  family  of  De  Rushworth,  to  whom  I  find 
many  references  in  the  earliest  Buxton  MSS.  This  latter 
lady  I  take  to  be  that  Dna  Amicia  de  Lerling  above  mentioned, 
who,  surviving  her  husband,  had  retained  her  paternal  manor 
and  advowson  in  dower.  And  I  think  this  was  a  second 
marriage  of  Sir  William  de  Lerling,  because  as  he  un- 
doubtedly had  a  son  and  a  daughter  at  least,  who  are  fre- 
quently mentioned  in  the  earlier  Buxton  charters,  there  is 
no  apparent  reason  why  the  son  (Richard)  should  not  have 
been  patron  of  Rushworth,  and  not  his  sister  Maud,  if  he 
as  well  as  she  had  been  issue  of  the  De  Rushworth  mar- 
riaere  of  their  father.  That  Richard  and  his  descendants  did 
retain  the  Elveden  property,  and  some  other  fragments 
of  the  old  Lerling  estate,  I  have  already  pointed  out  above. 
And  I  think  that  Sir  Nicholas  de  Gonvile  must  have 
acquired  the  Rushworth  manor  and  advowson  either  by 
a  first  marriage  with  ^laud  de  Lerling,  who,  dying  childless, 
left  him  free  to  marry  a  Lady  Alicia  of  some  other 
family,  who  survived  him  and  by  whom  he  had  issue  his 
son  and  heir  John,  who  succeeded  him  ;  or,  more  probably, 
that  the  Lady  Alicia  was  herself  the  Lerling:  heiress  on  the 
death  of  her  sister  Maud,  unmarried,  and  that  it  was  by  the 
marriage  of  Sir  Nicholas  with  her  that  the  Rushworth  manor 


and  advowson  came  to  him.  This  latter  hypothesis  seems 
most  probable,  because  it  would  explain  John  de  Qonvile'a 
relie£  for  the  UusLwortli  manor  (see  above),  b&  of  his 
grandmother's  inheritanee.  The  grandmother  would  be  the 
Lady  Amicia  de  Lerling,  the  original  beiresa  of  the  De 
Hush  worth  estate,  who  was  found  to  be  widow  of  Sir 
William  and  patroness  of  Rushworth  at  the  date  of  the 
Nortckh  Domeiday. 

It  remains  now  only  to  construct  the  pedigree  in  order 
on  these  lines,  adding  to  each  descent  the  references  to 
my  authorities.  Where  no  such  reference  is  given  I  have 
taken  Mr,  Bloraefield's  authority,  having  previously  verified 
it  by  his  references.  I  have  been  quite  unable  to  verify 
hie  Lerling  pedigree,  for  which  he  gives  few  or  no  references 
at  all. 

Pedigree  of  Leklino  and  Gonvile. 
Gilbert  de  'Lev^Bg .—Btalm  MSS,  ii,  11. 


deSdutd- 
welL- 
£>at. 
MSS.U. 


Petron-  John  de 

illu.  ana-  L«rli[i|;, 

corits.  Lrothet 

Owns  of  ItulMtt 

Biuh-  i^chade- 

worth.—  well.— 

£h«,  42.  Bull.  9, 


GUbertAlax-  Richard  Jono  do  Maud 

de  an  dor  de  I»erling.  do 

Lerling,  de  Lor-  Lerling,  Living     Lorling 
"K1--      ling/'flraiinand  at  proaenli 

meua. —  eidBOi  heir.^    Sthiule-  toRuah- 

Suxl.       Kubt."  ilHj-MS.  well.—    worth, 

-Sail.  15,78,     i(itii.l8.  1303.— 


12. 


86. 


J 


■Willmm,  too  and  hair.  liviDR  at 
Rushwurth  1339  {BaxloH  ilSS. 
134.)  iSuld  Elveden  to  the  (ion- 
Tilo's  1353.— lirit,  MuB.  AdJ. 
Chart.  14989. 


-Amicia  William  de  Qonrilo,  an  alien 

deJiu«se-  "  uatua      de      puleetale     reg* 

vorth.  Froncia  comornng  in  Anglia," 

Survives  acquires  the  manor  iif  Lerling 

her  with  property  in  Fouldon  and 

husband.  Pagrava,    (iirmerly    (in    IJBO) 

Piitronot  the   property   of    the   Leilin^ 

HuBSc  funiily    {(.'«/.   Metol.   Chart.  S7 

worth.—  Hon.  ni.),  and  i«  returned  aa 

Norn-ieh  owiior  thereof    in    129(1-96.- 

Boinea-  Offia  of  Quini't  Remembrancfr, 

day.  r.  K.  (V-2t"  E.  I. 

—  =  SirNicholM   Edmund  de  OoneTile, 

deQoDovile,   Rector  of  Thelvetham 

Knight,  ob.     1320 ;    of    RushworUi 

\3ii.—lHq.     lAiS;  steward  to  Earl 

p.  m.     Lord    Wurren  aute  1318,  to 

and  Patron     E.  of  Lanuostor  1  Vil ; 

of  Lerling      Fuundar     of      Frian 

1316,—  PreacherB,  Thetford,  o. 

Ilarl.  MSS.    l330;FonndBrof  Rush- 

90};  Xiirw.    worth    College    1342; 

Rector    of    Tyringtun 

1342;  Founder  of  Gon- 

Tile  Hall    1348:  living 

i-iiO.—Jiuxl,  MS.  lM,y 

4S2,  494,  530. 


Lib.  ln.i 


J 


John  ie  Gonevi'e,  boq 
■nd  heir,  does  bomage 
for  hia  fnther'l  lands 
in  Ruahwarth  1333.— 
Mb.Sol.0.ig.7E.in. 
LivitiginlSlU.— .fiiixf. 
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T- — ,  lo  1312  John  do  Gonevil 

ia  Kushwurth  auJ  Larliog  ti 


Juhn    de   GonTile, 

William  dfl 

Edmond  de  Gone. 

'■Jumor,"    preaentBd 
by  hi>  brother  John 

OoneTile.ltectar 

Til.  a  ■haveling  \a 

13Sn.  KucceoiUliii 

toLarliQgl33i.   Rec- 

which hsresigiu 

brother   at  Thel- 

tor  i.(  Herling  13*8, 

Totlwnl. 

whichheretiigiul357. 

Ednmnd  do  Gonvile,  Bon  and  Iioi 

I.  and  200  acres  of  land  in  Bprnhara  and  Boming- 
0  Priory  o£  Thetford  in  1366.— /.ij,  ad  quod  damn. 

Jiihn  Gonvile  of  the  Ulo  of  ^  Eliubeth.  dau.  ot  Kir  John  Jemegsn 
Ely,  ion  and  heir  in  t4UZ.       |  of  Somerly,  co.  Suffolk,  Knt. 


Jolin  do  Gonvile,  Rector 
of  Larling  on  presenlation 
of  bii  uncle  John,  ISU. 


It  ^  iMmoi 
of  Son 


Jane,  or  Jahane  Goavile,  ilau.  and  sole  heir.  Buried  at^  Sir  Bobert  of  Hsrling, 
Kiuhworlh— CAnfto-  1490,  Gonv.  and  Cuiua  Coll.  Lib.  ot  Hurling,  Knicht.  ob. 
Hvr  r&Kj  remoTed  to  Ilarliog  on  the  disBolutiun  of  the  U3G.  Bnr.  at  Ruling, 
Callega,  and  dent  ruction  of  CuUugiate  L'hurdi. 


Knight  of  the  Chantrr    in    Kuihworth    Collegiata 

Garter.      Bur.  Church  148.)  {Sujt.  iB2).  and  Gmm- 

at  E.  Uarling.  mar  t^hool   in   Kuahworth    College 

WiU  dat.  IIht.  1490.    t'oundi^d  fuUowships  at  Oun- 

3,1481 .  Proved  vile  Hull.  DJod  before  Mar.3.1.«I,— 

April2J,  146:2.  Buxl.   i,  6.   23.     Buried  with  her 
flrtt  husband  at  Uarling.     Ob.  B.  p. 


of  Sir  John  W^g. 

field  of  Lethering-     Buried  at  tlie 

h«m.     Comptroller     Priory  ktllut- 

of  the  Uouaehold  to     ford. 

Eiug  Edward  IV. 

Ob.   1480-    Buried 

a  I  Rush  worth. 


'  There  is  much  diversity  in  the  spelling  ot  the  names  ot  both  Gonvile  and 
Chunborlain.  I  find  Guneuill,  Gonevyl,  Gonevylo ;  and  Chamberlynsi 
Chamberleyo,  Chaniberlayne,  and  Chnmbcrlin.  The  loat  of  these  fomu 
roHpeotively,  "  Gonovyle  "  and  "  Cbambcrlin,"  as  beiog  used  on  the  aeul*  of 
Edmund  and  John  Gonevile  and  of  Lady  Anna  Wyngfield,  may  be  bUcen  ■■ 


I 


L 


Note  D. — Armorui/  Bearings  of  the   Gonrile  FamUy. 

Some  curious  points  occur  in  the  RushworlK  charters 
among  the  Buxton  MSS.,  wliich  seem  difficult  to  reconcile  with 
the  hereditary  chnructer  of  armonal  bearings.  For  instance, 
the  seal  of  Edmond  de  Qonevile  in  1320  bears,  "  On  a  bend 
three  eBcallopa  ; "  while  his  nephew  John,  the  eldest  son  and 
heir  of  the  elder  brother  Sir  Nicholas,  bears  in  1336,  "A 
chevron  between  two  couple  closes."'  And  again,  the  seal 
used  by  John  de  Gonevile,  the  j'ounger  brother  of  the  same 
John,  gives  in  1358  (Brit.  Mus.  Add.  Chart.  15747),  "  On 
a  bend  three  escallops,  with  a  label  of  three  points  for 
difiFerence,"  In  1485  Lady  Anne  Wingfield,  heiress  general 
of  the  Gonvile  and  Herling  families,  and  widow  of  both  Sir 
William  Chamberlin  and  Sir  Robert  Wingfield,  uses  simply 
her  father's  coat  of  Herling,  quartering  Mortimer,  with 
Gonevile  in  pretence,  and  the  legend  "  Sigil.  Dom,  Anna 
Chamberlin  ;  "  no  further  reference  being  made  to  eilher  of 
her  deceased  husbands.  The  Gonevile  arms  on  this  seal 
appear  to  be  "  On  a  chevron  engmUed  three  escallops," 
though  this  uiay  be  intended  for  "  On  a  chevron,  between 
two  couple  closes  engrailed  outwardly,  three  escallops."  But 
the  arms  on  this  lady's  tomb  in  East  Harling  Church  give 
the  Gonvile  bearing  as,  "  On  a  chevron,  between  two  couple 
closes  indented,  three  escallops."  Thus,  there  are  four 
different  bearings  used  indifferently  by  members  of  the  same 
family ;  and  in  one  case,  certainly,  we  have  two  different 
forms  used  by  the  same  person.  It  is  further  remarkable 
that  in  the  grant  of  arms  to  Gonvile  and  Caius  College  in 
1571,  by  Cooke,  Clarencieux  Kiug-at-Arms,  it  is  the  very 
latest  form  of  the  Gonvile  bearing  which  is  assigned  to  the 

'  The  aeil  ia  miith  nitil)«d,  and  there  may  have  hsea  three  eaeallopa  on  the 
chevron,  at  !□  the  arma  of  his  dcsceadant,  IjAj  Anne  WiDgGold,  or  Scivpe, 
mh  in  Eait  Harling  Church. 
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college,  and  not  the  actual  founder's  arms,  as  borne  on  his 
seal  attached  to  his  deed  of  foundation. 

A  comparison  of  the  seals  of  another  family,  resident  in 
Rushworth  and  Brettenham,  results  quite  as  remarkably. 
In  1336  the  seal  of  Walter  de  Brethenham  bears, 
"  Quarterly  : — 1  and  4,  three  chevronels ;  2  and  3,  three 
hammers  (?)  Here  a  curious  fact  is  to  be  noted.  The  seal 
is  much  broken,  and  all  the  legend,  except  the  first  four 
and  the  last  two  letters,  is  gone ;  but  the  first  letters  can 
scarcely  refer  to  Walter  de  Brethenham.      They  are  almost 

certainly  "  S.  HUG "  and  it  should  almost  seem  as  if 

Walter  were  using  the  seal  of  someone  else.  There  had 
been  a  "Hugo,  fit  Alex,  de  Brethenham,"  who  had  held  houses 
and  lands  in  Shadewelle  in  1290 — 95,  and  it  is  just  possible 
that  this  seal  may  have  belonged  to  '*  Hugo  de  Brethenham 
de  Shadewelle,"  and  to  have  been  appropriated  by  his 
descendant  or  heir.  In  1361  Bartholomew  de  Brethenham 
seals,  with  a  well-cut  shield  (without  legend),  bearing  three 
escallops,  two  and  one;  and  in  1388  Clemens  de  Brethenham 
uses  a  shield  of  "  Lozengy,  within  a  bordure  a  bend."  And 
it  should  be  noted  that  though  it  would  be  scarcely  possible 
to  place  these  three  names  with  certainty  in  their  strict 
family  connexion,  it  is  all  but  certain  that  they  must  have 
been  of  the  same  family,  living  and  holding  lands  within  a 
mile  or  two  of  each  other  in  Rushworth,  Shadwell,  and 
Brethenham  :  yet  there  is  no  indication  of  this  in  their 
armorial  bearings.  There  is  not  even  what  may  be  called  a 
distinctive  family  charge  (like  the  escallops  of  the  Gonviles), 
common  to  all  of  the  family. 


Note  E. — Foundaiion  of  the  Friars  Preachers  at  Thet/ord. 

I  hare  no  antbority  for  GonTile'a  coDnection  with  thia 
>fouDdatioii,  other  than  is  given  by  Mr.  Blomefield,  vol.  i., 
p.  427.  After  speaking  of  the  removal  of  the  Cluniao 
nionka  of  Thetford  to  their  new  monastery  on  the  Norfolk 
■ide  of  the  river,  he  says  that  their  old  house  was  retained 
for  some  time  as  "  a  sort  of  cell  to  their  new  monastery," 
but  they  afterwards  forsook  it,  and  it  then  fell  into  "a 
desolate  condition  till  Edward  III.'s  time,  when  Sir  John 
Gonvile,  Parson  of  Terrington  in  Norfolk,  who  had  been 
steward  to  John,  Earl  Warren,  and  was  then  steward  to 
Henry,  Earl  of  Lancaster,  persuaded  the  earl  not  to  suffer 
that  ancient  church,  which  had  been  the  mother  church  of 
the  diocese,  to  continue  in  such  a  ruinous  and  desolate 
condition,  upon  which  the  earl,  by  his  advice  and  manage- 
ment, repaired  the  church  and  old  convent,  or  cloister,  that 
the  monks  had  formerly  dwelt  in,  and  introduced  Friers 
Preachers  of  tlie  Order  of  St.  Dominic,  and  settled  them 
here;  and  it  is  plain  that  this  was  done  after  the  year  1327, 

I  for  then  the  earl  was  restored ;  and  before  1345,  for  then 
lie  died.  It  seems  Gonvile  designed  this  while  he  was 
nnder  the  Earl  Warren,  and  the  earl  consented  to  it, 
irhich  is  the  reason  that  sometimes  he  is  called  the  founder, 
sometimes  the  Earl  of  Lancaster,  but  mostly  Gonvile  him- 
self, whom  indeed  they  looked  on  as  the  principal,  because 
it  was  done  at  his  motion,  though  in  their  orisons  and 
masses  they  were  all  three  esteemed  as  founders."  There 
is  some  confusion  of  description  here,  needing  a  few  words  of 
explanation.  In  1318  John,  Earl  Warren  and  Surrey, 
obtained  licejise  from  the  king  to  convey  the  manor  and 

I  lordship  to  Thomas,  Earl  of  Lancaster,  and  his  heirs.  Earl 
Thomas,  being  attainted  of  treason  two  years  afterwards,  hia 
manors  and  lordships  escheated  to  the  king,  and  were  granted 


to  the  Cobham  family,  vrith  whom  they  remained  until  1327, 
when  Ilenrv,  son  and  heir  of  Itie  atluinted  Earl  Thomas  of 
Lancaster,  was  restored  in  blood,  and  received  again  his 
father's  manor  and  lordship  of  Thetford — the  heir  of  the 
Cobhama  being  then  an  orphan  infant  of  a  year  old,  and  in 
the  king's  wardship.  I  cannot  fully  explain  this  transaction  ; 
but  it  seems  clear  that  the  facta  were  us  they  are  stated  by 
Mr.  Blomefield.  "With  Earl  Henry  the  manor  remained  till 
his  death  in  1345  ;  and  thus  it  is  clear  that  if  Edmund  de 
Gonevile  "  had  been,"  as  Blomefield  states,  steward  to  Earl 
"Warren  before  he  became  steward  to  the  Earl  of  Lancaster, 
his  connection  with  the  Thetford  manor  and  his  coutem- 
plation  of  the  new  foundalion  of  the  Friars  Preachers  must 
have  been,  not  as  Mr.  Blomefield  says  "after  13'27,"  but 
before  1318,  when  the  transfer  from  the  Earl  Warren  to  the 
Earl  of  Lancaster  took  place.  This  enables  us  to  regard 
Edmund  de  Gonevile  as  one  "zealous  in  good  works"  for 
the  good  of  the  Church  for  at  least  thirty  years  of  his  life, 
from  (at  the  latest)  1318 — when,  as  Earl  Warren's  steward, 
he  was  arranging  the  Thetford  foundation — to  1348,  when  his 
greatest  work,  the  foundation  of  Gonevile  Hall  in  Cam- 
bridge, received  ita  charter. 


Note  F. — Original  Foundalion  Cha 
College. 


■leys  of  Rushirorth 


It  is  remarkable  that  none  of  these  have  appeared  among 
the  Buxton  Papers  ;  nor  does  any  trace  of  them,  so  far  as  1 
know,  exist  elsewhere.  They  would  he  (1)  the  royal  license 
to  convey  the  site  of  the  intended  College  and  the  advowson 
of  the  rectory  ;  (2)  the  instrument  of  assent  of  the  Bishop 
and   Chapter;    (3)  the  like   instrument  of    assent  of    the  J 


"Dominus  Capitalis;"   and  (4)  the  charter  of   foundation 

ielf,  in  which  all  the  three  other  instruments  are  recited. 

^Ab  the  copy  of  the  charter  of  foundation  (on  which  I  1 

•written   in   a   former   communication   to  the   Norfolk   and 

KKorwich  Archaeological  Society)  ia  dated  1485,  it  is  probahle 

3iat  all  the  missing  documenlB  were  then  in  existence.     Is 

;  too   fanciful  to  suggest  that  they   were  withdrawn   and 

screted  by  some  pious  and  provident  official  of  the  College 

■  tt  the  Dissolution,  to  be  forthcoming  if  the  tyranny  should 

Mrerpofis,  and  the  College  should  again  be  able  to  assert  its 

bhtsf 


2IoTB  G. —  The  Church  and  Parish  of  Rnsh/ord  ecclesiaitieally 
considered . 

There  are  peculiar  circumstances  which  seem  to  render  the 
present  ecclesiastical  condition  of  Rushford  almost,  if   not 
quite,   unique.     Up  to  the  date  of  Edmund   de   Gonvile's 
foundation  of  his  College  the  rectory  and, church  of  Rush- 
worth  differed  in  nothing  from  any  other  rectory  and  cliurch 
elsewhere  ;  but   the  impropriation  of  the  church  and  rectory 
I'io  the   newly-erected  college  differed  from  all  other   like 
K'<^erationa   known   to  me,   in   that  mither   was   any  special 
n   made  for    a  vicar,   nor    teas   the    College    charged 
tnerally  tcith  the  cure  of  souls.      The  services  of  the  church 
^ere  provided  for  by  the  elaborate  arrangements  made  by 
e  founder,  by  which  each  Fellow  in  his  turn  was  to  act  aa 
"  ebdomadary "  priest,  and  was  to  be  responsible  for  the 
),  aa  they  were  set  in  order  by  the  deed  of  foundation ; 
(Qt  the  Master  of  the  College  waa  made  personalty  responsible 
•  the  cure  of  souk,  "  ita  quod  magister  qui  pro  tempore 
lerit  per  se  vel  per  alium  confratrem  parocbiania  dicte  ville 
e  Russcheworthe  sacramenta  et  sacramentalia  ministret  prout 
ntra  animariun  ei  traditu  exigit  et  requirit ;  "  and  it  is  said 
[by  llr.  Blomefield — I  know  not  on  what  authority — that 
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every  Master,   on    his    installation,   paid   eight    marts 
first-fruits.' 

Moreover,  althougli  in  the  Etatut«8  of  Bishop  Percy 
referred  to  in  the  above  pages,  the  rights  of  the  Bishop  and 
of  hia  cathedral  church  were  duly  asserted  and  reserved,  it 
should  seem  that,  in  some  way  not  at  present  clear  to  me, 
exemption  from  ordinary  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  was  ob- 
tained at  some  subsequent  period.  For,  in  the  visitation  in 
1415  by  William  Silton,  under  authority  of  Archbishop 
Chicheley  (theSeeof  Norwich  being  then  vacant),  "the  Master 
and  Brethren  of  Eushworth  College  being  called  before  him, 
as  for  the  impropriation  of  their  church  of  Ruahworth,  shewed 
forth  '  tam  litems  apostolicas  quam  alia  legitima  documenta,' 
whereupon  the  said  William  Silton,  by  decree,  pronounced 
the  said  Master  and  Brethren  lo  be  sufficiently  provided  _of 
their  impropriation  in  their  said  church,  and  to  be  discharged 
of  the  visitation  of  the  said  Archbishop"  (Robert  Buxton's 
Nates  on  Rmhicorth,  c.  1601,  p.  78.)  It  agrees  at  least  with 
this,  that,  while  in  the  earlier  installatioDS  of  the  Masters  of 
the  College  by  the  Bishop,  as  provided  by  the  Founder's 
Btatutes.tbe  Master  Elect  is  described  in  the  Episcopal  Register 
as  "confrater  collegii  SCi  Jotlis  Euaugeliste,"  and  his  iustitntion 
to  be  as  "custodem  de  Rushwortb,"  or  "dci  collegii,"  in  alL 
later  installations  subsequent  to  1 364,  the  Elect,  and  his  breth- 
ren presenting  him  (where  they  are  mentioned)  are  describi 
as  "ecctie  collegiate  de  Rushworth  confrater," or  "confratre 
and  the  institution  is  "ad  magistratum,  regimen,  gubt 
naconera  '\  custodiam  ecclosie  collegiate  de  Rushwortbe." 

However  this  may  have  been,  it  is  clear,  as  a  matter  Q 
fact,  that  when  tho  College  was  dissolved  in  1541  the  whtJl 
parochial  machinery  seems  to  have  fallen  with  it.      In  loM 
a  bull  had  been  obtained  (now  in  Lambeth  Library,  M&^ 
643),  by  which,  on  the  petition  of  George  Wyndham,  then 
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I  think  thnt  Sir,  Blomefield  must  hnvo 
not  alwaja,  attached  to  the 


aferred  this  from  t'ertain  figuroi, 
ctiieu  in  tho  IiuititutioD  Booki. 


utioD  Booki.      ■ 


Master  of  the  College  and  ArcMeacon  of  Norwich,  Gregory 
Til,  had  annexed  the  roasterehip  to  the  archdeaconry  bo 
long  aa  the  latter  was  in  Wyndham's  incumbency  ;  and  this 
may  account  for  the  fact  that  after  the  Dissolution  and  during 
his  life  the  servicea  of  the  church  seem  to  have  heen  in  some 
Bort  carried  on,  as  in  the  steward's  accounts,  rendered  to  the 
Earl  of  Surrey  fthe  grantee  of  the  College)  in  the  two  years 
following  the  dissolution,  there  are  certain  small  charges  for 
incense  and  other  necessaries  for  the  Church  service.  But 
with  the  death  of  the  Archdeacon  in  1543  everything  seems 
to  have  come  to  an  end ;  and  in  the  following  year  f  1-544),  by 
order  of  the  Earl  of  Surrey,  the  church,  aa  well  as  the 
College,  was  dismantled,  the  roofs  taken  off.  and  the  lead 
■old  (B.  B.'s  Notes,  pp.  13,  14.)  In  one  of  the  leases  from 
the  Crown  {1558),  to  whom  the  estate  had  afterwards  fallen 
on  the  Duke  of  Norfolk's  attainder,  the  church  is  described 
AS  "eeclesia  vastata  et  ruinata,"  and  there  is  never  any  note 
of  interference  by  the  Bishop,  or  of  payment  to  anyone  on 
Bccount  of  services,  or  of  procurations  or  other  ecclesiastical 
dues,  until  Robert  liuxton,  in  1586,  began  to  take  order  for 
the  resloratiou  of  the  church,  and  apparently  at  his  own  sole 
Dost  to  provide  for  the  services.^  He  was  then  tenant  of  the 
property,  under  lease  from  the  Crown  ;  and  in  1590  the 
Crown  auditor  reports  that  Mr.  Buxton  will  pay  £5,  being 

*  A  cniiouB  note  of  the  disorgnnizod  condition  of  Churoh  matters  occurs  in 
1G64.  In  that  yeor  Edmund  Sygo  of  Ituahford,  lieHiriiig  to  convey  a  coitsia 
mesmage  for  the  buncSt  of  hia  Dative  plnce — (several  of  his  family  hud  lieen 
FellowB  of  the  College,  and  one,  ia  U36,  had  Licen  Master),— "  the  pto&ta  to 
be  employed  for  the  conimon  charges  of  the  town  of  RuKhlord,"  ordains 
Oai  nich  profits  shall  be  laid  out  "as  the  churchreves  ol  the  church  of 
Roahford.  or.  if  thin  ihall  bi  »o  ehurehreva,  as  the  coodtublos  of  the  Hamo 
town  ahall  appoint. "  The  church  had  heen  tor  nine  years  standing  in  ruinii, 
and  the  whole  scclcsiastical  machinery  bad  apparently  vaniahed  with  the 

Identh  of  Archdeacon  Wyndhum.  Poor  Edmund  Sygo,  in  making  hia  loving 
g:ift  to  the  town  of  his  bii-th,  could  only  recogniae  facts  aa  they  were.  If  thera 
should  be  again  a  church  of  Kiishford,  and  church  revea  to  take  cure  of  it,  they 
shauld  be  his  trustees  ;  but,  at  any  rate,  there  would  always  be  a  conatablo. 
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half  the  cost  of  providing  a  minister  for  the  church  if  the 
commissioners  allow  another  £5.  It  is  a  little  amusing  to 
observe  that  in  that  same  year  the  Archdeacon  of  Norfolk 
suddenly  awoke  to  the  existence  of  Rushworth,  whose 
•*  ecclesia  vastata  et  ruinata  "  seems,  for  forty-eight  years, 
to  have  been  regarded  with  perfect  calmness  by  Bishop  and 
Archdeacon  alike,  and  that  he  forthwith  presented  a  bill 
of  complaint  for  non-payment  of  fees  on  his  visitation 
(Buxton  MS8.  b  28),  to  which  Mr.  Buxton  promptly  filed 
an  answer  (which  must  have  been  conclusive,  as  no  more 
is  heard  of  the  matter)  that  the  church  "is  impropriate, 
and  discharged  from  any  procuration  pension  or  other  duty." 
By  his  will,  dated  in  160Z,  Mr.  Buxton  leaves  as  a  personal 
legacy  to  Mr.  Robert  Wolph,  who  appears  to  have  been  then 
his  "  minister  ''  at  Rushford,  such  small  tithes  and  other  pay- 
ments as  he  has  usually  given  him  for  his  services,  "  so  long 
as  he  shall  behave  himself  seemly  therein."  And  although 
there  are  references  thenceforth,  from  time  to  time,  of 
payments  made  to  a  "minister  at  Rushford,"  there  are  no 
memoranda  of  any  regular  appointments  of  ministers,  or  of 
"  donations,"  as  of  a  donative,  to  any  particular  person. 

This  sinf^ular  state  of  things  seems  to  have  been  accepted, 
witliout  question,  by  everyone  concerned.  The  church 
services  have  been  apparently  regularly  performed  without 
interruption,  for  tliere  is  a  very  perfect  register  of  baptisms, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  from  1586  downwards,  preserved 
among  these  Buxton   MSS.^      But  I  can  find  no  trace  of 

*  T  cannot  find  that  copies  of  these  registers  have  ever  been  sent  to  the 
Bishop's  registry,  as  tlie  canon  requires  that  all  parochial  registers  shall  bo 
sent.  There  is  nowhere  in  the  book  itself  the  usual  memorandum  of  such 
transmission;  at  the  same  time  this  register  proves  abundantly  that  at  tho 
date  of  the  ^larriage  Act  (20  CJeo.  II.  c.  33)  marriages  had  been  for  one  hundred 
and  seventy  years  continuously  celebrated  in  this  church,  and  therefore,  aa 
seems  to  have  been  decided  by  tho  courts  in  Ttiuuton  v.  Wyborn^  there  is 
no  (piestion  of  the  legality  of  marriages  here  celebrated,  though  it  is  but 
a  building  of  private  freehold. 


episcopal  interference  or  auperviBion,  either  in  the  form  of 
license  to  preachers  or  otlierwiso  in  respect  of  the  church 
and  its  services.  The  entire  core  uiid  iibsohite  control  of  the 
church,  wiih  its  services,  as  well  as  of  the  churchj'ard,  has 
been  exercised  hv  the  Buxton  family  from  their  earliest 
connection  with  the  place,  three  hundred  years  ago,  and  the 
whole  expense  of  the  services  and  their  maintenance  hus 
been  borne  by  them  from  generation  to  generation.  There 
have  never  been  any  churchwardens,  nor  any  rates  for 
Church  purposes.  Very  early  in  the  seventeenth  century, 
the  whole  extent  of  the  parish  on  the  "  Norfolk  aide  "  came,  by 
successive  purchases,  into  the  possession  of  the  Buxton 
family,  and  consequently  no  questions  of  tithes  or  of  eccle- 
Biastical  payments  in  respect  of  the  ancient  "  rectory " 
appear  in  any  papers  or  accounts  at  present  known.  And 
thus,  aa  the  whole  "  Suffolk  side  "  of  the  parish  south  of  the 
Ouse  has  been  always  tithe-free  {having  been  formerly  part 
of  the  "ancient"  property  of  the  Priory  of  Thetford),  it 
may  be  said  that  the  Rectory  of  Ruahford  haa  practically 
disappeared,  though,  as  a  "  nomlnis  umbra,"  it  has  occurred 
from  time  to  time  in  family  settlements  and  the  like,  aa 
appendant  to  the  manor — the  manor,  or  manors,  having  also, 
in  fact,  disappeared  with  the  merging  of  the  last  copyhold 
or  freehold  into  the  Buxton  estate.  I  am  not  qualified  to 
discuss  the  legal  questions  arising  out  of  these  conditions, 
ecclesiastically  considered,  even  if  it  fell  within  my  present 
limits  to  do  so.  I  apprehend  that  the  condition  of  the 
church  and  churchyard  remains  as  when,  by  the  grant  of 
Henry  VIII.,  the  College,  comprising  "  tot um  situm  fundum 
ambitum  circnitum  et  preciuctura  nuper  CoUegii  sive  Domua 
Sancti  Johaunta  Evangeliste  de  Rusworth  in  coin  nostro 
Horffi,  ao  ecclesiam  campanile  et  cimiterium  ejuadem  nuper 
collegii,"  passed  into  the  possession  of  the  Earl  of  Surrey, 
and  was  by  him  reduced  to  the  condition  in  which  Robert 
Buxton  found  it  forty  yenra  afterwards.     Beyond  this  point 
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I  catmot  enquire,  and  I  may  have  already  Bomewliat 
my  liberty  of  discussion  in  such  a  matter.  But  oa 
case  of  the  kind  is  known  to  me,  I  Lave  not  thought  it^^ 
to  omit  what  are  not  the  least  interoating  historical  me- 
morials of  this  most  interesting  place.  I  ought  to  add  that 
the  Order  in  Council  in  1851,  annexing  IJushford  and  Shad- 
well  to  the  Rectory  of  Brettenham,  so  i'ar  altered  the 
conditions  as  to  render  the  Rector  of  Brettenhnm  thenceforth 
responsible  for  the  "cura  animarum"  of  Rushford  and 
Shiidwell.  But  this  does  not  seem  to  alter  the  status  of  the 
church  and  churchyard,  which  are,  as  I  have  already  said, 
part  of  the  College  estate  belonging  to  Sir  Robert  Buxton, 
the  successor  In  title  of  the  original  grantee. 


I 


Note  II. — Present  Aspect  of  the  College  Buildingt. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that,  except  the  four  doorways  opening 
into  the  quadrangle,  no  openings  of  windows  or  otherwiBe 
existed  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  remaining  College 
buildings.  All  the  present  ground-floor  windows  seen  in  the 
view,  with  the  porch,  front  door,  and  chimney  on  the  north 
side  of  the  house,  are  modern  insertions  of  the  architect 
employed  to  re-model  the  College  for  its  present  purpose. 
Tlie  floors  which  divide  the  great  hall  into  storeys  are  pretty- 
much  as  (I  suppose)  Robert  Buxton  placed  thom  when  he 
made  a  farm-houso  of  the  remains  of  the  buildings,  and  to 
the  same  date  belong  tho  roofs  throughout  the  house.  The 
moulded  oak  ceiling  of  the  present  drawing-room  is  ortgiiial, 
but  has  been  raised  about  a  foot.  Upon  the  oaken  floor 
above  this  ceiling  was  a  large  dark  stain,  about  2  ft.  in 
diameter,  which  had  been  heavily  scored  across  and  across 
with  some  red-hot  instrument,  and  of  which  a  gruesome  tale 
of  hlood  was  told  to  ine  by  an  old  woman  who  was  living  in 
the  parish  when  I  first  came  to  Ku^hford,  and  who,  as  a 
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Berrant  in  the  house  sixty  years  eince,  had  often  hod  to 
scrub  the  floor  in  question.  But,  lest  theso  horrors  should 
affect  the  minds  of  uny  who  may  read  these  lines,  I  pray 
them  to  compose  themselves.  The  floor  in  question  has  been 
replaced  by  the  commonplace  deal  boards  of  the  present  upper 
floor,  when  the  ceiling  of  the  drawing-room  was  raised 
nearly  forty  years  ago,  and  the  tale  of  woe  may  rest  with 
the  good  old  lady  who  was  probably  its  latest  narrator. 


CALENDAR  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  CHARTERS  AND 
RECORDS  RELATING  TO  RUSH  WORTH. 


A  /(IP  0/  Me  Btatim  MSS.  a/  ipieial  inttrat.  Hot  dirtdly  rilatinj  to 
SmJitcorth,  art  inclMded  htrticiCh. 


(1.)  1120.  Charter  of  Murielda  de  Valens,  widow  of 
Eughebert  de  Montchensi,  conveying  to  the  monks  of 
Cliini  in  Tedford  all  the  lands  in  Rixowurda  which  she  had 
in  her  marriage,  her  son  William  and  her  brother  Roger 
consenting  thereto.  No  date,  c.  1120;  seal  gone. — Buxton 
MSS.  1. 

(2.)     1252.     Calend.  Rotiil.  Chartanm,  37lh  Henri,  III.— 

Williia  de  Lirlinge 

Lirling 

FuldoD 


Libera  warenn,  Norfolc. 
PagravG 


Neuton  libera  warrenn,  Cantabr. 
(3.)     Testa  de  Nevill,  fml.   Com.   Warenn.— "Wi^  de  Lir- 
linge tercia  pte  feodi  mil  in  Rischeworthe  de  eod,     Witt  de 
Lirlinge  tercia  pti:  feodi  milit  in  Lirlinge  de  eod. 
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(4.)  1271.  Extent  roll  of  manor  of  Ruahwortli 
Suffolk ;  endorsed  by  Robert  Buxton  (c.  1598)  "  This  I  | 
receuyed  of  Mr.  Matholde  his  sonne  that  was  of  late  of  I 
RuBswrth."  Duted,  not  by  the  year  of  the  reign  but  in  full, 
"  Die  veiiis  ps  post  fin  Sci  Ambroeii  Epi  anno  dBi  millimo 
cc™"  septiiagesimo  piho,"  This  roll  is  much  referred  to  in 
the  sale  of  the  College  lands  to  Robert  Buxton,  sixteenth 
and  seventeenth  centuries. — Buxton  MSS.  34. 


(5.)  1274.  Bol.  Hiuidred.  3rd  Edward  I.,  Suttdred  d« 
Qeldecroa.  Diia  de  Ruseworthe  het  warrennam  apud  Ruse- 
worthe  p  carta  ejdm  dhi  Reg, 

(6.)     1280.     "William  de  Lirlig,  fit  Gilbert  de  Lirlig,"  to 
"Hugh,  fit  Galfrid  Warin."    One  acre  of  land  in  Russewrthe  I 
and  remission  of  sixpence  annual  rent  of  his  messuage  in 
Rnasewf the ;  to  find  annually  two  waxlights,  of  two  pounds  1 
weight,  for  the  altar  of  St,  John  Baptist,  in  the  cbapcl  of  St.  | 
John  Baptist  of  Russewrthe.      Abuttals  of  land  :  Sir  Warin  I 
de   Baasigburne,  "John  fil   Gilbert  de   Lirlig,"     Jfo  dat«^ 
c.  1280;  seal  gone.— /fitrf.  9. 

(7.)     1280.     Matilda,  fit  "WiH  fit  John  de  SchadeweUe. 
to   Ralph  her   son.      Sells  with  full  power  of  assignment;  ] 
"  domo    rcligiois    excepts,"     the    messuage    formerly    her  \ 
father's,  in  Schadewell,  with  seven  acres  and  a  half  of  land,  1 
for  forty  silver  shillings  in  hand  and  "uS  par  cirothecarum" 
annual  rent.     No  date,  c.  1280;  seal  of  arms  (see  plate). — 
Ibid.  26. 

(8.)  1286.  Ralph  le  Noreys  of  Sbadewelle  to  Sir  ] 
William  de  Bello  Fago,  "  rectori  eoce  de  Russewrthe  et  i 
capelle  SCi  Johis  Baptiste  de  Russeworthe  et  successoribus  io  j 
dca  capella."  Five  acres,  arable,  in  Russeworthe.  Wit-  j 
nesses:  Sir  Thomas  de  Hakeford,  mit;  Sir  William  del 
Crugetorp,   mit;     Nicholas    de    Bello    Fago,    Simon    "de  \ 
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fumilia  Wareni  de  Lirling,"  Williai 
de  eadem,  Peter  de  Redlesworth. 
December,  126G.—Baxlon  MSS.  43. 


1  de  Gatestorp,  Robert 
Dated   at   Herlingo, 


(9.)  1290.  Walter  de  Feltewelle.  rector  of  the  churcb 
of  St.  Etheldred  in  Thetford,  to  John,  "fii  Agnes  de 
Santon."  Messuage,  thirty  acres  of  land,  weir,  and  separate 
"bruarium"  in  South  Ruasewrthe,  bought  from  Dnus 
William  de  Wenling.     No  date,  e.  1290.— /i/rf.  37. 

(10.)  1290.  Original  copy  on  Tellum  of  four  early 
charterB.     No  date,  c.  1290.— Ibid.  43. 

1.  Robert,    "cleric    de    Shadewell,"    to    "Gilbert    filiua 
Land  in  Russeworth,  held  of  "Sarra  qndm  uxor 

Petri  fit  Reginald  de  Schudewell." 

2.  Robert,  "  cleric  de  Shadewelle,"  to  Petronilla,  "  filia 
Gilbert  de  Lerling,  soror  mea."  Acre  of  land  in  Russe- 
wortlie.  Abuttals:  "Alexander,  fit  eidem  Robert,"  "Dna 
William  de  Lirlinge." 

3,  Robert,  "cleric  de  Shadewelle,"  to  John,  "  fit  Gilbert 
'  de  Lerling,  fri  meo."     Two  acrea  of  laud  iD  Ruaseworthe. 

Abuttals:  Peter,  fit  Hugo  de  Shadewelle;  " Dns  Witt,  milif, 
do  Lerling";  Petronilla,  "anacorita  de  Russeworth." 

4,  William  de  Carleton  and  "  Orfranna  ux'  ej',"  and 
Sarra,  "qQdiii  uxor  Petri  de  Bretbenham,"  to  Walter,  fii 
Anselm,  Toft,  with  fishery,  and  an  acre  and  a  half  of  land 
in  Russeworthe. 

(IL)  1293.  Bond  given  by  Peter  Schyre  of  Bern- 
ham  to  Vincentiua,  Prior  of  St,  Mary's  of  Teford,  upon 
license  given  to  marry  Isabella,  daughter  of  Reginald  Ic 
Newman,  "  nativa  "  of  said  prior  in  Eesseworthe,  that  upon 
failure  of  any  suits  or  services  due  by  said  Isabella,  tho 
prior  may  distrain  on  all  goods,  moveable  and  immoveable, 
of  said  Peter,  and  recoup  himself,  without  let  or  "calumpnia  " 
by  said  Peter  during  bis  life.     22nd  Edward  I. — Ibid.  54. 
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(12.)     1294.     William  de  Sadewelle,  rector  of  tlie  church  1 
of  Rushworth,  to  Peter,  fit  Walter  de  Brethenham.      Two  I 
acres    "  et  una   pecia   tre"    in   Kusseworth  and   Sadewelle 
field.       Bent    reserved,    two    pence    halfpenny    annually    to 
Ralph  le   Noreys  and   one  red   roae  annually   to   grantor. 
Dated  23rd  Edward  L—Buxlon  MSS.  55. 

(13.)  1295.  Queen's  Remembrancer  of  the  Exchequer,  P.R. 
A,  24"  Edicard  I.  "  Extente  et  appreciaciones  terrarum  et  ten 
bonorum  et  catallor,  alicgcnarum  laicorum  de  potestate  et 
amiciciEC  eorundcm  existent  facte  tarn  iu  comil  Norff.  quam 
Buff,  anno  regni  dni  Regis  Edwardi  vicesitno  quarto."  [A 
return  made  in  answer  to  a  writ  (annexed  to  the  roll)  aa  to 
the  property  of  lay  aubjecta  of  the  King  of  France  ....  in 
Norfolk  and  SnfFolk.] 

"  Schropham.  Wittus  de  Ouneuill  natua  de  potestate  reg 
Francie  comorana  in  Anglia  ht  quoddam  manerium  quod 
Tocatur  Lerling  et  valet  per  anil  in  omnibus  exitibua, 
IxixA.  iiijrf.  Idem  hf  ibidem  cat  que  appreciantur  ad 
vift.  viijrf. 

Laund.  Idem  Wittua  ht  unum  mesS  iiij"  acr  terre  et  ' 
prati  viij  solid  redd  cuatumaf  et  sijs.  redd  in  ffouldon  et  valet  ' 
p  anil  iiij^i*.  xviijs.  Idem  Wittus  hf  apud  PagHe  unum  mea  , 
et  1  acr  terre,  et  valet  p  anil  xls.  Et  idem  Wiftua  invcnit  | 
manuc  essendi  coram  vobis  ad  diem  in  bri  content. 
/  Petrum  atte  fen  de  Lerling, 
I  Johem  Reynald  de  eadem, 
I  Adam  de  Caltehill  de  eadem, 
^  Oabert  Haldeyn  de  eadem." 

(14).     1295  P     Norwich   Domesday,   N.D.      Risshewnrtlie  I 
Dna  Amicia  relicta  dnl  Williih  de  Lyrlinge  est  patrona, 

(15.)      1298.      Vincentiua,  prior,  and  convent  of  monks   ' 
of  St.   Mary   of  Thetford.      Charter   of    manumission    of 


I 


Videl 


IWilliam   atte   Fenne,   teD&nt    in    Tillenage   of   eiglity-ooe 

ae,  &c,  in  RuBseworthe,  with  his  sons  Richard,   Peter, 

Walter,  and  Peter,  and  his  daughters  Orfrauna,  Matilda, 

Avicia,  and  Letitia,  with  their  posterity  born  and  unborn.     To 

hold  said  eighty-one  acres,  &c.,  of  the  convent  at  the  fourth 

I  part  of  a  knight's  fee,  and  an  annual  payment  of  thirty-one 

ahjllings,  with  certain  additional  specified  services  of  tillage 

L  and  the  like.     All  reliefs  reserved.      Witnesaes:   Nicholas 

I  de  Cressingham,    "  tunc  eenescalt  pJce  dofii ;  "  Thomas  da 

I  Brethenhani,   Peter  de  Redlisworthe,  Nicholas    "  de  pto  de 

[  Hoppeton,"  Galfrid   de  Stanton,  Symon   de    Gysaelingham, 

I  John,  fit  Wi&  de  Berdcwelie;  Ralph  de  Berdewelle,  "John 

f  le   Espencer  de  eadem,  et  aliis."     Dated    Thetford,    March 

I  6th,  26  "Edwardi  fil'  Reaiy."— Buxton  MSS.  60\. 

(16.)     1298.     Roger  le  Bigod,  "  com  Norf  et  Marescatt," 

to    John    de    Newent.      Messuage   and    land    in    Ersham, 

held  by  William  Rail.     Rent  reserved,  "  una  sagitf  barfe 

annuatim."     26th  Edward  I.      Seal  of  arras  (see  plate.) — 

I  Ibid.  60. 

(17.)  1303.  Lib.  Inst.  Ep.  Noi-w.,  I.  12,  pr.  kal.  Jul. 
Riascheworlh.  Edmund  de  Lirling  "ad  proes  3ne  Matilde 
Lirling." 

(18.)     1305.     "John,  fit  John  de  Holbeche  de  Illigtone, 

I  jnnior,"  to  Galfrid  his  brother.     All  his  lands  given  by  his 

father,   John   de   Ilolbeche,   in   Brcthenham.      Witnesses : 

Dns  Nicholas  de   Gunvile,   Adam   de  Methwold,   Rob  his 

brother,    John    de    Illigtone,    Henry    de    Esthalle,    Simon 

I  de   Westgate.      Dated  lUigton,   34th    Edward    I.— Buxton 

\  XS8.  69. 

(19.)     1309.     John   de   Bek   of  Banham   to  Richard   le 
fforester  of  Ilerling.     Twenty  acres  of  land  in  Russeworthe. 
Abuttal  (among  others),   Dns  Nicholas  de  Gonevile.      3rd 
'  Edward  IL— Ibid.  78. 
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(20.)  1309.  ''Adam,  fit  John  Peohe  de  BossewfUi^ 
to  ''  Edmundy  fit  Wi&  de  BrethenlianL"  Capital  messuage, 
''qndam  Bofiti  Peche  de  Boswrthe  in  TiUa  de  Boawfthe/' 
with  all  services  '*  tam  libdrom  hominum  q&  yillanonun  cum 
yiUanis  viUenagiis,''  and  all  other  property  to  said  messuage 
pertaining.  Witnesses:  DBs  Nicholas  de  Gkmevyl,  mit, 
William  de  Hakeford,  Wi9  fil  Walter  de  Breihmham, 
Wis  de  le  fen  de  Buswrthe,  John  le  Swyre  de  Ghurboldsham, 
Peter  de  Thelnythffi,  Nicholas  de  Trous,  John  fit  Benedict! 
de  Thefford,  Peter  de  Bedliswrthe,  John  de  Brokedich, 
Boger  Oyldenesleve,  Beginald  Wotte  de  Buswortha  Dated, 
Boswrthe,  2nd  Edward  II.  [By  this  charter  the  site  of  the 
manor-house  of  Oldhall,  on  which  the  College  was  afterwards 
built,  passed  from  the  Pecche  fSunily.] — Bawhn  M8S.  75. 

(21.)  1310.  Bichard  le  £brester  of  H^lingg  to  Sir 
Nicholas  de  Oonyile,  Knight.  Lease  for  seven  years  of  all 
his  lands  in  Buschewortha  Bent  reserved.  ''  Yiginti  tria 
qrtia  et  duos  bussellos  ordei  pur  blad  bene  mundati  et  de 
mensura  Thefordie/'  annually,  by  two  equal  payments,  Ac. 
On  failure  of  payment,  right  of  distraint  reserved  over  all 
lessee's  lands  in  Russeworthe.     4th  Edward  II. — Ibid,  84. 

(22.)  1315,  9th  Edward  TI.  Certificate  of  the  Lordships 
in  Norfolk.— ^r/r/.  MS.  901. 

"Lyrlinge.     Domini  ejusdem.  Nichus  de  Gonevyle 

Rob^tus  de  Welholme 
Bad  us  de  Bokenham. 

Brethenham.      Dni  ejusdem.  Alexander  de  Rothyng 

Wittmus  de  Brethenham 
Prior  de  Thefford 
Prior  de  Coxfford. 

Rushwortham  cum  '\  Nichus  de  Gonvyle 

Shareshill  et        r  Dni  ejusdem.    Pri9r  de  Thetforde 
Ridleworthe.  Johanna  de  Boune." 


(■33.)  1320.  Lib.  Itisiii.  EpUc.  JVow/c.  i.,  f.  876.  "Thol- 
ncthom."  "  Piiore  non  Decembr  anno  domini  mills 
ccc""*  viceaimo.  Dna  Eds  de  Gunevyle  presbyter  in 
pSona  Ade  de  Tyrington  rectoris  ecctie  de  HopetoTie 
pcuratoris  siu  in  hac  pte  legitimi  institutus  fuit  canonicc  in 
eCca  de  Thelnetliam  vacante  ad  pSentaranem  Johia  de  Thel- 
netham  veri  patroni  ciusdem  coctie  de  ThelnetLuin." 

(24.)  1320.  "Edmund  de  Gonevil,  pSona  eece  do  Risae- 
wrthe,"  to  Waiiam,  "  fit  Thomas  de  Brothenhiira."  Grant 
of  eleven  acres  of  land  in  Ruaabeworth,  held  "ox  dimiaaione 
Dili  Petri  de  Burgate,  militis,  et  que  quid  tre  adjudicate 
fuert  pdco  Petro  occasione  cuiusdam  slatuti  do  Acton  Burnell 
(I  debito  aexaginti  librarum  in  quib}  Johea  de  Bek,  pdco  dno 
Petro  tenebatur,"  Witnesaca  :  "Dna  Nichus  de  Goneuill  " 
and  otbera.  Dated  at  Bretbenham  "  iiij"  kaln  Febmaf 
aniiD  regni  Reg  Edwardi  (it  reg  Edwardi  tercio  decimo." 
Seal  of  arms  (see  plate.)— Bh3;^»  MSS.  95. 

(25.)  1320.  Lib.lH!ii.Ephc.Norwic.iA,8^.  Rusaeworthe. 
Certificate  of  sequestration  of  Rusaeworthe,  committed  to  Diis 
Thomaa,"rectori  ecctie  de  Bretbenham,  tertiokaliiffL'br,  1230." 

(26.)  1320.  Lib.  Inst.  Ephc.  Nonm.,  i.  I  88.  Ruase- 
worth.  "Prid.  id.  Mar."  William  de  Calthorp,  "acolitus," 
instituted  to  the  church  of  Busahewortbo.  Sir  Nicholas  de 
Gunevile,  Knt,,  patron. 

(27.)  1326.  Lib.  Imt.  Ephc.  Noncic.  b  10.  Rusae- 
worthe. "Quinto  id.  Octobf,  apud  Norvicum."  "Dnus 
Edma  de  Guneuiil"  instituted  to  the  church  of  Russeworthe, 
void  by  resignation  of  "  Diius  Williura  de  Calthorp." 
"  Dnua  Nichus  de  Guneuiil,  mit,"  patron. 

Thelnetham.  "Eisdem  die  loco  et  anno"  William  de 
Calthorp  instituted  to  the  church  of  Thelnetham,  void  by 
the  resignation  of  "  Dnua  Edms  de  Qonuile."  "  Dnus  Joh; 
de  Thelnetham,  Mit,"  patron. 
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(28.)     1330.     John  BroTtedys  de  Brethenliam  to  "  WillEa,  ' 
fit  Thomas  de  Brethenham."     Grant  of  "  gurgea  cum  c 
cuidam  batelli  eidem  gurgiti  ptneii  simul  cum  tota  pistaria  I 
una  in  Brethenham  que  quidem  extendit  se  a  ^taguo  pdci  j 
Witt  usque  ad  le  Bnrre  quod  eat  divisio  int  aqm  de  Brethen- 
ham et  aqin   de   Kiluerdiston."     Witnesses:  "Dno  Kicho 
de  Gonevile   et   aliis."      Dated   4th   Edirard  III. — Buxton 
JifSS.  109. 

(29.)  1331.  Gaol  delivery  at  Norwich.  "Robert  le 
Palfrayraan  of  Fouldon,  John,  son  of  Nicholas  de  Gun\-yle ; 
Balph  de  Caston,  William  de  Caston,  John  le  Bakstcre  de  i 
Merton,  and  Philip  de  Howardyn,  are  indicted  for  that  they  I 
on  Thursday  in  Easter  week,  5th  Edward  III.,  feloniously  I 
slew  John  Heyrun  of  Lingwodc,  in  the  village  of  Beghtoa.  J 
They  all  plead  benefit  of  clergy.  The  jury  find  Robert  le  1 
Palefrayman  and  William  de  Caston  guilty,  the  rest  not  I 
guilty." — £a8f  Anglian,  iii.  p.  151. 

(30.)     1333.     (Inquisitio  post  mortem,  7th  Edward  III., 
No.  25.)        "Nichus  de  Gonevile." 
"  Lirlyiigs  maner  ext." 
"Biawych  \  / 

Neuton     \  ferr  T,  ten!  |  Norff." 
Fouldon  )  ( 

(31.)     1333.     "Rex  cepit  fidelitatem  JoHs  de  Gonevili 
fit  et  her  NichT  de  Gonevile  de  maSio  de  Lirling  cum  plinT 
et  de  quibusdum  iris  ten  cum  ptin  in  Riseworth  de  beredel 
Thome  Bardulf  def  q,  et  ideo  1c,  (Norff.")— -4Mrec.  Rt^ialJ 
Origin..  7th  Edward  III. 

(33.)     1336.     John  de   Gonevile,   aoc   and   heir   of    Sir 
Kicholas  de   Gonevile,   Ent.,   to  "  Dnus  John    de    Derby, 
rector  eccUc   de   Bretheubam."      Grant  of  messuage  and^J 
land  in   Brethenham.      Dated    10th   Edward  III. — Suxtat^ 
aiSS.  121. 


(33.)  1336.  John  Pope  of  Russeworthe  to  Dns 
Edmund  de  Gonevile.  Grant  of  messuage  and  land  in 
Eusaeworthe  "  int  rectoriam  eiuedem  vitt  et  messuag  Alexi 
Thclyk  " ;  one  head  abutting  on  the  "  regia  via,"  and  the 
other  "  super  altam  ripam,"  (see  plan.)  Dated  10th  Edward 
I  m.— Buxton  MSS.  125. 

r  (34.)  1338.  John  de  Gonevill,  son  and  heir  of  "Dns 
Nicholas  de  Gonevill,  miles,"  to  Edmund  de  Gonevill  "  psona 
ecciie  de  Ru ash e worth e."  Grant  for  life  of  manor  and 
odvowson  of  Russhewortlie,  witli  all  rights  and  liberties,  &c. 
Bent  reserved,  "una  rosa,"  payable  on  the  day  of  the 
Nativity  of  St,  John  Baptist  Witnesses;  Sir  John  de  Fur- 
neaux,  Knight ;  Sir  Hugh  de  Bokenham,  Knight ;  William 
de  Brelhenham ;  and  others.  Seal  of  anus  (see  plate.) 
Dated  13th  Edward  111.— Ibid.  131. 

(35.)     1338.     William,   son   and    heir    of    Richard    de 

nling,  to  John,  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Nicholas  de  Gonevile, 

Knight.     Messuage  and  land  in  Russewortho,      Witnesses: 

Anselm  Mareschal,  Knight ;  John  Howard,  Knifrht ;  Galfrid 

de  Stanton,  William  de  Brethenham,  and    others.      Dated 

I  13th  Edward  III.— /6<V/.  133. 

(36.)      1340.      "Edmund    de    Goneville    dedit    duobua 

capellania    divina    in    ecclia    set    Johia  de   Rushworth  cele- 

I  braturis  uuum  mcssuag  cum  pertinen  ibm  et  advocuttoncm 

.  ecclie  eiuadem," — Cul.  Iiiquis.  ad  quod  damnum,  14th  Edward 

I  III.  No.  23. 

(37.)  1342.  John  do  Gonevill,  son  and  heir  of  Sir 
Nicholas  de  Gonvill,  Knight ;  to  Willinra  de  Gonevill,  "  psoiie 
ecclie  de  Thelvetham,"  and  John  de  Gonevill,  "  psoiia  ecclie 
de  Lerlingh."  Grant  of  all  his  lands  acquired  from  William 
de  Lirling  in  Russeworth,  "  Chadwello,"  and  Brythenham'; 
and  also  the  reversion  to  the  manor  of  Russcheworthe  held 
for  life    by  Edraond   de    Goneuill,   "  psona  eccliC  eni&dem 
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ville  " ;  and  also  the  reversion  to  manor  and  advowson  of' 
Lerlingh,  held  by  his  mother  Alicia  in  dower.  Witnessea : 
Sir  John  Howard,  Knight ;  Sir  Ansclm  de  Marahale,  Enight ;. 
Sir  John  de  Furneaux,  Knight ;  Thomas  de  Bardewelle,  and 
others.  Dated  at  Lerlingh,  July,  16ih  Edward  lU.- 
Buxton  MSS.  137. 

(38.)     1342,     Charter  of   foundation  and  statutes  of  the  ] 
College  of  St.  John  Evangelist  of  Kushworth.      Witnesses : 
Sir  John  Bardolff,  "  Dno  de  Wyrmynggey ;"  Sir  Robert  de  j 
Morleygh,  "  Mariscalt  Hibernie ; "  Sir  Conatantine  de  Mortuo  1 
Mari,  Sir  Anselm  de  Marescall,  Sir  John  Howard,  and  eight 
others.      Dated  at  Russclie worth,    "  pdie  kalend  Septembr 
anno  Dni  miitimo  ccc""  quadragesimo  secundo."     (For  a  full  i 
transcript  and  account  of  this  instrument,  the  original  of  1 
which  is  not  known  to  be  extant,  see  Oiiguial  Papers  of  thB  ! 
Norfolk  and  Norwich  Archwological  Society,  vol.  x.  p.  50.) 

(39.)  1342.  [Charter  of  impropriation  of  the  church  and 
rectory  of  Rushworth  to  the  College.]  This  has  not  been 
found  ;  but  it  is  referred  to  in  Tanner's  MS.,  in  the  Episcopal 
Registry  atNorwich.  After  his  note  on  Qonvile's  institution 
to  Rushworth  in  1326,  quoted  above,  be  adds,  "  Fundato  per 
dcum  Edmundura  collegio  septtm  sacerdotum  secularium 
divina  celobraturorum  pro  animabua  ipsius  autecessortim  et 
successorum  euonim  in  capella  infra  mansum  Reetorife  et  in 
ecctia  parochiali  Antonius  epua  Norwic  ad  petittonem  ejus 
ecctiam  parochialem  p  reaignationem  dci  Edm""  vacantera 
appropriavit  custodi  et  fratribus  salvia  primo  fructibua 
annua  pcnsione  4  solid.,  8  Octobr,  1342.  Transcrip  approp 
sub  sigillo."  Dr.  Tanner  must  therefore  have  seen  at  least 
a  copy  of  the  appropriation,  but  no  such  copy  appears  now 
in  the  registry.  He  may  even  have  seen  the  original,  with 
the  seal  appended,  whicli,  as  I  have  before  noted,  is  not 
known  to  exist.  It  is  observable  that  he  speaks  of 
secular  priests  of  the  College.    Tlie  foundation  only  provides 
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1  for  fipe;  but  it  appeorB  above  (No.  36)  that  there  Lad  been  a 
previous  fouudtttion  of  a  cliantry  by  Edmuud  do  Gonevile, 
with  two  chupIaioB,  who  were  probably  somehow  incorporated 
with  his  subsequent  foundation. 


(40.)  1342.  "Johannes  Fowl,  custos  collegii  Sci  Jo- 
hannes Euangeliste  de  Rushworthe  et  conf'ratres  ejusdem, 
&0."  Recites  letters  of  Biahop  of  Norwich,  dated  8th 
October,  from  South  Elmham,  appropriating  the  rectory 
of  Rushworth  to  the  College,  and  accepts  conditions  thereof. 
The  letter  recited  speaks  of  "  collegium  septem  sacerdotum 
secularium."  Dated  Rushworth,  October  12th,  mcccxui. — 
Bodleian  Charters,  No.  425. 

(41.)  1343.  Institution  of  Edmund  de  Gtimville  to  the 
parish  church  and  chapel  of  Tyrington,  by  his  proxy  "  Diia 
Johes  Fowl  de  Godwyk,  capellanus,"  at  Heveuingbum,  Jan. 
20th,  1342(-3.)— ii6.  Imt  EpUc.  Noncie.  i. 

(42.)  1344.  Isabella,  widow  of  John  Pope,  late  of 
Russcheworthe,  to  Edmond  do  Goneuill,  "psona  Ecctie  de 
Tyrington."  Quitclaim  to  raeaauage  and  land,  lying  between 
messuage  of  Alex,  Thelyk  on  the  east  and  the  rectory  and 
chiirch  of  St.  John  Evangelist  on  the  west  (see  plan.) — Buxton 
MSS.  140. 

(43.)  1344.  Robert,  eon  and  heir  of  Alexander  Thelyk, 
to  Dna  Philip  (sic)  Powel  de  Godewyk,  William  le  Wiythe 
de  Griston,  Thomas  le  Mey  de  Wacton,  and  Nicholas  de 
Wylwys  de  Est  AVrotham.  Grant  of  messuage  lying 
between  that  of  the  late  John  Pope  on  the  west  and  the 
"  regia  via  "  on  the  east,  and  abutting  on  the  river  bank  on 
the  south  and  the  "regia  via"  on  the  north  (see  plan.) — 
Ibid.  141. 

(44.)  1348.  "Edus  de  Gonevile,  psona  ecclie  de  Tyring- 
ton, fine  fecit  cum  Rege  p  viginti  marcas  p  lie  heud  qd  ipe 
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adyocaoonS  ecolie  de  heidjBg  dare  posset  et  Basigaixe  niftgib 
et  capellanifl  coUegii  Sci  Jdib  Eyangeliste  de  lUiahewordie 
hend  IV—Abbt^ev.  Roiul.  Origm.,  22ttd  Edwazd  HI.,  Bo.  4& 

(45.)  1349.  Edmond  de  Gk>neaill,  "psona  eodie  de 
Tyrington,"  to  John  de  Ooneuilly  "psona  eoctle  de  Lerling^." 
Power  of  attorney  to  give  seiBin  of  advowson  of  Lerling 
to  the  Master  and  Chaplains  of  the  College  of  Si  John 
Evangelist  of  *' Bnsohf ord.'' ^  Dated  23rd  Edward  III.— 
Buxton  MSS.U9. 

(46.)  1849,  November  18th.  WiUiamdeGriston/'phfr," 
instituted  ''eoclie  pdohiali  de  Lirlyng."  ''Custos,  et  oon- 
fratres"  of  St  John  Evangelist  College  of  Bushworth,  patrons. 

<47.)  1349,  Notr^mber  8th.  Nicholas  de  Wrotham,  pbtr, 
**  collegii  Sci  Johis  Bvang^liste  de  Boshworthe  confrater/' 
instituted  ''custos"  of  the  College,  vacant  by  the  resignation 
''Dni  Johis  Oodwyk,"  on  the  presentation  ^'DBi  Edffii 
Goneuile  dci  coHegii  patroni." — Lib.  Inst.  Ep.  Norwie, 

(48.)  1350.  Agnes,  fit  John  de  Scadewelle,  to  Edmond 
de  Gonvile,  "  rector  eccfie  de  Teryngtone."  Gh-ant  of  acre 
of  land  in  Schadewelle  field.  "  Dal  apd  Russheworthe  die 
sabati  in  festo  Sci  Cutberti  EpT  et  confessor  anno  regni  Reg 
Edward  tercii  a  conqstu  vicesimo  quarto."  (Endorsed 
"  Thorpweys.  Gunuile  rector  de  terygtone  daf  collegio.") — 
Buxtan  M8&,  154.  [This  is  the  last  existing  record  of 
Edmund  de  Gunvile  which  is  known  to  me.  His  will  has 
not  been  found,  though  careful  search  was  made  for  it  by  the 
late  Mr.  Lamb,  a  former  Fellow  of  Gonvile  and  Caius 
College ;  and  without  the  probate  of  Gonvile's  will  the  exact 
date  of  his  death  can  scarcely  be  determined.  But  it  must 
have  occurred  between  the  date  of  this  charter  in  the  Buxton 
MSB.  and  that  of  the  institution  of  Loringe  to  Terrington.] 

^  Tho  only  instance  I  have  found  of  this  spelling  before  the  dissolution  of 
the  College. 
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(490  1351,  IStlu  October.  "Magr  Thomas  Lorynge, 
pb?r,"  instituted,  &c.,  "in  ecctia  poch  de  Tyrington  vacante." 
Thomas,  Bishop  of  Ely,  patron. 

(50.)  1351,  16th  November.  "Hugo  Herbert,  capelliis  et 
confrater  collegii,  Ic,"  instituted  "ad  custodiam  de  Rush- 
worth,"  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Dns  Nichus  de 
Wrotham.  "  Dns  John  de  Goneuile,  rector  ecctie  de  Est- 
herling,  et  Edmund  frater  ejus,"  patrons. 

(51.)  1353.  "William  de  Lerling  de  Elveden;  Johanni 
de  Gonevile,  psone  ecctie  de  Estharlinge,  Magistro  Willfh 
de  Hedisete,  Johanni  de  Harlyngge,  et  Edmundo  filio  dfii 
Nicholai  de  Gonevil,  militis."  Grant  of  all  his  lands  in 
Elveden  "  tenend  de  cap  dom  feodorum."  Dated  27th 
Edward  III.— Brit.  Mua.  Add:  Charters,  14989. 

(52.)  1354.  Edmund  de  Welholm,  "  capilus  ;  "  Robert 
de  Yelverton,  and  Nichs  Ridel,  to  John  de  Sekford,  "miles"; 
William  de  Rothyng,  "  psona  de  Westlierling  ;  "  James  de 
Wrotham,  and  Henry  de  Rothyng.  Grant  of  lands  in 
Brethenham  and  Russcheworthe,  held  by  feoffment  of  John 
de  Gonuile,  "psona  de  Estherling,"  "cum  pistariis  cu  gurgito 

et  nauigio  cuiusdam  batelli  ad m  pistar  p¥e."     Dated 

28th  Edward  III.— Buxton  MS 8.,  165. 

(53.)  1354,  21st  June.  "Thomas  de  Wottone,  pbtr, 
domus  sive  collegii  Sci  Johis  de  Russhworthe,"  instituted 
"  custodem  dci  colleg,"  vacant  by  the  death  of  Hugo  Herbert, 
"ad  pSentaconem  Dni  Johis  de  Goneuile,  rector  ecctie  de 
Estherling,  et  Edi  de  Goneuill  fris  ejus,  patronorum." 

(54.)  1355.  John  de  Goneuile  and  Edmund  de  Goneuile, 
"Magro  Walter  de  Stanes  de  Elueden,  et  Dno  Rogero  de 
Stanes  de  Elueden."  Grant  of  all  lands,  &c.,  in  Elveden, 
held  "  ex  feofamento  Witto  de  Lerling,"  with  all  rights,  &c. 
Dated  29th  Edward  III.      [The  Gonvile  seal  to  this  charter 
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is  much  defaced,  but  it  bears  clearly  "a  dieveron  between  1 
two     couplecloses    indented."] — Brit.    Mu3.    Add.    Chart., 
15746. 

(55.)  1358.  John  de  TTfford,  chivaler.  William  de 
Wychingham,  Julian  de  Cuucndishe,  and  Jofaan  de  Gonuille, 
clcike.  Power  of  attorney  to  Johan  Stannge  and  others  to 
deliver  seiain  to  Dame  Maria,  widow  of  "Seign  Esmon  de 
Pahenhara  "  of  the  manor  of  Walaham.  Norm  an- French. 
Dated  32nd  Edward  III.  [The  Gonvile  seal  to  this  charter 
is  in  good  order,  bearing  "on  a  bend  three  escallops,  over 
all  a  label  of  three  points."]— Br iV.  Mus.  Add.  Chart.  15747.      , 

(56,)  1358.  Isabella  Howlyn,  "  quoni  ux.  Johis  Bren- 
newaf  de  Ncketon,"  to  William  de  Griston,  "  paona  do 
lerling,"  Thomas  le  Mey  de  Caaton,  Nicbolaa  atte  Wilwes 
de  Est  Wrotham,  Richard  Faukes  de  Kerbrok,  and  Peter 
fiVost  de  Asscheley,  "capllis."  Grant  of  messuage,  curtilage, 
and  five  and  a  half  acres  in  Hussche worth e.  Dated  32nd 
Edward  III.— S«a^t>»  MSS.  181. 

(57.)  1360.  "Statuta  et  ordinationes  pro  guberaatione 
ecclesie  collegiate  de  Ruahworth  in  agro  Norfolciensi  per 
Thomam  Norviccnsera  Episcopum  stubilita  "  ("ex  registro 
principali  domiui  Cantuuf  Archiepiscopi,  Islip,  f.  1636,") 
For  the  full  transcript  of  these  statutes  see  Jhigdale'a 
Monastieon,  viii.  1386;  and,  for  remarks  on  them,  see  Original 
Papers  of  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Arch<eologiail  Society, 
vol,  X.  p.  50. 

(58.)  1361.  John  de  Wykea  de  Berdewelle  to  Thomas 
le  Mey  de  Caaton,  William  Tillea  de  Ilopeton,  William  de 
Griston,  and  Peter  Frost,  "clici."  Ilomage  and  service  of 
Thomas  de  Stanton,  and  eight  shillings  of  rent  in  Gnatesbalc, 
with  the  advowson  of  the  church  thereof.  Dated  Gnateshale, 
25th  Edward  III.  Seal  of  aims  (see  plate.) — Biixfon  MSS., 
187. 
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(59.)  1364.  Nicholas  Rydel  to  Jotn  Sekford,  Knight ; 
William  de  Rotteyng,  "paona  de  Westherliug,"  James  de 
"Wrotham,  and  Henry  de  Rothj-ng,  All  his  lands,  fishery, 
wear,  and  boat  rights  in  Brethenham,  near  Theford.  Dated 
Norwich,  38th  Edward  111.— Buxlon  MSS.  197. 

(60.)  1364,  2nd  March.  Thomas  Heyward  de  Ryking- 
hale  ecclie  Collegiate  de  Rush  worth  e  confraf  pbtf  ad 
cuBtodium  sen  regimen  dee  ecclie  collegiate  plibara  resig- 
naconem  seu  cessionem  diii  Thome  de  Wattono  ultimi 
cuatodis  ejusdera  vacnntis  p  confrea  due  ecclit  de  couHcuaii 
Edi  Gonevile  patroni  pee  ecclie  juxta  furmatn  fundarois 
et  customucois  dci  collen;ii  rite  et  canouice  iustitutus  est 
1c,  Edmund  Gonuile,  patron. — Ins/.  Episc.  Norii-ic.  Reg. 
[I  have  given  this  extract  more  at  length  than  will  be 
necesBury  to  do  in  like  extracts  hereafter,  in  order  to  shew 
the  general  form  in  which  the  institutions  wore  recorded 
from  this  date  onwards.] 

(61,)  1365.  John  Grafham,  "  rector  ecclie  de  Quidenhfn," 
to  John  Palmer  smyth  de  Bemeham,  Gilbert  Roger  "  de 
eadem,"  and  Peter  Horsheye,  "de  eadem,  suCdoti."  Piece 
of  land  ("pecia  terre ")  in  Sadewell,  near  that  "magri 
eacerdotii  de  Reysheworthe.  Dated  39th  Edward  III. — 
Buxton  MSS.  201. 

(63.)  1365.  Robert  do  Lesyngham  and  Sibilla  his 
wife  to  Edmund  Qoneville,  Ralph  de  Walsham,  Thomas 
Heyward,  "  capttan,"  and  Peter  Frost,  "  capttaii,"  by 
Thomas  Ewell,  their  attorney.  "Finalis  concordia,"  &c., 
in  respect  of  two  messuages,  sixty  acres  of  land,  and  one 
foldcourse  in  Russcheworthe.  Twenty  silver  marks  in 
payment.  Dated  Weatminster,  39th  Edward  III. — Feet  of 
Mnes,  Norfolk,  Edward  III.,  No.  1225. 

(63.)  1369.  Edmond  de  Goneuill,  son  and  heir  of  John 
de   Goneuill,   to   Thomas    Heyward,   William   de  Griston, 
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William  de  Sclielton,  Peter  SroBt,  Thomas  Dawe» ''  eteric/' 
Balph  de  Walsham,  and  James  de  Wrotham.  Quit  daim  to 
messuage  called  **  Pecches''  and  lands  adjoining  in  ''  vile  de 
Busscheworthe/'  lying  between  the  road  to  TheSord  and  the 
river,  and  abutting  on  tenements  of  Abbot  of  Waltham  on 
one  side,  and  common  way  called  Pecches  entry  on  the 
other  side.  [This  describes  exactly  the  whole  site  of  the 
College  as  it  stands  now,  as  well  the  site  of  the  church  and 
churchyard,  as  the  lands  bought  from  Pope  and  Thelyk  in 
1336  and  1367.  (See  plan.)  It  should  seem  that  some 
question  of  title  to  the  house  and  adjoining  property  con- 
veyed to  the  College  by  its  founder  had  arisen.  Most  of 
this  property  he  had  acquired  from  his  brother.  Sir  Nicholas, 
or  from  his  nephew,  John;  and  this  charter  of  Edmond, 
who  was  heir-at-law  of  the  founder  as  well  as  of  Sir  Nicholas 
and  of  his  son  and  heir,  John,  was  intended  to  remove  all 
doubts  on  the  point.]  Dated  43rd  Edward  III. — Buxton 
M8S.  204. 


(64.)  1371,  21st  January.  l)ns  Thomas  le  Mey  in- 
stituted "ad  custodiam,  Ic,  ecclie  collegiate  de  Rushworthe," 
vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Diis  Thomas  Hey  ward. 

(65.)  1374,  19th  July.  Dns  Robert  de  Asschele  in- 
stituted "  ad  custodiam  Ic,  ecclie  collegiate  de  Rushworth, 
vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Dris  Thomas  le  Mey." 

(66.)  1376, 10th  October.  Robert  de  Wrotham  instituted 
ad  custodiam,  '^c,  ecclie  collegiate  de  Russcheworthe." — 
Inst.  jEpis,  Norwic.  Reg. 

(67.)  1375.  John  Jerdan,  "psona  ecclie  de  Quiden- 
ham,'*  to  Robert  de  Asschele,  Peter  Frost,  Peter  de  Griston, 
"  capitis  " ;  and  the  Brethren  of  the  College  of  Saint  John 
Evangelist  of  Rusheworthe.  All  his  lands,  &c.,  in  town  and 
field  of  Rusheworthe.  Dated  49th  Edward  III.  Seal  of 
arms  (see.plate.) — Buxton  MSS.  211. 


■  (68,)  1377.  Robert  de  Botesford,  James  de  Brethenliam, 
Btobert  Benbras,  "  capttus,"  RichHrd  Parya,  JoKn  Purri, 
Rohn  de  Benhale,  and  Thomas  Fuller e  de  Shadewelle, 
Hiamlette  de  Iliisschwarthe ;  to  Robert  de  Wrotham,  John 
^Paconn,  Peter  Froet,  "cliciis,"  Peter  de  Griston  "capttus," 
Dhomas  atte  Oke,  and  John  Gerard  de  Groundiaburgh.  All 
^Bnda  and  tenements,  &d.,  held  by  Robert  de  Welholm,  as 
be  poseessed  them  on  the  day  of  a  certain  feoffment  made  by 
^im  to  John  de  Goneuill,  "cHcuB."  Dated  dlst  Edward 
fpl.—Baxlon  MSS.  214. 

m  (69.)  1381,  ult.  October.  Robert  Carter  de  Asschele, 
Bbtr,  inBtituted  "ad  custodiam,  1c,  ecclie  collegiate  de 
^Bosh  worth." 

M   (70.)     1385,   25th   February.       Dna   Alexander  Thelyk 

Hfistituted  "  ad  custodiam,  Ic,  de  Rushworth." 

H   (71.)     1385.     License  in  mortmain  (in   consideration  of 

Bivelve  pounds  paid  by  the  Master  and  College  of  Rushworth) 

*to  Peter  Frost,  Robert  Aischeley,  Thomas  Smethesson,  and 

Thomas   Fullere,  to  convey  to  the  College  "unum  raessua- 

gium,    unura    carucatam    terra},   sex  agin  ta    acras    pasture, 

qoatuor  aolidataa  reddi?,  et  redditum  uuius  libi'tc  cimini,  cum 

pertiii   in   Elvedeno";   and    to    Roger   Corvewayle,   Adam 

Foxle,   and   Thomas   Bray,  to  convey  two  mesauagos,  one 

corucate  of  land,  sixty  acres  of  pasture,  and  rents  of  four 

ahillinga  in  the  same  town;   and  to  the  same  Peter  Froat 

md  Thomas  Fuller,  I-o  couvey  three  tofta  and  eighty  acres 

[  land  in  Russcheworthe ;  and  to  Robert  Wortham,  John 

Benhale,  and  Thomas  Fullere,  to  convey  a  toft  and  sixty  acres 

of  land  in  Brethenham  not  held  of  the  King,  and  worth 

26s.  8rf.  per  annum,  as  by  inquisition  lately  held,  &c.     "  Teste 

reg  apud  Weatmonast  xxv°  Januarii"  (13th  Richard  II.) — 

H^>u£r(/.  Moiuut. 

H_  (72.)  1381-90-91.  Charters  conveying  the  manor  of 
^Blvedeu  and  other  lands  there  to  the  College. — Achl.  C/inrl. 
^mtrit.  MuB.  15749,  15750,  15791. 


(73.)  Inquisition  before  John  "Wyntr,  King's  escheat-or 
at  Norwich,  and  jury,  &c.,  whether  the  King  may  without 
damage  grant  license  of  ulienation  to  Thomas  Fullere  of 
one  canicate  of  land  and  moiety  of  messuage  in  Rusbworthe 
■  to  the  Master  and  chaplains,  "cujusdara  cantarie  in  ecciia  de 
Rushworth."  Raid  premises  are  held  of  Sir  John  Ilarlingg, 
Knt.,  at  rent  of  Us.  ;  and  by  him  of  Edmund  Gonvile  and 
Prior  of  monks  at  Theflford ;  and  by  them  of  Earl  of  March ; 
and  by  him  of  the  King  in  capite.  Premises  of  value  beyond 
7s.  Said  Thomas  has  lands  in  Rushworth  held  of  the  Abbot 
of  Bury,  value  beyond  all  outgoings  100s.,  enough  to  pay 
all  aids,  talliages,  &c.,  and  Thomas  and  Edward  Lakynhith 
may  be  assessed  for  the  lands  now  to  be  demised.  Bated 
16th  June,  15th  Richard  U.—Bu^cloit  MS8.  258. 
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(74.)     William  Berdewelle,  Knt.,  John  Methwold,  Robert  | 
Asschele,     "cleric,"    William    Wyld,     "cleric,"     Thomaa   , 
Bosvilo,  "clerii;,"  Thomas  Riihale,  "cleric,"  John  Draper, 
Thomas  Walter,  Thomas  Bray,  and  Thomas  Yongman,  to  I 
Thomas  Fullere  of  Rushworthe.     Grant  of  certain  lands  in   i 
Brethenham  and  Rushworthe,  conveyed  to  them  by  Oliver 
de  Brokedych    of   AVymondham,    17th  Richard  II. — Ibid. 
267. 

(75.)     1393.     Thomas  Fidlere  of  Russeworthe  to  Alex- 
ander, Master  of   tho   College  of  St.   John   Evangelist   of  | 
Rushworth  "et  confratribus  eiusdem  coUeg."     For  the  good  [ 
of  his  soul  he  grants  to  them  aU  his  right  in  the  lands  con- 
veyed to  him  by  hia  co- feoffees  under  the  feoffment  of  Oliver  | 
de  Brokedych.     Dated  17th  Richard  II.— Ibid.  265. 

(76.)  1393.  Thomas  Fullere  of  Russeworthe  to  Alex-- 
ander  Thelyk,  Master  of  the  College  of  St.  John  Evangdisil 
of  Rushworth,  Thomas  Ruuhale,  and  Robert  Assle,  "cleric,"  I 
All  liis  lands  and  tenements  in  Russeworthe  and  Brethenham.  | 
Dated  17th  Richard  II.— 7t«/.  270. 


(77.)  1409.  Bull  of  Pope  Gregory  XII.,  enabling  the 
Master  of  the  College  of  Eushwortli  to  hold  two  benefices 
with  his  Mastership.  The  petition  sets  forth  the  foundation 
of  the  College  by  Sir  Edmund  Gunrile,  late  Rector  of 
Ruahworth,  "the  rectory  being  turned  into  a  collegiate 
cbiirch,"  &c.,  and  that  the  founder  "  intended  to  endow  the 
College  more  abundantly,  but  died  meantime."  The  bull 
states  as  a  reason  for  the  concession,  that  "  the  Master  was 
obliged  to  great  hospitality  by  reason  that  the  College  was 
situated  near  a  very  great  road/'^ 

(78.)  1421,  2nd  November.  Dns  Edmund  Coupere  in- 
stituted "ad  custodiam,"  &c.,  of  the  College  of  Rushworth, 

(79.)  1430.  William  Berdwelle,  Knt.,  and  Alexander 
Thelyk,  "nup  Magister  colt  Sci  Johis  Euangei  de  Ruahworth," 
.  to  William  Brethenham,  Robert  Harlyng,  "Milites,"  Oliuer 
Groos,  Christopher  Straunge,  "Armigi,"  and  Dnus  Edward 
Coupere,  "  clicus,"  and  assigns  of  suid  William  Brethenham. 
Reconveyance  of  all  lands,  &c.,  enfeoffed  to  thorn  by  said 
William  de  Brethenham.    Dated  9th  Henry  VI. 

(80.)  1432.  Roger  Ruasebrok  and  others  to  Thomas 
Whitewell  and  others.  Assignment  of  certain  messuages 
and  lands  in  Brethenham  to  secure  to  Johanna,  widow  of 
Nicholas  Purry,  a  yearly  payment  of  twenty-six  shillings 
and  eightpence;  whereof  six  shillings  and  eightpence  may 
be  retained  under  sanction  of  Diius  Nicholas,  Prior  of  Saint 
Mary's  at  Thetford,  so  long  as  said  Johanna  is  duly  provided 
by  her  son  Richard  Purry  and  Agnes  his  wife,  with  "  escu- 
lenta  et  poculenta  ad  custagium  eiusdem  Ric'i  et  ad  mensam 
suam  prout  idem  Ricus  pro  soipso  ordinavt,  et  quadam 
cameram  in  messagio  pdicto  ultra  annual  reddiS  pdcum." 

«  This  boll  is  referred  to  by  Sir.  Blomefleld  Etnd  also  by  Eoberl  Buxton 
in  bis  Rmliwortb  Notm  in  16DI.  No  reference  a  given  in  either  ca«e,  and 
I  have  not  seen  Iht'  bull  itself. 
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Laurence  Gerard,  Master,  and  Chapter  of  tte  College  of  8 
John  ihe  Evangelist  of  Rushworth,   of  lauda  enfeoffed  UtM 
tbem    by   William    Lyly   de    firetiienham.       Dated    !J4tli 
Henry  W.—Biiflon  MSS.  A  5,  12. 

(89.)  1462.  Willium  Brethenham,  son  and  heir  of  John 
Brethenham,  lute  of  Brethenham,  "  gentillman,"  deceased, 
to  John  Alej-n,  Doctor  of  Laws ;  John  Wyngfeld,  Knt. ; 
William  Cantelowe,  armig ;  Willium  G  urn  ay,  "gentilman;" 
and  William  Wynchecombe,  "  cleric."  All  his  right,  &c., 
in  the  manor,  &c.,  of  Brethenham,  called  "  Brethenham 
Halle."     Dated  Sod  Edward  IV.— Ibid.  A  6,  27. 

(90,)  1464.  Cecilia,  Duchess  of  York,  mother  of  Edward 
D.G.  Res,  &c.  Acknowledgment  of  homage  made  by 
Laurence  Gerard,  Master  of  the  College  of  St.  John 
the  Evangelist  of  Rushworth,  for  lands  held  of  the  Honour 
of  Clare  in  Brethenham,  Rushworth,  and  Shade welle. 
Seal  of  arms,  broken.  Dated  London,  4tli  Edward  IV. — 
Ibid.  A  6,  38. 

(91.)  1469.  Sir  Robert  Wyngfeld,  Knt.,  to  John  ffouler 
of  Pakenham,  Roger  Cbambleyn  of  Rusbworthe,  and  Richard 
ffouler,  son  of  the  said  John.  Lease  for  five  years  of  the 
fulling  mills  in  Rushworthe,  "  standing  in  the  strete  of 
Shadwell,"  with  the  fishery  thereto  pertaining  and  a  "pytle 
there  fast  by,"  lately  beld  by  John  Enycbt.  Rent  £i 
sterling  per  annum.  Dated,  Est  Herling,  9th  Edward  IV, — 
Ibid.  A  5,  16. 

(92.)  1472.  Ralph  Mundys  de  Herling  to  William 
Halyday,  eapllus,  Robert  Halyday,  "husbondman,"  Thomas 
Hal  yd  ay  and  Robert  Schepparde,  "tunc  tepor  clico  pocli  de 
RuBScbe worth."  Cottage,  &c.,  in  Rushworthe,  built  by 
license  and  concession  of  Sir  Robert  Wyngfeld,  Ejit.,  "  cum 
supplicacoo  Diie  Aune  ux!  is  sue,"  which  said  cottage,  &e., 
to   bim   on   the   death   of  hia  father  John  Mundys. 


Dated  12th  Edward  TV.— Ibid.  A  5,  20. 
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(93.)    1472,  27th  Fetruary.    Magister  Henricua  Costessey, 

preabiter,  admiasus,   ^c.,  ad   magistratum  regimen   guber- 

nacoera  1  custodiam  ecdie  collegiate  dc  Russchc worth  per 

libam  resignacoem  Dfii  Laurencii  Gerard,  '^c,  ad  psentaroem 

Dominorum   Willmi    Halyday    et    Johannis    Manyard    con- 

ratrura   et  consocionim   ejusdcm,    1c.       [Tn   1452   Henry 

Jostessey  had  betn   instituted  Rector  of   Bauliam,  on  the 

presentation  of  the  Abbot  and  Convent  of  St.  Mary  of  York, 

He  waa  alao  Rector  of  Wilby,  or  "Willingby,  and  on  the 

!9th  of  January  in  this  present  year  (1472)  he  had  been 

tnBtituted  "  ecclesitc  eive  capelle  Sancti  Andree  de  Bykeays- 

Eton"  (Bixton)  "Diia  Robert  Wygfeld,  Miles,  et  Anna  conaora 

ma,"  being  patrons.     In  1475  Henry  Costessey  was  elected 

Vaster  of   Gonvile   Hall — the   ancestral   College   of   Lady 

■  Wyngfeld    (see    the    Pedigree  of    Gonvile  ante)  and 

&e  died  July  20th,  1483.     There  is  a  deed  in  the  muniment 

P  Gonvile  and  Caius  College,  executed  by  this  Henry 

jstessey,  dated  at  Rushworth,  June  24th,  1482.] 

1472.     Sir  Robert  Wyngfeld  and  Anna  his  wife,  (cousin 

md  coheir  of  Sir  Robert  Mortymer,  Knt.,  and  heir  as  well 

fef    Sir   Robert   Harlyng,    Knt.,   as   of  Johanna  his   wife, 

daughter  and  heir  of  John  Gonvile,  "  Armiger "),  William 

Teltiton,   Knt.,    John    Heveningham,   Knt.,  William   Cal- 

tborpe,  Knt.,  William  Knyvet,  "Armiger,"  Henry  Spelman, 

William  Berdewelle,  junior,  and  Laurance  Gerard,    "  psona 

eculie  de  Est  Herling,"  to  Henry  Costessey,  Muster,  and 

^^—Fellowa  of   St.   John   Evangelist   College    de   Rushworth. 

^^^&Bfiignment  for   sixty  years  of  the   manor  of  Rushworth 

^^Bnd  the   mill   of  Shadwell   and   the  manor  and  advowson 

^^mf  Lerling.      Dated   at  Est   Herling,   Febrnarj-   1st,   13th 

^Kdward  lY.^Buxtoti  MSS.  A  6,  1. 

(94.)    1474.    Henry  Costessey,  Master,  and  Fellows  of  the 
College  of  St.  John  Evangelist  of  Eushworthc  to  Sir  Robert 
JVyagfeld,  Knt.,  and  .fVnna  his  wife.     Assignment  of  n 


^^_TI  JUJJ1E1.U, 


866 

of  Bushworthe  and  Letlingy  with  the  waterndQDb  of  B^iiBh- 
worth  and  Lerlinge,  and  the  advowBon  of  the  church  of 
Lerling  for  fifty  years,  if  they  shall  so  long  liye.  Dated 
5th  April,  14th  Edward  JY.—BuafUm  M88.  A  6,  3. 

(95.)  1478.  Agnes  Wynslowe  and  iSnma  Tjrmperden 
V.  Robert  Wyngfeld,  Knt.,  William  Berdewelle,  s^iior, 
"armig/*  and  William  Bonche,  "cleric.'*  Fine  and  recovery 
sofiered  of  manor  of  Brethenham,  &c.y  with  five  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  acres  of  land,  &c.,  in  right  of  descent 
from  Bartholomew  de  Brethenham  to  plaintiffi  as  sisters 
and  heirs  of  John  de  Brethenham  deceased.  Dated  Term 
Pasch.  18ih  Edward  IV.— Ibid.  A  6,  30. 

(96.)  1478.  John  Tymperden  and  WiUiam  Wynslowe^, 
"  consangoinei  Jollis  de  Brethenham  nup  de  Brethenham, 
gpntilman,'*  to  Bobert  Wyngefdid,  Knt.,  and  John  Ayle- 
warde,  "deric.''  All  their  right,  &c.,  in  the  manor  of 
Brethenham,  &c.    Dated  18th  Edward  TV.— Ibid.  A  6,  29. 

(97.)  Like  assignment  of  Agnes  Wynselowe  and.  Emma 
Wynslowe,  with  special  warranty  against  any  claims  of  the 
Prior  of  St.  Mary  of  Thetford.  Dated  18th  Edward  IV.— 
Ibid.  A  6,  31. 

(98.)  1482.  William  Berdewell,  "armig./'  WUliam 
Bunche,  "  cleric  de  Thetford/'  and  John  Busshop  of  Cone- 
weston,  to  Dame  Anne  Wyngfeld,  widow,  Edmund  Beding- 
feld,  "armig.,"  Henry  Spelman,  William  Grey,  James 
Hobird,  William  Berdewelle,  junior,  Thomas  Charableyn, 
and  John  Aylwarde,  "cticus."  All  rights,  &c.,  in  the 
manor  of  Brethenham,  &c.,  and  in  all  other  lands  late  of 
John  Brethenham  deceased,  in  Brethenham,  Rushworth,  and 
Shadewell.     Dated  22nd  Edward  lY,— Ibid.  A  6,  34. 

(99.)  1482.  Dame  Anne  Wyngfeld,  "nup  uxl  Eobti 
Wyngefeld,  mit,"  and  John  Aylwarde,  "psona  eccMe  de  Est 
Herling,"  to  Henry  Costessey,  Master,  and  brethren  of  St. 
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John  the  EvangeKst  of  Rushworth.  Assignment  for  seven 
years  of  the  manor,  &c.,  of  Brettenham,  for  maintenance  of 
a  chaplain  within  the  said  College  for  the  weal  of  the  soul 
of  the  said  Bobert  Wyngfeld  during  the  said  term. — 
Buxton  M88.  A.  6,  32.  And  general  assignment  of  all 
rights,  &c.,  in  the  said  manor  by  the  same  to  the  same. 
Witnessed  by  the  co-feoflFees  in  preceding  charter. — Ibid.  A 
6,33. 

(100.)  1483,  [August  2nd.  Dns  Eicus  Grey  instituted 
to  the  rectory  of  Wilby  or  Willingby,  void  by  the  death  of 
Henry  Costessey.  August  14th,  1483,  Magister  Johes 
Bendys  instituted  to  the  church  or  chapel  of  Beckezyston, 
also  void  by  Costessey's  death.  September  24th,  1483,  Dns 
Richard  Hoog  instituted  to  the  rectory  of  Banham,  void  by 
the  same  cause.]  18th  August,  Magister  John  Bulman 
instituted  "ad  ecclesiam  coUegiatam  de  Russeworthe,  &c., 
per  morte  magri  Henrici  Costessey,"  &c. — Inst.  JEpisc. 
Norwic.  Reg, 

(101.)  1485.  Dame  Anne  Wyngfeld,  widow  of  Sir 
Robert  Wyngefeld,  Controller  of  the  Household  of  King 
Edward  IV.,  and  executor  of  his  will ;  Master  John 
Bulman,  Master,  and  Brethren  of  the  College  of  St.  John 
Evangelist  of  Rushworthe;  and  the  Prior  and  Convent 
of  Letheringham  in  the  county  of  Suffolk.  Indenture 
tripartite.  Recites  Sir  Robert  Wyngefeld's  death,  burial  in 
the  College,  and  provision  by  his  will  for  conveyance  of 
manor  of  Brethenham,  and  all  lands  bought  from  John 
Brethenham,  to  Master  and  Fellows  of  the  College,  for 
"dedes  of  almesse,  suffrage,  and  diuine  services,  with  the 
mayntnce  of  a  secler  preste,  pptly  for  the  wele  of  hys 
soul."  Conveys  to  said  Master,  &c.,  said  lands.  Appoints 
Sir  Henry  Aimand,  "a  convenient  and  wel-disposed  secler 
preste,  orwise  not  benyfycatd,"  to  be  the  first  priest  to 
perform  such  services,  he  and  his  successors  to  be  called 


"  WjmgefeldiapreBte."      Provides    for    certain    obita 

Bpecifieci,  with  certain  lights  burning  at 
"herse"  of  said  Sir  Robert.  For  atteiiding  Buch 
sundry  alms  to  be  given,  among  others  twopence  to  eaakH 
of  thirteen  poor  children,  if  there  shuU  be  then  so  many 
going  to  the  "  gramer  scole  "  in  the  aaid  College.  Recites 
original  statutes  of  foundation,  and  roquiroa  that  all  services 
thereby  ordered  shall  be  regidarly  perfomied,  each  Brother 
or  Fellow  being  clothed  in  a  white  mantle  and  cap.  Assigns 
60s.  yearly  salaiy  of  "  Wyngefeldispreste,"  with  all  meat, 
drink,  and  lodging  in  the  College.  In  default  of  any 
of  the  ordinances  xx(/.  to  be  paid  to  the  poor  of  RHahworth, 
Shadwell,  Brethenhara,  and  East  Harliug,  for  every  week 
of  vacancy.  And  sjt/i.  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of 
Letheringham  if  the  vacancy  extends  to  twenty-six  weeks, 
or  the  obits  are  not  duly  kept.  Dated  at  Pentecost  in  the 
month  of  May,  1485.  Sealed  by  the  parties  (see  plate  for 
Lady  Anne  Wyngfeld'a  seal.)  Signed  by  Bulman;  Williia 
Halyday,  "capetts";  Robertus  Colyoure,  "caphia";  Por  de 
Letheringham;  Georgins  Duratat;  Will  Harwythe;  Henricna 
Aimand,  "  capellanua." — Suxton  MSS.  482  (see  Nob.  83  and 
89  in  this  calendar.) 

(102.)  1488,  16th  April.  Mgtr  John  Bendya  inatitui 
Master  of  the  College  on  John  Bulman's  resignation.- 
I)ist.  Epis.  Noricic,  Reg. 

(103.)  "Dame  Anne  "Wyngefeld,  late  the  wyff  of 
Rob'  Wyngefelde,  Knyghte,  and  afore  yat  the  wyff  of 
S.  William  Camfileyne,  Knyghte,  and  sool  executrix  as 
wolo  of  the  testament  of  the  same  Scr  William  as  the 
sayde  S'  Robte  Wyngefelde."  "  Maisir  John  Bendys,  Maislr 
of  ye  College  of  Seynt  John  the  EiingeUste  in  Rushworthe 
in  the  county  of  Norff.,  and  bi-etherj-n  of  the  same  College." 
"The  Prior  and  Convent  of  the  house  of  monks  of  or 
Lady  Seynt  Mary  of  Thetford,  in  Thetford  in  the  counte 
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of  Norffi"  ladenture  tripartite.  Long  recitals  of  (1)  Lady 
Wyngefeld's  pedigree  and  aflPection  to  the  College;  (2) 
her  childlessness  and  absence  of  kinsmen  ''within  three 
degreys*';  (3)  her  right  in  fee  simple  to  the  patronage 
of  the  College  and  to  the  manors  of  Rushworth  and 
Lerling ;  (4)  her  conveyance  of  said  manors  to  the  College 
under  license  obtained  in  the  15th  vear  of  Edward  IV., 
for  the  intents  here  following,  to  wit,  "to  have  ppetually 
susteyned  and  kepte  contjiiually  and  yerly  two  secler 
pstes  and  v  poore  childeryn  naturally  and  originally  born 
Wynne  the  diocese  of  Norwiche  residente  in  the  said 
College."  Provides  for  maintenance  of  such  five  children, 
to  be  called  "Dume  Anny's  childerjm,*'  until  the  age 
of  eighteen  years,  said  children  to  assist,  "iiij,  iij,  or 
ij  dayly,"  in  the  church  services  *'to  the  worshippc  of 
Godde  and  increase  of  his  laude  according  to  their 
kannyng  and  power  than  pying  and  mynystering  for 
all  the  soules  aforeseid  imppetuyte."  Provides  for  two 
additional  Fellows  of  the  College,  one  of  whom  shall 
"alway  be  well  studyd  and  lemyd  in  gmer  abyll  to  teche 
gmer  and  usually  techyng  alio  convenient  tymes  gmer  in 
Kussheworthe  afeeid  to  the  said  v  childeryn  and  to  other 
viij  poore  childeryn,  noothing  takyng  for  that  hys  labor 
or  attendance  bewaye  of  salarye  or  scole  hier  for  or  of 
any  of  the  same  xiij  childeryn."  Such  priests  shall  be 
bom  in  the  diocese,  and  shall  be  called  ''Dame  Anny's 
prestes."  Provides  for  a  regular  daily  specified  succession 
of  masses  and  orisons  by  the  said  priests,  with  a  certain 
form  of  daily  sufirage  for  the  foundress  and  all  benefactors 
of  the  College.  In  certain  stated  points  they  are  to  be 
bound  by  the  same  rules  as  is  "Wyngfeld's  ^ste,  now 
on  of  the  brethren  of  the  said  College."  Provides  for 
two  "obites  or  yere  dayes"  in  the  chancel  of  the  church, 
one  to  be  on  the  day  when  the  foundress  shall  die,  and 
the  other  on  the  day  "next  after  the  natiuite  of  or 
VOL.  X.]  c  c 


blessid  Lady  Virgyn  Mary,  upon  whict  daye  tlio  said 
Sir  Robert  dyed."  Certain  alms  to  be  given  on  such 
days,  ami  certain  tapers  of  new  wax  to  be  burnt,  "  and 
yt  WQxe  whiche  shall  remayne  uf  the  said  topers  seually 
after  eche  of  the  obite  days  fyiiysshed,  slialbe  yerly  made 
in  ekes  and  spendid  breiinyug  upon  ye  ston  and  tombe 
or  nyglie  afore  ye  fombe  of  the  said  Dame  Jahane,  atte 
bigbe  masse  and  or  dluine  serip-iees  to  the  honour  of  God 
and  Seynt  John  in  the  same  ehircbe  for  the  soules 
aforeseid."  Neither  of  Dame  Anny'a  priests  to  hold 
another  benefice  or  else  to  be  "  voyded  fro  the  fellvKship  "  of 
the  College,  and  the  like  if  either  of  them  be  "ryotous, 
troubolous,  or  vycious,  or  other wyse  mysgyded  to  the 
dishonor  of  presthode,  or  in  subiissyon,  letteing,  or  dimi- 
nucion  of  thes  psent  ordinace),  or  contrary  to  the  good 
pease,  or  good  fame,  or  comon  wele  of  the  said  College." 
Tlio  College  is  to  find  for  them  all  "vestiments,  books, 
charters  for  to  do  v.1  ye  said  masses  ^"d  dyuyne  avces, 
wt  breed,  wyn,  wal,  wase,"  as  may  be  necessary  in  their 
duties;  with  all  proper  sustenance,  " cohabitation,  lodgyng, 
and  chambr  wynno  the  College,"  and  "iiijS."  yearly  to 
him  that  is  schoolmaster,  and  "iij/t. "  to  the  other  as 
salary.  In  case  of  vacancy  and  default  in  appointment 
of  a  successor,  the  College  to  pay  "xlijif."  to  forty-two 
poor  of  Russheworthe,  Shadewelle,  Estharling,  and  Quyden- 
ham  weekly,  "  until  their  rome  bo  sufficyently  replenysehed, 
stuffid,  and  satisfied."  Twenty  pounds  to  be  paid  "by 
way  of  peyne"  to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  St  Mary 
of  Thetford,  if  the  said  obites  are  not  kept,  or  if,  in. 
case  of  vacancy,  it  be  not  supplied  within  twenty-six 
weeks,  and  five  pounds  more  if  these  ordinances  are  not 
read  out  before  the  College  within  fifteen  days  after 
Easter  in  each  year,  or  the  alma  above  ordained  are  not 
duly  distributed.  Each  priest  shall  be  sworn  to  be  "con- 
tinually resident   and   resiant    in   the  College  atte   bedde 
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nyghtly,"   and    not    to    be    away   "all  nyghtes*   tymes" 
without  the  Master's  leave. 

Provision  for  the  due  maintenance  and  clothing  of  "  Dame 
Anny's  childeryn."  Each  and  all  of  the  brethren  of  the 
College  in  every  mass  or  divine  service  they  may  use  to 
pray  for  the  foundress  during  her  life,  and  of  all  her 
kinsmen  and  benefactors,  and  of  all  her  husband's  '*  heirs 
and  cosyns  yet  being  in  lyff." 

Ordinance  that  whereas  the  Master  of  the  College  in  his 
election  is  bound  to  go  to  the  "man  place  of  Lerling"  to 
present  himself  to  the  lord  of  the  same  as  to  his  patron  for 
his  approval,  and  from  henceforth  the  Master  himself  will 
be  the  lord  of  that  manor ;  and  "  iti  is  not  convenyent  or 
ressonabyll  but  rather  frevelouse  or   frustrate    evy    no  we 
elected  Maister  of  the  College  to  psent  hymself  to  hymself 
at  lerling,"  therefore   every  new   elected  Master  after   the 
death  of  the  foundress  shall  "goo  shewe  hymself"  in  the 
Chapell  of  St.  Anne  in  the  Churche  of  East  Harling,  where 
she  "  by  the  gee  of  God  shal  lye  beryed,"  and  then  kneeling, 
shall  say  certain  prayers ;  and  then  standing,  shall  say  "  De 
profundis  "  for  her  soul,  also  for  those  of  her  husbands,  with  a 
special  stated   orison   and   sufiFrage  for    her   by    name    as 
patroness,  while  she  lived,  of  the   College  of  Rushworth. 
The  said  Dame  Anne  to  have  power  to  alter  these  ordinances 
during  her  life.     One  part  of  these  writings  to  remain  with 
each  of  the  parties  hereto.      Dated  November  24th,  1490, 
6th    Henry  VII. — Oonvile    and    Gains    College  Lib.   M8S, 
12,   B  xiii.      Endorsed  "  the  foundcon  of  two  priests   and 
seven  schollers  of  the  Lady  Anne  Scrope's  foundacon  to  be 
founded  in  the  colledge  of  Rushforth  in  Norfolk  or  else 
that  College  to  forfeit  to  Gonvile  Hall  xx"  penalty  for  euery 
half  yere."     6th  Henry  VII."^ 

7  These  three  charters  (Nos.  101,  103, 105)  are  far  too  long  for  transcription, 
but  they  are  so  valuable  in  their  illustration  of  the  religious  life  of  the 
period,  that  I  abstract  them  at  more  length  than  is  usual  in  a  mere  calendar. 

C  C  2 
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(104)  1491.  License  of  alienation  ^m  Cecilia,  Duchess 
of  York,  in  respect  of  the  manor  of  Bretlienhaii),  and  one 
hundred  acrea  of  land,  held  of  the  Honour  of  Clare,  to  or 
from  Sir  Itobert  Wiiigfield  or  Anna  his  wife,  or  John 
Bendj-8,  Master ;  and  the  bretliren  of  the  CoUego  of  Kush- 
vorth.  General  acquittance  and  release.  Ten  marks  fine. 
Dated  at  the  Casile  of  Berkhamstede,  29th  November,  7tli 
Henrj-  Yll.—Suj^fon  MSS.  A  6,  2-5. 

(105.)  1501.  Robert  Wyngfeld  and  Thomas  Synchin, 
executors  of  the  will  of  "  Dame  Anne,  Lady  Scrop,  late  the 
wife  of  the  Lord  Scrop  of  Bolton,  and  afore  that  the  wife 
of  Sir  Robert  Wj-ngfeld,  Knight ;  and  first  the  wife  of  Sir 
Williiim  ChamberlajTj,  Knight ; "  of  ihe  first  part :  "  Master 
John  Bender,  Master  of  the  College  of  Rushworth  ;  and  tbe 
brethren  of  the  same,"  of  the  second  part;  and  "Master 
John  Barby,  Master  of  Giinvile  Hidl,  in  Cambridge, 
and  Fellows  of  the  same,"  of  tbe  third  part,  "  Indentures, 
compositions,  and  ordinances,"  fur  the  better  settlement  of 
the  manors  of  Rushworth  and  Lerlyng  on  the  College  of 
Rushworth  in  sustenance  of  (I)  two  "  honest  priests"  to  be 
called  "  Dame  Ann^a  priesta "  to  be  maintained  in  the 
College  of  St.  John  Evangelist  of  Rushworth,  to  perform 
certain  services  in  the  church  thereof,  and  to  teach  grammar 
therein ;  and  (2)  of  seven  children,  to  he  maintained  in  the 


It  will  be  not«d  that  the  endorsement  to  No.  103  hu  nolMng  to  do  with  the 
charter  on  which  it  appears,  and  that  the  charter  iteelf  hw  uothiiig  to  do 
with  the  College  in  whoae  possesuon  it  is,  but  that  the  endorsement  An  spplj 
toNo.  106,  thechtuieTtonhich  Oonvile  Hall  waaa  party.  I  can  only  account 
tor  the  prasence  of  this  charter  (No.  103)  in  GottviUe  and  Caiua  College  maoi- 
inent  room,  by  supposing  that  it  was  Lady  Anne  Wingfield'i  own  copy, 
found  among  her  papers  at  her  death,  and  by  accident  ttaneferred  to  the 
college  with  others  relating  to  the  large  benefactions  which  ahe  had  made 
to  them  after  she  had  become  'I^dy  Bcroop,  It  haa  clearly  no  reference 
to  the  college  at  Cambridge,  and,  curiously  enough,  the  Huahworth  College 
cnnoleTpart  of  this  charter,  which  ought  to  be  among  tha  Butlom  MSS., 
has  not  been  found. 


373 

College  until  they  are  eighteen  years  of  age,  in  perpetuity, 
and  to  be  called  "Dame  Annys  childeryn."  Certain  penalties 
incurred  by  way  of  fine  to  Gonvile  Hall,  if  the  provisions 
not  observed,  of  five  marks  in  each  half  year  for  each  priest, 
and  of  68,  8d.  in  each  quarter  for  each  child  not  so  main- 
tained. Indentures  tripartite,  one  copy  to  be  in  the  keeping 
of  each  party  thereto.  Dated  3rd  March,  1500,  16th 
Henry  Yl.— Buxton  MSS.  530,  A  6,  23. 

(106.)  1508,  10th  October.  John  Purpett  instituted  to 
the  Mastership  of  the  College,  vacant  by  the  death  of  John 
Bendys. — InsL  Epis,  Nortvic.  Beg, 

(107.)  1529,  27th  July.  «  Magistr  Georgius  Wyndham," 
Archdeacon  of  Norwich,  instituted  to  the  Mastership  of  the 
College,  on  the  resignation  of  John  Purpett. — Ibid, 

(108.)  1530.  "  Bulla  dementis  Vll.  Georgio  Wyndam 
Archidiacono  Norwicensi  Magistratum  Collegii  de  Rush- 
worth  Diaeceseos  Norwicensis  Archidiaconatui  suo  quamdiu 
ipse  tenuerit  annexans." — Lambeth  Palace  Library,  MSS.  643. 

(109.)  1534.  Acknowledgment  of  the  Royal  Supremacy 
by  "  Magister  et  confratres  Collegii  de  Rush  worth,  Norwicens 
Dioc.,  uno  ore,  'Ic."  "  Dat.  in  domo  nostra  capitulari  videsimo 
quinto  die  mensis  Augusti  anno  domini  millesimo  quingen- 
tesimo  tricesimo  quarto."     Seal  pf  the  College. 

"  Georgius  Wyndam,  magister  CJoUegii  predicti. 

Jhnis  Bamysall, 

Robtus  Locke, 

Johanes  Crofte, 

Wittm^  Fischer, 

Diis  Thomas  Home:'— Public  Becord  Office, 

(110.)  1535.  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  Dioc  Norwich,  com 
Norff.  (Henry  VIIL  26o.) 


t,    d. 

ix    xob. 


\ 
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CoUegiu    de    Riislie worth e,    Georgio    Wyndliam,    Ciico, 
Magistro  iMm,  valet,  viz. : — 

In  Spualib-J  in  Com  Norff.  £. 

Rectoria  do  Itussbcwortli  valet  in  deciniis  et  \ 
obla^ib;  p  anh  .         .         .         .1 

Tempalibj  in  Com  Norff. 
Maner  do  Russbewortlie  valet       £_     g_     ,/_ 
in  redd  T  firin  cu  finna  cb 
acr  terre  arabit  viii  acr  pral 
ct  libVate    faldug  et    paatur  ^^xvij  lij  xjob. 
nccc  oviii  inatrii:  et  d  bog- 
gastr  in  occupai:  pdio  magri 
p  annum      .... 
P'quia  cur  ibm  colbu  anil  .  vj     Tiij 

In  toto  p  aiiii. 
Maner  de  Brethenhm  valet  ini       .     .         ... ) 

redd  T  firm  .  .  .  I       "^  P^vj 

P'quia  cur       ....  viij  J 

In  tolo  p  ann. 

Maner  de  LarlynjrfortJi    Talet\     1 

inredaifirm     .  .  V"'     "'     '"-lUiij 

P'quia  cur  ibm        ...  vj) 

In  toto  p  ann.  £lvij 

Suff. 
Maner   de    Elveden   valet  ad  \ 

farm  p  ann  ......) 

£iiij"ix.  zixs. 
D'  quib-j  in  repris. 
Videlt  in  Sinod. 
Epo  NorwicenS  cu  iiijs,  eidemi 
epo  an"  solul  p  appropriacil 
ecclie    pocbiat    de     Rus8e->-  " 

worthe   ad  collegiu   itim   pi 


vij     .J 
iz  oh.d. 


ArchidiacS  Norff,  p  ann.         Tij  Tij 
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w  «  «  w  • 

VllJ       IJ 


Ijc^j    riij 


XX 


EllmoS. 
DivS  pauperibu  apud  obitu  ibm\ 

an^*  celebraf  p  aia  Dne  Anne 

Scrope  et  p  aiab;  fundal  del 

coUeg  distribu?   put  pscripl 

obligan?  p  annum 
Septem  pueris  Wm  an**  cmtodit\ 

videlicit  p*  ircf  et  vestit  eosdem  I 

pu*t  p'  script*  p*dict'  ohligant'  [ 

p*  annum  ...  J 
Cuidam  Sacerdoti  eosdeni  puero8\ 

docenti  noCe  stipend*  p'ut  p* 

script'  p*dict  ohliganV  p'  an-- 

num 

Beddi^  Resolut 

Baftio  hundred  de  Scrophain  p )        , 

^         ^\     xiij  viijob. 
terr  vSm  p  annum  . ) 

Battio  mani  de  East  Ilerlyngi 

p  terr  ibm  p  annum  .  .  / 
Priori  Monachoru  de  Tlietf ord  \ 

p  terr  ibni  p  ann  .         . ' 

Buttio  Hund  de  Quyledecrosse  \ 

p  terr  ibm  p  ann  .         . ) 

Baitio  Honoris  de  Clare  p  terr  \ 

in  Russhworthe  p  anum  . ) 
Abbi  de  Bury  Sci  Edi  p  terr) 

in  Russheworthe  p  anum     . ) 

Feed. 
Rici  Hoo  Sen"  cur  et  auditor) 

huic  coUeg  p  ann         .        .  i 

£.      8.        d. 
luj     iij     xj  ob. 

vii;    XV     fij  ob, 
Et  valet  ultra  clare 


/ 


IX 


XV        J 


lllj    11 IJ 


VJ      VllJ 


XllJ 


•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

XllJ       lllj 


...  . . 


Hij     XIX      X 


£.      8,        d, 
tn/'j     iij     tnj  oh. 


.ma 


inde 


111J**V     XV 

•  •  •  . 

VllJ       XJ 


ob. 


^ 


[The  words  and  figures  in  italics  appear  to  be  interpo- 
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lations  or  oorreotioiia  in  aaoiifter  Imnd.     Hie  afitinietb 
Oifoiighout  is  inexact]— FoJ:  JBSMrf.,  1685,  iii  17. 

(111.)  1638.  Master  George  Wjndan^  etek,  Maslw 
of  the  College  of  Rushwortb,  and  the  bretbrm  tbexeitf,  to 
Bobert  Hawys  of  Weston.  Lease  of  all  thmr  manor  called 
^  Brethenams/'  alias  Catton  Hall,  in  Bretbynliamt  oa 
ITorfelk,  for  10  years.  Annnal  lent  £4. 13«.  4^.  Dated26th 
April,  30th  Henry  YIII.  Seal  of  the  Gollfi^----J3ddMafi 
Charten,  426.  •     . 

(112.)  1641.  Deed  of  sorrender  to  the  King,  of  the 
C!ollege  of  Saint  John  the  Eyangelist  of  Rossheworthe,  with 
all  the  manors^  lands,  rights,  Ac.,  of  the  said  C!olI^;e.  Dated 
**  in  domo  nostra  capitolari,  sexto  die  Decembris,.  anno 
Domini  millesimo  quingentesimo  quadragesimo  primo." 
(December  6th,  SSrd  Henry  YIII.)  Seal  of  the  College. 
Signatures,  *' Per  me  Georgiu  Wyndam,  Olericiun";  ^p  me 
Jobem  Crofl";  "p  me  Will*m  Fysher";  **p  me  Thom2 
Home.*'— P«*lfc  Record  Office. 

(113.)  1541.  Letters  Patent  granting  to  Henry,  Earl 
of  Surrey,  "totum  situm  fundum  ambitum  circuitum  et 
procinctum  nuper  Collegii  sive  domus  Sancti  Johannis  Evan- 
geliste  de  Rushworth  in  com  nos?  Norff.  Ac  ecclesiam 
campanile  et  cimiterium  ejusdem  nuper  Collegii.  Necnon 
omnia  et  singula,"  &c.,  with  the  manors  of  "Russhworth, 

Bretenham,  et  Larlingforth  in  dicto  com  nosf  Norff' " 

"  et  manerium  nostrum,  &c.,  Elvenden  in  com  nos?  Suff',*'  &c 
..."  Necnon  Rectoriam,  &c.,  Russhworthe  cum  pertinentiis 
in   com    nost    Norff'.      Necnon    omnia  alia,"   &c.      Dated 
December  13th,  1541,  33rd  Henry  VIII.     (Great  Seal.)- 
Buxton  MSS.  B  4. 

(114.)      1545.      Book    of    receipts     and    payments    1 
John  Gall,  bailiff  and  overseer  of   the  Earl   of   Surrey 
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Rushworth,  from  Michaelmas  to  Lady  Day,  37th  Henry 
VIII.  Examined  by  Mr.  Taylor,  auditor  to  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk.— 5wa?/on  MSS.  B  7. 

(115.)  1645.  ,Copy  of  license  of  alienation  and  con- 
veyance of  Rusheworth  College,  &c.,  by  Henry,  Earl  of 
Surrey,  to  Thomas,  Duke  of  Norfolk.  Dated  10th  August, 
37th  Henry  Ylll,—Ibid.  B  9. 

(116)  1549-50.  Accounts  of  John  Cheke,  Farmer  of 
the  King  at  Bushford.  Statement  of  returns,  and  of  pensions 
and  repairs  payable  thereout.  3rd  and  4th  Edward  VI. — 
Ibid.  B  12. 

(117.)  Feofiment  of  lands  and  messuage  called  "Mychells,** 
at  Bushford,  by  Edmund  Sygo  of  Bushford.  Profits  to  be 
employed  for  the  common  charges  of  the  town  of  Bushford 
as  the  churchreves  of  the  church  of  Bushford,  or  "  if  there 
shall  be  no  churchreves,"  as  the  constables  of  the  said  town 
shall  from  time  to  time  determine.  1  and  2  Philip  and 
Mary.— Ibid.  B  13. 

(118.)  1580.  Philip,  Earl  of  Arundell,  WiUiam  Dyx, 
and  William  Cantrell,  to  Bobarte  Buxton  of  Tybbenham, 
Esquire,  in  consideration  of  all  his  services,  and  of  the 
surrender  of  a  lease  for  years  of  the  manor  of  Bendham  in 
SuflFolk.  Lease  for  twenty-one  years,  or  for  the  life  of  the  said 
earl,  of  the  site  of  Bushford  College  and  the  manor  of  Bush- 
ford, in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  and  of  the  rectory  and  parsonage 
of  Bushford,  as  the  same  have  been  theretofore  held  from 
the  lessors  by  William  Methwolde,  Esquire,  with  indemnity 
against  all  suits,  &c.,  by  Sir  Thomas  Gresham,  Knt.,  Sir 
Edward  Clere,  Knt.,  or  the  heirs  or  assigns  of  Sir  Bichard 
Fulmerston,  Knt.,  under  colour  of  any  grant  made  by  the 
late  Duke  of  Norfolk.  Dated  June  24th,  1580.— Ibid. 
B18. 
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(119.)  1590.  B«port  lijr  Mm  HiU»  Mdite  to  liii 
eommiflsiimen  for  atteinted  kmdsy  ••  to  tlia  vuttoi^  Ae^  oi 
BusliforcL  Beports  among  otilior  tidngs  Ab^  Mr.  BuxtoB, 
ihe  preoent  tenant  of  the  lands,  ofEera  £5  annually  for  ihA 
maintenanoe  of  a  miniBter  in  the  said  town.il  £5  mote  is 

allowed  bj  the  oommianonera— J9i»;6m  Jr5&  B  2& 

(120.)  1590.  Bill  of  oonvlaiBt  of  Bibhazd  Sbokm, 
Archdeaoon  of  Norfolk,  as  to  refiual  of  tmant  of  die  leotoij 
of  Bnahford  to  pay  yiaitation  fees,  and  answer  of  Bobert 
Buxton  iheretOi  redting  the  royal  grant  of  the  CUIege^ 
and  asserting  exemption  from  proourationi  pension,  or  any 
other  duty.— iML  B  2& 


(121.)  1593L  Letters  patent,  reeittng  die  base  granted 
to  Bobert  Buxtcm  of  June  24th,  1580,  by  "^Philqpppaa  nii|; 
Oomes  Arundele  de  alta  pdi5oe  attind^'*  of  Bushwwth 
als  Bushlorth,  fto.  In  oonsideration  ^boni  Teri  et  ao- 
eq[»tabiiflM5  sVioii  nobis  per  dileotum  aubditaan  nostinm 
doum  Bobtum  Buxton  antehao  ladf  et  imprenl^''  grants 
to  said  Bobert  a  future  lease  of  said  premises  for  thirty 
years  from  and  after  Michaelmas  in  the  year  1601  then 
next  ensuing.  Great  SeaL  February  12th,  1592. — Ibid. 
B35. 

(122.)  1601.  Exemplification  of  letters  patent,  reciting 
settlement  made  by  Thomas,  late  Duke  of  Norfolk,  of, 
inter  alia,  the  manor  and  Bectory  of  Bushworth  ais 
Bushforth,  to  uses,  &c.,  with  remainders  over  to  issue 
of  his  two  Duchesses  as  set  forth,  dated  July  6th,  11th 
Elizabeth, — reciting  further,  attainder  of  high  treason 
of  said  Duke, — reciting  further,  attainder  of  high  treason 
of  Philip,  Earl  of  Arundell,  and  also  a  fine  levied  by 
Lord  Thomas  Howard,  Baron  de  Walden.  Grants  to  said 
Lord  Thomas,  inter  alia,  the  said  manor,  &c.,  of  Bushworth, 
to  hold  as  the  same  have  theretofore  been  held  from  the 
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Crown,  and  with  no  further  or  larger  rents  or  services 
to  be  thereafter  demanded.  Dated  October  29th,  1601, 
43rd  Elizabeth.— 5ttiF^n  MSS,  B  36. 

(123.)  1602.  License  of  alienation  to  Thomas,  Baron 
de  Walden,  to  convey  to  Robert  Buxton,  "armiger,"  the 
site  and  all  possessions  of  the  late  dissolved  College  of 
Bushworth  ais  Rushforth,  in  Rushforth  ais  Rushford,  ais 
Bushworth,  Shadwell,  Thetford,  West  Herling,  Ewston, 
Wattysfield,  and  Stanton.  Great  Seal.  March  1st,  1602, 
44th  Elizabeth.— /Wrf.  B  38. 

(124.)  1602.  Grant  and  conveyance  by  Thomas,  Baron 
de  Walden,  to  Robert  Buxton,  Esquire,  of  the  manor,  &c., 
and  rectory  of  Rushworth  ais  Rushforth,  and  all  rights, 
&c.,  in  the  lands,  &c.  (as  above  stated),  late  belonging 
to  the  College  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist  of  Rushworth, 
now  dissolved,  as  the  same  have  theretofore  been  held  by 
the  grantor,  Philip,  Earl  of  Arundel,  Thomas,  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  or  their  predecessors  in  title,  or  any  of  them. 
Consideration,  £500  paid  in  hand,  and  £1500  paid  in  bonds 
of  same  date.  Dated  April  22nd,  1602,  44th  Elizabeth. 
Seal  of  arma.— Ibid.  B  39. 

(125.)  1602.  Statement  of  the  "  execution  of  the  estate,*' 
(delivery  of  seisin)  by  Thomas  Talbot,  Esq.,  upon  the  grant 
and  feoffment  (No,  123)  to  Robert  Buxton,  Esq.,  "in  three 
several  places,  viz.,  at  the  College  Gates  and  House  next  the 
Bridge  in  the  name  of  that  and  of  all  the  rest  of  y®  lands, 
tenements,  and  hereditaments  contained  in  the  deed ;  and  the 
like  estate  was  executed  at  the  Tithe  Bam  and  Yard  next  the 
Dove-house,  in  the  name  of  that  the  Rectory  and  all  thereto 
appertaining ;  and  the  like  estate  was  executed  in  the  Hall 
Close  in  the  name  of  that  and  the  manor  and  all  thereto 
appertaining."  "xxj  day  of  May,  A°  44  Elizabethe." — 
Robert  Buxton* s  Note  Booh,  p.  98,  Buxton  MSS. 


<1S6.)  1604.  Chaurtl  nleMe  and  discharge  by  Edward 
den  of  Thetford,  "anniger,"  (son  and  heir  apparent  of 
Edward  Clere,  &t,  and  wu  and  heir  of  France§,  wife 
.of  said  Edward  Oler^  deoeHed,  and  duughler  and  hoir  of 
Bibhaid  Fnlmenton,  Ent,  deoeued,)  to  Robert  Buxton 
of  Tibenham,  "annigw,"  of  all  olaima  and  suits  in  respect 
of  tibtt  poananom  of  the  late  dinolTed  College  of  St.  John 
Evangelist  of  BnihworUL  Dated  "  apod  adtDin  et  domam 
dioE  diaeidiit  Oollegii."  Jolj  8id,  1604.  Seal  of  Anna.— 
Smbrn  MSB.  B  49. 

(137.)  1616-1746.  "  The  rageater  [iOyi&b]  Baabfind 
mad  for  the  yaar  of  o^  Iiord,  llJiSa,  for  before  we  liad  no  - 
Begeiter  ezocfpt"  (some  words,  here  oarefnlljr  erased.) 
Bregiater  of  Baptisms,  Harriagea,  and  Boriala  at  Baahford 
irtm  1586  to  1746,  83i  ft  Three  leatea  oat  oat  towaida 
die  BoA.— Ibid.  B  66. 


(I  have  to  thank  the  B«T.  Dr.  Jeeaopp  and  Ur.  Wa]t«r  ^« 
(or  Taloabla  assUtance  in  oompleting  this  Calendar ;  and  tlte  Bar. 
W.  Hudson  for  hia  care  in  reriaiag  and  ooireoting  it.— K  S.  B.) 


381 


REFERENCES   TO    SEALS   FROM    THE    BUXTON   MSS. 


1.  Seal  of  Matilda  **  fil*  Will*  fir  Joh'is  do  SchadeweUe,"  1280.    Legend, 

8.    HL'GONIS  DB   8CHADEWELLE. — JitiXt.  MSSi,  26. 

2.  Seal  of  Agnes  «  fil'  Joh'is  dc  Scadewelle/'   1350.      There  are  letters 

round  this  seal  which  look  like  r  .  .  e  .  .  sty. — Buxt,  MSS.  164. 

3.  Seal  of  "Roger  le  Bigod  com*  Norf.  et  marescall*/'  1298.      Legend, 

SIGILLUM  ROOE&I   »IGOD. — Huxt.  MSS.  60. 

4.  Seal  to.  charter  of  John  Pope  of  Rush  worth,  conveying  part  of  the  site 

of  the  College  to  Edmund  de  Gonevile,  1336.  (See  plan,  and  Calendar, 
No.  33.)— i?Mdr<on  MSS.  126. 

5.  Seal  to  charter  of  Thomas  Fullere  of  Russeworthe,  conveying  certain 

lands  to  Alexander,  Master  of  Rushworth  College,  and  the  hrcthrcn 
of  the  same  **  p*  salute  anime  meo  parentu'  amicor*  &  Vnfcor*  meor',*' 
1393.  Legend  uncertain,  hut  the  last  letters  seem  to  read  .  .  .  emoke. 
The  same  seal  is  attached  to  the  charter  of  "  Thomas  Mey  de  Oaston,'* 
capll's  (1385)  to  Alexander  Tholyk  and  others,  chaplains  of  the 
College,  conveying  to  them  the  advowson  of  Gnatyshale.  It  is 
clearly,  therefore,  not  the  personal  seal  of  FuUcro,  and  from  its  strong 
resemhlance  in  general  design  to  the  College  seal  (see  plate)  in  un- 
doubted use  at  the  Dissolution,  it  seems  not  improbable  that  this  is 
an  earlier  seal  of  the  College  itself.  If  this  is  so,  it  must  be  that  in 
the  present  example  the  grantor  affixes  the  seal  of  the  grantee  as  his 
own  to  his  charter  of  grant. — Buxton  MSS.  268. 

6.  Seal  of  Walter  do  Brethenham,  1236.— Burton  MSS.  122. 

7.  Seal  of  Bartholomew  de  Brethenham,  UGO.— Buxton  MSS.  188. 

8.  Seal  of  Clemens  de  Brethenham,   1388.      Legend,  ''s.  clementib  de 

BKVimiAU."— Buxton  MSS.  245. 

9.  Seal  to  charter  of  William  "fir  Ric'i  do  Lyrlingg,"  1339.     Legend, 

SIO.    KICARDI  DE   LBRLZNGGHB.— ^r<X^OIi  MSS.  134. 

10.  Seal  of  Edmond  do  Gonevile,   1320.      Legend,  s.  edmondi  de  qoke- 

TiLB.— Buxton  MSS.  96. 

11.  Seal  of  John  de  Gonevile,  1336.      Legend,  s.  jbhan  de  gonevile. — 

Buxton  MSS.  142. 
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18.  Saal  to  flie  chaiteBKrf  (1)  Bdb«t»  iott  >ad  lidbraf  Akii»iBrl!lw^yfc» 
(1844)»  and  of  (2)  Akn  Bobnyn  Mid  MalUda  Ui  ^rite  (l«r^  Mil 
diaxtcra  oonvvyiiig  kads  to  tho  lluter  and  NObv*  oi  Badnpoitk 
Ckdlflge.  Tbe  legwid  it  not  oleuly  deciplimUe,  ImI  Ae  hom 
remarks  are  generally  a^lioalils  to  this  aeal  aa  to  that  aliova  reisRed 
to  (Nob  6.)  It  is  not  the  pciwiial  aeal  ol  either  of  tiie  paitiei  Kera 
wing  it.  The  deaign  ia  efioleriaatJcial,  and  ia  in  one  inpoctaat  poini 
atrongly  raggeetive  of  the  lator  CbOege  aeal  and  ol  that  abore  (STa  6), 
all  three  aeala  bearing  a  kneeling  figure,  aa  of  the  Founder,  bcteea 
flgore  ol  St.  John  bearing  a  palm  bnmdi  and  the  eeaM  book.  TIm 
present  aeal  ia  nevtt  ^bmA  Ukit  U7'»  and  that  abo?e  (No.  S)  doaa  not 
i^ypear  until  after  that  date.  I  indine  to  think  that  thia  nay  be  Uw 
migimai  aeal  need  by  tbe  (MBgb  dnring  the  Fonndev^a  ISMbm,  and 
if  BO,  not  improbably  deaigned  by  him,  but  lor  some  leaaon  diaeoa- 
tinned— perhiqpa  loat  or  made  away  wiflL— at  aboot  flie  laat-iMiitiQiiBd 
date,  when,  aa  may  be  eeeii  by  tibe  CUendar,  there  had  been  a  aone- 
what  mgiA  apoeeaeiton  of  Maetew  of  the  OoBega.  The  legend  on  tibe 
aeal  la  extremely  obeeme.— JHieiMi  M88, 141, 806  a. 

IS.  Seal  of  Sir  Tl^Qiam  BeideweDe^  Sal,  It^S.  Legend,  taauuam  mvu 
vmumwuM,-^Mm9im  MSS,  W. 

14.  Seal  ol  Lady  Anne  Wyngfleld  to  her  tihaiter  el  lonndaikn  of  tibe 

Wittgfleld  Gtontif  tnBndrworthOcdlegiale  CXmsrah^  Ligeaiid, 

nesi&vx  ixyimni  imhi  OHatmaKLni.  Thia  md  ia  iemnilBiile  (1)  aa 
bearing  Lady  Anne  Wyngfiald'a^lM  widow^MHiM  of  Ctaiberiin,  bat 
without  the  Ghamberiinarma  (Gn.,  adierron  or  between  three  eaoallqpa 
or,  with  a  label  of  three  pomts) ;  and  (2)  as  bearing  only  the  arma 
of  Lady  Anne* a  father,  Sir  Robert  Serlyng  (Quarterly:—!  and  4, 
Herling;  2  and  3,  Mortimer;  in  pretence,  Gk>neyile.)  I  cannot  explain 
the  absence  of  all  reference,  except  in  the  legend,  to  either  of  Lady 
Anne's  marriages  with  Sir  William  Chamberlin  and  Sir  Robert 
Wyng^eld,  for  both  of  whom  she  shewed  so  much  affection  in  the 
erection  of  stately  chapels  and  tombs  to  their  memories  in  East 
Harling  and  Rushworth  churches.  Her  beaiing  of  her  father's  arms 
alone  is  singular  and,  to  me,  inexplicable. — Buxton  MSS,  482. 

15.  Seal  of  Sir  Robert  Wyng^eld,  Knt.,  heir  and  executor  of  Lady  Anne 

Wyngfield  (afterwards  Lady  Scroop  of  Bolton.)     It  bears,  in  the 

form  of  a  badge,  the  Wyngfield  **  lure,"  (see  the  arms  of  Wyngfield), 

beneath  the  letters  felt,  making  a  ''rebus"  of  the  name. — Buxton 

MSS.  630. 

[I  have  to   offer   my  acknowledgments  to  Walford  D.  Selby,  Esq.,  of 

the  Public  Record  Office,  for  his  kind  assistance  and  valuable  opinions  in 

deciphering  several  of  the  legends  to  these  seals.— E.  K.  B.] 


%   fetter  oi   ^(imnB  iilmg 

TO  THE  VICAE  OP  EAST  DEEEHAM. 


COXIIUVICATED  BY 


THE       REV.       AUGUSTUS       JESSOPP,      D.D., 

Sector  of  Seaming. 


[Of  the  parentage  and  early  life  of  Thomas  Bilney 
nothing  is  known.  A  tradition,  to  which  not  too  much 
credit  need  be  given/ makes  him  out  to  have  been  bom  at 
Silney ;  but  the  name  does  not  occur  in  any  documents  now 
existing,  which  concern  the  history  of  the  parish.  He 
entered  at  Trinity  Hall,  Cambridge,  when  very  young,  and 
took  the  degree  of  LL.B.  in  that  university.  He  was 
ordained  Priest  by  Nicholas  West,  Bishop  of  Ely,  24th 
September,  1519,  which  puts  his  birth  about  1496.  I  have 
given  some  account  of  him  in  my  History  of  the  Diocese  of 
Norwich  (p.  158  et  seq)  He  was  burnt  at  Norwich,  19th 
August,  1531.  The  best  notice  of  Bilney  which  has  hitherto 
been  drawn  up  may  be  found  in  Cooper's  Athence  Gantabrig- 
tensis,  vol.  i.  p.  42;  see,  too,  Mullinger's  History  of  Cambridge, 
p.  662. 

It  is  very  unfortunate  that  we  have  no  knowledge  of  any 
Vicar  of  Dereham  between  the  years  1506,  when  Roger 
Barkewell  died,  and  4th  October,  1637,  when  George  Ledys 
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venerit    paatoris    princeps,    reeipieth    immarcemhilem    glorie 
coronam,      Loke  the  concordance  vpon   the  wurd   pastores 
&   there  ye  shal   see    more   auctorytes,    wherbye  yt  shall 
euydentlye  appere  vnto   yowe  in  what   case  the  curates  of 
Englond  do  leue,  qui  pascunt  setnetipsos  with  the  profytes 
of  the  benefyces,  sed  non  pascunt  gregem   rerbo   dei,      Ideo 
mitmiur  illis  deus.     Ezechielis  xxxiiij  etemam  damnationem 
dicens  re  pa^oribua  8fc,     Master  Vicare  meliora  sunt  vulnera 
amiei  q^mfraudulenta  oscula  inimici\  Prouerbior^  xxvij**.    Of  a 
truth  these  sayengs  perteyne  specyally  vnto  bishopps,  quibtis 
re  est  nisi  euangelizent  i*  ad  Corintheos  ix**,  but  yet  theye 
also    bynd    curates,   that    take    cure   of    sowle   vnder   the 
bisshoppys,  as   the    forsayd    place   of    the   xx   chapter   of 
the  actes  doth  testyfye,   wher  saynt  powle  calleth  playnly 
presbiteros,  episcopos  et  superintendenfes.     God  of  hys  good- 
ness hath  geuen  yowe  such  grace  in  yowr  lyuyng  &  con- 
uersacion — lucet  lux   tua  coram   homimbus,  vt  videant  opera 
tua  bona  et  glorificeni  pat  rem  cekstem,  wher  for  ye,  no  doubt 
of,  myght  edyfy  more  with  one  syraple  sermon,  then  another 
(by  whose  lyfe  the  flock  are  not  moved)  shuld  with  many 
clerkly  &  curiose  sermones.      Nam  regnum  dei  non  est  in 
sermone  sed  in  rirtute.      Ther  ys  that  do  moore  good,  then 
they   that  esteme   themselvys   vnhable,   abscondisti  hec   (in- 
quit)  a  sapientibus  et  prud^ntibus  et  reuelaM  ea  paruulis  et 
humilibus,  howe  symple  y  .  .  .  the  sermone  wherewith  Petyr 
conuertyd  so  many  thousand,  Actuum  ij°.   Dyd  not  Jonas  con- 
vert the  gret  cyte  of  Niniue  vnto  repentance,  with  these  fewe 
wurds,  adhuc  quadraginta  dies  et  Niniue  subuertetur  P     Yt 
ys  not  the  wurd,   but   God   wych  wurketh   in   hys   wurd. 
Neque  qui  plantat  est  a  .  .  .  (inquit  Paul  i*  ad  Corinth  iij®) 
neque  qui   rigat,  sed  qui   increm  .  .  :  dat  deus.     Lete  the 
prechar  be  the  temple  of  god  &  spe  .  .  .  the  word  of  god,  & 
noo  dowbt  of,  that  god  wyll  wurke  in  hys  wurd,  verbum  meum 
(inquit  Esaie  Iv**)  non  reuertet .  .  ,  ,  ad  me  vacuum.     Kon  vos 
estis  qui  Loquimini  sed  spiritus  patris  vestri  qui  Loquitur  in 
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wMm,  HattiL  X*.  Ego  ^qnit  Exod.)  en  in  ore  tno  dooe- 
boqoe  te  quid  loqaariB.  Chi^at  shew  .  .  .  wheriu  the  Bumme 
of  preohyng  stondeth,  Maroi  primo,  ptni/emini  (inguit)  et 
trtdtie  mxtng^o,  et  ajjpnpinftubit  ngnum  ee  .  .  .  .  It  ya  i 
ponible  that  a  good  man  that  leosth  after  hys  techy  .  .  .  (ae 
I  Terely  oownt  yove)  aliiild  ipeke  the  ward  of  god  in  yfcptb, 
thovgh  yt  vere  bat  eoery  Sondaye  one  aentenoe  of  the 
gospell,  twen^  gr'a.  Fiyndys  o*  sanyo^  chry  ....  aaytii  in 
the  goq>eU  of  Lao  the  ziij  diapter,  2fki  pemtmeiam  tferitk, 
fiJKHM  ptr&tiiU,  vherfor  amend  yo*  fyree  yff  y  .  .  .  wyll  be 
aanyd.  And  another .  aondaye,  iic  dau  dilemt  namdmm  wt 
fiUvm  tuum  tnigemtitm  daret  tt  onuna  qm  credit  in  il  .  , . . 
non  pertat,  ted  Aabeat  titom  ^num  (Johannis  iij")  And  oui 
the  iii'  eondayt^  Anima  qve  peeeauerit  ^ws  morietur — Eieoh- 
ielis  XT.  And  on  the  fooitii  BOndaye^-  Sgo  aum  nmrreetio 
et  vita,  qui  eredai  in  me  etiamn  mortmu  JUerit  viuet — 
Johannis  xj'.  Yff  ye  sohnld  says  no  nor  bat  euery  aondaye 
thas  mooh  of  the  vnrdea  of  god,  &  too  oon^ae,  noo  dovg^t 
of  that  god  wale  work  enery  daye  in  some  <rf  his  elect.  For  he 
hath  promysyd  and  can  not  be  fake  in  hea  promyaa  that  bya 
word  ahall  neuer  be  spoken  in  vayne,  Esaie  lv»,  ouea  (in- 
quit)  mee  vocftn  meam  audiunt,  Johannis  x",  lie  tnquit  et 
Inuenielis,  soluile  et  adductte  tnihi,  Matthei  xxj°.  Item 
Johannis  vlt.  MittUe  in  dertram  nacigii  rete  et  ineentelts,  mis- 
erunt  ergo  el  iam  non  valebant  illud  frahere  pre  multitudine 
pisciam.  Our  Lord  gyf  yowe  grace  to  remember  y*  ye 
wryttyn,  Matth.  xxiiij" — Quia  pufas  est  fidelit  seruue  et 
pntdens,  quern  constxfuit  dominus  suus  super  familiam  suam, 
ft  del  iliis  cibum  in  tempore,  Beafus  ille  mruus  qiiem  cum 
venerit  dominus  eius  inucnerit  sic  factenlem.  Immo  dico  vobit 
quoniam  super  omnia  bona  sua  constiluei  eum.  And  on  the 
other  syde  reed,  good  Mr.  vicar,  that  ys  wryttyn,  Matthei^> 
xxV  de  taleiitis,  Inutilem  (inquit)  seruum  in  lenebras  exle — 
riorea  Illie  eril  fletus  et  stridor  denlium.  0  master  vyca^K 
ylF  chryste  shall  aaye  in  tremendo  illo  Judicio,  lie  malcdic^i 
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i«  ignem  etemum  &c.   bicause  thei   fedd  hym  not  in  hys 

hungrye   membres    with    materyall    brede,   what    shall  he 

saye  vnto   them   wych   of    dewtye   wer   bund  to   fede  the 

hungrye   sowlys    with   hys    word,    &   let  them  sterve    for 

hungre  P    Vale,  for  the  massanger  calleth.     Praye  for  me  I 

besech  yowe. 

By  yo'  owne 

T.  B. 

Thomas  Bilneye  to  the  vicar  of  Derrham  in  Norfolk. 
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APPENDIX 


^  JExtraeU  from  the  Pr^eeedinf^  qf  the  Committee  mid  0t 

Gfeneral  MeeUmg%. 

Mardi  IZth,  1884.  Mb.  Mamnivo  ezhiUted  a  drawing  bjr 
Mr.  0.  J.  Winter  of  some  glass  quarries  formerly  in  Kbrwich 
Oathedral,  Iiaving  the  deyice  of  a  Iiart  lying,  or  ''lodged," 
in  a  ciroiilar  fence.  This  was  the  deyiee  of  Bishop  Lyhart; 
and  it  illustrates  the  fine  sQyer  ring,  with  a  similar  repressn- 
tation,  belonging  to  Mr.  Fitoh,  and  engraTed  in  toL  is. 
p.  367,  of  the  Society's  Papers.  He  also  reported  the 
existence  of  some  earthen  monnds,  and  apparently  an  oval 
encampment  on  Broome  Heath,  near  Bungay,  from  infor- 
mation communicated  to  him  by  the  officer  of  the  Ordnance 
Survey,  while  at  work  there. 

Apnl  Ut,  1884.  Mr.  Joseph  Stanley  exhibited  a  mace 
belonging  to  St.  George's  Company,  Norwich,  and  made 
some  remarks  upon  it.  It  had  been  dated  1705,  and  was 
assigned  to  the  Corporation  when  the  Guild  was  in  diffi- 
culties. It  had  been  converted  into  the  stem  of  a 
candelabrum,  and  had  a  second  inscription,  in  1786,  Robert 
Partridge  being  Mayor ;  but  had  been  put  away  with  other 
effects.  It  was  now  brought  to  light  again,  and  Mr.  Stanley 
had  fitted  a  carved  handle  to  it. 

Julfj  12th,  1884.  The  Very  Rev.  the  President 
communicated  a  letter  from  R.  H.  Carpenter,  Esq.,  of 
London,  stating  that  some  of  the  wood  carvings  formerly 
in  St.  Nicholas'  Chapel,  Lynn,  were  now  in  the  Architectural 
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Museum,  Westminster,  and  advice  was  asked,  in  view  of  the 
authorities  of  the  museum  being  willing  to  replace  them,  as 
to  the  best  plan  of  proceeding.  It  was  recommended  that 
communication  should  be  opened  by  them  with  the  parochial 
authorities  at  Lynn,  in  the  hope  that  they  would  be  glad  to 
receive  the  woodwork  again,  and  arrange  for  its  proper 
preservation. 

Sept  9ih,  1884.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Jessopp  exhibited  a  deed, 
temp.  Edward  I.,  with  a  fine  seal,  being  a  concession  by 
Osbert  de  Queinteuil  to  the  Prior  and  Canons  of  SS.  Julian 
and  Botolph  at  Colchester. 

Dr.  Bensly  exhibited  an  ivory  cup  with  figures  round  it, 
and  the  inscription  "seth  hawley  anko  do.  mdcxxv,** 
belonging  to  Mr.  Robins  Cooke  of  Glandford,  Norfolk. 
Captain  Seth  Hawley  was  Alderman,  and  Mayor  (1672)  of 
Lynn,  and  died  at  Yarmouth  in  1676.  (See  Palmer's 
Ferlustration  of  Oreat  Yarmouth,  iii.  pp.  39,  161.) 

December  9th,  1884.  A  letter  was  read  from  the  Rev. 
Greville  J.  Chester,  calling  attention  to  the  screen 
paintings  at  Wellingham,  Norfolk.  Mr.  Manning  subse- 
quently reported  that  he  had  visited  Wellingham  church  in 
company  with  Dr.  Jessopp,  and  that  the  paintings  on  the 
lower  panels  of  the  small  screen  are  of  considerable  interest, 
but  in  a  damaged  and  decaying  state.  The  date  of  1532 
occurring  on  one  of  the  panels  renders  this  screen  a  valuable 
example.  Part  of  an  inscription  remains,  which  appears  to 
read  as  follows: — "[Orate]  pro  aiabus  Robarti  Dorant  et  pro 
Isabelle  et  Beatricis  (?)  uxorum  suarum  et  pro  (?)  [I.  C.  in 
monogram  ?]  qui  hoc  opus  pingi  fecerunt.  Ex  vestra  caritate 
pro  anime  Johi  Neell  (?)  orate  S  .  .  ."  There  are  four  panels 
on  the  north  side  of  the  doorway,  of  which  the  first  is  gone ; 
the  second  has  a  naked  figure  pierced  with  arrows,  probably 
St.  Sebastian ;    the  thiixl  is  remarkable,  and  has  not  been 
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eacplained  r  it  fepresenfs  an  amied  figme  wHli  an  €flBiM 
tippet  and  a  collar,  in  a  standing  pofltnre,  holding  a  npmat 
and  sword ;  at  his  feet  is  a  small  figure  of  a  kii^  lying  ai 
lengthi  and  chained^  as  Tanqnishedi  with  a  crown  on  hh 
heady  and  an  ermine  tippet  and  a  collar.  The  pnUidied 
JSmi/bfM  of  Siu9ii9  do  not  appear  to  throw  any  light  on  this 
Tepresenti^on.  The  fourth  panel  has  St  Gborge  and  tiie 
Dragon,  with  the  nsual  oastle  and  female  figure  in  the  had:- 
ground.  On  the  south  side  the  first  pand  represents  Si 
Michael  the  Archangel,  to  whom  a  figure  of  a  king  appears 
to  be  brought  by  an  angdl,  and  an  insoriptiim  remains, 
"  Anime  Probantur,  anno  d&i  1632.*'  The  second  pand  is  a 
subject  containing  the  Besurrection,  emblems  of  the  Pasnon, 
heads  of  soldiers,  Ac.    The  remaining  ones  are  gona 

Db.  Jbssofp  exhibited  a  drawing  from  a  brass  bdiered  to 
have  been  formerly  at  Strawbeny  Hill,  and  pufporting 
to  represent  Ralph  Walpol^  Bishop  of  Wj  1301 ;  but  the 
figure,  which  is  under  a  triple  canopy,  BippmxB  not  to  be  of 
earlier  date  than  1400.  The  brass  is  not  known  now  to 
exist 

March  3rrf,  1885.  Dr.  Jessopp  exhibited  a  fine  MS. 
Psalter,  formerly  belonging  to  Campsea  Ash  Nunnery, 
Suffolk;  and  now  preserved  in  the  library  of  Shipdham 
Church  :  its  date  is  c.  1300. 

April  8th,  1885.  General  Meeting.  A  paper  was  read 
from  H.  Olley,  Esq.,  Architect,  Yarmouth,  on  the  Tolhouse 
in  that  town,  calling  attention  to  its  plan  and  general 
features  of  interest,  which  was  now  happily  safe  from 
threatened  destruction,  owing  to  the  protests  of  this  Society 
and  others,  as  already  recorded  in  vol.  ix.  p.  366.  Mr.  F. 
Danby  Palmer  has  since  published  an  historical  account  of 
the  building,  which  was  followed  by  a  second  in  1887,  on 
**  The  Tolhouse  Restored "  ;    and  it  may  be  convenient  to 
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place  on  record  here  some  of  the  discoveries  made  in  the 
structure  during  the  alterations  in  order  to  fit  it  for  its 
present  use  as  a  Free  Library.  An  arched  opening  towards 
the  street,  to  give  light  and  air  to  the  prison  or  "  hold  "  in 
the  basement,  was  found  ;  above  which,  hidden  by  modem 
casing,  was  disclosed  a  row  of  small  tref oiled  arches  resting 
on  corbels,  in  very  good  late  thirteenth  century  work.  A 
portion  of  a  chamfered  arch,  beside  the  stairs  leading  to  the 
fine  early  English  entrance  and  ending  there  abruptly, 
appears  to  show  that  the  latter  is  an  insertion  in  a  more 
ancient  wall.  To  the  north  of  the  open  arch  lighting  the 
prison,  the  lower  portion  of  a  spiral  staircase  was  found. 
About  ten  of  the  steps  remain,  and  the  central  newel.  It 
was  of  later  date  than  the  external  porch,  and  was  doubtless 
the  means  of  access  between  the  prison  and  the  hall.  Its 
lower  portion  was  square,  but  it  is  probable  that  it  was  of 
octagonal  form  as  soon  as  it  cleared  the  roof  of  the  open  porch, 
and  it  must  have  been  a  striking  feature  in  the  appearance  of 
the  building  before  the  erection  of  the  audit  room  in  the 
seventeenth  century,  when  its  upper  portion  must  have  been 
removed.  Passing  within,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Great  Hall, 
the  progress  of  the  works  has  revealed  some  old  features  of  the 
building.  The  filling  in  of  the  fine  early  English  doorway  in 
this  wall  has  been  removed,  and  its  rear  arch,  of  good  design, 
opened  to  view  ;  and  above  this  arch  has  been  placed  a 
curious  tapestry  iron  and  merchant's  mark,  taken  from  a 
house  in  South  Quay.  The  indications  of  angle  quoins  of  a 
formerly  existing  building,  which  was  entered  by  this  door- 
way from  the  hall,  have  been  carefully  preserved,  as  well  as 
the  stone  sill  of  a  window  high  up  in  the  wall,  doubtless 
the  base  of  a  dormer  window  of  the  same  date  as  the  ancient 
roof.  Two  simple  lancet  windows  of  the  thirteenth  century 
have  been  found  at  the  south  gable ;  and  their  sills,  being 
now  only  about  two  feet  from  the  modern  pavement  of  the 
row,  indicate  how  much  the  level  of  the  ground  has  been 
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A  small  brass,  a  figure  of  a  ciyilian,  c,  1440,  found  under 
the  floor  of  St.  George's,  Tombland,  Norwich,  was  exhibited 
by  permission  of  the  Churchwarden,  Mr.  Joseph  Allen. 

Mr.  Manning  exhibited  four  pre-Reformation  patens  from 
churches  in  Norfolk,  and  photographs  of  several  others.  The 
enquiries  made  in  the  county  as  to  the  existence  of  these 
specimens  of  ancient  church  plate  by  the  Ven.  Archdeacon 
Nevill  and  others,  have  resulted  in  finding  no  less  than 
thirty-two,  most  of  which  were  not  on  record  before,  besides 
two  bearing  distinct  traces  of  similar  date,  but  which  have 
been  re-made  into  Elizabethan  patens  with  a  foot.  Not  a 
single  pre-Reformation  chalice  is  known  to  be  in  use  in 
Norfolk.  Photographs  have  been  taken  of  the  patens,  by 
order  of  the  Committee,  and  it  is  desired  to  re-produce  them 
in  a  future  volume. 

April  6M,  1886,  General  Meeting.  Major  Feildfn  ex- 
hibited a  stone  mortar  dredged  up  from  the  sea  at  Yarmouth ; 
probably  of  early  date.  It  is  a  circular  vessel,  of  limestone, 
7^  ins.  in  height,  and  13  ins.  wide.  It  had  been  suggested 
that  it  was  a  stoup  or  font  from  a  church ;  but  he  considered 
it  to  be  a  mortar,  possibly  from  a  Norseman's  ship. 

Attention  was  called  to  a  memorandum  issued  by  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries  on  the  preservation  of  ancient  court 
rolls  and  other  deeds  relating  to  manors.  In  consequence  of 
the  progress  of  enfranchisement,  many  of  these  rolls  had 
become  valueless  for  legal  purposes,  and  liable  to  destruction, 
while  they  were  of  great  importance  to  history,  habits,  and 
customs.  An  appeal  was  therefore  made  to  lords  of  manors, 
stewards,  and  solicitors,  either  to  preserve  such  writings  with 
their  other  mimiments,  or  to  deposit  them  in  some  public 
institution,  such  as  the  British  Museum,  the  Public  Record 
Oflice,  or  the  University  Libraries. 

May  7th,  1886.  Mr.  E.  A.  Tillett  exhibited  a  loose 
brass  inscription,  broken,  to  John  Castre,  Alderman,  1493, 
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cup  and  paten  of  that  parish.  The  cup  is  a  very  beautiful 
Elizabethan  one,  almost  a  fac-simile  of  that  belonging  to 
St.  Andrew's  Church,  Norwich,  and  illustrated  in  this 
Yolurae,  p.  77,  but  of  London,  and  not  of  Norwich  make:  the 
marks  are  obscure.  The  paten  is  older,  and  one  of  the 
pre-Reforraation  patens  already  referred  to.  It  has  the  sacred 
monogram  in  a  sexfoil. 

Mr.  E.  T.  Dowson  of  Geldeston  exhibited  some  pieces 
of  stone  piscinas,  probably  fourteenth  century;  and  a 
poppy  head,  c,  1500,  from  Geldeston ;  and  an  ancient  key 
from  Stockton. 

Mr.  King,  Norwich,  exhibited  some  beautiful  coloured 
drawings  of  painted  glass  from  Ringland  Church. 

April  29th,  1887.  Mr.  Manning  reported  that  the 
communion  cup,  formerly  belonging  to  Wiggenhall  St. 
Germain's  Church,  of  Norwich  make,  1567,  together  with 
a  cover,  which  had  originally  been  a  pre-Reformation  paten, 
but  altered  in  Elizabethan  times,  were  now  in  the  British 
Museum,  having  been  sold  or  exchanged  by  the  parish 
authorities  in  1878,  and  recently  obtained  for  the  Museum. 

June  24th,  1887.  With  respect  to  the  forthcoming 
purchase  by  the  Corporation  of  Norwich  of  the  Keep  of 
Norwich  Castle  from  the  Government,  and  its  intended 
conversion  into  a  museum,  a  resolution  was  adopted  that 
the  Secretaries  should  apply  to  the  Mayor,  and  to  Lord 
Walsingham,  as  Chairman  of  the  Castle  Museum  Committee, 
for  permission  to  this  Society  to  make  a  careful  inspection 
of  the  building,  and  to  offer  suggestions  before  any  alterations 
are  made.  A  Sub-Committee  of  this  Society  afterwards 
made  the  inspection,  and  were  empowered  to  arrange  with 
the  architect,  Mr.  Boardman,  for  drawings  to  scale,  or 
photographs,  of  such  parts  of  the  building  as  have  not 
hitherto  been  illustrated. 
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Esq.,  226 
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234,246 
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Snoringe  Magna,  24 
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Spixworth  Church,  Inscriptions  in,  216 
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Church,  Inscriptions  in,  216 

8tanfleld,36 

Stanley,  J.,  Esq.,  exhibits  a  liaoe  of  St. 

George's  Company,  388 
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Statute  of  Merton,  166 
Stephenson,  Bev.  C,  on  Wood  Dalling  Cup 

and  Paten,  394 
BtifTkey,  St.  John  and  St.  Mary,  22 

Hall,  Description  of,  143, 166 

Stockton,  Inscription  in  Church  of,  198 

Stokesby,  48 

Stow  Bedon,  171 

Btratton,  14 

Stnddye,  18 

Strumpshawe  Bectory,  43 
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Surlingham  Church,  Inscription  at,  206 
Swannington,  170 
Bwanton  Abbatis,  14 

Morley,  34 

Novers,  20,  24 

Bydney,  Sir  Henry,  his  Churdi  Patronage,  18, 

19,  22,  23,  26 

Tayerham  Bectory,  173 

Church,  Inscription  in,  216 

Terrington  St.  Clement  and  St.  John,  33 
Teoterton,  40 
Thelnetham,  Suffolk,  49 
Thetford  visited,  (Beport,  1883,  i.) 

Foundation  of  Friiirs  Preachers  at,  335 

Priory,  Bent  Boll  of,  279 

Thimblethorpe,  168 
Thime,  47 
Thompson,  172 
Thomage,  19 
Thorpe  Episcopi,  46 

(Hundred  of  Clavering)  Inscription  in 
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Threxton,  171 

Thrigbye,  48 

Thurlton  Church,  Inscription  at,  199 

Thuminge,  166 

Thursforde,  26 

Thuxton  Church,  Inscriptions  in,  212 

Thwaite,  12 

Tibenham,  Churchwardens*  Accounts  of,  in 

time  of  Elizabeth,  279 
Tillett,  E.  A.,  Esq.,  exhibits  Braes  found  in 

St.  Lawrence,  Norwich,  396 
Tippling.  Acts  against,  167 
Tittleshall,  34 
Tofftrees,  36 

Toft  Monks,  Inscriptions  in  Church  of,  199 
Tottington  Vicarage,  172 

Mortimer's  Manor-house  at,  994 

Trowse  Church,  Inscription  at,  206 
Tuttington,  9, 10 
Twyford,  167 
Ty  liny,  34 

Upton  Vicarage,  44 

Church,  Inscriptions  in,  221 

Vedast,  St.,  Dedica^jpn  of  a  Church  in  Nor- 
wich to,  137 

Wabome,  17 

Walpole  St.  Andrew,  33 

St.  Peter,  32 

Walsham,  South,  St.  Lawrence,  44 

St.  Mary  Vicarage,  43 
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Walsingham  Magna,  22,  80 

Parva,  26 

Walsoken,  33 
Walton,  East,  27 

West  Lewys,  31 

Wareham  All  Saints,  24 

Warenne,    William,   Earl,   his    Manors    in 
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Warrham  Magdalene  and  Marie,  23 
Watton,  171 
Webbe,   Edmund,   surreptitiously  conveyed 

into  Norfolk,  146 
Well,  St.  Lawrence's,  in  Norwich,  185 
Wellingham  Bectory,  37 

Church,  Screen  at,  389 

Wells  Bectory,  23 

Petition  of  Inhabitants  of,  166 

Wendling,  37 

Wescnham  All  Saints  and  St.  Peter,  39 

Westiicre,  27 

Weston,  169 

Wey borne  Church,  Paper  on,  by  Bev.  C.  B. 

Manning,  262 
Priory,  Paper  on,  by  Bev.  A.  Jesttopp, 

D.D.,  271 
Wheatacre  Church,  Inscription  at,  200 
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REGULATIONS. 


1.  That  the  Society  shall  be  called  "The  Norfolk  and  Norwich 

ARCHiCOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

2.  That  the  object  of  the  Society  shall  be  to  collect  the  best  infomiation 
on  the  Arts  and  Monuments  of  the  County,  including  Primeval  Antiquities; 
Numismatics ;  Architecture,  Civil  and  Ecclesiastical ;  Sculpture  ;  Painting  on 
Walk,  Wood,  or  Glass ;  Civil  History  and  Antiquities,  comprising  Manors, 
Manorial  Rights,  Privileges  and  Customs;  Descent;  Genealogy;  Ecclesiastical 
History  or  l^ndowments,  and  Charitable  Foundations ;  Recoids,  &c.,  and  all 
other  matters  usually  comprised  under  the  head  of  Archaeology. 

3.  That  the  Officers  of  the  Society  shall  consist  of  a  President,  Vice- 
Presidents,  Treasurer,  Secretaries,  and  a  Committee  of  eighteen. 

4.  That  all  such  Antiquities  as  shall  be  given  to  the  Society,  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Norwich  Museum. 

5.  That  six  of  the  Committee  shall  go  out  annually  in  rolption,  but  with  the 
power  of  being  re-elected;  and  also  that  the  Committee  shall  supply  any 
vacancy  that  may  occur  in  their  number  during  the  year. 

6.  That  the  President,  Vice-Presidents,  and  Treasurer  and  Secretaries,  be 
elected  at  the  Annual  General  Meeting  for  one  year,  with-  power  of  being 
re-elected,  and  shall  be  ex-offido  members  of  the  Committee. 

7.  That  any  person  desirous  to  become  a  Member  of  this  Society,  shall  be 
proposed  by  at  least  two  of  its  Members,  at  either  a  General  or  Committee 
Meeting.  , 

8.  That  every  Member  shall  pay  the  Annual  Subscription  of  Seven  Shillings 
and  Sixpence,  to  be  due  in  advance  on  the  first  of  January. 

9.  That  distinguished  Antiquaries,  not  connected  with  the  Coimty,  may  be 
elected  as  Honorary  Members,  at  any  of  the  General  or  Committee  Meetings 
of  the  Society,  on  being  proposed  by  two  of  the  Members. 

10.  That  four  General  Meetings  shall  be  held  in  the  year,  at  such  times  and 
places  as  shall  be  from  time  to  time  determined  by  the  Committee. 


ti* 


II.  That  Mdi  dicirt  PipeiB  AaU  be  raid  at  te  MeetivBi  at 
MU  pmkwsly  appiove  a(  od  ^  tiia  liMtiBp  OmQ  mwidte  «tt  dit 
aihiliitioii  of,  tad  ^SaomAfm  on»  Mdi  tnlileeti  of  intweil  or  ctoMtf  m 
Mcttben  may  pvodnoe. 

13.  That  die  Owiimttee  nmj,  on  ladi  occaiiona  aa  tibcy  duJI  dufaik 
aeoessaiy,  call  Special  Mee|iqgt  bj  adfeitiaenen^ 

13.  Tliat  die  Aoooants  diall  be  avdiM»  and.a  atatemem  of  die  aflUis  of 
tbe  Sodely  dmU  be  gtveii  at  die  ibrit  Goiel^d  ICeediy  k 

14.  That  due  Committee  dutU  meet  the*&it  Tnetday  in  eveij  naoiidiy  at 
Twdve  o'dock,  to  leoeife  aedi  infcirmatkm,  and  make  sadi  ana^geflMOte  aa 
may  be  necewary,  ptcfiaiaftofy  to  die  Geaend  Meeting.  That  dnee  diall  be 
a  qooium,  and  diet  the  Chaimiaii  dmU  bate  die  caadnig  vote. 

laid  before  the  Genenl  Meetiiig,  aad  tjbat  a  List  of  Memben  shall  be  printed 
ftom  time  to  time. 

i^  That  an  piywi  deposited  in  the  ai^y yea  of  this^  ^pciet^  shall  be  oopi- 
sidersd..4he  pi;opeity  of  die  Sodely;  b;^  fliat  it  shall  be  opdooal  ifi^  tim 

Committee  ,#  nnnebe  c^Mpmanicatieiia  It^  llembef%  idia  aie  writtun^^ 
other  oblects  in'eiev. .and  to  lelttzn  dm  aame.  after  »*— ^— ^  to  dmBndKV.         0^ 

17.  Ibat  die  Goumdaee  Aall  hvlelhe^^over  of  asaUng  Bft  Imm^-fAUk 
shall  rraiafai  iniiDnae  tiU  ri^i  neat  General  Me^inff.- 

18.  That  the  CoiBinHtee  shall  hawe  the  power  <ef  pnbiishi^s  andk  fMrnem' 
and  engraviagst  at  die  Society's  taq^^f^  M.milfl^m^ilf^^ 

printed ;  that  each  Subscriber  sbaH  be*  entitled  to  aoepy;oC.aiich  poblitaUhs 

either  grat^  or  at  such  price  as  the  funds  of  the  Society  will  admit,  from  the 
time  of  his  admnPSb ;  and  to  such  further  copies,  and  previous  publications 
(if  any  there  be  in  hand),  at  a  price  to  be  fixed  by  the  Committee ;  that  the 
author  of  such  published  papers  shall  be  entitled  to  fifteen  copies,  gratis  ;  and 
that  the  Committee  shall  have  the  power  to  make  such  arrangements  for  re- 
printing any  of  the  parts  of  the  Society's  Papers,  when  out  of  print,  as  they 
may  deem  most  conducive  to  the  interest  of  the  Society. 

19.  That  the  Society  in  its  pursuits  shall  be  confined  to  the  County  of 
Norfolk.      »^ 


A.    H.   C009S  AND  CO.,   PRINTERS,    NORWICH. 


NORFOLK   AND   NORWICH 


^rcbaeologiral    Sorutjr, 


EEPORT    FOR    1883. 


READ    APRIL    Ist,    1884. 


The  object  which  our  Society  has  in  vijw, — ^the  en- 
couragement of  research  into  local  antiquities, — is  one 
which  seems  to  increase  in  popular  favour  every  year.  "We 
can  hardly  take  up  a  local  newspaper  without  finding  some 
reference  to  the  customs  of  ancient  times,  or  to  documents 
which  throw  light  upon  them;  and  persons  in  all  classes 
are  more  ready  to  give  attention  to  and  to  preserve  the 
records  and  the  buildings  with  which  they  are  concerned. 
It  is  in  great  measure  owing  to  the  stimidus  given  to  such 
studies  by  archsdological  societies  in  past  time  that  an 
improved  state  of  knowledge  and  appreciation  has  thus 
been  reached.  Our  own  Society  continues  to  maintain  its 
number  of  Members  and  its  good  position  unimpaijred.  The 
Third  Part  of  Vol.  IX.  of  the  Society's  Papers  was  issued 
early  in  the  past  year,  and  Part  4,  concfariing  tihe  volume, 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  Members  to-day. 

The  Summer  Excursion  was  one  of  much  interest  and 
attraction.  Visiting  Thetford,  and  inspecting  the  priory 
ruins,  the  Members  spent  some  time  in  examining  the  vast 
earthworks  of  the  castle,  and  then  proceeded  to  Rushford 


OoUe^  and  Church,  where  a  Urge  assranbly  listened  to  a 
very  TaloBble  paper  br  the  'Rev.  E.  K.  BeDnet,  D.C.L., 
on  the  Origin  and  History  of  the  College,  gathered  from 
the  rich  stores  of  documents  remaining  in  the  possession  of 
Sir  Robert  J,  Buxton,  Bart.  With  great  industry  and 
ability.  Dr.  Benncl  had  be«i  able  to  arrange  his  materials 
to  form  a  virid  picture  of  events  and  persona  in  the  four- 
teenth and  fifteenth  centuries,  relating  to  a  somewhat 
obecure  and  unworked  subject.  The  visitors  were  after- 
irards  received  at  Shadwell  Court  by  Sir  ilobert  and  Lady 
Buxton  with  great  hospitality,  and  inspected  many  very 
interesting  objects  displayed  to  them  in  the  library.  On 
the  return  to  Thetford  the  "  King's  House "  and  other 
ancient  buildings  were  visited,  and  the  regalia  of  the  cor- 
poraticm  were  exhibited,  and  ably  commented  u])on  by 
the  Rev.  J.  /  Raven,  D.D. 

The  Autumn  Meeting  was  a  contijioation  of  previous 
visits  to  localities  of  antiquarian  interest  in  Norwich. 
Beginning  with  the  Stone  Bridge  and  the  site  of  the 
Oreyfriars,  the  Members  visited  the  Qranunar  School,  the 
Churches  of  -£t.  Martin  at  Palace  and  St.  Helen's,  with 
the  Qreat  Hospital,  and  the  Tabernacle.  At  these  points 
papers  of  much  value  and  interest  were  read,  and  the  party 
was  very  kindly  entertained  by  Mr,  G.  E.  I^overre  at  his 
house. 

The  Members  of  the  Committee  who  retire  in  rotation 
this  yea^  are  the  Rev.  H.  Howell,  Rev.  Dr.  Jessopp, 
Rev.  H.  Evans  Lombe,  Hamon  le  Strange,  Esq.,  R.  M. 
Phipson,  Esq.,  and  the  Rev.  Sir  William  Vincent,  Bart. 
The  Committee  recommend  their  re-election. 
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KORFOLK    AKD    NORWICH 


REPORT   FOE    1885, 
Read    Apeil    6th,     ISI 


I 


The  pursuits  of  a  Society  which  la  concerned  with  the 
past,  and  all  that  relutes  to  its  history  and  elucidation, 
toight  naturally  be  expected  to  suffer  from  the  needs  nnd 
demands  of  the  present,  bo  prevailing  and  engrossing  as 
they  must  necessarily  be.  It  ia,  however,  a  subject  of 
congratulation  that,  on  the  contraiy,  this  ia  not  so.  A 
larger  number  of  persons  than  at  any  time  appear  to 
take  an  intelligent  interest  in  antiquarian  studies,  and  in 
endeavouring  to  arrive  at  a  better  knowledge  of  the  men 
and  manners,  and  the  thoughts  and  feeling  of  former 
times.  This  arises  partly,  no  doubt,  from  the  relief  and 
Variety  afforded  from  more  various  occupations  by  an  oc- 
casional diversion  of  the  mind  to  the  scenes  of  the  lives 
that  went  before  us,  and  the  remains  of  their  skill  and 
activity.  But  it  is  also  greatly  owing  to  a  revival  of  a 
truer  taste  and  appreciation  of  their  work,  and  to  a  sense 
of  the  unportant  lessons  which  the  history  of  our  own 
Country  and  church  and  local  institutions  have  to  teach. 
Out  researches  are  not  now  often  met  with  ignorance  and 
indifference,  and  many  of  the  ablest  writers  and  thinkers 
of  our  day  are  conspicuous  for  their  arch  Ecological  know- 
ledge.     Our  own   numerous   Members,   and   their  interest 


in  oar  proceedings  and  Bttendanoe  &t  our  meotings,  give  ' 
OB  every   reason  to  hope    for  a  oontiQuancc   of    support, 
and  that  facilittea  will  be  more  and  more  afforded  us  for 
the  proseoBtion  of  oar  vo^ 

Two  Exoarsion  MeetingB  were  held  id  the  past  year; 
one  in  Hay,  in  oontinoanoe  of  the  plan  of  visiting  aucient 
roDiaina  in  the  Cibf  of  K<»inoh,  which  included  an  in- 
spection of  the  oharohes  of  Bt.  Benedict,  St.  Margaret, 
SL  Swithin,  St  lAnrenoe,  St.  Gregory,  and  St.  John 
Maddermarket;  and  the  Strangers'  Hull,  Gibson's  Well, 
^pd  other  .old  hnildings  <»i  the  way.  The  route  was 
found  foU  of  interest,  and  maoh  in&rmatioa  n-as  obtained 
from  explanatory  lemarkB  and  papers  communicated.  The 
Bammer  Exoorsion  took  the  Hembers  to  Fentuey  Priory, 
Finoham,  and  Harham;  when  a  very  enjoyable  day  was 
spent,  and  moat  valnable  papers  were  read  by  Dr.  Jessopp 
and  Oanon  Blyth. 

The  Committee  has  isned  the  Beoond  Part  of  YoL  X. 
of  the  Sooiely's  Papers,  and  materials  are  in  hand  for  a 
farther  part.  They  have  also  began  to  print  the  volnme^ 
already  promised,  of  Norfolk  Records,  from  the  Public 
Record  Office,  under  the  editorship  of  Mr.  Walford  Selby. 

The  publication  of  the  long-promised  "  Boileau  Volume  " 
has  been  greatly  delayed  by  the  illness  and  retirement 
from  professional  work  of  Mr.  E.  L.  Blackburne,  whose 
extensive  collections  for  the  illustration  of  ancient  woodwork 
and  painting  in  Norfolk  were  to  be  contributed  by  him 
for  this  purpose.  It  is  hoped  that  this  intention  may 
still  be  fulfilled  at  no  distant  time,  and  the  Committee 
are  using  their  beat  exertions  to  press  it  forward. 

The  subject  of  Church  Plate  has  continued  to  engage 
the  attention  of  the  Secretaries  and  Committee,  and  some 
considerable  additions  to  the  antiquities  of  the  county  have 
thus  been  revealed.  Only  two  or  three  pieces  of  pre- 
Reformation  date  were  generally  known  to  exist  in  Norfolk. 


lii 

Such  articles  are  seldom  seen,  except  by  the  parishioners  of 
the  particular  place  to  which  they  belong.  But  now,  greatly 
owing  to  the  kindness  of  Archdeacon  Nevill  in  taking 
notes  of  the  plate  during  his  visitation  of  churches,  we 
know  of  as  many  as  thirty-two  mediaeval  patens,  all 
appearing  to  dute  from  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century 
to  the  Reformation.  The  Committee  have  obtained  photo- 
graphs of  about  twenty-five  of  these,  and  hope  to  add 
the  remainder,  and  to  publiuh  the  list,  with  illustrations. 

Among  the  presents  received  by  the  Society  have  been 
a  set  of  eighteen  etchings  of  Old  Norwich  by  Mr.  Bosworth 
Harcourt,  from  himself;  portions  of  the  Colleeianm  Aufigua, 
from  Mr.  Roiich  Smith ;  and  the  Court  Eolla  of  Crcashigham, 
from  Mr.  Chandler. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Society  will  not  be  thought  to 
step  beyond  its  province,  if,  when  occasion  requires,  it 
undertakes  to  make  a  protest  against  the  destruction  or 
defacement  of  ancient  buildings.  Its  help  was  successfully 
given  on  a  former  occasion  in  opposing  the  demolition 
of  the  Tolhonse  of  Great  Yarmouth.  Very  recently  a 
memorial,  signed  by  the  President  and  Hon.  Secretaries 
(for  want  of  time  to  obtain  more  names),  was  presented 
to  the  Town  Council  of  Norwich,  against  a  project  to 
turn  the  choir  of  the  Black  Friars'  Church — now  called  the 
Dutch  Church — into  a  Higher  Grade  Board  School.  It  was 
favourably  received  by  the  Town  Council,  who  resolved, 
by  a  large  majority,  to  decline  to  submit  the  building  to 
the  alterations  that  would  bo  necessary  for  such  a  purpose. 

The  Society  has  to  regret  the  losses  by  death,  since 
the  last  Report,  of  several  old  and  distinguished  Members. 
Two  of  the  Vice-Presidents  have  passed  away,  viz..  Sir 
Henry  Stracey,  Bart.,  and  Sir  Thomas  Beevor,  Bart. ;  also 
a  former  Member  of  the  Committee,  the  Kev.  E.  T.  Yates, 
who  in  his  younger  days  was  a  very  useful  supporter  and 
contributor;  and  the  Eev.  Canon  James  Lee- Warner,  whose 


losa  to  our  meetings,  where  he  was  a  regular  attendant, 
and  to  our  publicalionB,  which  he  largely  aided  by  his 
knowledge  and  research,  is  very  much  to  be  deplored- 
Besides  these,  we  have  to  lament  a  very  serious  calamity 
in  the  death  of  the  Rev.  G.  Crabbe  of  Merton.  Less  ad- 
vanced in  years  than  the  two  already  named,  and  a  moat 
competent  and  industrious  worker  in  the  department  of 
parochial  and  family  history,  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  he 
might  live  to  contribute  many  more  articles  to  our  pages, 
of  the  same  high  character  and  value  with  those  already 
published  by  him.  His  diligent  research  and  pleasant 
companionship  will  be  greatly  missed  among  us;  but  we 
shall  still  have  the  advantage  of  one  more  memoir  from 
his  pen,  viz.,  the  Miaiory  of  the  Parish  of  Thompson,  which 
he  had  completed.  Lord  Walsingham  has  been  good 
enough  to  take  charge  of  the  MS.,  and  has  entrusted  it 
to  the  Committee,  who  now  have  it  in  hand,  with  a  view 
to  publication. 

The  Meitibers  of  the  Committee  who  retire  in  rotation 
this  year  are  Dr.  Bensly,  Mr.  Qunn,  Rev.  J.  "W".  Millard, 
Mr,  E,  A.  Tillctt,  Mr.  C.  Williams ;  and  the  Committee 
recommend  to  the  meeting  their  re-election,  with  the 
addition  of  the  name  of  the  Bev.  W.  Hudson,  Norwich, 
ID  the  place  of  the  Bev.  J.  Lee- Warner. 
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NORFOLK    AND    NORWICH 

^rrbitolagical  Sotictj. 

EEPOET   FOR  1886. 
Read    Mahch    29te,     1887. 


The  Committee  have  pleasure  in  presenting  a  Report 
of  the  Society  for  the  past  year,  Four  General  Meetings 
have  been  held,  and  the  papers  read  on  these  occasions, 
and  the  objects  visited  in  the  esuursions,  have  .afforded 
much  int«reBt  to  the  Members.  At  the  Spring  Meeting 
another  walk  was  taken  among  ihe  antiquities  of  the  city 
of  Norwich,  and  the  important  buildings  in  St.  Andrew's 
parish,  with  the  cleared  choir  of  the  Blackfriars,  its 
cloisters,  &c.,  were  ably  described.  St.  Peter's  Hungate, 
and  SS.  Simon  and  Jude  were  also  visited,  and  papers 
were  read  upon  them.  It  is  hoped  that  a  continuation 
of  these  Norwich  walks  will  be  made  in  May  or  June 
next.  The  Summer  Excursion  took  the  Members  to  Holt 
Station,  and  thence  to  the  very  interesting  Church  and 
mined  Hall  at  Bacousthorpe,  and  to  the  remarkable  and 
early  group  of  buildings  on  the  coast  at  Weybourn,  where 
Mr.  W.  J.  Bolding  again  received  the  Society,  after  many 
years,  with  great  hospitality,  and  exhibited  his  valuable 
plans    and    drawings    of    the    parochial    and    conventual 
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biiildings.  The  experiment  of  a  winter  evening  meeting  in 
Norwich,  Buggested  at  the  last  Annual  Meeting,  was  tried 
with  much  success ;  antiquities  were  exhibited  and  explained, 
and  papers  of  varied  interest  were  read  and  discussed.  It  is 
hoped  that  another  winter  may  see  a  similar  gathering. 

Tho  first  volume  of  tho  Norfolk  Records,  edited  for  the 
Committee  by  Mr.  Waiford  D.  Selby  of  the  Public  Record 
Office,  has  been  completed  and  issued  to  the  Membera. 
When  funds  allow  of  &  second  volume  being  compiled, 
with  a  full  index,  this  work  will  be  a  mine  of  handy 
reference  for  the  Norfolk  antiquary  to  the  stores  of 
documents  preserved  in  Fetter  Lane,  such  aa  few  other 
Societies  possess.  The  Committee  passed  a  special  vote 
of  thanks  to  Mr.  Selby  for  the  valuable  services  rendered 
in  his  preparation  of  the  book. 

An  indefatigable  member  of  our  Committee,  the  Rev. 
W.  Hudson,  has  analysed  and  transcribed  from  upwards 
of  1,200  deeds  of  early  date,  belonging  to  the  Corporatioii 
of  Norwich.  Such  documents  must  neceasiirily  throw  much 
light  on  the  hubita  and  manner  of  the  people,  the  changes 
of  property,  and  the  ancestry  of  families,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  when  Mr.  Hudson's  researches  are  more  complete 
the  result  will  be  given  to  the  Society  in  our  volumes, 
as  well  as  in  papers  read  at  our  meetings. 

A  Third  Part  of  our  Tenth  Volume  is  in  preparation, 
and  is  expected  to  be  issued  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

The  list  of  those  Members  who  have  passed  away  from 
us  in  the  year  expired  is,  the  Committee  are  thankful  to  say, 
very  short,  hut  it  contains  the  names  of  two  whose  loss 
they  most  deeply  regret :  John  Gumey,  Esq.,  whose 
munificent  help  was  always  ready  to  assist  those  who 
were  workers  in  any  good  public  cause ;  and  the  Rev. 
John  Jessopp  of  St.  Gregory's,  Norwich,  a  constant  at- 
tendant at  our  meetings,  and,  but  very  lately,  a  valued 
contributor. 
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The  alow  progress  made  in  printing  the  Visitation  of 
Norfolk  by  instalmenta,  as  our  parta  of  Tolumes  appear, 
has  been  the  cause  of  unfavourable  comments.  It  would 
be  very  easy  to  throw  up  our  plan  and  issue  the  rest 
of  the  MS.  in  its  bare  form,  but  the  Committee  consider 
that  the  work  is  one  of  far  more  permanent  value  by 
being  enriched  with  all  the  additions  that  can  be  had 
from  wills  and  documents  by  careful  research,  and  it  is 
not  expedient  to  sacrifice  this  as  a  concession  to  the  hurry 
of  a  few. 

In  appointing  the  officers  to-day  the  Committee  venture 
to  hope  that  the  Society  will  think  proper  to  elect  their 
old  and  accomplished  contributor,  Colonel  W,  Eurle 
Gascoyno  Bulwer,  of  Quebec  House  and  Hey  don  Hall, 
to  be  one  of  their  Vice-Presidents,  as  a  mark  of  their 
sense  of  his  accurate  labours  in  annotating  the  pedigrees 
in  the  Visitation. 

The  Committee  have  now  to  announce,  with  very  great 
regret,  that  in  consequence  of  long  illness  their  venerable 
and  excellent  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  Fitch,  desires  to  resign 
that  office.  They  feel  that  in  the  circumstances  it  would 
be  no  kindness  or  compliment  to  refuse  the  request,  es- 
pecially as  he  is  willing  to  retain  tbo  office  of  Treasurer, 
which  he  has  so  long  filled  to  the  great  advantage  of 
the  Society.  It  is  the  wish  of  the  Committee,  which 
they  trust  the  Members  generally  will  heartily  second, 
that  Mr.  Fitch  be  now  appointed  a  Vice-President  of  the 
Society,  and  they  earnestly  hope  that  his  life  may  be 
spared,  and  his  health  restored,  for  the  valuable  assistance 
he  is  always  willing  to  render. 

The  Committee  desire  to  recommend  the  name  of  the 
Bev.  W.  Hudson  to  the  Meeting,  to  be  elected  Hon. 
Secretary  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Fitch. 

The  Members  of  the  Committee  who  retire  in  rotation 
this   year   are   the   Rev.   W.   F.   Greeny,   the   Eev.  Rinds 
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Howell,  Rev,  Dr.  JesBOpp,  Rev,  H.  Svana  Lomte,  HamoD 
le  Strange,  Esq.,  and  the  E«v.  Sir  Wm.  Vincent,  Bart., 
and  tbey  desire  to  recommend  their  re-election.  Tbo 
proposed  eloetion  of  Colonel  Bulwer  aa  a  Vice-President, 
and  of  Mr.  Hudson  aa  Hon.  Sec.,  will  leave  room  for  two 
otter  names  on  the  Committee,  and  they  desire  to  recommend 
the  two  highly  honoured  names  of  Mr,  Walter  Rye  and 
Mr.  E.  M,  Beloe,  who  have  done  much  service  to  the  objects 
of  the  Society, 
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NORFOLK   AND    NORWICH 


^rrba^ologtral  Scrietg, 


EEPOET  FOE   1884. 
Eead    Apbil    8th,    1885. 


During  the  past  year  our  Society  has  continued  to 
occupy  an  encouraging  position,  not  only  in  the  accession 
of  new  Members  and  the  public  support  it  has  received, 
but  also  as  regards  the  subjects  of  its  investigation,  and 
the  communications  it  has  been  enabled  to  put  in  print 
for  the  Members.  The  study  of  antiquities  is  approached 
in  a  more  useful  and  practical  form  than  perhaps  was 
formerly  the  case,  and  mere  descriptive  essays  and  con- 
jectures have  given  way  to  records  and  documents,  which 
may  be  dry  to  the  general  reader,  but  are  the  only  safe 
materials  of  the  history  of  the  past.  There  is  an  inex- 
haustible field  of  work  for  the  Society  in  the  production 
and  arrangement  of  such  evidences;  and  we  are  fortunate 
in  having  Members  who  are  able  and  willing  to  give 
some  labour  and  attention  to  them.  With  this  view  the 
Committee  have  felt  justified  in  expending  some  of  the 
funds  in  drawing  up  a  Handbook  of  reference  to  Eecords, 
from  the  MSS.  in  Her  Majesty's  Record  Office,  concerning 


the  county  of  Norfolk  ;  and  it  is  hoped  eventually  to  issue 
this  in  a  yolume  similar  to  those  published  by  the 
Lancashire  Kecord  Society- 

The  First  Part  of  Voluttie  X.  of  the  Societ3-'8  Original 
Papers  was  issued  at  the  end  of  the  year,  together  with  a 
new  List  of  Members,  and  numerous  illustrations.  Progress 
is  being  made  with  a  Second  Part.  By  the  courtesy  of 
the  Norwich  Literary  Institution  a  place  has  been  found 
in  their  building  for  a  new  bookcii.«c  containing  the  Society's 
books  that  have  been  presented  to  us,  or  received  in 
exchange  from  other  societies,  and  also  its  surplus  copies 
of  our  own  publications.  This  collection  ie  for  the  use  of 
the  Members,  who  can  consult  or  take  out  the  books  on 
application  to  Mr.  Quinton ;  and  it  is  intended  to  have  a 
proper  cctulogue  of  them  made. 

The  Society  has  suffered  the  loss  of  one  of  its  prominent 
Members  in  the  paat  year  by  the  lamented  death  of  Mr.  R. 
M.  Phipson,  F.S.A.,  who  bad  been  an  active  Member  of 
the  Committee  for  many  years.  His  knowledge  of  an- 
tiquities, especially  those  belonging  to  his  own  profeasioa 
of  architecture,  was  very  extensive  and  accurate,  and  several 
valuable  articles  in  the  Society's  volumes  were  from  hia 
pen.  He  will  be  greatly  missed  and  regretted  at  our 
Excursions  in  future,  as  it  was  usually  left  in  his  competent 
hands  to  point  out  the  noticeable  features  and  peculiaritiea 
of  buildings  or  ruins  visited.  Two  other  valued  Members 
have  passed  from  us  during  the  year :  our  efficient  and 
much- regretted  Auditor,  Mr.  J.  Orfeur,  and  one  of  our 
Vice-Presidents,  Sir  Willoughby  Jones,  Bart.,  who  waa  a 
hearty  supporter  of  the  Society,  and  whose  knowledge  and 
taste  eminently  fitted  him  for  advice  and  co-operation. 

The  Society's  Summer  Excursion  was  taken  in  the  past 
year  to  Melton  Constable,  where  more  than  sufficient  occu- 
pation was  found  for  the  day  in  examining  the  interesting 
Norman  remains  of  the  church,  and  the  magnificent  col- 
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lection  of  art  treasures  preserved  at  the  Hall,  by  the  kind 
permission  and  hospitality  of  Lord  and  Lady  Hastings. 

The  Committee  have  had  pleasure  in  recommending 
Mr.  P.  Back  to  be  the  Society's  Auditor  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  Orfeur,  and  he  has  kindly  consented  to  take  the  office. 

The  Members  of  the  Committee  who  retire  to  day  in 
rotation  are  Colonel  Bulwer,  Rev.  A.  C.  Copeman,  B.  W. 
Harcourt,  Esq.,  R.  Blake- Humfrey,  Esq.,  Rev.  Dr.  Raven, 
and  F.  E.  Watson,  Esq.  They  recommend  the  following 
names  for  election :  Colonel  Bulwer,  Rev.  Dr.  Bennet, 
Rev.  A.  C.  Copeman,  B.  W.  Harcourt,  Esq.,  Rev.  Dr.  Raven, 
F.  E.  Watson,  Esq. ;  and  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Phipson,  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Creeny. 
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